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These slides show the lesions most commonly observed in
chickens that die of velogenic viscerotropic Newcastle disease
(VVND) . Not all of the lesions described in this report are
present in all or even a large percentage of chickens. Very young
chicks may die and have no grossly detectable lesions. It is not
unusual to find an absence of gross lesions in mature chickens that
die of VVND. There is considerable variability in the severity and
incidence of gross lesions. This variation is influenced in part
by species, age, level of immunity, challenge route and challenge
strain.

The absence of lesions cannot be interpreted as evidence that
VVND did not cause death. Final diagnosis is based on the
isolation of Newcastle disease virus from dead or infected birds
and the production of high mortality and viscerotropic lesions in
susceptible chickens by experimental inoculation.

Virus isolation is commonly done in embryonating chicken eggs.

Attempts to recover the virus from chickens exhibiting nervous












