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labelled monoclonal antibody directed against s single antigen on the
Chlamydia trachomatis organism. It would be of no value for the idenification
of Chlamydia psittaci.

Abbott Laboratories of North Chicago, Illincis, has developed a new
enzyme-linked immunoassay called Chlamadiazyme. This was described earlier in
the AAV Newsletter. Using the specificity of ar antigen-antibody reaction and
horseradish peroxidase plus the chromagen o-phenylanediamine for a label, this
reaction detects chlamydial group antigens on the surface of the exposed or-
ganisms or the extracellular elementary bodies--desd--or alive. No reports
onthe use of this test in a modestly equipped clinical laboratory have come to
our attention. A report ! on the two systems just described states, "Most
laboratories and four of every ten hospitals already have the equipment such

e

as a colorimetric spectrophotometer necessary for Abbott's new Chlamydiazyme.
A third monoclonal chlamydial identification system called "Cultureset
is available from Ortho Diagnostics Systems, Inc., Raritan, New Jersey 08869.
According to the literature supplied by Ortho Diagnostics, the monoclonal
chlamydia antibody is specific for chlamydia, recognizing all known strains of
Chlamydia trachomatis as well as Chlamydia psitta "Cultureset” chlamydial
identification reagents provide fluorescent and/or percxidase methods for
staining the antigen in tissue cultures or cytologic preparations. Unlike the
nonspecific strains (e.g., Gimenez, Macchianello's, and Giemsa), the "Culture-
set chlamydial identification reagents are specific for the chlamydial or-
ganism. According to the descriptive literature, the reagents provide preti-

trated, ready-to-use reagents with the option of indirect fluorescent anti-

body, direct fluorescent antibody stains, or peroxidase stain for standard






