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On September 15, an article was published in the Wall Street
Journal suggesting the outbreak of Exotic Newcastle Disease was a
fantasy of the poultry industry and the Department of Agriculture to
increase the price of poultry products. As the chairman of the/bommittee,
I requested the AVMA respond to clarify the issue. The AVMA did
respond through several articles and sent a letter to the Secretary of
Agriculture concerning the problem.

The Committee would like to acknowledge and commend the
Department of Agriculture for its action to prohibit importations of
exotic birds until satisfactory new procedures can be developed and for
its proposal to develop a method of quarantine and inspection of importa-
tion of exotic birds in the future.

The resurgence of duck enteritis in the wild water fowl popula-
tion this spring emphasizes the need for constant surveillance of exotic
diseases. Policies must be developed to assure adequate reporting of
exotic discase outbreaks and formulation of control procedures.
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