Report of the Committee on Eradication of Pullorum Disease

Presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Association of Avian Pathologists,
New York, New York, July 28, 1963

During the past year, the Committee has continued its efforts to advance the
eradication of pullorum disease and fowl typhoid,

At the last annual meeting of the conference, a resolution was passed recom-
mending that the pullorum disease phase of the National Poultry Improvement Plan
be transferred from the Animal Husbandry Division, Agricultural Research Service,
to the Animal Disease Eradication Division, Agricultural Research Service, so that
the program could be administered by properly qualified personnel and with adequate
and appropriate regulations. The resolution was submitted to the Administrator of
the Agricultural Research Service with disappointing results. The view was taken
that since the control of pullorum disease had progressed satisfactorily under the
National Poultry Improvement Plan, it did not seem expedient to change the admin-
istrative responsibility uptil the industry decided that a national eradication
program was preferable.

It was gratifying that the American Veterinary Medical Association endorsed
and adopted a resolution similar to the one that was forwarded to the U. S.
Department of Agriculture, On the other hand the U, S. Livestock Sanitary Asso-
ciation Committee on Infectious Diseases of Poultry failed to endorse this res-
olution, and consequently it was not submitted to the Association for comsiderationm.
The action taken on this resolution definitely reveals that more educational work
is indicated to convince the industry that pullorum disease can be eradicated (on a
national level) and that additional support is needed in extending a sound erad-
ication program.

It was also recommended to the Executive Board of the U, S. Livestock Sanitary
Association that a special committee for the study of pullorum disease eradication
be appointed as a standing committee comparable in scope, responsibility, and
prestige to other standing committees established to cope with infectious diseases
of animals, Unfortunately, this matter was tabled for the reason that it was
believed that the present Committee on Infectious Diseases of Poultry could assume
this assignment, This view is not accepted since we feel that the monetary status
of the poultry industry is of such a magnitude, and pullorum disease eradication
has advanced to such a point that it seems urgent that a national organization con-
cerned with the regulatory aspect of infectious diseases of animals should give
greater recognition to the future control and eradication of pullorum disease.

Pullorum disease testing of breeding flocks on a national level continues to
show progress as revealed in the following summary:

1950 1958 1962
No. of flocks 111,422 70,468 28,869
No. of birds 37,237,674 36,112,781 37,926,346
Percent reactors 0.72 0.07 0.018

Birds in clean flocks 13,302,642 31,273,701 35,516,244

A questionnaire was prepared to determine the status in regard to pullorum
diseagse control and eradication for each state. A sample questionnaire is attached
to this report as well as a summary of the data and information received. Forty-
four states returned the questionnaire., It is interesting to note that 29 states
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have state regulatory agencies concerned with their programs and 28 states have
regulatory power provided by law. Only 1l states require that all breeding flocks
in the state be tested., It is hoped that additional states will require that all
breeding flocks be tested under supervision. Eighteen states can quarantine pul-
lorum infected flocks and 41 states follow-up to eradicate foci of infection in
flocks. The following diagnostic data were submitted from approximately 35 states:

Diagnoses
Year Consignments Pullorum Fowl typhoid
1961 72,166 471 240
1962 76,119 348 172

Significant decreases in the diagnoses of pullorum disease and fowl typhoid
are obgerved. This decline in incidence of disease is compatible with the premise
that eradication is feasible provided certain necessary measures are instituted
and observed, Thirty-five states reported that eradication was their goal and that
a routine practice has been adopted to eliminate all known foci of infection.
Twenty-seven of the 44 states did not favor at this time the random sample test
plan based on flock size as was proposed at the last National Plans Conference.

During the past year the program for reporting Salmonella diagnoses among
poultry sponsored by the Animal Disease Eradication Division has gained momentum.
The following is a one-year summary:

States participating 45
S. pullorum isolations 388
S. gallinarum isolations 196
Other Salmonella isolations 1,069
Pullorum/typhoid isolations 584
Flock source: Plan flocks 340
Non-Plan flocks 127
Unknown 117
Area gource: South and Southeast 261
Northeast 81
North Central 162
Western 80
Qut-of=-state origin (%) 20

Dr. Walker, in charge of the reporting system, requests that laboratory diag-
nosticians attempt to obtain and provide an adequate history with each diagnosis in
order that follow-up of the focus of infection will be possible. Furthermore,
the flockowner and hatcheryman should keep accurate records to facilitate the in-
vestigation of a '"break.," All states are urged to participate in the reporting
system which will enable the profession and industry to obtain a more reliable
picture of the Salmonella status in this country.
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