AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF AVIAN PATHCLOGISTS

Americana Hotel, July 29, 1963

Report of Committee to Study Postdoctoral Trainins
in
Avian Medicine

During the year the committee has continued a study nreviously
begun entailing the matter of nostdoctoral training in the area of
poultry practice. There are, of course, many facets to this
concept of a program of postdoctoral training or residency in
avian medicine. The committee, therefore, decided to limit its
activities and to consider only the following:

1. Is there a genuine need for such a training nrogram?

2. If there is a need, what areas should be covered in this nostdoctoral
training?

3. What, if any, changes or modifications in present day graduate programs
could be made to satisfy this training program?

4. How and by whom might this nrrogram best be handled, directed or
supervised?

5. By what name might this program be designated?
6. What form of recognition or certification should be given?

7. VWho would establish the standards, rules and regulations, approval of
training programs and institutions, etc.?

8. Are we not in reality leading to a specialty type of vetcrinary
practice?

The committee recognizes that there is an urgent need for a
training rrogram at the postdoctoral level whereby veterinarians who
wish to increase their competence and experience in the area of poultry
practice may, through formal and special trainineg, develore a professional
career and render a service to the noultry industry.

The committee further recognizes that unless the veterinary
rrofession raises its standards of excellence and competence in concert with
the highly efficient poultry industry and developes a sufficient number of
specialists to direct and supervise the noultry health programs, there
will be no significant reason to include roultry in the area of animal
health and economy of the veterinary profession.

The committee recognizes that even under the optimum curricula
ex isting in schools of veterinary medicine it is neither rossible, nor is
it feasible nor desirable, to provide an adequate training in poultry
practice. The degree of training and specialized knowledge required of the
poultry practicioner today can only be acquired through snecialized study
of the problems of the poultry industry. This is becoming increasingly
true in other so-called specialized areas of veterinary vractice.









