
Abstracts from - he ?oceedings of the Kost Forshipful 

United Grand Lodge .. f. .. .of Iowa end jurisdictions.

It is our purpose' to rive as much Space as pos. iblc to each 

annual coinmunication and to record the most in ortant tri ansae—**v.
tions of this Grand Body.

FIR r ANNUAL CCKf U I' ’’ION.

CED..R R I. , 10 -A, July 10, 11, 12, Idbb.

BRO. GEO. H. CLEl’ETT, Des Moines, Grand Master. 
BRO. J. GLl - , iCeoiUK, Grand Secretary.

In accord .nee ith th< provisions of the constitution, the

. . United Gr nd lod e, A. F. . for Io and its juris­

diction met in its First Annual Comi>unication, at 10 o’clock,

. in the Hall of Mt. Olive Lodge No. 17, and was opened in 

ample form by Grand Master, Geo. H. Cle ; ott. The roll call
-

showed all officers present and in their respective stations.

The committee on credentials reported 16 of the 20 lodges pro­

perly represented. In his annual address Grmd Master Cleggett 

congratulated the craft on the feeling of harmony and content­

ment that had existed during the year and said;" the past year 

has been a quiet one. Oinco the Union there has been nothing to 

cause any disturbance,|t seems as if the brethr n had lost all 

the old vim and laid a ry their wea ons of war, washed off the 

war paint and set led do n to pence and quietude.”

In regard to the st nd ing of members who had belonged to 

Afric n and Hiram Gr nd Lo l os, rind who had left one side or 

the other, and hot Gid... clai... .ng them, I have re : ieo to all, 

"that we c nnot o jg In the returns; that we must take them as 

-c fin th" ; ",h.- ' .’1.nd ’ .r . r V the Mast, and all 
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the differences were settled in the convention.” He authorized 

Bro. A. H. Myrick to lay the corner stone of St. Peter’s A. M. E 

Church at Minneapolis, April 27, 1888. The address covers but 

five pages of the proceedings.

The Grind Secretary reported reciepts of '204.75, and dis­

bursements of ?162.45, leaving a balance of 42.70.

Three lodges wore reported defunct and surrendered their 

warrants: dark Lodre No. 19 at davenport; Garfield Lodge No. 7 

at Chariton and last rn Star Lod e No. 11, at Marshalltown.

J. <. Hilyard, of St. Paul, .'inn. was elected Grand Master, 

and J. E. Gillam of Keokuk, re-elected Grand Secretary. Des 

Moines was selected as the place for holding the next annual 

communicat ion.

The printed proceedings contains a cut of Grand Master­

elect J. K. Hilyard, the Constitution and By-laws of the Grand 

Lodge, and covers 57 pages of large and fine print.

SECOND ANNUAL COM. UNIC^TI ON.

DES MOINES, 10.A, July 9, 10, 11, 1889.

BHO. J. K. JilLYAKL, St. Paul, Minn., Grand Master 
BEO. J. E. GILLAM, KeoiUik, Grand Secretary.

The second annual communication of the M. W. United Grand 

Lodge of Iowa was held in the Hall of North Star Lodae No. 15, 

and was opened in an le form by the Grand Master.

It was customary in the early days for the Grand Master to 

first open a lodge of Master Manons, and after ascertaining if 

a constitutional number of lodges were duly represented, to 

then declare the Grand Lod >e o nen and ready for business. In

'ing these abstr cts, however, we shall use the above state-
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ment •
Grand Master Hilyurd’s annual address was very short cover­

ing but three pages, but is interesting for the sentiment ex­

pressed and recommendations made, under the head of Recommends— 

tions, he said,* I would reoommend that this Grand Lodge es­

tablish a library and a school of instruction; also that our 

United Grand Lod e be incorporated as soon as possible. I would 

further recommend the establishment of a Masonic Relief Society 

and of a more extended system of Grand Lodge Representation, and 

that the Grand Secretary spread them on the record of our pro­

ceedings. We have added a number of exchanges to our list thfcs 

year. There are very few Grand Lodges that we do not exchange 

with and I hope the next Grand Master will get the balance. 

There is one other thing I will call your attention to and that 

is uniformity of work in our jurisdiction. This is a matter of 

great ini ortance nd I hope some action will be taken on it at 

this scs ion. 1

He reported the death of Bast Grand Master Lewis Hayden of 

Boston, Mass., who was one of the most eminent colored Masons 

of his day.
The only recommendations acted upon was the appointment of 

a Committee on Uniformity of .’fork consisting of Brothers E. ... 

Vaughn, M. N. Bell and J. D. Heeler.

Grand Master Hilyard was the only non-resident of Iowa to 

ever be elected Grand Master of the United Gr nd. Lod e. He 

was a member of Pioneer Lodge No. 12, of St. La 1, Minn. at that 



time, under the jurisdiction of the United Gr nd Lod ;e of Iowa. 

The Com .ittoe on Credentials re orted 16 lodges represented.

The suspension of Bro. J. S. Martin by dims Lod. e No. 16, 

for disobeying a summons w. s referred back to the lodge for a 

new trial.

An amendment to the Constitution was adopted changing the 

time of holding the annual session from the second Tuesday in 

July to the third Tuesday in August.

On motion of Bro. Alex. Clark, Bro. 3. Fox was unanimous­

ly elected to be "Superintendent of Courts" (Heroines of Jeri­

cho ) and to use his influence to bring about 8 union of the 

Courts. Such acting would meet with strong opposition in the 

Grand Lodge of to-day.

The Grand Secretary who had handled all the funds reported 

collections of 190.60 and disbursements of >159.65. Balance 

on hand 32.05. His expence account of $15.00 was criticised 

and reduced to 312.00.

Bro. J. E. Gillam of Keoxuk, was elected Gr nd Master, and 

Bro. Geo. Cleggett of Des Moines, Gr; nd Secretary. Osx; loosa 

was selected for the next place of meeting.

The proceedings contains 43 pages of which 10 are devoted 

to the report of the C. C. F. C.

THIRD AHNUAL COMMUNICATION.

OSKALOOSA, 10 A, August 19, 20, 21, 1890.

BRO. J. E. GILLAM, Grand Master. 
BRO. G. H. Cu. :GG■ ”T, Grand Secretary.

According to the provisions of the Constitution, the . 



5

United Grand Lodge, A. F. & A. M. for Iowa and jurisdiction 

convened in the Hall of Sims Lodge No. 16, in the city of 

Oskaloosa, August 19, 1890, at 10 o’clock, A. M. A constitu­

tional number of lodges being represented. Grand Master J. E. 

Gillam,, opened the Grand Lodge in ample form and appointed the 

usual committees.

At the afternoon session the Grand Master delivered his an 

nual address. It covers only 5 pages, but shows he had been ac 

tively engaged in the administration of his duties. He is: ued 

a dispensation for the formation of one new lodge at Roslyn, 

state of Washington, and deputised P. G. . Bro. J. E. Shep- 

person, a ■£ortft«r member of King Solomon Lodge No. 10, at Cleve­

land, Iowa, to do the work. It was granted a warrant under the 

name of Cascade Lodge No. 19, but through some misunderstanding 

it did not receive the warrant, Jwtt was rewarr;.nted as No. 25, 

in 1897. Throu h the Grand Master's efforts the two lodges at 

Keokuk, York No. 1 and Star No. 5, were consolidated under the 

name and number of Union Lodge No. 1.

Sims Lodge No. 16, was granted permission to change its
' ‘‘ (fname to Grove Lodge No. 16.

The Grund Master appointed a Committee on Masonic Relief 

consisting of Brothers J. H. Shepard, A. A. Bland, J. D. Reoler 

E. C. Thomas and J. H. Breeden. The committee after due con­

sideration made the following report:

First-That an organization be founded to bo known as the 

Masonic Mutual Benefit Society for the State of Iowa and its 

jurisdiction.

Second-That the officers consist of President, Vice Presi­

dent and Secretary to be elected annually by the members of the 
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association.

Third-That a committee to consist of Bros. A. J. Harris, 

'A. A. Bland and J. E. Gillam be appointed to frame a constitu­

tion and by-laws to be presented to the above association at our 

next Gr ind Lodge Session.

Fourth-That this committee be continued.

Fifth-That the committee be zealous and be prepared to make 

a full report at the next meeting.

Sixth-That the proceedings of this coiamitt e be printed in 

this years minutes.

Bro. G. H. Cleggett offered the following resolution which 

was unanimously adopted:

Resolved: That we the members of the United Grand Lod e 

for the State of Iowa, feeling highly honored by the appoint­

ment of our honored Brother and Past Grand Master, Alexander 

Clarkof Muscatine, as Minister Resident and Gousul General to 

Liberia, Africa, hereby tender our best wishes, hoping that he 

may have a pleasent and safe journey. /e pray that his health 

may be preserved and he may be permitted to serve out his full 

term and return to us in safety. But it was not to be. His 

death occuurred May 18, 1891.

Grand Secretary’s report: Receipts ?224.45; Disbursements 

135.71; Balance on hand 90.74.

Brother J. E. Gillum re-elected Grand Master.

Brother A. A. Blc-nd elected Grand Secretary.

Keokuk was chosen as the next place of meeting.

Proceeding 57 pares.



FOURTH ANNUAL COMMUNICAT I OH

KEOKUK, 10 7a, August 18, 19, 20, 1891. 

BRO. J. E. GX- . Al, LI. 7. Gr nd Master.
BRO. A. a. BLAND, R. //. Grand Secretary.

At 10 A. M. Tuesday aug. 18, 1891, the M. >7. United Grand 

Lodge of Iowa and jurisdiction was opened in ample form in the 

Hall of Union Lodge No. 1, at Keokuk, Iowa by M. W. Grand Master 

J. E. Gillam.

Following the usual routine business the Grand Master ret d 

his annual address.

He announced the death of last Grand Master K. Hilyard 

Sr., which occurred at Phila elphia, fa., April 21, 1891, and the 

death of Past Grand Master Alexander Clark, at Monrovia, Liberie, 

May 29, 1891. A new lode was organized at Davenport, Hiram 

U. D. Reported King Solomon Lod?e No. 10, at Cleveland defunct. 

Had received word from the District Deputy, J. L. Neal, of 

Minnesota, that the three lodges in Minnesota were considering 

the surrendering of their warrants to join in the organization of 

a Grand Lodge for the State of Minnesota. Their action received 

the approval of the Grand Lodge.

The committee appointed at the last session to draft a Con­

stitution and By4Laws to ov rn the Masonic Benefit Associat on, 

reported its work nd same was adopted. The principal features 

of the Association are contained in Article V, Section 1 and 2, 

which reads as follows:

Section 1. All Master Masons in good standing, who are 

members in any Lodge within this jurisdiction, shall be assess­

ed twenty-five cents as a membership fee. At the death of a 
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member of the *esooiat Lon each member shall pay the sum of fifty 

cents; any member failing tj pay h m duos to the s ooiation for 

ore thin sixty deys forfeits 11 claims from the A3 eolation*

This section io not to be jo ns trued to a ly to such members as 

were si ex at the time the aseessraent ws levied.

Section 2. Sixty days after the death of a member, the 

Board of Directors will pay to the heirs of the deceased the stsa 

of forty cents per. capita on the entire mechcrship of the associ­

ation, ten cents per ca ita to be retainer in the con' Ln ent fund, 

from which the expenses of this .at ion shall be paid*

Upon notion, the Constitution and By-Laws were adopted, and, 

according to Its provisions, th© Grind Lad’S procee to dot 

)lreotors as follows: A. J. Harris, 3* Fox, d« H. Aho-, rd, Jno* 

1>. Heeler, W* F. .toot , ... 0* Thomas, A* ... Bland. Brothe s 

Bl nd, Thom'S, Barris .nd Fox, two years each; Broth© s Ahe.-.rd, 

Heeler nd Scott, one year each.

The ireotors elected the ol owing of.ioers: • • 31; nd,

President, ieoioik, io a; • 0. Thoc o, Vice—, resident. Cedar 

Rapids, iojsru; A. «J. Harris, 3c.orets.ry, .Acoxuk, Iowa; J. . Shep­

ard, Tree surer, De^ nines, Xowa.

Public Memorial Service s were hold in the u I. . Cltureh in 

honor of J. • hilyard tnd Alexander Clarlc* The Su>>crlntcnd nt 

of Courts reported the union of the two belles under *he n. me of 



the Gr nd Court of low, . . of /•

Grund Secretary reports: Heoeipts 264.00J Jiaburseacnts

141.65J Balance 122.65. The Grand ~rc surer's r ort tallies. 

This is the first year the dread Treasure had been in possession 

of the funds.

Des rolnes, the uest of Worth Star lodge So. 2. ws se­

lected -3 the next l.oe of meeting. Bro. J. ■"• Gill-m, re­

elected Grand Master, Bro. J. Heeler, os Moines Gr nd lee­

rot ry. 54 pares of proceed inns.

abiu.x cst-uiuj .7 ns.
MS HOURS, IOWA, August 16, 17, 18, 1802.

B30. 3. . GI~ ■ , Grand Muster. 
BHO. J. . H A, Grand Secretary.

in accordance with the provisions of the constitution, tho 

I. .. United Grund Lod,~e of Iowa assembled in the E.ll of Sorth 

Star Lodge Bo. 2, in eo oincs, and was opened in a-aple forc by 

Grund Master J. 1. Gill n. All the Gr nd Officers and most of 

the permanent members wore present. Thirteen lodges were re­

present cd.

After appointing the ooioraittees, tho Grand later ro d his 

annuel address. He reported tho or-;ft in fairly good condition. 

One now lod e or unisod at Clinton, Madison, 1. Reported 

the death of . . G. H. Bro. A. Dove of Union Lodge Bo. 1, 

at Keokuk, on ipril 11, 1892. ioportod the surrender of its

warrant by Worth >tar .-odre Ho. 15, at -os 'olnos.

He attended the funcr 1 of Paet Gr nd Master Aloxender Clark 

at use.ntine on Feb. 16, 1 92, and in reporting the occasion he 
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Elude the following a tat aacnts: In the early part of February 

last X received x letter from Mev* J. Hollar inforuin, ne that 

the remains of Brother Clark had arrived in the states; loo 

telling me to hold ayaelf In readiness nd he would dlnpatoh 

when the body arrived In - use ‘■ine. On the 13th X resolved a 

talerram Informing me that I would be expeatr in itosoatlne the 

16th• I waa aooorw.■.■nied By -ast Grund I.?..stor .. .. Bl nd, • J. 

Harris, and others. On arrivin'* at Musa-‘ ’no I ana met by son- 

bers of Mt. Olive Lod;-e Bo. 17 of wh'oh decentwas a member* 

?lth the as iat noe of Deputy Grund Master Banks, and others of 

our Jurlsdiotion, also my crash esteemed Brother Jones, crund '"re- 

assurer, nd representative of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, ho 

brou rht with him a beautiful floral tribute offered by the Grand 

Lodge of Missouri as a token of re peat to the dlatin uishod 

dead. X assembled ho or ft in a hall . re cared for the ooe olon, 

opened the Grand Lod.o in form and marched to the ohurol , nd 

after the oercjo-'y of the ohuroh ?e c.oorted the re.w.-ina of our 

*ust Grund Master to th© grave, where he was burled wi h Masonic 

honors. ith c d hearts we co; . .itted his body to its narrow home, 

there to quietly slumber until the 1 st d<y. *.’Cfoc to his 

ashes.”

..’resented an invitation from irlnoe Hall Grj-nd ^odge of Ill­

inois extending to Iowa Muons the use nnd court coles of epcoial 

head mart rs to be maintained in hioa o by the II"Inola Grand 

Lodge during the oriel*s Bair in 1U9F. It also contained a sug­

gestion for bolding a general Masonio Council in Chicago at some 

time during the orld’s Fair. "Ids suggestion w s ap- roved and 
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and the following del eg?-tea appointed to represent Xow at the 

meeting: ..... Bland, .... .loro©, • • Goo. "• 

.’leerott -ind . . . • Beeler.

Amendments to the constitution were adopted to ohan ge the 

time of holding th© nnusl ocwrrmnia-1ton from the third ?u©s- 

dry in August b ole to the second Tucsd y in July; to provide for 

a Board of Trustees, .nd to bond the Grind Treasurer.
Davenport was selected as the next pl.-,oe of meeting. '0IU'/

1 h SIXTH JTHU il GO«MCT1CA?1<».

. 7 G. r, iJ ., Jay 7. , J , i! , 1 'X'.

B :o. J. . : Gr nd Muster.
Bao. GAO. . .’ T, Actin.” Gr^nd 00

According to the provisions of the const1 n, the .’ . A.

United Grand j-odge for io*.'?u nd jurisdiction convened in the

Hall of Hir on -od ©, Ho. 19 in the city of Devon.. ort at 10 a. .

Tuesday, July 11, 19", and pis opened. in in If form by the Gr ml

Master.
All the elective officers were pi*f ont oxoc t "r m- Seare» 

taxy, ’ilea Bell, ' ho s siei nd unable to .attend. Bro. Geo. 

R. Cleggett ras appointed to act •••.:? r nd ioorotery during th© 

scesion. ?he r ointment of eon itttees, th© re ort o he -oo 

■nittee on Credent tale nd Jotmlttee on lulce ooou led ti g morn­

ing session. Bro. J. ”. Busty, of o'? in.4 . • G. • of Ill­

inois was admitted and received v;l h honors.

At the aft moon ees Lor, -Jr nd Master leoler read -is ton- 

nu 1 address, it is short, but eon' ino sever 1 matters of im­

port noe to the or ft. Had written over 5./J let e s. une new 



lodge, 1'ureke U. ?. at llarsballtown* deoonaaended that a fund 

be created for the burial of Past Grand Eant rs; that a digest 

or code of lews be prepared to '-ovem the Grand and JuborcLn- 

ate Lodges; that the newly or - nlsed Mesonie Benefit ossooia- 

tion b© dissolved; and whatever money reck-ina^'b© ileoed Ln a 

sinking fund for the funeral expenses of dwet-av Grand Eastera* 

in regard to the eon ition of th© assoalotion, he s .id-,* in

1 91 the organization of the '.. . B. .* ’- as perfected. for- 

tuncteii but few deaths ti re occurred inoo its or - nisatlon, but 

what h ve occurred, 1 regret to s y no ©ath benef its h< ve been 

paid to their heirs* in view of this condition of af airs, and 

the with-drnwal of th© compulsory clause in the constitution, nd 

further th t a majority of the directors have aith-drswn, I re­

commend that the M* M. 3. be dissolved.”

It was deme nd the balance of 7.5, left in the treasury 

turned into a sinxin fund. Ten per cant of the grows receipts 

of the Grrnd Lodge were to bo turn©’ into t is sinking fund* 

Yet the constitution as printed in this year’s prose-ding pro­

vided: ”Bveiy lodge shell pay for each member in pood st;ending 

annually 75 cents and 26 oents of the annual tax shall *0 to 

the .i. ows and Or. hands- Benefit Fund.” There Is however, no re­

cord that either of these provisions were over put indorse or any 

benefits paid*

It ordered th t 86 cents be collected from each mmb r to 

reimburse the widow of L*ast Grund ..K.stcr J. . HiJyard for his 

funeral expenses*

The Joimaittoe on < ispensations end Chartors mi d© this re­

port: "That th© Air oxa xodge, U. . located at Hars’valltown be 



gr ntcd a warrant at cost, and Ladlson „odo of Clinton, be al— 

lowed to change its name to Clinton ^odge So* Lu, ad LuTcsa 

take So* 21.” o have boon Informed by Jro. Goo. L* Jut or, who 

was orshipful faster v£ eureka at the time, that under hie ro- 

toet the numbers of those two lodes wore revoroed, but the 

Grand Secretary failed to rcoord the oh-nge, and hlle the war­

rants still carry the original numbers they have been listed in 

the roster of lodges as Eureka Wo. 20 and Clinton Wo. 21, sinoe 

1894*

A* H. Eyrloke f* M* of Anchor Lodge So* 14s at Minneapolis, 

was expel' ed from Slaaonry for misappropriating funds of the 

Lodge*
The following resolutions by Bro. J. T. Banks, was approv­

ed: Resolved: That my member of a subordinate lodge under this 

jurledlctlon, w.o is suspended for non-payment of dues:; .-uul re­

fuses or fails to y the arcane to his lodge lor one year shall 

be deemed guilty of un-maoonle conduct ami upon convicti_m there­

of shall be expelled from such lod e*" There is no record in 

the printed proceedings of the Grand, ..od- e that this resolution 

was ever enforced, nor does it appear in y of the printed con­

stitutions and ty-lsws of tho Grand Lodge*

A resolution to prohibit olocti n ring for office was laid 

on tho table*

The Con .itteo on Jurisprudence re orted that it vac unable to 

oom >1 etc its work and aokod to be continued daring the reseo of 

the Gr nd Lodge and report at the next socnlon. It was so or­

dered



Th© dcficicneies found in the accounts of Grmd Trea­

surer. • Anderson,and resent Grind Tre. surer, 3. E. Gil m 

were satisfactorily adjusted and the amounts duo the Grond 

-odre prom tly p Id.

The Finance Committee reported a balance on hand after all

claims allowed of ‘126.^6.

Hro. J. • Heeler re-elect o' Grand Master•

Gro* G. H. Clergett, elected Grand 'norctary.

Burlington r a selected as the next lace of meeting

BUX.IKGT J-K, July, 10, 11, 12, 1894.

BAG. J. • 2 .1, Grind Master*
BIO. G. H. lu X ' T, Gr nd decretory*

f *
„ooor in,? to the revisions of the Constitution, the , 

united Grand Lodge of lorn tnd jurisdiction convened in the Ball 

of uaner Lodge No. ?, in the city of Burlington, at 10 A. M. 

Tuesday, J ly 10, 1694.
»

After the usual formalities ©nd there being e constitu-

ttonal number of lodges represented the Grand 4.odge was Opened in 

arnle form by the Grind Master AJ. 2. Heeler.

At the afternoon session the Grand Master read bin annual

address. Hard times and unemployment had seriously af eoted the 

or ft, yet he not disoour'..'’©d. Ho puf-oriu-’ c -.uty Gr? nd 

Master James *’oodforfc to omnito a lodge at 'Test superior* ’is., 

to be lmov?n as James oodfork Lodge U. . Bro. H. H. Shite as 

a t ointod brshipful Master of the new lodge, but du® to his 

un-masonic conduct rmd disregard of Masonic law, the Grand Master 
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authorised the Deputy to rmove him from office* ifter his re­

moval tho lodge suspended him* The Gr nd hoA c sustained the

r nd Mester in his authority to remove an officer of a U. . 

J»od e, but declared the suspension by the lodge to be unconsti­

tutional nc void*

Deputy Grand Master Soodfork made an extended report de- 

tailing the actions of Bro. r ite, which led to his removal as
%

Worshipful Master*

The Grand Easter recomende’ the o ointment each year of 

a cotnnittee on printing whose duty it was to receive all matter 

to be printed from th© Gr-nd Secretary nd supervise the print­

ing of the same.
nother rcaoewMBdation wMMb was approved by tho Grand x-o< »

v □ for the a- ointment of a statistic! n* it '■ s never o: rried 

out, although in macing the reoomm ndatio , the Grand Master 

s id,” I believe that tho Grand Midge should have a place to ut 

its records from time to time, and all the matters of a iiusonlo 

nature that will tend to raa^e history. At cresent v,e have no 

records or other documents that is the property of the Grand -od o 

I, therefore, reoomend the ap ointment of a stetiatijinn whose 

duty shall be to oolleot as oorreotly as nos ible the history 

of this Grand Dod ’<b with data as to the deaths in tho juried lo­

tion, and ell documents in general that sh 11 in tny way help 

to ntke history*w
All lodges named after livin ’ men were ordered to change

their n ames*
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The Iowa State Bystander made the official or fan of the

Grand x-od e in lace o£ the v es ..oines 4v< 1 nc> .

A resolution to add one more dty (either tomuy or Friday) 

to the Gr nd Lodge cession for holding a school of instruction 

was defeated.

.< oocuaittee was appointed to report at the next session a 

workable plan of a Ido s nd Orphans Relief end Benefit Fond. 

Instructors in each of the three de re s wore a* ointed to hold 

a s ;hool of instruction at the next ses ton.

A committee was a ointed to asoert in the cost of Grand 

lod -e paraphernalia.

"" e w- rn nt of ting Mio on Lodge No. 10, sc lied in.

”hc Gr nd Lod e enjoyed a visit from a distinguished white

’■•..son ic the eer ->n of >v. Bro. Henry '*nrtl: , act Or nd Rep­

resentative of the Grand l odge of Mexico to the Grand Lodge of 

Geor-La, and neater of the Grand Lodge of Bnglan , jtl&nd and 

Kovla Scotia, o delivered n interesting and instruotive ad­

dress, which he closed with these cneour -Lag words:*"Gut most 

wort y sir end Brother, to the inde even of the obtuse it is 

axiom.tic, that the ositicn of what is termed Colored Masonry 

is tencable, dimlfied, and honorable,- is ^tiflcj .nd histor­

ic. In conwlusloii, pen .it me, standing Ln your mi; st, not only 

as the .i >v ’ .. job, but us t. ri .t jf the holy t olio Jliuroh,

to invoke the choice bios Ings of the Almighty -arent cf Good 

on your august and ost orchi;ful Body.

Memorial servio s were held st the • M. '■• Church on Tues­

day evening Ln memory of last <e,uty Gr nd Hester Ifnrd J
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Harris and five other of their brethren.

The Fin nee Cosimittee reported a balance of ,91.00 in the

General und and ;25.28 in the Oinking Fund.

Bro. J. B. Reel er re-elected Gr nd Master.

Bro. G. H. Gleggett re-elected Grand Secretary.

KcokuM was selected as the next place of meeting.

Nfc|c—It was at this session that the compiler of this his­

tory had, for the first time, the pleasure of setting in this 

Gr nd Lodge. I was there as the Senior .Varden of Maple Grove 

Lodge No. 16, of Oskaloosa, I received as 1 then thought and still 

so regard, very flattering recognition for a novice, having serv­

ed as Grand Register and on throe committees, Credentials, 

Appeals Grievances^and Accounts. My name, however, does not ap­

pear as a representative of Maple Grove Lodge in the printed re­

port of the Committee on Credentials. Of the entire membership 

present at that ses ion, but four besides rqyself are still living.

The then Grand Master, Bro. J. B. Re lor, who for the past 14

years has been Gr nd Treasurer nd only retired in 1930, on ac­

count of ill health; Bro. I. 1. Bro n, Past Grand Master; Bro.

D Cranford, last Grand Treasurer nd Bro. Geo. L. Juter, last

Grand Secretary.
EIGHTH ^NNU.J, COMMUNICATION

KEOKUK, July 9, 10, 11, 1895

BRO. J. D. RE. L R, Grand Master. 
BRO. G. H. CL .G .'i.T , Grand Secret, ry.

According to the provisions of the Constitution, the M. *»• 

United Grand Lodge of Iowa convened in the Hall of Union Aodge 

No. 1, in the City of Keokuk, Iowa, Tuesday July 9, 1895, at 10 

o’clock A. M. A constitutional number of lodges being repre-
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seated, the Grand Master opened the Gr.nd Lodge in Ample Kona/ 

appointed his Committees end at the afternoon session read his 

annual Address. He reported some of the lodges as ”active and 

progressive”, while others were "lagging in tho work because 

of weakness and adverse circumstances.” He refused to recom­

mend the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, which had 

been organized on August 16, 1894, because of certain irregu­

larities on the part of the members of Pioneer Lodge No. 12, in 
St. Paul.

Had received official notice that the Grand Lodge of Ohio 

had refused recognition to the newly organized Gr«md Lodge of 

Kentucky. He had been unable "for good reasons" to select a 

Statistician, but hoped his successor would do so. He suggest­

ed that the Master of each lodge select some one in the lod e 

to prepare a history of their lodge and send a copy to the 
Statistic!. n.

A warrant was issued to Enterprise Lod o No. 22 at Nest 

Superior, ;is. A few minor amendments to the laws were adopted. 

An Invitation to attend a picnic at Hand i/ark, Tuesday aft.• y- 

noon was accepted, ana one from .-argaret Ann Court to attend a 

Silver Reception, A'edneaday evening.

The appeal off, G. 3. Bro. M. N. Bell from suspension by 

North Star Lodge, was referred back to the lodge for a new trial

The Committee on Accounts reported a deficit of 8.21 after 

all bills were allowed.

Bro. A. A. Bland, elected Grand Master.

Bro. G. h. Cleggett re-elected Grand Secretary. 

Muoha.cinock was selected as the next place of meeting.
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NINTH ANNUAL Cl--.Ui.lC AT ION.
MUCHAAIIOCX, IOWA, July 14, 15, 16, 1896.

BRO. A. A. Bj-AND, Grund Master.
BRO. G. H. CLlGG^.TT, Grand Secretary.

The town of Muchakinock, a name derived from the expression 

”How Much I Can Knock," can not now be found on the present maps 

of Iowa. At the time it entertained the Grand Lodge it was a 

well built flourishing coal mining town situated five miles 

south of Oskaloosa in Mahaska County. It was not Incorporated, 

but was owned by the Consolidation Coal Company of Illinois, a 

subsidiary of the Chico to & Northweste rn Railway. It housed e 

population of about 400 families and ave employment to nearly 

1000 miners, a majority of what- were Negroes. It had comforta­

ble school buildings where colored teachers wore employed; sub­

stantially built church which were always ably pastored and 

several secret and social organizations. At the time it enter­

tained the Gr.nd Lodge Cedar Grove Lodge was the second in mem­

bership in the jurisdiction.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution the . '.V. 

United Grand Lodge of Iowa convened in its Ninth Annual Com­

munication in the Hall of Cedar Grove Lodge No. 18, at ilucha- 

kinock on Tuesday, July 14, 1896, at 10 o’clock A. M. A roll 

call of lodges showed a constitutional number represented and 

Grand Master Bland opened the Grand Lod e in ;lmple Form.

At the afternoon session, the Grtnd Master read his Annual

Address. It is evident that the address as printed in the rro- 

ceedings is some what d-eHrtred, as the Committee on Grund Master’s 

Address in its report recommended that certain portions of the
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address "be stricken out."

The Grand Master had failed in an eflort to raise enough 

money to rint the Ifetfi proceedings. He had asked for

a voluntary contribution fro: each lodge, but only a few respond­

ed. This was the first time io..a had failed to print her pro­

ceeding. provision was made, however, at thio session to print 

the proceedings of 1695 and It 96 and bind them in one volume. This 

was done., r »
Most of the time of Wednesday’s session was taken up Ln a 

discussion of the report of the Committee on Credentials on which 

the Committee itself was divided. The prinol al ar.guments was 

over a motion that A. G. Clark be riven a vote in this Grand Lod e 

as a representative of Marie Grove -.od e .’Io. 16, at Os: loom . 

'Motion lost." The motion was me e after the oommittoe had re— 

ported unfavorable to Bro. Clark. Bro. Clark was a past senior 

-ardon of Maple Grove Lodge 'Io. 16. He hid offered as his cre­

dentials the proxy of Bro. Cohn Fill isms, the then ccnlor -urdon 

of that xodge. His ri ht to be seated us a representative of h.s 

lodge was based on article V, deotioil I of the Constitution, which 

had been the law ever dnoe the organisation, was the law then and
A/ kd-u. / ?■ / S’,

was until oht n ’cd Ln xhe-Cees-4f It reads as follows:

Section I. The Master and Gardens, when unable to attend th© 

Go. . .uni a t ion of the Grand i-odge, -h .11 nominate and send their 

representatives who ust be a member of some lodge in this juris- 

dlotion and who must have served In the sane or hl her office, 

with their jewels/to represent them in the Gr nd Lod ?g- the Master 

sending a ?ast Master and the Gardens, Past lardons or Past
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Masters, as their representatives.

There was ia question as to the regularity of Bro. Clark’s 

Credentials.

The Grand Secretary nd 0. C. IT. C. were instructed to re­

cognise the Gr nd x>od e of Minnesota*

The election of officers in .ale Grove lodge over which a 

co iplaint had been filed was referred busk to the lod e for a new 

election.

An enjoyable feature of the session was the public address de- 
d.

livered from the band stand by ast Haster, -r. 1. V* nrown, of

Oskalosa.

Bro. I. 4. Bland rc-©leatcd Grand aster.

Bro. v. H. London elected Grand deor®t? ry.

Marshalltown was selected as the next place of meeting.

TirjTB A5RUAL 3 XCT’SICATIOR.

. UH...UT0 .S, July 17, 14, 16, lcJ7.

B?.Q. .. 31.31, Grand Hester.
B.iO. . . . -Cf. ;■£, Gr nd ^eorct.-iry•

Obedient to the provia lor of the Constitution the U. .. Un­

ited dr nd Lodge of Iowa convened in the Hall of Jureka Lod e So. 

20 at Id o’clock A. Id. Tucud y, July 1.' , c7.

A constitutional number of lod es being represented, Grand 

Hastor ... A. Bland opened the Grand ..od-c in lo Form and ap- 

pointed his Committees.

At the afternoon session a hearty welcome was extended to the 

ambers of the Gr nd *od,ve on behalf of Hnro>ca iodro, by Bro. Her­

bert rlrht which was hap Uy i?;-.cn.’cC to by . G. . "ro. J. .



Heel or. The Gr .nd Kaoter then r< 4 his crmual ..ddrcuu. it was 

short and contained but little for the body to work on. He asked 

that Cascade .uodge *3, 3. nt loslyn, "ash., bo granted a warrant 

whioh was done and numbered EF. The Grc.ad Lod seemed to have

plenty of time on its hands as a recess of 10 or 15 minutes wes 

taken st ©very see >ion.

After debating for two days a resolution by Bro. L. C.--TLllg 

to set aside an amount sufficient to pay for printing the pro* 

coed Ing, nd pro-rate the balance among the traveling expenses of 

Gr nd Officers; the resolution as indefinitely ostpsnod.

Fast Grand Baste? Beeler presented a oompreh-ansive plan for 

a Inoorporative Benefit >.3 oci .t.on, wiich after a general dis­

cussion was endorsed by the Grnd Lodge. A board of 18 direct* 

ors was electee, who elected the fol owing officers: Bro. James 

..ashington, resident; Bro. John *ic ler, Zice «. redd t; Bro. 

J. H. Jhepard, Treasurer .uid 3ro. ♦ .. Bland, .Secret ry. It 

provided for a membership fee of 2.00 for the first yoar and

1.0) thereafter. .nnual c.ucs of 1.00 -xv bl- in quarterly in* 

stall; .ent of 25 cents a pwrtor. Bros. Bfenxo, Gleggstt nnd Shep­

ard were appointed to the Association incorporated. It was to 

meet during the session of th© Gr nd Lodge and its transactions 

printed Ln the .rocor ln~s.

Bro. J.imca 'ashinsrton vna el-ote *r nd 1 tat er.

Bro. a. .. Bland was eleoted ‘r nd Seoretary.

os “sines was selectr ’ -it the next plnoc of meeting.

XHTW1 AMTOAL CO^MUBXCAT iOS.

-,.J d-HS , July 12. IF, 14, 1P98.



BHO. 3 ... - ■» 3, 'r nd Master.
BiO. *. .. u. di. , Gr nd .ie.crct ry.

rf
In oomplianoo with the provisions of the Constitution, th©

i.. .. United Grand lod o of Iowa convened in its Eleventh ma­

nual Communication in the Hall of 3orth Star Madge in es ...oin«s, 

at 10 A. LI. Tucsi y, July IL, 1898.

A constitutional number of ledges being represent’d, Grand 

:: inter Jam- s Vashlngton, opened the Grand ..odgo in riple Farm, 

find a- ointed h 3 Go ,/dtteos. Th© ;rond Master's address is not 

printed in th© irooceiln a for which omission the Grand Secretary 

makes the folio Ing statement:

r7hc . 7. Grand aster Jarnos .aShlngton read his annual 

address which contained many good recommendations touching all 

local affaire and quoting ./alte lengthy on historical affairs. But 

on account of its great len th and the financial st nding of the 

Treasurer, Grand Master Brown ordered the list of lodges, the 

Grand Master's address and all that could be dispensed with of the 

1898 prooeeding cut out."

»o believe this to huv© been a JUatuxe. It is th© only time 

the Grand Master's Annual Addre s has not beer, printed in the 

. nnual Proceeding of the Sr nd lod e. The proooeding for 1898 

were not printed till next year and are bound ith 1699. One 

learns from the re. ort of the Committee that analysed the ad­

dress that his resoamendation for the use of traveling curd v;»s 

approved. This was the first tine the Or nd lodge had approved 

the use of a traveling cmrd.

Bro. I. .. <--o. n ■ elector r nd Master.

Bro. • Bland re-eleotci Grand Secretary.



Davenport “’as selected for the next >lnce n£ meeting.

fysim ..rr: ; :or. -ini ? r . 15.
V - ORT, July 11, 12, 1?, 1809.

BRO. I. L. B1O-N, Grand Master. 

BRO. a. . 5 , Cr nd deoret ry.

In accordance with the Constitution the : . . IMited Gr nd 

Lod>e of Io e net in the Hall of Hirer Lod^e Tfo. 19, at Taven- 

port on WMMk* July 11, st 10 o•clock A. 1:* p'h. re ving a count!- 

tntionel number of lod -es represented, the Or-.nd Lod -e was opened 

in .'«iaple l*orm by the Gr nd Master and Carnittees a. dated.

The Or nd Master then read bls nrn.v 1 Addrrsr. It w-.s an in­

teresting and inspiring document -nd contained much of interest to 

the Craft. It showed he had been tirole in hie efforts to build 

up and strengthen the Cr t in the jurisdiction. ner lodge had 

been org nizr-d st Chariton and one at Omaha, Feb., both of which 

were granted warrants* The lodge at Next on was revived under its 

old warr nt and Golden Star Lodge Wo* 4, at Ottumwa resuscitated 

by the addition of 14 now tnoeb- rs.

Bro. 0. B. Clary of t. Olive Lodge So. IT, and Bro.

Ho^xins cf Hiram *.od c Ho. 19, .’iO h d been expelled by their re­

spective lodges were restored to Masonry.

At the .ednesdey morning session M. Bro. I’enry B. Jfanla, 

Grand Master of Prince Ball Grand uod e of Illinois, was ad­

mitted; received with honors and oon^uotod to the ;a^t rhen he ad­

dressed the Grand Lodge. He presided over the Gr nd Lod e during 

the installation of officers*

The Grind Lod~« enjoyed a street onr rido over the cities of
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.Davenport, Hock isL.nd and Moline*

There la no mention in either the 1898 or 1899 proceeding 

of the Masonic Benefit Association organized at Marshalltown in 

1897.

Bro» I. 1** Brown re-cloated -r nd Master*

Bro. A* A* Bland ro—elected Gr nd Secretary.

Ottumwa was soloctec as the next plane of meeting.

THiRT.- Trn .wjal e

0TTW7A. I Ob’A July 10, 11. 12, 1900.

BBO. I. ... BRO’VW, Grnd Master. 
BJO. A. ... 3L4IL, Grand Secretary.

This being the day fixed, by the Constitution for the Annual 

Communication, the officers nd zacmbers of the M. .'«• United Jr and 

Lod ea of Lows assembled in Masonic Hall, at Ittui.n at 10 o’clock 

A. . Tuesday, July 10, 190 . A constitutional nwebor of lodges 

being represented Grand Master I. Brown opened the Grund Modge 

in Ample form, appointed his domaittees and then read his .nnuul 

aiddress.

The address shows the Gr nd Master had not wearied or lagged 

in his efiorts to build up and strengthen the Craft throughout 

the jurisdiction and was able to s y without fear of oontridic- 

tion ”Aa Masons we outht to rejoice at the toxens of continued use 

fulness raid solid prosperity dlstinmlshing the subordinate lodges 

in our Jurlsllotian during the Uasonlo year now about to alose. 

Wo previous year, perhaps, since the organization of the '.’rend 

Lodge, has exhibited a healthier laconic tone, a more cheerful 

eonfomity t o M ..sonic law and v ago, or more solid proofs of on- 



lightened seal nd fidelity to our time honored iniJtitutl n.**

All attempts to change the time for holding the ■«r.nd 4*odge 

wore defeated.

Golden Star led e Bo. 4, of Ottumwa was ordered to pay to 

as pie Grove l»od o So. 16. of Oex. ioooa the Initiation fee re­

ceived from Goo. E. Taylor, who ma a rceidmt of jcxaloooa a the 

time he was accepted nd initiated In Golden 3t.r Lodge.

A Bow lodge at Albia was granted a warrant as Libia Star No. 

26.

The old vjucstlon of a Mesonic Relief Fund oame up again and 

precipitated a heated dlscu uiMl resulted in the ap oint­

ment of a ocoalttee to formulate a Relief i*laa and report at the 

next son ion.

Although Grand Master Brown had expressed the wish in his 

Annual Ad drear ."That you elect 3or.ic one els© to fill .-qy position.” 

he was re-electod Grad Ulster ini Bro. x. <.» Blond re-elected.

Grand Secret ry.

Libia as ; ioson as the next pluoc of meeting.

This Frooc dings oont ins the revised Constitution nd Sy-laws.

FOURT ..STH CX1JUK1J ATIJI.

ALBIA. 10SA, July G, 10. 11, 1901. 

BRO. 1. B30vs. Gr nd Master.
B.iO. A. .. IL, X., Grand Secretary.

This being the d y fixed by the Constitution for th© unuixl 

Cora uni oat ion, the officer® and mombore of the United Grand Lodge 

of Iowa aasoabled in Masonic Ball in Albia at 10 A. M« Tuesday, 

July 9. 1901.



to keep the same os a separate fund.

FOUliTH—We reconsncnd that no benefit be paid out until after 

the sitting of the next G. L. and after that period the dooessed 

widow or estate to bo paid the sura of '50*00 upon oertifioation 

of death*

FIF?B**Ib case the sum becomes exhausted the Grand Secretary 

to be empowered to order an extra asaeasmeot of 25 oents from cash 

Ember of each nubordlnate lodge.

Signed, J* Frank Bla^burn,

W. H. Milligan,

8* T. Banks,
.•* •• ■ wr

•• a. Searay.

H. H. Lewis, Seo’y.

..mended so as to read voluntarily.

Bro. X. L* Brown was re-elected Grand Master.

Bro. J. Frank Blagbum, elected Grand Seoretary.

Keokuk was chosen as the next place of meeting.

FIFTK NTH AlSOiL C^UHiCATXQI.

KEOKUK, July 8, 9, 10, 1902.

B10. I. 1. BRO H, Grand Master. 
BHO. J. FH.1SK BLAGBCT, Grand Secretary.

As provided by the notion of the last flrand Session and in as* 

oordunoe with the provisions of the Constitution, the M. W. United 

Grand Lodge of Xo’ca met in its Fifteenth .jfinual Session in the 

city of Keokuk on Tuesday, July 8, 1902, at 10 o* clock A* M*

Or nd Master X. L. Brown opened the ’.rand Lodge in as le Form 

appointed his Oosnlttees and then read his annual Address. He had

visited all but three of the lodges and issued 15 dispensations
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to keep the same as a separate ;ind.

FOU:iTH—We recocBncnd that no benefit be paid out until after 

the sitting of the next G. L. and after that period the dooeased 

widow or estate to bo paid the eum of *50.00 upon oertifioation 

of death*

FIFTH—In oase the sum becomes exhausted the Grand Seoretary 

to be empowered to order an extra assessment of 25 cents from each 

aafter of each subordinate lodge.

Signed , J. Frank Blagbum,

W. H. Milligan, 

E.T. Banks,
• A ”

•• a. dearoy,

H. H. Lewis, Sec’y.

Amended so as to read voluntarily.

Bro. I. 1. Brown was re-elected Grand Master.

Bro. J. Frank Blagbum, elected Grand Secretary.

Keokuk was chosen as the next place of meeting.

FIFTH. KTH .BW.J, OQMMUBXOaTXOI.

oom, July 8, 9, 10, 1902.

BIO. I. 1. BHO I, Grand Master. 
BBO. J. FHABX BLAGWH1, Grand Secretary.

w provided by the notion of the last Grand Session and in ac­

cordance with the provisions of the Constitution, the M. Sf. United 

Grand Lodge of Iowa met in ite Fifteenth annual Session in the 

olty of Keokuk on Tuesday, July 8, 1902, at 10 o’clock A. M«

Or nd Master I. 1. Brown opened the Grand Lodge in ,*s la Form 

appointed hie Committees and then read his Annual Address. He had

visited all but three of the lodges and issued 15 dispensations
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to do work out of tlm.

Masonio Standing w«s granted to Bro. Thos. Jnakson, of Mt. 

Olive lodge Bo. 17; Bro. 2. Goins of Uhton Lodge Bo. 1, while 

Bro. H. Crya pr^y $ for restoration to mcobei’shlp tn Onion 
Lad e So. 1. was dnajX-jr^

A Committee was appointed to ascertain the need of a Mason* 

ic Hose.

An amoadmont to the By-laws wan adopted by whloh the annual 

dues were raised from 50 ots. to 76 ots.

?he question of holding a School of Inst met ion wan brought 

up as unfinished business, ?nd after thorough discussion, was 

laid on the table.

& touching tribute on the life of the late President of the 

United States, Illlam MoZinlqy, as taken by permission from the
■ 4

EroooMings of the hlte Grsnd lodge of lowe, was presented by the 
i

special committee end ordered printed in the prone rd in~s.

Memorial services at the A. '♦ 2. Church, a picnic at Hands 

Parle and a public installation and ban net at Gib on*s Opera
<

House were the interesting auhlio features of the secs ton.
if

A spirited contest betwoen Buxton, res Moines, Cedar Bapids 

and Clinton for the honor of entertaining the next Grand Lodge re­

sulted in the choice of Boe i&olnes.

Bro. I. L. Brown was re»eleotcd Gr nd Master.

Bro. a. ... Bland elected Grand Secret ary.

SXXTBEWfi ABSO& CJ^. U21CAT10H.

ILS MOXIES, July 14, 15, 16, 1W8*

BHO. I. L. B3G .®, Grand Master.
BdO. A. A. Bi. iRD, Gr. nd Secretary*



29.
*

In obedionoe with the provisions of the Constitution the 

Officers nd members of the M* I* United Grand Lodge of Iowa as­

sembled in the Hall of Sorth Star Lodge Bo* &9 in the city of Jes 

Moines at 10 a# M* Tuesday* July 14* 19055*

A oonstitutional number of lodges being represented the 

Grand Master opened the Grand Lodge in ^mple i’orm and after ap­

pointing his Committees* read his Annual Addrc s. It was ^uite a 

departure from the formal reports that had constituted previous 

Annual Addresses in that he devoted more than fourteen pares to an 

interesting and elegant tribute to "Masonry” find its influence 

upon mankind rind the world in gen ral* He visited ten of the four 

teen lodges and issued dispensations to ten to do work out of 

time* Granted dispensation for a now lod-o at Clarinda, which was 

warranted as Golden Circle Ho* 27, and one at Seattle. <as'- ington 

which was warranted Trinity Lodge Mo* 28* He reported the forma­

tion of a Grand Lod«re for the State of Washington but that their 

lodges in that state had remained loyal to iowa* He favored re- 

oognlsin^’ the new Grand Body as soon as it was shown to have 

been le ally formed* He recommended that all lod os in arrears of 

dues to the Grand Lodge be granteu. such duos and taade olear of the 

books*

The Committee appointed to oodlfy the laws of the Grand and 

subordinate lodges into a complete Code to govern all llasonio 

lodges were unable to complete the work during the session. It 

was continued with authority to act during the reoese of Grand 

Lodge and have its report ready for action at th© next session 

and one day was added to the next annual ses ion to be known as
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Evil! ic.t ion Bay. Ths Cobalt tee wa* composed of Bro. Geo. L. 

Suter, Surei© Lodge Xo. 30. Chairman; Bro. .>♦ T, BunXs, Sorth Mar 

Lodge So. 2 and Bro. H. X. Hlllo^' Issauo -.ol je So. 26. They were 

all well Informed 13 Lkwonio jurisprudenoe and fully qualified to 

perform the wore unsigned. The Goa ilttee together with the alee- 

tire Grand Officers was ordered to meet Ln the oity of Oiaaha, 3eb. 

the Monday before the meeting of the next Grjad Lodge*

The Grand Lodge upon invitation of Governor A. B* Outxslne. 

visited the State Rouse, Tuesday afternoon.

Becatur Lodge Ho* 13 at. Sioux City wt s granted poraleslon to 

chan t its number to 14, originally held by Juiohor Lodge cf Mixa* 

e&polia*

The raising of Grand lodge duos from 50 cents to 75 cents at 

tho lost session was dismissed be to its legality. The Grand 

Lod e duos were provided for and the amount fixed in tho Const!* 

tut ion. Article XXIX, which could not he annnled at one session. 

Tho Gr.nd Master decided ’’that the ectton bad the unanimous vote 

of the Grund J-odge and was valid; -'.nd that the amendment made 

last year will stand, until changed by this Grand Lodge.w

The CoEi iitteo anointed to investigate the needs of a Masonic 

Home reported they h/id thus far found but three indigent Masons 

in the jurisdiction who would enter the home if one was provided.» 
The Committee was continued.

Bro. X. L* Bro n. re-cieated Gr nd Laster.

Bro. A. A. Bland, re-elected Gr.ihd Beorctary.

Omaha, leb. was selected as the next place of nesting.



&SVENT ;iEHTH C0W4U3ICaT 101.

OUBA, NEB., July 12, IF, 14, 1904. 

BBO. I. 1. B11O./H, Grand Master. 
BHO. i. A. BLASI, Grand Seoret ry.

i'ursu&nt to the order at the last session and in accordance 

with the provisions of the Constitution, the M. W. (felted Grand 

lodge of Iowa and its Masonic jurisdlotion (the same embracing 

the whole state of xowa, parts of the states of Washington, and 

Nebraska) convened in the oity of Omaha, Neb., at 10 o’olook A. M. 

on Tuesday, July 12, 1904.

At the time of the or anization of the (felted Grand lodge, 

African Grand lodge of low held three lodges in the State of 

Minnesota. These lodes were allowed representation in the Con­

vention that formed the United Grand lodge and remained under the 

Iowa ^urlsdiotlon until the formation of the Grund lodge of 

esota. The United Grand lodge organised two lodges in Wisconsin, 

three in the otate of Washington and one in Nebraska, Besoue No. 

25, where this session was being held. It was the first time the 

(felted Grand lodge had held its Annual Session outside of the 

State of Iowa, although African Grrnd lod *e held Its fourth annual 

session in St. 2aul in 1885.

Grund Master Brown opened the Gr nd Lod.-e in Ample Form and 

appointed the usual Committees. At the aftorno n sesnlon he read 

his .nnusl Address. Most of the address was devoted to a review 

of tho olroumstances which led to the organization of B*scuo lodge 

which had been made AAs excuse for the Grand lodge of Missouri 

sowing fraternal relations with the (felted Grund Lod?o^w© give 

here the full text of the foots as presented by Grnnd Mnatny
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reason of t e much mooted juection of Rescue Lodge So*

15, I deem Lt only proper to five thio Gr nd Body th© full state­

ment of f ate in the caee as pre ared oy Brother II* X* Hlllon, 

which will explain the cause of Rescue So* 15 being in the juris­

diction of the Graad Lodge of Iowa* Also the part the G« K* of 

Iowa has taken in the controversy, and 1® to be aaceptcd as lowa*o 

ride of the contention* It is to be considered as part of qy 

offtotal report, and 1 recommend the earn© be printed in full in 

the prooec-lings of thio Grand Session, that the Masons of lowt 

may thorauaftly comprehend the situation in all Its disagreeable 

phases*

It has been the hope of the members of Rescue Lodre Ko* *25,

. f. & A* £*, that the shameful and un—'asonic conduct of the 

colored Grand Ledge of :11s our 1 nd her oolloa-ues, die within the 

walls of the colored iiasonic fraternity, particularly at this time 

when many white Qrsnd lodges In uneriaa are on the brink of on— 

ivera 1 Uasonio recognition. But it is evident Uy the publica­

tion through the Omaha "Sntorprise* of aug* 25th, of the sever­

ance of fraternal relations with the Grund Lodge of Xowa, that 

iiaeourl Qr nd Lodge is not content with the shameful und un- ‘ason< 

io manner in which she dealt with Hcsouc Lodge while under her 

jurisdiction, and which causes Reooue Lodge to seek protection un­

der the M&eonlo wing of Iowa Grand Lodge, but want the public to 

know that elnoe she at.n do no more directly against Rescue Lodge 

she has now concluded to make Iowa Grand Lodge the object of 

her spite* Since this appears to be the fast, the public may imow
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the cause as well as the effect* Bead and you Mil leant some* 

thing of the calibre of Missouri Grsaad l«edgo and her dictators*
>f This trouble dates back to *95 when a amber of monbere then 

in lodges Bos. 74 and 110 under th© Missouri jurlsdiotion, honor­

ably end regularly withdrew their membership because of the clasa 

of people In them and their conduot, and the suicidal manner in 

which they persisted In oonduotlng lodge af airs, proof of this 

lying in the fact that both Missouri’s subordinate lodges in Omaha 

are defendants in the Douglas County courts right now. Those man* 

bars withdrew and formed a olub, and asked Grand Master, J. H. 

Pelham, for instructions in the prooeedure. He gave the same and 

advised the olub to go ahead, preparatory to orran last ion of a new 

lodge. Beither of th© old lodges would recofwisnd the olub as per 

constitution.

" after nearly one year of constant v/ork on this mutter, guid­

ed all the while by lelham, the following letter (a oopy of which 

is on file and before m© now^whioh was sent to relhais from the 

olub) will explain much:

Omaha, Bob., May 7. 1896.

J. H. Pelham, M. W. G. M.,

Dear Sir Ind Brother: iith profound respect for the honor­

able and Important position you hold, we have ben made to assert 

our manliness in just defense. =?e now detaoh the man from the 

office and state herein a few facts for you to ponder over. Our 

long forbearance with you has at last ©eased. He feel and believe 

you have been trivlallng with our patience for ton or eleven months 

past, ’de feel that in the end we will find our labors have went 

for naught. Ten months ago we asked th© Grand lodge for a dlspen*
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s t ion to orgtmise a new lodge. It wan left to you ith power 

to not. You told our representative you would e®e to Orauha with­

in six weeks and see how matt or stand* Bid you do It? We have 

on file a letter from you, dated Oct. 21st, *95 saying you would 

be in Omaha on or about the 10th of November. Did you do it? ?• 

have on file a tele.tram dated Bov. 29th, *95, saying you would be 

here the following Saturday. You cane, but did you do as you 

said you would when you oarae? That night in open session did you 

not say the unimpaired Ansonia standing of his slub w.^r rented 

you in granting a dispensation and that you would do so when five 

more mnrnb rs were addeu to the club? and that you would do so re­

gardless of a reooHEnendi.ition from elth r Bo* 74 or 110, as you 

could plainly see that the spirit of op osition was so great that 

it would be impossible to get the some.?

"Have we not complied with your every requirement, not in only 

this. but in every particular?

11 On file, from you, dated Karuh 11th. *96, you agy? "I have 

concluded to grant the prayer; send petition and MO. 00 and I shall 

not within ten d.ys after reoeiving the money.” Have you done it? 

The money was forwarded you by eorpre s, eiarah 18th, ’96, and you 

reoeived ths oeioo. On file from you, luted April 14th, *9G, you 

s»y "I shall be in Omaha in « very few days to organise you.” Did 

you do so?
* Sot withstanding you have failed to keep your word in almost 

every instance (with us J we have confided in you, and thought you 

would teal with us Justly end fairly, from the way you have used 

and misused us in this matter*, this body of men nd Uasons--trust­

ed ilasonio advooatc s—has been led to fear that the u>rtnd ^ast 
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has either forgotten a very import* mt portion of his obligation 

or has allowed himself to fall into the v/ake of the olaoa of Ma— 

sons (?) which was the cause of thio important mvtu

Sven the limited experience some of our slub maabors have 

had at Missouri Or md Lodge eesoi na is sufficient to give know* 

ledge of the many different methode (anything but Masonic to say 

the least) used to aocomplieh an objeot, but wo think the Grund 

Eeiot. far above such conduct. We speak Just as we feel in this 

matter. We feel and enow that e vood cause has been murdered by 

raen of brain, but void of Maaonio principle for a selfish reason.

On April 84th, *9G, we requested that you either aot on the 

petition, or sand it and our money buck to us, which you have 

made no reply whatever* Bow we demand that you return petition 

and ‘40.00 we sent you Marsh 10, ’96.

with duo respect for your official position, we nust tell you 

that your actions or rather inactions have aroused a spirit of in­

dependence within us, nd we feel thor© is a Just cause for it, toe

-e do this with ranch regret, but we are determined to bring 

this matter to & head at once.

—Jigned 1U30IIC CLUB.

This letter brought him. Bather than let go the raonoy he 

came to Omaha Juno 10th, *96, held a conference with K. 0. Bi ok- 

etts, T. v. Mabamiitt and a. L. ./hito, they being the leaders in 

opposition, asAcd thorn if they would object to a dispensation to 

organise us in douth Omaha. They said no, providing at no time 

a ould the new lodge move to Omaha. Pelham proviso. those racn that 

should be. The s me evening he mot our club and promised us that 

if we would consent to being set up in South Omaha that as soon 
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as we at our warrant (*ug. *94U we could ooms to and rm; in in 

Omaha. permanently* la a. reed to do this, and told him that un­

der no other cl rcuias traces wo Id we agree to stay longer in 

Jouth Omaha, as all our members lived in Omaha, save one.

The dispensation was granted*

Jelham left town that same evening, leaving G. F. Franklin to 

do the oork, who in turn deputized H. W. Froerw.»n to got to South 

Omaha end set up the lodge, which he did on June 18th, *96. On 

this oooaslon the club paid ?elhe® 55*00 more, whloh he exacted of 

us. Warrant was granted on *ug. 20th, *96. ^y repeated solicita­

tions elhazn gr-inted a removal to Omaha, September 28th, *96.

At the Gr nd Lodge session ug. *97, r. 0. Ricketts, for his 

led ’e, threatened to surrender his warr nt, Ko. 110, if our lodge 

was not made to go to South Omaha and stay. At said session r el- 

ham a; pointed himself sad .?• H. Jones a coiwaisslon to come to 

Omaha and see to the matter. They arrived in Omaha Aug. 29, *97, 

and held a joint session of all three lodges next nl ht, at which 

time one of the most dastardly and unlawful, as well as hi hly un- 

masonlo, acts was ooxa^itted by on® 0, K. Coleinan, member of Ko.■< *•
74, in the presence of G. J. 2. Pelham, us well as all others 

present without oven one word of rebuke from the lips of the gr nd 

ho: d preaiding. He, Coleman, without the least provocation, 

whipped out a large sized revolver nd brandished it in the air 

with threats of using it on one of our lodge members under oer- 

t in oiroumstanoes. Kor at any time after wee this orlno prose- 

outed or ordered so.

The ocmsnisslon rendered decision as folione:

For the pro-sot Ion of Masonic pe oe nd harmony, caoia -oa -o 



Bo* 46, (that being our name and number under iscouri) will leave 

h r lol ’o rocms in Uaaha st nd furnished as they are, hold their 

meetings through the month of October in South Umaha nd resume 

onr former position Ln Omaha, November, *97.

;?e obeyed, secured the privele.res of the A. M* ®* ohurch in 

South Omsha, hold a well aVoifed Xod^e lorarmin Lost ion Ootobor 11th, 

*97, and at no- time ! hrou -h the month of October did our lodge 

attempt to hold meetings in Omaha, uur first meeting held in 

Ornha after complying with the above order ms Nov. 9th, *97. The 

special object of this meeting was to decide the ioeatim of sur­

rendering our warrant for the reason that A-eloum failed to give 

us orders to return to --maha, other than by the original decision 

of the commission. His district de uty, Q* P. i’ranxlin, was pre­

sent at tnia meeting und stated to the lodge that he had report­

ed to velhams "Orders complied with,* and read from i'elham as 

follows:

"Hannibal, Mo., Oct. 1.7, * 97

"Kespeotfally referred to th© D. D* Grand with power to aot.

"J* H. Pelham, G. M."

There end then Franklin gave us orders to hold our meetings 

permanently in imaha. T'r-t tie fjootion of surrender.

At the annual grand section held at dpringfield, : o., Aug., 

*98, our lodp-e had no represent tion. Feeling financially unable 

to ?.ay 0. a. as casments and a dele raters expenses, too, abused 

by fees, taxation end the many useless and unjust bills created 

by their acts, we aide Frunxlin our proxy, but he took -uite ill 

on hie way to Springfield and . t>s placed under a doctor’s o ire at 

Kansas City and did not get to the grand session. Hence our
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lodre had no representation.

finding ns In this position, Hio^etts took advairtag® of it 

and landed the •cnoo^out blow by making a false accusation, that 

we had not compiled with the orders of the a amission in that we 

had not met in death Jraaha as reported*

Jtothwithatanding on file in the ol'ilce of the preaiding off* 

ioer was the report of his deputy to the contrary* tfelham, with­

out one word of ,jn®wd of defense for us, allowed the following re­

solution to pass, to-wlt:

"Aoaoia lodge No. 46, not having oarriod out the provisions 

of the coimalas loners, said lodge to hold their meetings in South 

Omaha until such titno as the Gr nd faster may choose to allow 

tr an to meet in Omaha.**

Under date of Aug. 20th, ‘3b, ?®lhan sent ua notice of the 

pas Ing of the resolution as above st ted, but did rot assy when 

it should so into e teat. Aug. 151, *38, we answered aa follows:

(first giving in detail foots in the oaae, we said:)

**8e Icec p a true record of all busines.i transacted; the same 

is subject to the inspection of the Grand -Lodge Grand faster, or 

his deputy or any other true Jason, so you and all may xnow that 

not a sin le order or request of yours from the birth of '^oaoia* 

up to the present time has ben disobeyed. If you consider your 

deputy unreliable, that you oould not accept his report on this 

matter as correct, why did you not have the matter rest and ask 

for our records^

Believing that if your orders are enforced it wi 1 be th® 

oause of ’Acacia’s disorganisation* we ask that a stay of enforce­

ment of the resolution be granted until we have been riven a 

ohunoe to vindicate ourselves of the false ecouc tion of M. 0.



Xiaketta which caused the resolution. Our proxy not being pro- 

sent, we were at your mercy.

—ojssfAar.
Our lodge received from Pelham on Sov. 7th, *08, the same 

notloe as the other* 7e st once eent a delegate to Marehalltown, 

Iowa, to confer with I. L. Brown, Or? nd faster of that State. 3e 

laid before him a bundle of do extent ary evidenaes as to how ws had 

been mistreated and wronged at the hands of Missouri end her asso- 

dates in this matter and asked him for protect ton. He saids

The evidence before aw is eufflatent proof of the continua­

tion of Gross injustice at the hands of Missouri*s Grand faster. 

Grand lodge and your enemies in the cause of Masonry, and io suf­

ficient to warrant any Grand Lodge in oominff to your rescue; 

therefore, if your lodge will process regularly by first paying 

Mitccurl all moneys due her end surrender to her your warrant, I 

will gr nt you a dispensation to work under Iowa.”

In regular session of our lod e Deo. Sth, *98, we surrender­

ed our warrant, whloh, together with 1£.63 money order, was 

mailed to Pelham’s address asking him for the return of r- oeipt 

tor money, -gain and again did we ask for receipt for money sent 

at this time, but to no purpose; he would only say: "I reoeived 

yours, dated Dec. 5, *98, with contents;" but we did finally got 

the post-ofiioe reaei t from the Omaha postmaster, showing that 

?elham had received the money.

At the seme time we surrendered owr warrant, we asked for a 

dispensation fron Iowa, which was received . eo. 7th, *98. Bo there 

wes no time elapsed between the surrender and the granting of the 

dispensation.
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Grand blaster brown advised T* C* .arvin* Grand Secretary of 

the X«wa (white) Grand i^xige of bin nations unu asked hie opin­

ion of the correctness ox’ the seas and Hr* iMrvin said:

"The rights of Grand Lodges in states or territories where 

there is no Grand 4-od re is to ®ell established to allw one Grand 

.Lodge to exclude all others* You have done ripht in granting a 

dlapeasstic®**

liicketts saye in his article: "Aouoia Lodge ms ordered to 

witain ninety days after the passage of the resolution” etc. i’cl- 

haa’s notice to ua oert inly was in error, as it did not mention 

when r.be order w.^oaid take effect* jlaaoia Lodge never disobey eu 

orders, but have been under persecution ut the hands of Licsonio 

eneuies, and she has done nothing other than break do n under the 

yoke of injustioe at the hands of un unjust Grand iiuoter and those 

who have kept him in the Grand Oriental aiiuir sixteen consecutive 

years, a precedent believe naver before recorded Ln the annals of 

yr co Liasonry.

Riagetta direct the public to See* 10 of Kiseouri By-La-s* 

whorein it oeys: "The forteiture, arret or surrender of a lodge 

involves the suspension of all its members," etc* ?<h> Sid he not 

further iuote L>o. 9 of the auuc laws whex-ein eeys: "In osse of 

the dissolution of a lodge, the Gr nd Secretary or some brother 3 

obeli at once proceed to receive its funds on hoods* collect its 

outstanding dues, and dispose of its Jewels* furniture t nd other 

property ox every kind* and he shall. plao>s the proceeds thereof in 

th® treasury of the Grand *»od e" and v4<y did Pclh>.xj accept the 

warrant ©nd money and net take steps to recover our effects as per
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law? nor notify us of our Mesonic standing* for he did not inow 

thet we had been accepted into lows for several recite after?

ffe believe the framers of this low did not expect a case of 

this kind to over aeonr—that a lotLre ’A’arxin? regularly snft In n 

healthy fin«&etsl condition as «•» "daacie" ?-oul<l ever surrender 

their warrant* Rad this dewed upon their minds we believe such 

lodges would have been eowa.pt j but her over that may be* is it not 

bond a-e jia^onry where a lodge* ufter - ay Ing all they owe to the 

Gr nd ^odge* oust ati.l ive them their lawful po sessions, pur- 

abased with their individual money?

■7o do not think *uy -dasonlo records show a lod e surrender­

ed while tn » healthy condition; jiu why la not welhaa satisfied to 

be relieved of a portion of trouble? This Is what he says in his 

annual eddresu in 1396?

•We* the oo mission, went to Oa&oa, etc.; etc, .« found the 

two old lodges very anoh opposed to the now lod ©, and the new 

lodge very much incensed ovr the attitude of the old lodges* So* 

74 expressed their o> oaltion in a very conservative, oautiouc 

meaner* Sfo* 110 manifested c ore decide" on osition*—It la ray 

impression that the r^nl trouble in O^aha is bqyond any r^edy that 

thia body oan suggest; eto*”

Pelh ni pretends not to know what omised this o oaltlon; ’ait 

he doos* It was thias Beoauae we* while ambers of the old lod.’©a 

were persietent in our demands that the lana-i^arkz!-‘-ad true princip­

les of Free kauanry* md the aonstitutlonal r©julrmcntaw ba more 

closely observed* <e d^aanded th?, the fallowing crlEic and offenses, 

of which maoy of their members wore guilty, be ohcekud* Uiaappro- 

eowa.pt


prlatlon of lodge funds, gambling and ooniuotlng gambling dens, 

drunkenness and running whiskey shops are among the oounts*

Every statement heroin made Is a fuot an on file in the off- 

ioe of th© secretary of Beaoue i.odge No. 25, are daeuraentury ev­

idence to bask it up; and because I. 1* Brom and the members of 

the *ow© Grand x>odge are Masons good nd true onour^i to oatae to 

the resent) of worthy brother Masons, they have committed a hein­

ous crime in the sight of Ms ourl and her oolleagues, and she 

must either undo hat she has done and deliver Rescue lodge up to 

Missouri for them to a iease their wrath upon or lose what little 

frat raal friendship they onoo had for Iowa*

A new lodge was organised at ubuque, and warranted as TMbu- 

que lodge So* 29. The lod?e at Bewton was renewed under Its old 

name; Wewton Lodge So. 8*

The report of th© Code Committee was approved and the ohair- 

man authorised to have the new Code printed and distributed to the 

lodges*

The Grnnd Lodge denounced as irregular and spurious the notions 

of one John G* Jones in attempting to organise a clandestine 

Grund Lodge in Illinois, and "pled ,ed its rooral support to the re­

gular and constitutional Gr nd Lodge of Illinois in its effort to 

perserve the dignity and Integrity of its rightful authority." 

Mr* Jones, a leading lawyer of Chia >go and for years a prominent lo­

ader of Masonry in the Illinois jurisdiction had bean expelled for 

gross un-mnsonlo conduct, and the Iowa jurisdiction so notified. 

Be was well mown In this Jurisdiotion for his activities in fork 

and doottish rite Masonry >nd had been honored by having a lodge 

at Council Bluffs named after him.



The Coiamittee ap oi©tod to sake an Ojual distribution of 

money soil coted for charity for the years of 1903 sand 1904, found 

a total on hand a£ £21.08, and reaomended that ^2fi.00 be the 

limited amount for the first year, beginning from this Grand Ses- 

aion, end as the funds increase so shall the benefits increase to 

the amount of $60*00, but sho Id the treasury decrease, so shall 

the benefits decrease in proportion*

Set each balance on hand, <432.31.

Bro* I* 1* Brown re-elected Grand Master*

Bro*• Gross, elected Grand Secretary*
• *

Cedar Rapids ohoseaa as the next plaoe of meeting*

EIGHTE^HTH aMTOAL COW-IUNICDT £01.

CEDAR BA.'IDS, July 11, 12, 13, 1906*

BRO. I. L. BR0W1, Grand Master* 
BRO* J* >» GR033, Grand Secretary.

The M* 9* United Grand lodge for Iowa and Jurisdiction, obedi­

ent to provisions of its Constitution, convened in its Eighteenth 

nnual Communisation at 10 o*clock <*♦ H* in Maa^uuko Hall in Cod^r 

Rapids, Iowa on Tuesday, July 11, 1905.

a constitutional number of lodges being represented, Grand 

Master I* L» Brown opened the Grand Lodge in .uaple term and ap­

pointed his committees*

A cordial welcome was extended on behalf of lit. Olive lodge by 

Bro* Luther Lowery and responded to on behalf of the Grand Lodge 

by ?ast Grund Master A* A* Bland*

At the afternoon session Grand Master Brown read his .umual 

Address* He devoted seven pages to tho subject "The Mont/EL Habi­

tation,’* which is replete with inspiring sentiment* Visited all 



but two lodges* Suspended five meiabers of Hiram x>odge, while thor>
»

"whoa X did not think fit to belong to a Masonic i.odf$o." The 

Committee failed to mention it* Boveinbcr 1, 1904 set up a new 
lodge at hht rprlac, Iowa to be known ae Lorie ^4 L. warranted Bo. 

30.

Bro. Geo. L. duter, chairman of the Gode Committoe gave a 

detailed report covering the oost of printing and distribution of 

th© Code, for which work the Grand Lodge presented him with a 

handsome Past Master’s Jewel* The best and most accurate history 

of the Code is given by Bro. Suter in the Preface to th© first 

edition (1905) of the Code and is reproduced here in full.

zThe craft of the Jurisdiction are to be congratulated upon 

the final adoption of a constitution nd oode for their guidance. 

The failure of repeated efforts heretofore made in the one diroo­

tion has contributed muah to the formation of a purpose to make 

thia a suooesa*

f At the annual communication of the Gr ad Lodge in 1902 the 

Gr nd Hast er in his report to some ©act nt reviewed the proceed­

ings of th© Grnd Lodge with a view to bring to the attention of 

the craft the true condition of our statutory laws, and the nec­

essity of immediate steps in the direction of eecuring a system of 

laws of themselves, adequate and so compiled as to render then of 

practical use. Upon these suggestions the Comlttee on Grand 

Master’s address, by its chairman, Goo. L. But er, in its review of 

the report of the Grand Master, rcoomondod that a committee of 

three, to consist of Brother Geo. L. 3utcr, . T. Bnks -nd J. E. 

Todd, should be appointed to prepare and report a Code of Masonic 
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low. Thereof tor and at the sane session at the instuno® of Bro­

ther J. 1U dheparf the duty of preparing und reporting a now con­

stitution was assigned to the sriae oocsnittee, and thte the Grind 

Lodge embarked upon an enterprise of providing a oomplete sys­

tem of vnritten law. At the ercrail soTwamlo? tlon in 190T the com­

mittee presented its raft for a constitution which. after amend­

ments to conform. to the Jodgaent of the Grand Lodge, was a., proved 

and panned for oonMdoration vr’ * comaitte® w*js a minted to aon- 
a>

riet of Brother Geo. L. Gut^r. "♦ ’’’• Wsn'rs -nd g. r. Rillon*

In 1904 as w-.-s re wired for constitution al enactments, at the 

eoswnnJ.oation of the Gr nd jxx'ig® In 1*304 the constitution •as 

MS in a > roved, nd became th® fundsnantal law of th® jurisdiction.♦ 
At the s uae jonrminio tion the committe® reported a Code.

which with some imea&oen’s '^'i euoptei, and is to law herewith pro­

s' nte^.

To ansume that the laws will meet the demands or expectations 

of the Graft would he unwarranted. but the ® is greet reason to 

Believe that ay a ”due attention'* on the art of ths*® who are to 

construe thaa, asoh of the cmbarrassinent of *he past may bo avoid­

ed.

Hush of the confusion in the past was occasioned by irregu­

larities if not illea Ities in our legislative prooeoaings. ood 

the question has often arisen as to whether or not partioular acts 

were disigned a® law. This constitution and code presents to the 

Craft the entire written 1 w of the juris lotion, and tarns®. »mb 

to auoh law, th® past records of th® Grind ^odg® will furnish no 

light. This Code of Sasonio Law. nd such aots of th® Grund uxxlge 



M may properly amend or modify it will constitute the written law* 

At the regular oommsmication of the Gr^nd -uodge in 1904, after the 

adoption of tho Code of Maconio Law, the writer hereof was ap­

pointed to publish and distribute the afane find it is herewith pre­

sented to the Graft with the hope that ita use muy not prove the 

effort a fruitless one.

Fraternally,

Geo. L. Suter,

Chainaan of Masonic Code.

Bro. 3to. Burrell submitted a report on the matter of estab­

lishing a Masonic Home, but no notion was taken.

An hours instructive entertainment was enjoyed K the membra
4

of the Grand Lodge at the Iowa Masonic Library on invi ation of 

th© management and under the direction of th© librarian, Mr. J. B« 

Malcombe.

The Grand -od^e having adopted a new Code of Laws decided it 

was proper time to select a new set of officers. Bro. I. L. Brown 

who had served with uuch ability ©nd general satisfaction in the 

ofiioe of Grind Master for the pest seven years, a record for ser­

vice that has never been equalled in that of ice in the Xowa Jur­

isdiction, was succeeded by Deputy Grand Master, Bro. W. H. Uill- 

iga* who wss elcced Grand Master. Bro. H. £• Billon, was ©loot­

ed Grind Secretary end Bro. E. T. Bctnos was elected Grand Custo­

dian, an of ice crested by the new Code and charged with author­

ity to disseminate the rltulistio wort in place of the Grind 

Lecturer.

Burlington -as ©©lasted as the next place of meeting.



47
9

MHBT JEBTH aUHUk CQKMUBIJATxOB.

BWU1HGT0I, IOWA July 10, 11, 12, 1906.

BBO. JU MIL IG N, Gr nd Master. 
BRO. H. <• BILLON, Grsnd Seoretaiy.

Persunt to the provisions of the Constitution the M. V» un­

ited Grnd Lodge of Iowa convened in its Nineteenth Annual Com- 

ssuniaation, In Grand Army Hall in the City of Burlington, Tues­

day July 10, 1906 at 8:45 A. M« A school of Instruction was 

opened and the First Rank conferred upon three candidates by a 

degree team from, Mt. Olive ^odge Bo. 17, of Cedar Bapids.

At 11 o'clock a constitutional Bomber of lodges being repre­

sented Grand Master Mill! an opened the Gr nd Lodpa in Ample Form, 

and admonished the members to give their prompt and continuous 

attend nee durin the entire session.
*

At the afternoon sessions the Gramd Master announced his com­

mittees and read his -nnual Address.

Be had visited all lodes. Issued & dispensation for a now 

lodge at North Yaclma, dtate of Rashin -ton, which was warranted. 

Guiding 3tar No. 31. Deputised Bro. H. £• Billon, OreM 3eore- 

taiy, to lay the corner stone of Bethel A. M. E. Church at Coun­

cil Bluffs. Refused to recognise the so-called Grand Lodge of Ore­

gon and Washington and the eo-onlled Grand Lodge of Oklahoma and 

Indian Territory, such combinations being held as contrary to the 

doctrine of -Hate Sovernity in Masonic juried let ions. Declared 

agiiinot the growing practice of subordinate lodges paying sick 

benefits, as being contrary to the principle of true Masonic Char­

ity. He had refused all requests for dispensations to do work out 

of time. He reported having satilfaotorly adjusted the Missouri 



controversy and restored Masonic relations between the two jurla- 

d lot ions* On this subject he said: "On the 14th of August, 

1905, I opened correspondence with Bro. 0. 0. Millams K« • 0. 0. 

of Missouri with a view to bringing the long drawn out trouble be­

tween the respective jurisdiction of Iowa and Missouri to and end 

which was continued until Ootober Srd, at which time Bro. Millams 

gave me the basis which I accepted, nd which was also accepted by 

the members of what was known under Iowa as Besoue lodge BO. 25. 

Each of these men who were morabora/of Acacia Lodge at the time 

they surrendered their warrant to Missouri petitioned M« W. G. M. 

Williams through mo for Gr nd ^odge Demits, which was granted free 

of oh&r e nd here ended the controversy/7

As is well Known from former reports to this Grand Lodge Bos- 

one Lodp'e did pay all claims made on her by Missouri before sur­

rendering her Warrant, this released them as a Lodge, but loft 

them still individually under Missouri and the only way out was by 

Grand Lod re Demits.

The reader may still ask: ” .fay did not Grand Master I’elhs^a 

issue those dmits when Acacia Lodge ourrendered its warrant? Per­

haps only those who are acquainted with the history of the Pelham 

regime in Mia. curl Maoongy an answer.

The Grund Master rcoomended aev ul changes in the new Code, 

and several aaondraents were offered from the floor, but the Gr.nd 

Lodge appeared to bo well satisfied with the new lawa and rejected 

all attempts to make radical ohsnofi. Past Grand Master J. H. 

dhopsrd, who was one of the beat Masonic jurists in the Grand Lodge 

took occasion to disauas the new Code in the preface to his report
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on fraternal Correspondenoe, and of it be says: ”You have heard

• great deal of complaints as to the law that governs our Grand 

Lod-e and the subordinate lodges. Xt is true that the Code is 

new, end in taaay ways is a change from the old law. We belelve all 

that is required, is a better understanding. We have just return 

from a careful study of the new Code and we are prepared to say 

that it is in harmony with the general law of the order and there 

are but few ohangos needed, and as fast as it is under-stood, Just 

so fast will it find its friends inoroaelng. The greatest mis-
»

take that was made is that it was not index. It puts one that is 

not faiallar with it to some trouble to find the law that treat on 

a ~iven subject. Give the code a chance and it will win the 

friendship of every Mason in the State, that will study it with a 

desire to understand it.

Bro. J. H. Shepard, Bro. H. Billon and Bro. H. S. Jacobs
<

were appointed as standing committee to oompile a history of legro 

Masonry in the State of Iowa with instructions to report at the 

1907 session.

A resolution by Bro. 9. W, Gross to have the Grund Lodge in­

corporated was defeated.

She special committee to audit the accounts of the 1906 Grand 

Session, reported that i?ast Grand Treasurer a#. Coat non was indebt­

ed to the Grand Lodge in the sum of 026.00.

Bro. R. K. Hillon, Grand Secretary in his annual report took 

occasion to severly oritloite the condition in ^dxlch he found the 

records nd property of the Grand Lodge when he took over the of­

fice. He reported having gathered to-gethcr a complete act of the 

proceedings from 1888, to date; had them bound into one volume 



and placed la the office as the property of the Grand lodge. We 

wonder whet heoene of than.
*

A school of Instruotion was held on the rooming of the last 

day at which the third degree was exemplified fey a degree teas 

from North Star Lodge, Ho. 2, of Doe Moines.

Bro. W. H. Milllg-m re-elected Grand Master.

Bro. H. X. Millon re-elooted Grand decretory.

Bro. B. T. Bcin.cc re-elected Grand Custodian.

Des Moines was selected as the place for holding the next 

Annual Comunicat ion.

THIRTIETH AHHUAL 3OMMUHI3ATIOI.

Bis M0II33, XO'A July 9, 10, 11, 1907. 

BRO. >?. H. MXHXGA1, Grand Master.
BRO. H. A. MILIOS, Gr ind Secretary.

t if «

A school of instruction was conducted by the Grand Custodian 

in Sorth star lodge Hall on the evening before the opening of the 

Grand lodge. The degree wotk was oxetaplifiod by a degree team se­

lected from Worth Star lodge and was in strict accordance with the 

now ritual authorised by the Constitution of the now Code. Xt is 

claimed this work was being used in come of the lodges prior to 

the adoption of the Code but there is no record authorizing its use 

to bo found in any of the printed proceedings. Bro. Bank* who 

served as Custodian from 1905 to 1908, did not take kindly to the 

now ritual end was not enthuoinstic in its use.

Persuant to the provisions of the Constitution, the M. W. Ch­

it od Grand Lod^e of Iowa convened in its Twentieth Annual Coraouni- 

cntlon at 10:?0 A. M« Tuesday, July 9, 1907, in the Hall of Borth 

Star Lodge, Ro. 2 in Des koines, Io a.



A constitutional raabr of lod ©a being represent cd, Grnd 

Master 1. H. Milligan opened the Grand Lodge in Aapls Fora. and 

ap ointed his Coraraittees. At the afternoon session* he road hio 

Annual Address. Ths address is devoted largely to a review of 

his visits to the subordinate lodges and his reeonnendation in 

support of a better financial policy for the andoment opart meat.

These recommendations were adopted by the Grand Lodge and for 

the first time the landowsnent Department was placed on a sound fin* 

SBolnl basis, and it has prospered and functioned satisfactorily 

ever since. He laid the corner atone of the Jeoond Baptist Church 

at Buxton on October 8, 1906.

Grund Master Milligan was selected as the delegate to the 

Masonic Congress at Jamestown, Va.

The Grand Lodge revoked the warrants of Albia Star Lodge Ho. 

26 at Albia and Crystal Lodge Ho. 24 at Charlton. Both lodges had 

become defunct. The case of Hiram Lodge Ho. IB, at evenport, 

whose "’arrant had been arrested by the Grand Master, and the case 

of Golden Circle Lodge Bo. 27. at Clarinda, which had surrendered 

its warrant, wore placed in the hands of the Grand Master for fur­

ther consideration.

Greeting were received from the Grant Lodge of Missouri, the 

first in three years.

Beco nised the Grand Lodge of Washington. Three lodges were 

thereby lost to the Iowa jurisdiction.

It was ordered that Union Lodge Ho. 1. be notified of the 

failure of her representatives to attend the sessions of the Grand 

Lodge while in Les Moines, and it was farther ordered "that here­

after the Grand deoretry report to the Corshipful Master of any 



lodge wiiose delegate does not attend the Grand lodge while it la 

in seas ion. •
*

Bro. 3. H. Milligan re-olooted Grund tester*

Bro* H. X* Hillon elcOtod Gr nd Treasurer.

Bro. T. H. Sturgis elooted Gr^nd Secretary.

Bro. B. T. Banka re-elected Grand Custodian.

The 0 omni t toe on History waa continued although there is no 

report of its work in the proceedings.

Buxton waa selected as the ^sadT place for holding the next 

Annual Communication.

Cash on hand at close of session 376.29.

TTESTY-riZUT ACTUAL CCHMDIXCMIOte 

BUXTOH, I07A July 14, 16, 16, 1908. 

BRO. n. nil IGA1, Grind tenter. 
BHO. T. H. STUHGiS^ Grind Secretary.

pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution the M. W. Un­

ited Grand Lodge of Iowa convened in its Twenty-flrat umual Cora- 

Qnunioatlon in the Auditorium of the Y. M* C. A. in Buxton, Iowa. at 

lOlSO A. Tusday, July 14, 1908. A constitutional number of 

lodges Being repr seated, Grand tester 1. H. Milligan opened the 

Grand ^odge in Ample ?orm and apo inted his temnlttees. At the 

afternoon session he road his omual Address. He gave a short re­

view of the work aoo<xapllshed during the past twenty one years and 

spoke encouragingly of the future. He hud visited all the lodges 

and reminded the members that it was in the subordinate lod es and 

not in the Grand Lodges that the real vork Masonry was to be done. 

On December 22, 1907 had laid th© corner stone of the Second A. B.



S. Church in Buxton, Lpoxe of tho Masonic Congresa at Jamestown, 

Va., sa being interesting and helpful to all who attended. Or­

ganised Mn City lodge U. 1. at Council Bluffs. Dispensation 

continued. Hecommendcd a per-diem bo fixed for the Grund Manter
*

and his deputies when on offlolal business. Bo action token.

The Grand Lodge appropriated <10.00 to the H. Upton Eon— 

wnont Fund. Authorised Union Lodge So. 1 to solicit funds for a 

onunjont for Bev. Bro. Araos Johnson. Voted do n a proposition to 

locate the Grand Lodge per cnmtly.

The Grand Master was empowered to confer with the Grand 

Lodge of Illinois and ascertain on what terras Illinois would ac­

cept Iowa’s indigent Masons and. care for the® in their Masonic 

Home at Bock island, Ills., the coot to be bourne by the Grand 

Lodge. Ln invitation was received from rlnoe Hall Grund Lodge 

of Massachusetts to be ropreiontod by delegate at the Centoniul 

observance to be held in Boston, dept. 8, 1908, jiu the Gr.nd Seo— 

rotary was instructed to is ue certificates to all who desired 

to attend.

I find no report of the Historical Oomittea that had served 

during the past two years. Howovor, an entire nor; Comitt ee was 

appointed consisting of Brothers I. l. Brom, John L. Thompson 

and J. Wilbur Borris.

The Grant Master, Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary were 

rc-olnoted. Bro. W. p. Wade of Bcscue Uklg© Ho 25, di eted Grand 

Custodian. Keokuk ms chosen as the place for holding th® next 

.nnual -oranunication.

Cash balance in Treasury g?4.87.
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T;"EHTT-3EC0KD QOMOTIC .7 OB.

KEOKUK. IOA July IF. 14. 15, 1909. 

BHO. 1. H. MIX IG W. Grand Master.
BHO. T. H. 3TUBGI3. Grand Scorctaiy.

It being the hour of 9 ofolod£ A. M. on Tue id gr. July IF, 

1909 and in acoord * n<j© 1th the Constitution the H. V. United 

&tmA Lodge of Iowa ass cabled in the Hall of Union Lodge Bo. 1 at 

Keokuk, lowa and wee opened in Ample Form by Gr und Master W. H. 

Milligan, ’ho than ap o intel hie Committees.

At the afternoon session the Gr nd Master read his Annual Ad- 

dross. Se "found with a few exception, very lit le cause for con- 

plaint touching the condition of the Croft in the jurisdiction." 

He had visited all the lod eo exo pt Bo. 8 at Bewton nd Ko. 16 

at Oskaloosa. Had found much improvement in jurisprudence, the 

Code and the ritual. It is difficult for one to accept this state, 

ment as representing the true condition if one is to judge from 

some of the arguments made on the floor at this session. due un­

able to get any reply to his letters to the Grund Master of Illi­

nois in regard to the matter of placing Iowa’s indigent Masons in 

the Illinois’ Masonic Home. He refused a dispensation for a now 

lodge in South Omaha. Heb.

He orgonisod a second lodge in the City of Des "sines and in 

reporting thio work he >s.lds "Hjr virtue of Invented authority I 

have opened and dlspwnsated a new lodge In the cly of .Peo Ho Ines 

to be known as Hiram Lod-r, U. B». Brother 3. Joe Brown. • M.
e x <

"is to this work there has been a groat aiaount of comment as 

to the stand I have take*. Four years ego when I was placed In 

the Grand Last X e .s ur ed to set up a new lodge in Des koines. as
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it eeemod that Sorth Star Ho. 2, had declared, by the power in 

the black hall ve^tedohe would make no mor© Bm«b; but X would, 

not consider tho matter at that timo thinking and hoping the dead- 

look of Sorth star wold bo broken, but thle was vain hope, 

matters went an so until thio lodge went down from eighty—seven 
’J VZ>. /
members to fifty-six l ot report9 1906, ^hen they should haveat 

least one hundred and twenty-five in embers. On or about the first 

of October, 1900, X received a petition from fifteen ci«n that 

wanted to be made Masons end set apart as a lodge* I investigated 

the matter and found they were all good timber but did not want to 

petition Sorth Star, as many of their friends had done and been 

turned down. I then took the matter up with Sorth Star, sending 

th rm the nemos of the petitioners, asking them if they would re- 

commend these men as ood timber for the building and give con­

sent to set* in* them apart as a new lodge* In a few days X re­

ceived an answer from them that they would not consent to the or­

ganisation of a new lod *«, with no plausible reason whatever, o "’ly 

Des Moines did not need another Masonic Lode (which was true.if 

the one they had would let any one in either profane or by demit*)

Deo ember 14th X met Worth 3t r and asked th© lodge if they had 

anything against any of the men whooe names were attached to this 

petition* Not a word was said against one of them* X at one© de­

cided if Sorth Star would not maae Masons in Dos Heines X would, 

belicvin, the actions of Sorth star wtu^in accord with Lockwood’s 

Masonic law end rr&cti ce (see page ) and more of a personal 

matter than anything else* X invited Dorio *«odge So* SO, of Ibi- 

terprise, to meet in os Moines, January ML, 1909, to assist me
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to co tho work, and they wore there, also some of forth Mar mem- 

bere, end we did the work and Hiram Jbodgo has boon doing work 

ever since.and we will ask the Grand ^odge for a warrant at this 

session* How, my dear Brothers, se Ing the wheels of iiasonlo pro­

gress at a stand still 1 felt it was qy duty, as Grand Master, to 

move then, knowing it to he for the good of the order* I did it, 

now it ie with you to say if X did ri^ht or wrong in this ease.

The request for a warrant was referred to ths Committee on 

Dispensations and Charters which made the following report: After 

having crezalned the dispensation of said Hiram U. D. lodge locat­

ed at Des Moines, and after having hoard the testimony of the M* 

G* Master and W. M* of forth Star Lode fo* 2, located at Des 

Moines, we, your committee, r commend that the Grand -od?e revoke 

this dispensation,and empower tho Grand Master to grant each m«a- 

bor of said U. A» Lodge a demit which will give them Masonic 

stand in -, the committee having been assured by the *• M. of Sorth 

Star Lodge So. 2 that cm ap lioation by said members of the U. 0* 

lodge there would he no difficulty for them io place their mem­

bership in said forth Mar Lodge fo* 2*

L* 1. Drew, Chairman,

H. T. Elliott, 

Geo* L. Suter,

Committee*

On the motion to adox t this report there occurred what will 

go down in history as the most aerca nious debate that has ever oc­

curred on the floor of the United Grand Lodge. After nearly two 

days of contention the Gr&nd tod e by a vote of 21 to 11 adopted 

the report ©r3 thereby not only denied the new lodge a wt^rrant
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but revoked the dispensation* No one will question its power or 

authority to do both. Two questions seems to have been stressed 

in the arguments: Did the Grand Master have authority to organ­

ize a new lodge without the "recommendation of the nearest 

lodge?? and was it advisable to have a second lodge in the city of 

Des Moinos? This last <iuestion, we believe was the real influence 

that controlled the action of the Grand Lodge. To contend that 

the Grand Master at that time did not have authority to place a 

second lodge in Des Moines without the recommendation of North 

Star Lodge, whtth was the nearest lodge, would disclose as we 

believe, a lack of knowledge and understanding of the Node. Prior 

to the adoption of the Code in 1904, the Constitution provided 

the petition for a new lodge must have the recommendation of the 

nearest lodge. The Code read, Seo. 8, Article 121 "Nor shall any 

dispensation issue for a lodge until the chartered lode nearest 

the proposed location shall have notice of the application, and an 

opportunity given for a statement of their reasons for and against 

the granting of such dispensation." This.it seems Grand Master 

Milligan had done. This lodge was prohibited by law from using the 

name Hiram, as there had been a lodge by that name.

In referring to House Pild No. 136 of the General Assembly of 

Iowa, generally Known at that time as the Harding Bill, he said: 

"A bill for an act to protect benevolent, humane, fraternal or 

charitable corporations in use of their names and emblems and pro­

viding penalties for the violations thereof.

The first section of this bill would have put every Negro 

lodge in the State of Iowa out of business and we would not have 

the pleasure of meeting here today. This bill I have here a copy 

This.it


of, thvtt all woo have not it may de eo* W® owe the <«fc 

of this bill to our own Honorable Goorgo II. Soodscxa and 3. Joe 

Brown* Brother joodoon was the first to not Loo the bill and 

what lay behind ouch a lev and its meaning th ths Hogro Manonic 

Lodges and others of Xemu He at ones got busy by wire and mil 

to kill this bill before th© oomittee. He ordered his law 

partner* 3* Joa Brown, to go at on?,©, with all that he could call 

to his aid before the Judiciary Cormittee, and there work for the 

death of thia infamous Harding Bill* Brother Brovm. Ln obadienoe 

to orders, loft his business end o .lied to his aesiatanoc Brother
6^*

B* H. HJrde of Den Moinas and Reverend^ ..'Ford of Cedar Bapids* 

They went before the ooassittoe and never left then until they had 

the promise of a majority to vote against the bill and it rue 

killed* These Brethren not being able to roach ao before the fight 

’sent in and won. and reported it to me at once and asked iiy ap­

proval. nd all that I can e«y, ny dear Brethren, is that you 

have ay ap rovul a thousand times in oil honorable fights for the 

up building of our race, and all X regret is that X did not get 

the word in time to help with the fight.”

A similar bill introduced in the Illinois legislature about 

the 8: me time and applying to un-incorporated do al sties was met 

by the XI inois legro Masons by incorporating their Grand Lodge 

under the name of Jrinoe Hall Grand Lodge V* & A. H. for Illinois 

and jurisdiction*

He d©alarod the provisions of the Code allowing the elective 

off io re of a subordinate lodge to rosign to be * contrary to all 

Masonic jurisprudence” and reyonmonfied they bo repealed. The jur­

isprudence Committee agreed with him, but whether they wer in
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fact repealed it is hard to say. It is true, however, that the 

same law was retained in the Revision of 1913 and has been the 

law in the jurisdiction ever since.

He reported the successful organization of a Grand Chapter of 

the 0. E. S. in Iowa whioh had received recognition from all sis­

ter Jurisdictions.

He had been able through the assistance of Bro. E. T. Ranks to 

block the efforts of an impostor working to establish a"National 

Compact” clandestine lodge in Des Moines. He decided the Grand Mas­

ter had no authority to prohibit a subordinate lodge from issuing 

a demit to a member who was legally entitled to one.

The Grand Master, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary and Grand 

Custodian were re-elected. Des Moines was chosen as the place for 

holding the next Annual Communication.

TWENTY4THIRD ANNUAL COMMUNISATIOH.

DES MOINES, IOWA, July 12, 13, 14, 1910.

BRO. W. H. MILLIGAN, Grand Master. 
BRO. T. H. STURGIS, Grand Secretary.

In the absence of the Grand Custodian, Bro. W. p. Wade, the 

Grand Master deputised Bro. J. H. Reynolds, Worshipful Master of 

Dorio Lodge No. 30, to conduct a School of Instruction on Monday 

evening proceeding the opening of the Grand Lodge. Bro. Reynolds 

devoted most of the time to a rehearsal of the lectures, and as a 

consequence "What Fol owed?" became the shibboleth by which the 

meeting is best remembered.

In compliance with the Constitution the M. W. United Grand Lod­

ge of Iowa assembled in the Hall of North Star Lodge No. 2, in the 

City of Des Moines on Tuesday, July 12, 1910, at 10:00 A. M. A
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constitutional number of lodges being present, Grand Aiaster, W. H.
‘ f

Milligan opened the Grand Lodge in .Ample Form, and appointed his 

Committees.

For the first time sinoe 1894, the compiler of this history 

was present in the Grand Lodge, being present as one of the rep­

resentatives of Maple Grove Lodge Ko. 16. In preparing the di­

gest thus far, he has depended almost wholly upon the more or less 

incomplete records found in the printed proceedings, while it is 

true several Historical Committees have been appreciated from 

time to time none have filed a report that has been printed, nor 

has the writer been able to obtain any copy of their work or any 

of the data collected by them. Since this session, the writer has 

been a regular attendance at every session of the Grand Lodge and 

has taken an active part in its deliberations and can assure the 

reader that the digests which shall follow will contain an accurate 

historical record do the Grand Lodge.

At the afternoon session Grand Master Milligan read his An­

nual Address. He had again visited all the lodges, and reported 

that the general condition of the Craft was never better. He made 

two important recommendations both of which were enacted in to 

laws. One was to change the time of the election of officers of 

subordinate lodges from December to June. The other was to raise 

the amount of the Endowment Benefit from 550.00 to 5100.00 and the 

annual assessment for the same from 51.00 to 52*00. payable quart­

erly, beginning July 1st, and the Grand Secretary instructed to 

notify each lodge within 30 days.
t *

He reported having granted Doric Lodge Uo. 30, located at En-
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terprise, permission to move to East Des Moines. This lodge was 

organized by Grand Master I. L. Brown on Nov. 1, 1904, and war­

ranted by the Grand Lodge in 1906. At the time it was organized 

Enterprise was a thriving little mining town of some 350 inhabit­

ants situated about 14 miles north- ast of Dos Moines. After the 

Grand Lodge refused a warrant to Hiram Lodge U. D. in Des Moines 

and granted its members dimits a number bf its members were per­

mitted to plaoe their dimits in Doric Lodge and as some of its 

members had moved to Des Moines permission was asked by the lodge 

to move into the east side of the city where much better accommo­

dations could be secured. The Committee on jurisprudence made a 

careful examination of the matter and found that lodge and the 

Grand Master htid complied with every requirement of the law govern­

ing the removal of lodges, gave its full approval to the action. 

North Star Lodge voiced its opposition on the floor but the report 

of the committee was adopted by a large majority. Thus was estab­

lished the second lodge in Des Moines which has grown and prosper­

ed and is to-day the second largest lodge in the jurisdiction, while 

North Star No. 2, has not suffered as it continues to lead in man- 

bership.

Among the social affairs enjoyed by visiting Masons was a re­

ception at the home of Brother John L. Thompson, a smoker at Doric 

Lodge and a picnic at Union Park sponsored by the Ladies of the 

0. E. S.

The Grand Master, Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary were re­

elected. Brother W. J. Shepard was elected Grand Custodian.

An invitation from Doric Lodge No. 30 in East Des Moines was 

accepted as the plaoe for holding the next annual Communication.
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Io. lodges 15; Cash on hand. General Fund, $103.68; Endow­

ment Fund, $237.00.

t.7enty4fourth annual communication.
DORIC LODGE, EAST DES MOINES, July 11, 12, 13, 1911.

BRO. W. H. MILLIGAN, Grand Master. 
BRO. T. H. S'URGIS, Grsnd Secretary.

Persuant to the order of the last Grand Communication and in 

accordance with the provisions of the Constitution, the M. W. Un­

ited Grand Lodge of Iowa convened in the Hall of Dorie Lodge No. 

30 on the East side of the City of Des Moines at 10 A. M. on Tues­

day July 11, 1911.

A roll call of lodges showed a constitutional number of lodges 

dully represented and the Grand Master opened the Grand Lodge in 

Ample Form. He immediately appointed his committees and then read
»

his Annual Address. He had visited all the lodges and found the 

Craft in good condition. Reported the death of Right Reverend Bro. 

E. W. Lampton, Grand Master of Mississippi and a Bishop of the 

A. M. E. Church. Gave a brief outline of the origin of Negro Mas­

onry in America. Answered several questions that were fully cover- 

ed in the Code. Recommended that all candidates for the office of 

Grand Custodian be required to take an examination in proficiency; 

that the Treasurer and Secretary in Subordinate Lodges be required 

to give bonds. He had been unable to reach a satisfactory adjust­

ment of the matter of territorial invasion of Iowa territory along 

the Mississippi river by tne Grand Lodge of Illinois. Declared 

the Endowment Department in a healthy condition.
»

An amendment to the Constitution offered by Bro. C. B. V/oods 

to limit the tenure of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and 
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the Grand Wardens to two consecutive terms was approved by the 

Committee on jurisprudence, but was defeated by the Grand Lodge, 

and it has never at any time put a limit on the tenure of any of 

its Grand Officers.
t

The Committee appointed to codify the laws passed by the

Grand Lodge since the adoption of the Code in 1904, reported some 

twenty new laws and amendments, but no action was taken on the 

Committee’s recommendation to have them printed and pasted in the 

Codes. If there was I have been unable to find any record or evi­

dence that it was carried out.

The Committee on jurisprudence after a two days struggle on the 

floor of the Grand Lodge succeeded in having most of its report 

adopted. Several amendments to the Endowment Department have 

offered by the Committee were ordered printed in the Proceedings 

and action thereon deferred to the next Annual Session.

The Grand Master was asked this question; A brother being 

murdered, can any part of the endowment due his beneficiary be 

held to prosecute his murderer? Answer, No, not unless the bene­

ficiary signs it over for that purpose.

The Grand Lodge decided it was time to change some of the 

officers and elected Bro. E. T. Bank, Grand Master and Bro. W. <7.
• I

Gross, Grand Secretary* The Grand Treasurer and Grand Custodian 

were re-elected. Davenport was chosen as the place of holding the 

next Annual Communication.

Membership, 461. Cash on hand. General Fund |121.46; W. & 0. 

Fund, $723.00.
f >

The ability and resource displayed by Doric Lodge in the en­

tertainment of this session of the Grand Lodge dispelled forever



all lingering doubts in the minds of any as to the wisdom of es­

tablishing the seoond lodge in the City of Des Moines, It sprang 

at onoe to the front rank as a progressive lodge and has furnish­

ed two Grand Masters, Bro. E. Banks and Bro. E. Joe Brown; and 

four Grand Custodians; Bro. G. Joe Brown, Bro. 0. C. Johnson, 

Bro. Albert Gater, and Bro. Wm. Oney.

It took both intelligenoe snd courage on the part of Grand 

Master Milligan to take the step he did at that time, but he 

lived to see and realize that no aot of his during his six years 

as Grand Master has proven more beneficial to the advancement of 

progressive Masonry in Iowa. ”Requieseat in peace.”

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

DAVENPORT, IOWA, July 9, 10, 11, 12, 1912.

BRO. E. T. BANK8, Grand Master. 

BBO. W. W. GROSS, Grand Secretary.

Agreeable to the order of the last Annual Communication and 

in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution, the M. W. 

United Grand Lodjze of Iowa convened in the Hall of Hiram Lodge No. 

19, at Davenport at 9 o’clock A. M. on Tuesday, July 9, 1912. A 

constitutional number of lodges being represented. Grand Master 

Banks opened the Grund Lodge in Ample Form, appointed his Committee^ 

and read his Annual Address.

The explanation made by Bro. T. B. Stovall of Hiram Lodge in 

regard to the mistake made by his lodge in arranging their program 

of entertainment was accepted, and the Grand Lodge by resolution 

decided to extend its sessions over Friday.
i

Grand Master Banks gave an encouraging report on the condi­

tion of the Craft as gained through his visit to all but two of the 
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lodges^ He did not approve of the customary festivities incident-
I

al to the celebration of Saints John Days, and said so in no un­

certain language. In this connection he referred to the action of 

some three hundred white Mason who on Dec. 27, 1910 at the sugges­

tion of their Grand Master registered a solemn vow to censure pro­

fanity again.

He recommended that the fee for the three degrees be reduced 

from #20.00 to #15.00. This has been tho price ever since.

„uite a number of amendments were offered by members and the 

following were adopted;

To require a doctor’s certificate of good health to accompany 

a petition for membership. To reduce the C. 0. F. C. to one mem­

ber. To require the Grand Secretary to keep on hand a supply of 

rituals, and to obtain bids for printing the Proceedings and sub­

mit them to the Grand Lodge. He was ordered to secure copies of 

the Proceedings of all Annual Communications the United Grand Lodge 

of African Gruid Lodge and Hiram Gx-and Lodge, have them bound in 

suitable volumns to be prisoned in the archives of the Grand Lodge.

The Grand Master was authorized to appoint a Committee of 

three members to make a complete revision of the Code and report 

its work to the next Annual Session and one day (Friday) was added 

to the session in which to consider and adopt the revised Code.

A proposition to authorize the Endowment Department to issue 

to all members a policy or certificate of membership was rejected, 

as was the one to change the time of the election of the officers 

of subordinate lodges.

A public reception at the A. M. E. Church, the Memorial Ser­

vices at the Baptist Church and the i’ublic Installation at Armory 

Hall were well attended by the citizens of Davenport and Rock
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Island*

Bro. John L. Thompson was elected Grand Master; Bro. W. H. 

Milligan elected Grand Treasurer; Bro. W. W. Gross re-elected 

Grand Secretary and Bro. A. G. Clark elected Grand Custodian. 

Keokuk was selected as the place for holding the next Annual Com­

munication.

This meeting was an inspiration to the members of Hiram Lodge 

for they soon brought the lodge up to a high standard of efficien­

cy and have produced some of the best informed Masons in the jur­

isdiction.

Membership 464. Cash on hand. General Fund, $120*94. W & 0 

Fund, $772.00.

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

KEOKUK, IONA, July 8, 9, 10, 11, 1913.

BRO. JOHN L. THOMPSON, Grand Master. 
BRO. W. W. GROSS, Grand Secretary.

«-* »

Agreeable to the act of the last Annual Communication and the 

provision of the Constitution, the members of the United Grand 

Lodge of Iowa assembled in the Hall of Union Lodge No. 1, at Keokuk, 

Iowa at 9:30 A. M. on Tuesday, July 8, 1913. A constitutional 

number of lodges being duly represented, Grand Master John L. 

Thompson opened the Grand Lodge in Ample Form and appointed his Com­

mittees.

Announcement being now made of the presence of Bro. R. T. Coles 

M* W. Grand Master of Masons for the State of Missouri, also Bros. 

Geo. W. C. Love and W. N. Fields, Grand Secretaries of the same 

Grand Jurisdiction, who desired to visit the Grand Lodge.

These distinguished guests were each received with honors be­
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fitting their high I/asonic station, and as a further mark of re­

spect to Grand Master Coles, Bros. J. H. Shepherd, I. L. Brow 

and W. H. Milligan, each a Past Grand Master, were appointed a com­

mittee to escort Grand Master Coles into the Grand Lodge.

Grand Master Coles being introduced to the Grand Lodge, after 

greeting the Grtind Lodge of Iowa on behalf of the Grand Lodge of 

Missouri delivered a helpful and inspiring address, remarks being 

also made by the visiting Grand Secretaries.

On behalf of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, remarks were made by 

Past Grand Master A. A. Bland and J. H. Shepherd, Bro. S. Joe 

Brown and Bro. C. F. Davis.

The Grand Master then ordered the Junior Grand harden to call 

the Grand Lodge from labor until 2 o’clock of the afternoon.

At the afternoon session the Grand Master read his Annual Ad­

dress. He paid an eloquent tribute to Masonry in general and to 

the noble Craftsmen who had successfully planted the institution 

in the State of Iowa. He had visited all the lodges and gave a 

detailed account of there condition as to members and finances. 

He proposed some radical changes in the law which were indorsed and 

embodied in the revised edition of the Code. The most important 

in its effect was the one to limit to one vote each all elective 

Past Grand Officers. It had been the law since the organization 

of the Grand Lodge bo allow all elective Grand Officers one vote 

for each office to which he had been elected, thus allowing some 

of the Past Grand Officers as high as six votes. Another provided 

that the Committee on jurisprudence should be composed of all Past 

Grand Masters present, the oldest of which in point of service 

should be Chairman. Lodges were permitted to observe Saints John



■^ays on the Sunday proceeding the date of said days, lodges were 

prohibited from resolving the petition for inonbrrahip of a person 

known to have be n convicted of murder or manslaughter. The Grand 

Lodge tried, convicted and expelled from Masonry, Past Grand. Tre­

asurer, H. '» Ittllon for wrongfully appropriating Gr nd Lodge funds
f.

to his won use. The bonding company paid the deficit. A graduated 

scale of payments of ondownment on account of new members extend­

ing over ths first three years of membership was adopted. A Grund 

Auditor to be appointed by the Gr^nd Master was authorized to take 

the place of the Finance Omnmittee; the office of 0. 0* F. 0. was 

changed to Grind Reviewer. The Of ice of Register was made the 

Assistant Grand Secretary. The recommendation for a cocmiittee to 

prepare a history of Kegro Masonry in Iowa was not acted upon, al- 

though Bro. A. G. Clark tendered his services at that time and of­

fered to’compile such a history. The consensus of o inion was that 

the printed Prooeedin s contained all the history necessary*

A pleasing social affair was the reception given the members 

at Union Hall on Tuesday evening, at which a delightful program of 

music, recitations and addresses were enjoyed by all. Another in­

terest ng feature of the meeting was a visit to the ffydro-electrlc 

Plant and dam across the Mississippi River that had recently been 

completed and opened to visitors.

The last day of the session was devoted to consideration of the 

revised Code which was adopted, ordered printed and distributed to 

the lodges.

The Grand Master, Grund Secretary md Grand Custodian were re­

elected, 3rc. M. 0. Culbertson was elected Grand Trea uror. Buxton 

was chosen as the place for holding the next Grand Session*

Membership 473. Cash on hand, General Fund $57.82. <* & 0.

Fund, 541.72.
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TWBSTY-SBVElEfH ANNU.X COJflTONICATIOI.

BWON, ICHA, July 14, 15, 16, 1914. 

BRO. JOHN L. THOMPSON, Grand Master.
BRO. II. W. GROSS, Grand Secretary.

*• ‘ »

In conformity with the Constitution and the resolution adopt­

ed at the last Annual Communioation, the members of the United 

Grand Lodge of Iowa assembled in the Auditorum of the Y. M. C. A. 

Building, in Buxton, Iowa at 10:30 A. U. Tuesday, July 14, 1914.

A constitutional number of lodges being represented the Grand 

Master opened the Grand Lodge in ample Form, and appointed his 

Committees.

At this time Grand Master Thompson took occasion to present 

to the members, the Past Grand Masters who were present in the 

persons of Bro. a. A. Bland, Bro. John I). Beeler, Bro. W. H. Mill­

igan and Bro. E. T. Bank. Each spoke briefly in high praise of 

the Organisation and gave hearty encouragement to the new members, 

and were responded to on behalf of the Grand Lodge by Bro. A. G. 

Clark, Grand Custodian.

At the afternoon session a communication was received and or­

dered spread upon the minutes from Frederick H. Townsend, Secre­

tary of the Y. M. C. A. extending to the members of the Grand
V

Lodge all the previledges, convenience and accommodation of the 

Y. M. C. A. building and grounds.

The Grund Master then called upon the Deputy Grand Master, Bro. 

H. E. Williams to preside, who in turn presented the Grand Master 

who then read his Annual Address. This was the first time this 

procedure had occured in the Iowa jurisdiction and has been gen­

erally followed ever since. The address covered in detail his 

years work and contained several recommendations for the improve­
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mart of the Graft. He reported the serious mental condition of 

the Junior Grand harden, Bro. F. 0. Davis, and had appointed Bro.

1. D. Lowery to serve out the term. He reported two new lodges, 

one at Clarinda which was warranted as Keystone No. 35, and one at 

Mason City, warranted Perfect Ashler No. SI, of which Past Grand 

Master, Bro. John D. Reelor had been appointed Worshipful Master.

In company with Bro. S. Joe Brown, Senior Grand Warden, he visit­

ed the Grand Lodge of Missouri in its 47th Annual Session at St. 

Joe, Missouri, and was present at the laying of the corner stone 

of the ’’100,000.00, Y. M. 0. A. building in Kansas City. He re­

commended that the Grand Lodge acquire property and a committee 

was appointed to investigate the subject. He had successfully de­

fended the Grand Lodge in a suit brought against it by the ben­

eficiary of a deceased member of Rescue Lodge No. 25 at Omaha.

A Medical Examiner’s Certificate, arranged by a committee of 

three doctors was adopted.

The Grand Custodian was granted an opportunity to exemplify 

certain parts of the Ritual over which disputes had arisen.

The Grand Secretary asked for and received definate instruc­

tions as to the collection and payment of the 1. & 0. Fund dues 

by subordinate lodges.

The usual Memorial Services were held at Mt. Eion Baptist

Church and a reception tendered the members at St. John's a. M. E.

Church. An interesting feature of the reception was the address of 
welcome by Hon. John ?. Reese, Superintendent of the Consolidation

Coal Company, which owned the town of Buxton. The town was not 

incorporated and Mr. Reese as Superintendent of the Goal Company 

was its Chief Executive.

1



The Grund Auditor, upon th® recommendation of the Grund Sec­

retary, ordered that 1130.00 be taktan from the Belief Fund and ’ 

placed in the General Pond to cover the exponaes of operating the 

Relief Department.

The Grand Master, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary and Grand 

Custodian were re-elected, the last three without opposition. 

Cedar Rapids was chosen as the place for holding the next Annual 

Communication.

Following the election the Grand Dodge was formed in line by 

the Grand Marshall and led by the Buxton Band and escorted by King 

Solomon Commandery of Des Moines, moved over the route designated 

by the local committee to the Hall of Cedar Grove Lodge, where it 

disbanded. It had been the custom since its organization for the 

Grand Lodge to make a parade through the business section of the 

cities in which it met, out the custom was becoming obsolete and 

was omitted at Keokuk in 1913, and the parade at Buxton was the 

last. It seems to have been merely a custom for which there may 

have bee good reasons in the early days, but it does not appear to 

ever have been sanctioned by rule, law or regulation, nor was it 

abolished by recommendation or legislation.

Membership 510. Cash on hand, General Fund, *‘70.90} <7. & 0. 

1422.90.

TWENTY—EIGHTH AlKUAX COMMUNICATION.

CEDAR RAPIDS, I O' . A, July 13, 14, 15, 1915.

BRO. JOHN L. THOMPSON, Grund Master. 
BRO. W. W. GROSS, Grand Secretary.

On Monday afternoon July 12, as provided in the Code, a school 

of Instruction was held under the auspices of the Grand Lodge and 

the particular direction of the Grand Custodian. The second and 
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third degrees was conferred by a special degree team selected by 

the Custcdi<in. A highly interesting and instructive feature of 

the work was an exemplification of the Middle Chamber section of 

the second degree by 3ro. John E. Bradford, of Hiram Lodge No. 19, 

acting as Senior Beacon. As a compliment to his ability and Mason 

ic zeal the Grand Lodge elected him Senior Gr««nd Beacon.

Conformable to the Constitution and in obedience with the ac­

tion of the last -annual Communication, the officers and members of 

the United Grund Lod. e, of Iowa assembled in Odd fellows Hall in 

Cedar Rapids at 9*.3O A. on Tuesday July IS, 1915, the guests of 

Mt. Olive Lodge No. 17.

The W. R. Henry E. >illiaus, Deputy Grund Master, opened the
t t

Grund Lodge in Due Form on the Third Degree. The Grand Master was 

then admitted, received with honors and escorted to the Grand East 

This was an inovation introduced in the Opening of the Grand i«odge 

that has not met with favor among Bro. Thompson*e successors, and 

has never been repeated.
♦

At the afternoon session, the Deputy Grand Master presiding, 

the Grand Master presented and read his Annual Address. Ono can­

not read the address without being impressed with the lofty ideals 

of the Grand Master and the humane sentiment expressed in his re­

ference to the Gread War there raging in Europe* His recommenda­

tion to create a Burial Fund in connection with the Endowment Dep­

artment met with considerable opposition at first, but was finally 

enacted in to Law, and has since come to be regarded as the most 

important feature of the Department. The Grund Lodge disapproved 

his recommendation to exempt the members of U. D. lodges from pay-
t

ing G. u. Duos. He onme near wearing the "bloody shirt," when he 

off*red the following: "I would recommend that the age of our 



Iowa Grand Lodge be changed to its correct Communication, namely 

from the 28th Annual Communication to the SSrd for our annual 

Minutes show that Iowa had a Grand Lodge einoe 1881, and some of 

you men here to-day and some of your lodges here were members of 

the Gr nd Lodge at that time. I think th it the error or confus­

ion came when the two Gr aid Lodges ‘became united and not from t e 

time when we first became a Grand Lodge." We have quoted the ex­

act language of the recommendation, because it really contridicts 

itself. There was neither "error or confusion" on the part of the 

convention that organized the United Gr nd and it was corrected, 

dated from the time WE became a Grind Lodge. The question of per- 

fectuating African Grand Lodge (the first Iowa Grand Lodge) to 

which the Grand Master referres, had been the bone of contention 

between Gr nd Master Blend an3. Gr-nd Master Clark for two years and 

was brought into the Convention by Bro. Bland and was defeated by 

the adoption of a substitute resolution by Bro. A. J. Harrris of 

Hiram Gr ind Lodge. After the election of Bro. Geo. H. Cleggett to 

be Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge, the record then ssy;

M. ’>*. G. H. Claggett, G. . of the former A. G. L., nd Alexander 

Clare, G. i. of the former H. G. ., surrendered their gavels to 

the BU d. United Grand Lodge A. K. & A. H. for the State of Iowa 

and its Masonic jurection, and the same were acknowledged by 2. ./• 

G. II. Geo. H. Cleggett in the name of the M. W. United Grand Lodge 

of Iowa."

"The former African G. L. and the former Hiram G. L. having 

called on and finished: up their business during the adjournment of 

the convention, were announced closed htne Lie, and are numbered 

with things that were."



There does not ap ear to have been either "error or confu­

sion” when this record was made. It was read on the floor of the 

Grand Lodge after the Committee on Jurisprudence had reported in 

favor of the adoption of the reoommandation and it led to its de­

feat by a large majority. It is with no small degree of reluctant- 

cy that we reoord this incident in this history, as its principal 

proponants, Grand Master Thompson and fast Grand Masters Shepard, 

Reel r and Milligan, who composed the Committee on Jurisprudence, 

have all since crossed the Bar. But it is history and was at that 

time vital to the peace and harmony of the organization. It had 

never been proposed before and has never been since.

The Burial Fund as adopted provided for the payment of W5.00 

to be used for burial purposes only, and was to take effect Oct­

ober 1, 1915.

The Grand Master was up held in his ruling that a subordinate 

lodge could refuse to accept a visit from the Grand Custodian, in 

his official capacity, even if the visit was to be made without 

cost to the lodge.

One new lodge had been organized at Waterloo, and was warrant­

ed as St. Johns Lod e No. 55. He laid the corner stone of the
i f

Tabernacle Baptist Church at Council Bluffs.

The Committee appointed at the last session to canvass and in­

vestigate the proposition of purchasing real estate by the Grand 

Lodge, reported it as being impracticable at the present time.

The Grand Secretary reported that he had succeeded in secur­

ing a complete file of the Proceeding of the three Iowa Grand Lodges 

also that Bro. Orange Fields, of Union Lodge No. 1, had presented 

to the Grand Lodge copies of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of
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Missouri, from 1871 to 1879, inclusive. In making the report he 

said:"Early Iowa Masonry being so interwoven with the Grand Lodge 

of Missouri, for until 1881 and 1884, lodges in Iowa worked by 

authority of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, our history cannot be 

full and complete without a part of the history of that Grand Lodge 

be iftstuced.” The Grand Lodge tendered Bro. Fields a vote of 

thanks for his gift. The Grand Secretary was authorized to pur­

chase a typewriter for the office. A committee consisting of Past 

Grand Masters J. H. Shepard, W. H. Milligan and John D. Heeler was 

appointed to prepare a history of Begro Masonry in Iowa. The Con­

stitution was amended to provide for a vote by ballot instead of a 

vote by lodges in selecting the place for holding the Grand Lodge.
t *

Among the interesting and enjoyable features was a reception
k *

on Tuesday evening and visits to the Masonic Library, the Comistory 

Building and St. Paul’s M. E. Church.

The Grand Master, Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary were re­

el oted. Bro. S. Joe Brown was elected Grand Custodian.

Ottumwa was chosen as the plaoe for holding the next Annual 

Commu ication.

Membership 572. Cash on hand. General Fund, 4137.10; W. & 0. 

Fund $1640.20.

TWEHTY-BIBTH aBNUAL COMMUNICATIOB.
OTTUMWA, July 11, 12, 13, 1916.

BHG. JOHN L. THOMPSON, Grand Master. 
sRo. W. W. GROSS, Grand Secretary.

On Monday July 10, in conformity with section 23 of the Code, 

a School of Instruction was held in the lodge rotfm, of Golden Star 

Lodge, beginning at 9 A. M. and continued through the afternoon and 
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prynning and was in charge of the Grund Oustoian, Bro* S. Joe 

Brown. A full report of the school is given in the Custodians 

Annual Hepert and is printed in the 1916 Prose ding. The Custodi­

an in his year’s work had held District Schools of Instruction as 

provided for in the Code.

Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution and the action 

of the last Annual Communication, the officers and members of the 

United Grand Lodge of Iowa assembled in the Eall of Golden Star 

Lodge Ho. 4, in the City of Ottumwa, at 9:45 A. M. on Tuesday, July- 

Il, 1916. A constitutional number of lodges being represented the 

Grand Master opened the Grand Lodge in Amp>e Form and appointed his 

Committees. The remainder of the morning session was devoted to 

receiving and extending felicitations to the seven Past Grand 

Mast era who were present. The Grund Master called attention to the 

unijue and pleasing circumstance in that all save one, (Bro. James 

Washington) of the surviving Past Grand Masters of Iowa were in 

attendance, and presented each to the Grand Lodge, ordered the 

Grand Honors given and invited each to addre s the Grand Lodge.• > 
The 1916 Proceedings contains a group picture of those illustrious 

Craftsmen and in referring to it the Grand 3 cretary gives the 

following brief sketch:

This feature is added with the hope that it will prove attrac­

tive to all our membo s and in such a manner that they will be­

come interested and at the same time better acquainted with the 

Masons who have been rewarded with the highest honor the fraternity 

can confer, some of whom really helped blaze a Masonic trail in 

these parts, Masons who gave abundantly of their time, talents and 

means to further the cause we all love, Masons who attempted and
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accomplished much.

Since the formation of the first Grand Lodge of lov/a in 1881, 

fifteen different Masons have been el oted to the office of Grand 

Master, of these, Page, Hilyard, Clark, Gilliam and Cleggett have 

"crossed the bar," Washington, while still living, having demitted 

is not now a member of this jurisdiction*
»

In the illustration, reading right to left, are Bros. Brooks, 

Shepard, Bland, Heeler, Brown, Milligan, Banks, Thompson.

Bro. Brooks is the senior Past Grand Master and was the second 

Grand Master elected by the African Grand Lodge of Iowa, the year 

being 1882. He was raised in Suraner Lodge, Ho. 41, Burlington, G. 

L. of Mo., 1875.
♦ 1 t

Bro. Shepard was elected Grand Master in |883, but perhaps is 

better known outside the jurisdiction on account of his service as 

0. 0. F. C., an office he filled capably and well for many years. 

He was raised in North Star Lodge No. 31, Des Moines, G. L. of Mo., 

1879.

Bro. Bland is the Senior Past Gr nd Master with regard to the 

length of time a Mason. He was the first Grand Secretary of the 

African Grand Lodge and its fourth Grand Mast r. He was also chos­

en Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge in 1895-96. He was made 

a Mason in Lincoln Lodge, Cairo, Ill., G. L. of Ohio, April 1866.
/ i

Bro. Heeler, sometime dubbed; "The Boy Grand Master," for the 

reason that he was, perhaps, the youngest Mason to be elected to 

the Grand Hast of Iowa. He was made a Mason in North Star Lod;re No 

2, Des Moines, African Grand Lodge of Iowa. His election to the 

office of Grand Master took place In 1892.

Bro. I. L. Brown was elected 1898 and has more re-elections 
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to his credit than any other last Gr nd Master, (six). He was 

raised in Eureka Lodge, Ko* 21, Marshalltown, 1892*
♦

Bro. Milligan had no opposition in 1906, when he was first 

elected Grand Master; this perhaps, is the only instance in the his 

tory of the Grand Lodge of Iowa of a Mason being the unanimous cho­

ice of the brethren when first chosen. He served, consecutively, 

six years.

Bro. Banks was made a Mason in .alabama and came to North Star 

Lodge Ko. 2, Des Moines in 1888, demit ted to Dorio x>odge Mo. 30, 

Des Moines, 1909 and was elected Grand Master in 1911.

Bro. Thompson was raised in North Star Lodge No. 2, -^es Moines 

in 1900, was elected Grant Master in 1912 and served four years.

PROCEEDINGS OF PAST GRAND MASTERS*
COUNCIL.

Ottumwa, Iowa, July 13th, 1916.

All living Past Grand Masters, with the exception of Past 

Grand Master James Washington, who is out of the State, were called 

and assembled in conference on the above date, with the following 

present: Bros. A. a. Bland, Jno. L. Brooks, J. H. Shepard, J. D. 

Heeler, I. L. Brown, 1. H. Milligan, E. T. Banks, J. L. Thompson.
> > *

Bro. Bland called the meeting to order, and stated the needs 

and object of having a *ast Grand Masters' Council organized, and 

upon motion, Bro. A. A. Bland was elected chairman, and Bro. Jno. 

D. Heeler, secretary of the temporary organization, and after a 

lengthy discussion, motion prevailed that a committee of three be 

appointed to draft Rules and Regulations for the ©vemment of a 

permanent organization. Bro. Bland appointed the following com­

mittee: Bro. J. H. Shepard, Bro. E. T. Banks and Bro. Jno. 1.
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Thom.son, said committee to report at th® next annual Grand Lodge 

session.
*

It was suggested to this ooumittoe that they name this organ­

ization, The Imperiftl Council of J?ast Grand Masters of Iowa. Upon 

motion the secretary was instructed to record the address of the 

brothers.

Bro. A. A. Bland, 1017 Main St., Keokuk, la.

Bro. Jno. L. Brooks, 809 So. Gertrude St., Burlington, la.

Bro. J. H. Shepard, 1421 Crooker St., Des Moines, la.

Bro. J. D. Reeler, 1631 No. Quincy Ave., Mason City, la.

Bro. I. 1. Brown, 712 Bromley St., Marshalltown, la.

Bro. W. R. Milligan, Route 2, Cedar Rapids, la.

Bro. E. T. Banks, 1046 Enos Ave., Des Moinos, la.

Bro. J. L. Thompson, Bystander, Des Moines, la.
V

The Council then adjourned to meet the third day of the next 

Grt nd Lodge Session.
JOHN D. REELER, Secretary.

All have since "Pass? s the Bar" except Bro. I. L. Brown.

At the afternoon session, the Deputy Grand Master, Bro. L. D. 

Lowery, presiding , the Grand Master presented and read his Annual 

Address. He had granted a dispensation for a U. D* Lodge in
*

Fort Dodge which was warranted as Western Star Lodge No. 35. Had 

arrested the warrant of Sumner Lodge No. 3, at Burlington, and sus< 

pended the members for 5. f. D., but after further consultation 

with the members, had returned the warrant. But little new leg­

illation was offered for consideration.

The resolution by Bro. Geo. H. Woodson to purchase and pre­
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sent an apron to each of the Past Grand. Masters present, was ad­

opted and a committee appointed for that purpose.

It was also provided that on the death of a Past Grand

Master, each subordinate lodge should be notified by wire.

The Grand Secretary disclosed a few weak points in the Buriall. ■ ■ . -
fund Department and the same was referred to a special committee, 

whose report was ordered printed in the proceedings and referred

to the next Grand Se sion for final consideration.

Bro. J. H. Shepard, on behalf of the Historical Committee 

gave good and sufficient reason for not having a report ready and 

asked for an extension of time to the next Annual Communication, 

whioh was granted. Bro. Shepard was well qualified for the work he 

had undertaken and had his life been spared to complete it, would

have given to the Masons of Iowa a complete and reliable history of 

the Craft In tho state. On account of ill health he was unable to

attend the next Annual Session and passed away on March S, 1918.

The other members never took up the work, hence, no report has

ever been made to the Grand Lod e.

A change of officers seems to have been desirable, and Bro.♦
3. Joe Brown was elected Grand Master; Bro. JOhn D. He ler elect­

ed Grand Treasurer, whioh office he held continuously for four­

teen years, Bro. W. W. Gross, re-elected Grand Secretary and Bro. 

A. G. Clark, elected Grand Custodian.
*

Davenport was selected as the place for holding the next An­

nual Communication.

Membership 606. Cash on hand. General Fund, '247.00; W. & 0. 

1861.48. Burial Fund, $29.76.

I
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THIRTIETH AHHUaL COMMOTIO AT I OK.
f

DAVOTPORT, July 9, 10, 11, 12, 1917.

BRO. 3. JOE BBOWM| Grand Master. 
BRO. . W. GROA , 'Grand Georetary.

In accord .-.nee with seation S3 of the Code, a Grund Lodge 

School of Instruction in charge of the Grand Custodian, was held 

in the Hall of Hiram Lodge Bo. 19, on Monday July 9, 1917, be- 

glning at 9 A. M* and continuing through the afternoon and evening.

Davenport, Iowa July 10, 1917. 

Hall of the Grand Lodge.

"Conformable to Constitution, Art. IV, Seo. 1, and the act of 

the Grand Lodge at its last Annual Communication, the representa­

tives of the several lodges of the jurisdiction and the permanent 

members of M. W. United Grand Lodge for the State of Iowa and its 

jurisdiction assembled in the apartments provided by Hiram Lodge 

Ho. 19, and at 9:30 o’clock in the forenoon of this date was call­

ed to ord r by the R. W. Deputy Grand Master M. 0. Culbertson (21) 

and with East Grand Master I. L. Brown presiding, a Lodge of Mas­

ter Masons was opened in due form.”
Bro. J. B. Lucas (18) was called upon to invoke Divine Bless-

♦

ing.

The Deputy Grand Master then proce ded and opened the Grand 

Lodge in Ample form.

This is the Secretary’s record as printed in the 1917 Proceed­

ings. In the roll call of oacioers he has M. 0. Culbertson (21) 

M. W. Grand Master, and I. L. Brown (20) Deputy Grand Master.

This record was the cause of much comment and criticism in the 

Masonlo world at the time and not without cause. It didn’t all 

happen that way.
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Thia was the first time in the history of the Grand Lodge 

that the Grand Master was not present to open the Grand Lodge and 

preside therein. Grand Master 3, Joe Brown hud informed his De­

puty that it was doubtful if he would be able to be present at the 

meeting and it was generally known among the members. But he was 

not dead and there was no vacancy in the office of Grand Master, 

and under the law ths Deputy Grand Master succeeded to the duties 

of Grand Master and not the Senior Grand Warden. Wat really 

occurred was that Bro. M. 0. Culbertson, the Deputy Grand Master, 

opened the Grand Lodge in due form, and then called upon Past 

Grand Master I. L. Brown, who had had seven years experience in 

tho Grand East, to preside during the business sessions of the An­

nual Communication.

The Grand Master had prepared and sent to the Grand Lodge his 

Annual Address said it was presented and read by the Grand Secretary 

Bro. W. Gross. It was the most complete in detail of any re­

port ever made by a Grand Master to the Grand Lodge as no single 

act of the Gr.‘>nd Master in connection with the duties of his of­

fice was overlooked. He tole in an interesting woy the causes for 

his absence. He was located at the time in’quarters of Co. 13, 17 

th U. 3. Provisional Training Regiment at Fort Des Moines’’ in com­

pany with some twelve hundred and fifty other Hegro Cadets who
/

were taking officers training for service in the World’s War. It 

was absolutely necessary that he be there every day end work 

from 5:30 a. M. till 10:45 P. M. except on Saturday afternoon and 

Sunday, hence, his request for lief of absence had been denied. 

Prior to his enlistment he had been busily engaged in caring for 

the demands of his office, as his list of official acts discloses.
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He gave an interesting account of the meeting of the Inter­

national Conference of Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries held 

in Chicago during the week of August 21-25, 1916t of which P* G. 

M* John L» Thompson wee President. It had voiced a unanimous sen­

timent in favor of a uniform ritual among Megro Masons, and recom­

mended the adoption of what was called the Ohio Ritual* The Grand 

Master reconsnended the adoption of this ritual by the United Grund 

Lodge but the question was postponed till the next Grand Session*
t

His r commendations to create the offices of Grand Attorney and 

Grund Medical Examiner, and for articles of Incorporation wore 

each rejected as impractiable and unnecessary.

He issued dispensations for two new lodges, one at Grund Is­

land, Sob., which was warranted Boaz Lodge Ho. 37, and one at 

Hastings, If eb., warranted, Marvin Lodge Ho. 38. A part of his re­

commendations affecting the Relief and Burial Departments were 

enacted into law. He had arrested the warrant of Sumner Lodge Ho. 

3, at Burlington, which was approved and the warrant revoked by 

the Grand Lodge.

The following action was taken by the Grand Lodge:

"All brothers in good and regular standing in their lodge who 

enter the Military Service of the Government during the present 

war, shall be exempted from all Subordinate Lodge and Grand Lodge 

dues during their term of service, and his or their names shall 

appear upon all reports and be marked, "Military Service.* The 

Burial i'und payments were reduced from 75.00 to ;50.00.

Bro. W. W* Gross, who had served six years as Grand Secretary 

was unanimously selected Grind Master; Bro. John L. Heeler re­

elected Grand Secret ry; Bro. Harry <• Hose elected Grand Secretary 



sad Bro. C. C. Johnson cl00tod QrosA Custodian. dounoll Muff a 

vms aolooted as the plaoe for holding the next Annual Session*

Neoborship 880. dash an hand, General S’und 267.8G, Belief 

:i881.; 3; Burial Fond >201.75.
, A

TSISHMPXW AKBUAL CfMUJBICATLOB.

COOTCU 3LQ F3, IO&1, July 9. 10, 11, 1916.

BiO. w. fe* GB088, GrtjKl faster. 
ISO* BaBHT W* 303E, Grand dearotary.

On Monday July 6, 1918, as provided for in Jostles 23, o£ the 

Beviaed Code, a Grand Lodge Cabool of Instruction naa held in the 

Hall of twin City Lodge So. 82, and naa under tho dir cot ion and 

supervision of tho Grand Custodian, Bro. C. C. Johnaon.

The Gr nd Custodian annminoed that he had loaned Certlfloctos 

of ?rofiaionsy. as provided by Low to tho following: Bro. M. 

f’nlior, Sorth Star lodge So. 2; Bro. A. G. Clark, Maple Grave lodge 

No. 16; Bro. A. c. SaOter, HnrcOtti Lodge No. 20; Bro. lie* Headley, 

Castons Lodge Bo. ?2; T»o. R. ■’. ^-ylor, Hiram ^lg-3 8». 19; Bro.
t

Iforry >. Base, Boba^M ..3dge No. 29 a

la oonfomity with provisions of the Constitution and sot of the 

last umual Cofimnleution the offioere and ncrabera of B. $. United 

Grf>nd lodge of Iowa asaeuobled in the Hall of Twin City Lodge So. 32, 

in the City of C unoil Bluff, Iowa at 10 a. M. on Tuesday, July 9, 

1918. Grand Master, d. if. Gross having asoertainod a oonstitution- 

al number of lodges were duly represented opened the Gnsid uxlge in 

Ample S'ora end appointed his Comlttoes.

ith the Deputy Gr nd Laster, Bro. J. B. Bre^dford presiding, 

the Gruid Maeter presented end read his Annual Address. It vma a 



oleor,comprehensive presentation of the several vexed and delicate 

xucdtions which had arose for solution and asked ap roval of the 

Grand »odge in his of. arts to up—hold th® law and the dignity of the 

Organisation.

He was elo luent in his renew of the Oread »®r and reviewed the 

part Hegro Masons had token in all the Lnerioan Gonfllota. He 

stressed the oo—operation of ifesons in all phases c£ war work as 

traditional of the Fraternity and instinctive of good citizenship. 

He dlaoueaed the advisability of the Grcnd Lod c purchasing Liberty 

Bonds and it ordered the purohase of *480.00 in ar Saving Stamps.

<• believe the full official record in regard to Boas Lodge 

-o* 37, at grand Inland. lobrcska should be preserved. hence, wo 

reproduce it as reported by ths Grand Master > /A

Soon after the last annuel dess ion of this Grand Lod^e. in a 
....... *

communication I received from Most ’ orehipful T. 1?. Fields. Grund 

Master of Masons In Missouri, it was ointed out. that the lodge 

looated at teent Island. Hebr.iska. st. Johns Ho* SI. ilsoouri 

registry, now Boas So. 27. Xswa registry, wua under discipline by 

th® Grand Lodge of Missouri at the time authority was granted it to 

work uni or the Grand Lodge of Iowa. A subsequent oomuniaction con­

tain^. the request that I reoell the warrant issued by the Grand 

Lodge of Xowa.

How. the principle that Grand Lodges shall institute f«d com­

plete discipline on its subordinates, is well understood and never 

sjuosttoned. Nor are its internal problems a subject for review ty 

onothor Or? nd Jurlsdlotlcn. In a wrd. there is no oourt. save that 

of ct hi os sitting in its own conscience, to which a Gr?3id Lodge 

wy be swwnoncd to dve en aooowKt of Its claims, particularly ro- 



speotlng Its domestic affairs. Thus, while the succinct stat mart 

at Grand Master fields—before ^uote^.—ia all that has been vouch­

safed, and which is, indeed, sufficient, v/as accepted without 

iuestl^n, X did require Boaz bodge to make answer to the complaint. 

This was to dissipate all notions of harsh measures and arbitrary 

authority, and which X believed mre closely akin to the spirit of 

fair play. The answer was of such as to cause me to be of the 

opinion that the complaint was founded in feat.

z I did net resell the warrant. There is no suggestion, so far 

as I have been able to discover, that power is vested in Grand 

Masters to recall or revoke a lodge’s warrant. But there is much 

to - rove that authoritative decision in a raatter of this kind is re­

served to the hi host Masonic tribunal—the Grand bodge. Xt will 

be riwi—ihtffud, that Grand Kastens oriuwrt grant warrwnts, that being 

a function of Grand bodes exclusively, and it la a laa-elm of the 

law that the Baaas moans aro noco sary to dissolve as to create an 

obligation*

Z/X did, however, issue an order under date of JuaKuuqy 15th loot, 

suspending the labor of Boaz bodgo until the asxt mmjoI. Jotaaunl ca­

tion of the Grund bodge of Iowa* X demed this action impratlvo-
?

ly necessity, alike, in Justice to a dlstcr Grand lodge; in the in­

terest of th® regularity of Xo\»a Masonry; and I ml ht also add: in 

view of the basic element of govermont at stake; viz; respect end. 

submission to the constitute J authority, t hick thia and every other 

Gr nd bod-a has no mere casual int reot In seolng observed, for it 

would be paradoxical to deny tho Gr nd bodge the ri tit to command 

and still retain belief in disciplines

"In reporting this aot, yen are not only aokod to approve che
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seme. I subnit the following recommendation whioh I venture to

hope will receive offInactive action.

11 Heootamendtion: Third—that the warrant oct Boat Lodge be re­

voked and all money by eaid Boas Lodge paid to the Grand Lodge of

Iowa. except the dispensation foe. bo refunded, end that those 

only who were not metab^rs of St. Johns Lodge Mo. JI (Missouri re­

gistry) be eligible for demits from the Grund Lodge of Iowa.

This plan, sweeping though it be. seems the most whole some so­

lution of the prohl era. evincing, as it will, or purpose to adhere 

to universal principles of law and custom common to all minds, and

which are essential to the orderly achievement of just aims.

He then said under Fraternal Helations:

I have to report a rupture in the fraternal intercourse be­

tween the Host ■ orahipful Gre.nl Lodge of Missouri and this Host 

Worshipful Gr ind Lodge, throu h the inability of Gr nd Master * a. 

Fields and X to find coramon ground to reach an adjustment of the

complaint growing out of the matter of the lodge at Grund Island, 

Hebraska. which has already been treated in th s report under the 

caption: *Boas Lodge.*

I have stated that an order was loosed on January IBth last 

suspending the labor of Boas Lodge. Having become convinced that 

It was expedient and rl -ht to take that course, as a preliminary 

step to the corrootion of what appeared to me an error. and as an 

evidence of vood faith on part. For. on my responsibility as 

Gr nd Master. X had given the Grand Master assurances that X would 

use all end avor to have the Gr nd Lod e of Iowa revoke the warrant

granted Boas Lodge at its next nnual Loimsunl cation. To encompass

that end earlier. I had. it is true, the alternative of convening
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thia Grand Lodge in Special Coounioation, but X could not bring 

nyself to believe that the exigency of the situation warranted that 

extraordinary circumstance. The Grsaid Master of Missouri wan 

promptly advised of ry action in suspending the labor of Boas Lodge 

and his answer was a oogy of his proclamation sev ring fraternal 

relations.

®ow# I regret that this incident must reach the point of an 

estrangement of the two juriedlotLons, with the inevitable unhappy 

situations, but it may be of interest to this Grnd Body to know 

that all that is written under "Boaz Lodp-e* was written prior to 

the receipt of the notice of the break. That sets forth clearly 

what was your Grand Mester’s attitude then, ud which has suffered 

no variation to the present. All correspondence in the matter is 

hereto ap; ended fqr the further enltghtenraent of t cee who desire 
it."

On Sunday, Dec. 2, 1917, he convened tho Grand Lodge in an 

vaergant Coraraunloutlon and laid the comer stone of St. Paul,

A. M* 8. Church, according to tho ancient usage and custom of the 

Fraternity*

On Feb. 21, 1910, he Issued a dispensation to a new led ?e at 

Muscatine which was warranted as Fearl City Lodge Ho. 39, Asked 

for and was granted authority in case of extreme emergency, to 

annul cr change the date for tho Annual domraunication. He held 

that a corner stone may be laid with Masonic ceremonies when plac­

ed at some corner of the structure other than th® W* 2* In con­

struing "The Act to Create a Burial Fund.* he held that lodges, in 

any swa agreed upon, may add to the amount allowed by tho Grand 

Lodge. He oonvoned the Gr nd Lodge in an Haergency Ooennnioatlon
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at Des .*01006 on Uaroh 5, 1918, and conducted the Masonio Funeral 

Serwloa, over the remains of Pest Grand Master* Joseph H. Shepard 

and a in on April 8, 1918, at --leoKuus, for the funeral of Past 

Deputy Grand Master. Orange Fields.

Ax resolution o fared by Past Grand Master, S. Joe Brow, 

the benefioiariee of members who died in Military Service were pro­

hibited from receiving benefits from the Burial Department of the

Gr nd Lodgp. The word "children" as used Ln the Belief Deo&rtflMHt 

Law was construed to Include legally adopted children.

Dec Heines ras chosen as the plaoe for holding the nest An­
nuel Cosmuiicction.

Th© Grand Master. Gr nd Treasurer, Grand Seoreteyy and Grand 

Custodian were re-elected by unanimous vote of the Grand t-ogga.

Membership 718. Cash on hand. General Fund 1155.27; Belief 

Fund, 1877.08: Burial Fund )14’.00.

The Grnd Secretary reported DO members enrolled in Military

Service.

TaxaTY-SiscaiD asiqal aaanmcATi i.

DBS M0IIE3, XOAfA, July 7, 6. 9, 10. 1919.

BRO. W. w. GROSS. Grsnd Master. 
BRO. H ABQHT W. ROSB* Grand Secretary.

On Monday July 7, 1019, cs provided in Soot ion 2Z of the 

Code, a Grand -odg® Sehod of Xnsttrsiutian was held under the sup- 

ervlBion of th© Gr nd Custodian, Bro. 0. G. Jotmuon. beginning at 

9:^0 A. M. and oonf inulna during the afternoon and evening. In­

struction in the first, second and third r nks was followed by 

work in the third.

Agreeable to the Constitution and the aot of the last Gr nd
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Lodge, the off io ex s and raaabera of the M* W* United Gruxd Lodge 

of lav.s convened in the Jar Cm&p daiacsunity Service Hall in the 

City of Des £oin »t the guest of Berth Star Bo. Z end Dorie ilo.

80. on Tuesday. July 3, 1919, at 9:46 A. H.» and was called to 

order by Gr&nA blaster S. J. Gross. who proceeded end opened the 

Grand ^odge in ^aple Tona. Following the usual preliminaries the 

Grand Laster reltnguieliad the gavel to deputy Grand Kester, John
y\

B. Bradford taad thane presented and road hie Annual AMrees. It 

instructive. pertinent and good, a® reported that Grand lies- 

'»• Fields of Messuri had boon appeased when notified of 

notion of the Grand Lodge in revoking the warrant of Beas sodge 

and haul promptly withdrew hie edict severing fraternal relating
r

with th© United Grand Lodge. He issued a dispensation to a new 

lodge at Grand infant, Jeb., which received a warrant True 

Jaaeric-n Lodge Xu. 43. On lug. S, 1912. he deputised the Grand 

Custodian. Bro. Q. C. Johnsou to luy the comer atone of the Koyle 

Street Baptist Church Ln Lea kolnea; and on July 6. 1919, laid the 

comer atone of Syle 4. 4. Jiiurch in Los .ioinoa. Hia reooimen- 

Cation to renuubor the subordinate lodges fro* 3o. 4 sanseautiro* 

ly to the highest nwabar waa rejected. Ills reoonaandation to place 

the Deputy Grand Laster on the pay roll of Grand Lodge offiooro 

waa approved.

five hundred copies of the -ode of Sorrow Service aa arrange 

ed by Grand Kester Grona were presented to the Grand Lodges by

• G. S. s. Joe Brown on behalf of Sorth Star Ledge Be* 2 and 14>r» 

io Lodge Bo. SO. Thia aorvico has been in use over since.

The Grand Lodge appropriated -B25.0G to the Frederick Ltmrlars



Home at Ansoosta, Virginia.

The luexy, "Has the Gr&nd Custodian, bp vlrture of hie off- 

lee, authority to opm a lodg- of Master Masons and confer do- 

grees, pnsHrtted by Bro. J. a. Gilson (30) was referre to a 

specie! committee consisting ox Brothers 8. Jo© Brown, Geo. L. 

Sutes nd A. G. Clarh. The Cosnittee made the following reports 

*We find that our Revised Code inverts the power to open lodges for 

the purpose of conferring degree* of Masonry on only four officers, 

viz: the Gmnd Mast r, the Worshipful ifester and the two hardens 

of subordinate lodges; and that no such authority is inverted in 

any other officer.”

The Grand Secret ry reported that 6C ambers were enrolled in 

Military Service and that two had died while in the services Bro. 

Wilber 0. Johnson, Maple Grove Lodge Kb. IS .and Solomon ‘-llliMM, 

Dubuiuo lodge So. 29. The Burial claims in both oases were allow­

ed.

All off leers except the Senior Grand '.V&ruen were re-elected 

by una nimous vote. Xeoiiuk was selected as the place to hold the 

next Annual Communisation.

Membership 787. Cash on hand, General Fund 3362.03; belief 

Fund 1488,7..; Burl .1 Fund deficit 3.2B.

THIxlTY-TlHrU iSHU 1* OQSQtmCATX «.

XiOra, 10*/, July 12, 13, 14, 16, 1920.

BtO. I. . GRO , Grand Master. 
BiO. W. H. Grand dccret&iy.

as provided in doction 23 of the Code, a Gr ad ~od re School of 

Instruction under the direction of the Grand Custodian, Bro. 0. 0. 

Johnson was conducted in the Hall of Union Lodge Ko. 1, beginning 

at 9:30 A. M. and extending through the afternoon and evening.
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Work In the First, Second ind Third 3&nka was exeaplified by de­

gree teams seleoted by the Or nd Custodian and was oormended for 

its high ohuraoter nd efficiency.

In accordance with the provisions ox the Constitution and 

the act of the last Grund lodge, the officers end memb re of th© 

it* «• United Gr*;n3 Lodge of Xowa assembled in the Hall of Union 

lodge Ho. 1, in the city of Keokuk or Tuesday, duly 1?, 1920 at 

9:20 A. M» and there being a constitutional number of lodges re­

presented the Grind Mester W. 17. Gross opened the Grind Lodge in 

Jttple Form.
With the Deputy Gr nd Master, Bro. Geo. L. Suter, presiding, 

the Grand Mooter was presented and reed his Annual Address. It 

is a carefully pre rared. interesting and instructive document. Ho 

had visited all th© lodges and wee moot grotedtal with conditions 

as he found t em. He reported the organization of a Grand lodge 

for the State of Hebraska; had visited it in its first Grand Joca- 

raod&tion and aseietud in its preliminary work; was satisfied of 

its regularity and asked that it be recognised as a doverelpn 

Grand Lodge. This was done in a formal resolution adopted by the 

Grand Lodge. He revived Sumer Lodge Mo. 2 at Burlin tern under 

its old warrant. Had issued & dispensation to a new lodge nt
« 3

Washington which was warranted Hough Ashler Lodge Ho. 41.

He had received information from Bro. Bdward Asken of Decatur 

lodge Ho. 14 at Sioux City, that a lodge styling itself *National 

York Hite Masons,* had been planted in Sioux City. He immediate­

ly notified the several lodges in the jurisdiction and g-'-.ve in­

structions *to prevent if possible, by legitimate and iUiet meth­

ods, a repetition of the performance in other oomainitiea of th©
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State.** He advised an the best mesne to combate It was, "in ad­

dition to rigid noa-lnt rooureo, fraternally, is to educate the 

public concerning the utter worthlessness of this brand of so- 

called ’asonry***

He accepted the resignation of the Junior Grund Warden, Bro. 

3. i. fade of Resaca oodge So. 15 of Ctoaha, Hob. , and ap olntod 

Bro. 3K. Headley of Keystone Lodge So. S3 to fill the vacancy.

On Sovtssber 3Q, 1919, he received and accepted the retai na­

tion of Bro. Hurry 4. Rose, Grund secretary, and appointed Bro. ®. 

E. Bailey, the Deputy Grand Seoretary, to fill the vacancy. Bro. 

Rose had found. he did not have the tlue to devote to the work ox' 

the Secretary*e oflice. His wor^t for three years past had been 

very creditable.

BeoomsndM that the office of Gr.^nd Reviewer be changed book 

to C. 0. 1. Ci that the Secretary's office be node the a cnoy for 

supples for the use of subordinate lod ©e; that the Grand Scare* 

tary*c alary be raisedj and re-recomaended that the subordinate 

lodges be renumbered from 4 to the highest number consecutively. 

All were adopted exo ept the renumbering of the lod res. The Xo»a 

Code provides that wHo new lodge shall rcoeive the name or number 

of #.ny lodge of tbe^hMwMcn whether extinct or othen iee.” Thia 
law has been ©Sheared to in the lowa^^wwticR with but three ex­

cept ionos Hiram Lodge Ro. 19, at Davenport was ivtn th® num­

ber formerly odd by Glar^ oodge So. 19; xecatur La&gc So. 13 was 

allowed to take So. 14, formerly held K ^nohor Lodge So. 14 of 

Minneapolis, D;inn; amt albia Star xcd^e Bo. L6 is the acme name 

and nwrbcr of a former lodge at dlbia that surrendursd its war­

rant in 190f.
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The Grand Manter wan authorised to appoint a oocxnlfctee of 

fire lawyer ambers to investigate the feasibility of an inoori or­

ate body and report to th© next Gr .nd ~od e. A new edition of the 

Code wen ordered printed*

*mong the distinguished visitors were Snr. Bro. J. B. Sciith,

C. C. F. C. of the Grand ^ou -e of Sebrnxa; Hev. Bro. 3. B. i'oore, 

Worthy Gr nd Matron, and Her. Bro. J. H. Garrison, Past orthy 

Grnd ratron of £leot« Grand Chapter C. is. S. of iowa.

The Gr nd faster, Grund Treasurer, and Grand Secretary were 

re-eleoted without opposition. Bro. Cohn B» Bradford elected 

Qmd Custodian.

Sioux City v/ae selected as the plane for holding the next An­

nual Communiojvt ion.

Xantortoly S53; Cash on hand. General fund, 416.60; Relief 

Fund, |1, F94.?2; Burial Fund, 5F2.30; Sar Saving Stamps, -142.00

The Grand lodge toes wer-- raised from 50 cents to 1.00.

THIHTY-FOUSTH AJIWAl OOMtWICATIQS.

SIOUX cm, 10U, July 11, 12, IS, 14, 1921.

BRO. .7. . GROSS, Grand Matter. 
BRO. GMO. L. BUT J, Grand Secretary.

to Monday, July 11, 1921, a Grtaid Lodge School of Instruction 

as provided for In Seation 23 of the Code, was conducted by Bro. 

J. B. Bradford, Grnd Custodian during whiah the ritulistio ^ork 

of the three degrees of Masonry vas axaapilfiGd.

In cionformlty v.'ith the Constitution and aot of the last Grrnd 

Lodge the officers and nenbers of the M. f> toited Grand Lodge of 

lom assembled in the Hall provided by Decatur Lodge do. 14, at 

Sioux City, Iwu at 10 A. M.jOB Tuesday, July 12, 1921, and wan 

opened in Ja^le Form by Grand Manter W. Gross.
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Following' the usual preliminary work the .Deputy Grand Master 

B. J. Haox presented the Grand Master. who then read his .Annual 

Addres j. It was a al ear expression of the tests and details of 

the past ytk-r’a work. Had authorised Deputy Grand Koster B. J. 

Haok to lay the corner stone of Bethel Baptist Churoh at zerry. 

low®, Sept. lb, 19£0> Mad aooeted the resignation of the Grand
»

beoretery Bro. 1. H. Bailey, and ap ointe: Bro. Geo. 1. Suter, of 

Eureka Dodge Ko. to. at liarshalltown to fill the vauanoy. Filial 

duty compelled Bro. Bailey to leave the jurlaciotion and return to 

hi® former ho&e in &'eat Virginia. Two new lodges had been added 

to the roster. One at Cent rvllle whioh was warrants! Tuscan 

lodge So. 41, and Uorinthan lodge U. D. at Fort Madison whose dia- 

pcnsutlon was continued. For good re&aone had not ordered the new 

edition oi tee Code printed. Asked that the Grand lodge of iris* 

one be extended reoonit.on. keoo^mendea the C. C. F. C. be al— 

lowed a salary of ib.OC a year. He diccuesod at length the term 

"Clandestine lodges* and interpreted,cd its meaning aa used in the 

Gode. He had be«n unable to attend, the meeting of the internation­

al woafcrenoe of Gxvnd Past- and Grand Georet&ries which vm 

held in Ginoinnatl in August 19£0« and in response to his request 

the Committee on Jurisprudenoe presented the following report as 

expressing th® sentiment of the Grand -ode.
f/
In regard to the recomenDst on of the Grmd Mastar for a do- 

alaration by this Grand lodge setting forth its attitude toward 

th® Internet ionol Conferenoe of Grnd Masters and referred to 

this oomittee 1$ the committee on Grand Masters Address we ro- 

ooramend the adoption of the followingy

BaiSOlUTIOK f

Whereas there sovas to hav? arisen some xuostion with refer-



cnee to th© status and jurisdiction of the later—Sat tonal Con­

ference of present and Xast Grand Heaters and Grand Secroturya, 

formerly preaided over by last Grand Maater^John 1. Thompson of 

Zewa* and at present 'resided. over by Gr-nd Heater^ C. T. ..ood__ofz{ 

Alabama* be it hereby

Beaolved by the Coat "orshipful IMited Grand lodge of A. F* & 

A, • of Iowa and jurlsdiot ion* That we recognise said Intor-Eo- 

tlonul Conforence as & Conference only* for social intercourse and 

exahan e of ideas by its meobcra^ but having no jurisdiction what­

soever neither legislative* judicial nor executive, over the vari­

ous Gr nd juodgoa which are there resented* the said Grind lodges 

thoacelvee and each of them being sov reign bodies having supreme 

authority legislative* judicial and executive, over all matters of 

cymbollo iJasonry in their respective jurisdiction. 1. proved.

The Committee of five lev yers apiointod by the Grand Master

mode the followin’ reports

sepobt or special, aeoai ccmmittks

Brother S. Joe Brown (SO) presented the report of the Commit­

tee on Incorporating the Ornd lodge* and on .notion of Brother A. 

G. Claris (IB) same was—

Adopted.

To the Host Worshipful Gr«nd Hooter* lard ens nnl members «f 

the Host worshipful United Grand lodge* A. f. 3> a. • for Iowa and 

Jurisdiction:

The undersigned cossmittee of attorneys* a. pointed b; the Grand 

faster pursuant to authority vested in him by your last Gr .nd Gois- 

munioat ion * to niaice a thorough and ooreful invesati gatxon and re­

port on the propriety of ©nd the possible benefits to be derived 
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by th© Incorporation of this Or and lodge, especially in vies of 

the CKisteno© of certain oondltionn referred to by the Grand Mas* 

ter in his 19ii0 .umufl A dress, after having obtained from the 

Gr aid 'kuiter detailed information with reference to the spuolflo 

matt ora u^on which he dealrod a lo^al opinion, submit for your can- 

aldoration the following

1st. Xt la the opinion of thia oersaitteo, that the inoorpor- 

etiun of thia Gr nd Lodge would not materially assist this Grund 

juodgo in aj^r efforts it mi. ht see fit to put forth to suppress the 

operation in this State of the or nizatlon known as "free and o- 

oepted indent York Masons**

2nd, It is, however, the opinion of thia ooaslttee t at should 

thio Grand Xolgo lustre to became incorporated, there is little 

licit h ood of such action meeting with any op osition from any out­

side source*

3rd. It ie also the opinion of thia eoraaittoe, that the in­

corporation of t is Grand lodge wo Id not effect the standing of 

our belief nnl Bertel Department before tbo lew of th© State, us 

this department is prsctlsclly epaivalerit to a siuk and burial ben­

efit association, which under our State low ?oey operate without 

State regulations whether incorporated or unlnaorpsruted*

Fraternally submitted,

3, Jog Brown, .?• G» M. (Dorio ho. 30) 
John 1* Thompson ?• G. •' • (frorth btar KO. 2)

OoEiffiittec A. G« Clark >• f. (Maple Grove 3b. 16)
Geo. H. Woodson /. u ( Jux'GKa No. 20) 
Herbert H. Wright J. W. (Doric 30. 30)

Wo the undersigned members of the Cojnilttee present at the



Gr nd Lodge after having been informed. the Lost Worshipful 

®F®fid faster, that it wts his int east ion that we should n-ake s re— 

wnBeatatle®, either for or ag-lnst Incorporation^ are uwmiw»y y 

of th® opinion th-t it would not be advisable to inoorporate at 

this tlac.

fraternally submittal,

3. Joe Brown, 2. 0. &« (Doria feb. 30) 
Oooaltteo John l. Th> sun, . G. * (Sorth -;tnr Ko. 2)

A. G. Claris, ,?» . (Maple Grove Ko. 16)
approved.

Resolution fey 8. ?• D, !• Crosthwit ( <&0) Junior Grund warden.

'’Sinae spcaial and expert information on &ay matter is valua­

ble, and uinoe the Legal Co.-iml.ttee appointed fey the m, w, Grand 

Master taut lone this Grand lodge hih and meritorious oervioe in in­

vestigating and reporting on the question of inaur ,orutin; the 

..ost or-hipful United Grand x>odge of lov/a, ixore eopeolully sinoo 

they have uokad nor expoatod oompensation for their services, 

which of itself ia ladioetive of the fins, mgnanfxMMi a frit that 

oharesterised th© CaaaioeioQ, to benefit and serve af

whioh the Gr<nd lodge ia not wnaindfuli it is novad that this 

Grand Body tender to the JonmiaaXon Jointly and sover lly its 

thun-ca, end the Gr nd Georetaiy be, and he is, hereby direst cd to 

advise eauh m^abesr of the uttae by letter."

Resolved, That the expanses of the members of the Gomelttee 

on Inoorporatlng the Or&nd .Dodge, inaid ent to their attan, anae on 

this aoramuniaatian be at the oharge of the Grand lodge} PB0VIDE3, 

suoh m<dsbcr is not serving in some other sapsaity to have hie ex­

penses defrayed by the Grand lodge*

Unanimously adopted.

The oossnittees report was based largely upon the exJiaujtive 
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brief prepared by Bro. A. G. Clark in which he pointed out the 

many serious disadvantages an incorporation might Inflict upon 

the Grnd Lodge.

At the request of the Grand Master, Bro. A. G. Clark, C. C.

F. C. had prepared a historical sketch of the National Grand Lodge 

giving its origin, workings and dissolution. It was ordered 

printed in the proceedings and 1000 copies printed in pamphlet 

form for free distribution.

All officers were re-elected.

Des Moines was the unanimous choice for holding the next An­

nual Communication.

Membership 1013, General Fund, ^550.78; Relief Fund .^1837.57; 

Burial Fund, "486.00.

Decatur Lodge No. 14, was warranted by African Grand Lodge on 

July 15, 1885, and was on this occasion celebrating its 36th 

anniversary, and the Grand Lodge in appreciation of its generous 

hospitality passed the following resolution;

Be it resolved by this Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Iowa

A. F. & A. M. in session assembled in Sioux City the guest of De­

catur Lodge No. 14, that since this is the first time in the his­

tory of Iowa Masons that this Grand Lodge ever met here, and the 

great reception tendered and generous hospitality shown not only 

by the craftsmen of this city but by Mayor Wallace M. Short and, 

the sisters of Harmony Chapter for the gift of flowers and all the 

people of Sioux City; therefore, be it resolved that this Grand 

Lodge extend our most hearty thanks and a predation for the court­

esies extended to us during our Grand Session here. Approved.
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THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

DES MOINES, IOWA, July 12, 13, 14, 15, 1922.

BRO. W. W. GROSS, Grand Master. 
BRO. GEO. 1. SUTER, Grand Secretary.

The Grand Lodge School of Instruction as provided for in the 

Code was held on Monday, July 12, 1922 and was under the direction 

of Grand Custodian, Bro. John E. Bradford. General instructions 

in the three Simbolic Degrees was given and some very accurate 

work done by selected degree teams.

At 10 o’clock A. M« on Tuesday, July 13, 1922, in obedience 

to the provisions of the Constitution and act of the last Grand 

Lodge, the officers and members of the M. W. Dhited Grand Lodge of 

Iowa assembled in the Auditorium of St. Saul A. M. E. Church, in 

the city of Des Moines, Iowa, the guest of North Star Lodge No. 2, 

and was called to order by Grand Master W. W. Gross. A constitu­

tional number of lodges being represented, the Grand Lodge was 

opened in Ample Form by the Grand Master.

Following the usual formalities the Grand Master turned the 

gavel over to Deputy Grand Master H. E. Williams, and then read 

his Annual Address.

He reported the passing on December 26, 1921, of Past Grand 

Master Austin A. Bland, at his home in Keokuk, Iowa after a brief 

illness, and gave a brief sketch of his life and Masonic career. 

On the occasion of his funeral on December 29, 1921, he convened 

the Grand Lodge in emiegent coramunication and conducted the last 

rites of the Order. Most of the Grand officers and Past Grand 

Masters were present.

Reorganized Albia Star Lodge No. 26 at Albia and asked that 
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it be permitted to retain its old name and number; asked that 

Corinthian Lodge at Ft. Madison be granted its warrant and num­

ber, 43. He declined to consider a proposition to institute a 

lodge at Ogden, Utah and one in Des Moines. He held that ".An­

nual Sermons" were not officially recognized in the Iowa jurisdic­

tion. The Revised edition of the Code had been printed and was 

ready for distribution. He had visited all the lodges.

He discussed with force and clearness the advisability as 

well as the practibility of curtailing the business session of the 

Grand Lodge by one day and extending the time of the School of In­

struction one day, and presented an amendment to the Constitution 

embodying the place which was approved and referred to the next 

Grand Lodge for final action.

The Grand Lodge continued its membership in the Inter-Hational 

Conference of Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries and selected 

Grand Master Gross to represent it at the next meeting in Washing­

ton D. C. in August 1922.

A communication from Past Senior Grand Warden W. D. Crawford, 

of Cedar Grove Lodge Ho. 18, and in response to an appeal by the 

Grand Secretary an offering of $36.00 was contributed.

The Grand Treasurer was allowed compensation in the sum of 

|25.00 a year.

Subordinate lodges were ordered to fill in all quarterly and 

annual return blanks with typewriter. All committee reports were 

ordered typewritten at the expense of the Grand Lodge.

Davenport was selected as the place for holding the next An­

nual Communication. The Grand Master, Grand Treasurer and Grand 

Secretary were re-elected. Bro. Albert Geter of Doric Lodge Ho.
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So, was elected Grand Cuatodinn.

Membership, 1050; General Fund $637.77; Belief Fund, 12702.97 

Burial Fund $993.70; War Saving Stamps $500.00.
’ t

THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION. 

DAVENPORT, July 9, 10, 11, 12, 1923. 

BRO. W. W. GROSS, Grand Haste . 
BRO. GEO. 1. SUTER, Grand Secretary.

On Monday, July 9, 1923, the Grand Lodge School of Instruc­

tion was conducted by Grand Custodian Albert Gater and was in 

session during the day and evening.

Conformable with the provisions of the Constitution and the 

act of the last Grand Lodge the officers and members of the M. W. 

United Grand Lodge of Iowa astembled in Turner Hall, the guest of 

Hiram Lodge No. 19, and at 9:15 A. M. on Tuesday, July 10, 1923, 

was called to order by the Grand Master. After ascertaining a 

constitutional number of lodges were duly represented Grand Master 

W. W. Gross opened the Grand Lodge in Ample Form, appointed his 

committees and with Deputy Grind Master John E. Bradford presid­

ing, read his Annual Address. He discussed with his usual force 

and acumen matters that were of vital interest to the welfare of 

the Craft. He reported the doath of LI. W. Bro. Nelson C. Crews, 

Past Grand Master of Missouri. He reaffirmed his former reports 

on the State of the Order and made an earnest appeal for man in­

dividual actively among Masons. He discussed the relative merits 

of the two different methods of teaching the ritual—visitation 

by the Custodian or District School, but made no recommendation on 

the subject. He asked the Grand Lodge to adopt some equitable 

plan for defraying the expense of the Grand Master's visit to the 
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lodges. He discussed, the care of Indigent Masons and recommend­

ed that some concrete plan be devised for their welfare and sup-

.. port. He gave an extended report of his attendance upon the 

meeting of the Inter-Hational Conference of Grand Masters, Grand 

Secretaries, etc., at Washington D. C. in August 1922, and for 

reasons fully set forth expressed the opinion, that in his judg- 

ment ’’the Grand Master’s Conference ought to be dissolved.” This 

was the last time the Grand Lodge has been officially represented 

in the Conference. He had entertained on May 30th, at his home 

in Keokuk, . W. Bro. Eugene G. Lacey, Grand Master of Missouri. 

Recommended the Trustees be authorized to invest 325H0.00 of 

Relief Funds in Government Securities. He presented his valedic­

tory, and closed with an inspiring benediction.

The special Committee on Teaching the Work reported in favor 

of continuing the system of visitation by the Custodian. The 

Chronological History of Subordinate Lodges, by Bro. A. G. Clark 

was ordered printed in the Proceedings and he was allowed 325.00 

in compensation. The sum of 1100.00 was contributed towards the 

defence of Bro. W. W. Green, a member of Horth Star Lodge Ho. 2, 

who was in difficulty in Greensboro, N. C.

The Constitutional Amendment passed at the last session cur­

tailing the session to two days and increasing the School of In­

struction to two days was approved and the time of meeting of the 

Grand Lodge fixed as the first ’Wednesday after the second Tues­

day in July.

Bro. John E. Bradford -was elected Grand Master. The Grand 

Treasurer, Grand Secretary and Grand Custodian were re-elected
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without opposition.

Waterloo was selected as the place for holding the next An­

nual Communication.

SPECIAL CCUM UNI OPTION FUN ARAL LODGE. 

DAVENPORT, IOWA, Oct. 27, 1923.

BRO. THOMAS LI3HON, Senior Warden, Acting Grand Master. 
BRO. GEO. 1. SUTER, Grand Master.

Following is the official record as printed in the 1923 Pro­

ceedings:

Under the call of the Senior Grand Warden Acting Grand Master, 

the M. W. United Grand Lodge of Iowa convened at the place and on 

the date before mentioned to pay funeral honors to M. W., Brother 

John E. Bradford, Grand Master.

The Grand Lodge was opened in Due Form b., the Acting Grand 

Master, R. W., Brother Thomas Lighon (18), assisted by R. W., Bro­

ther H. E. Williams (4), Deputy Grand Master; R. W., Brother 

William Bell (35), as Senior Grand Warden; R. W., Brother Ross 

Hopkins (19), as Junior Grand Warden; R. W., Brother John D. Reeler 

(34), Grand Treasurer; R. W., Brother Geo. L. Suter (20), Grand 

Secretary; with Fast Grand Ofiicers, members of the Grund Lodge 

present among whom were Brother S. Joe Brown (30), P. G. M.; Bro­

ther W. W. Gross (1), P. G. M.; Brother A. W. Steppe (36), Past 

Junior Grand Warden; Brother A. G. Clark (16), Past Grand Custo­

dian, together with Brothers 2. E. Reeves (18); H. B. Smith (19); 

William Watts (41); F. D. Bland (1); A. 0. Powell (39), members of 

Hiram and other Iowa lodges, and brethren from Moline and Rock 

Island, Ill. Brief eulogies were spoken by Past Grand Master S.

Joe Brown and W. W. Gross
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Religious exercises were held at the Bethel A. M. E. Church 

with Bev. #• f. Kimble, of 'it. Sion Baptist Church, officiating, 

assisted by the local clergy.

And afterwards the remains were borne to Oakdale Cemetery, 

escorted b. the Tri Cities Com'nandery, Knighte Templar and a 

large oonaourae of Master Masons, where Masonic burial took place, 

conducted by Paet Grand Master f. W. Gross.

The Grand Lodge returned to the place of assembly and was 

closed m 2ue Form
t

THOMM LISBON, Lot. Grand Easter. 

GEO. l. SOTkB, Grand Secretary.
•f

THlxtfY-SKOSTH LMBUiL 0000X0^7101.

MEHL 30, IOMA, July 7, 8, 9, 10, 1924.

BRO. THOMAS UGBGJ, Senior Grand harden, Anting Grand Master. 

BRO. GEO. L. 3UT R, Grand Secretary.A
On Monday and Tuesday, July 7 and 8, 1924, the first two 

day School of Instruction was oinducted by Bro. Albert Gater, 

Grand Custodian. The School was well at ended and the work done 

testified to the wisdom of devoting an extra day to ritulistio in­

struction.

In compliance with the Constitution and the action of the 

last Grand Lodge, the offioere and members of the M. W. United 

Grnd Lodge of Lows, convened in the K. C. Hall which had been 

provided by St. Johns Lodge Mo. SB at atorloo, on Wednesday, 

July 9, 1924, at 9:15 A. M. and was called to order Uy the Senior 

Grund Mardon, Bro. Thome Li hon. Acting Gr nd Master, who ap­

pointed Bro. M. L. Blaok, of lou ”h Ashler Lodge Mb. 41, to act as 
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Senior Grand Warden* After ascertaining that a constitutional 

number of lodges were duly represented he opened the Grand Lodge 

in Due Form, appointed his committees and with the Deputy Grand 

Master Bro* H. E. Williams presiding, read his Annual Address* He 

spoke in words of tenderness of Grand Master Bradford and the 

great loss his death had been to the Craft. He had endeavored to 

since the responsibilities and carry forward the duties devol­

ving upon him by the death of the Grand Master. His record shows 

he did perform those duties with much oradit to himself and satis­

faction the the Craft. He had organized and dispensated a lodge 

at Valley Junction, Iowa, which was warranted Cedar Valley Lodge 

No. 44. Had laid three corner stones: Mt. Alon Baptist Church at 

Cedar Hapidsj Bethel A. M. E. Church, in Des Moines and St* 

Johns A. M* E* Church In Haydock. He reported the laying of the 

corner stone of Mt. Zion Baptist Church at Haydook on July 5th 

by Deputy Grand Master H. E. Williams acting under a dispensation 

from Grand Master J. S. Bradford. He had visited most of the 

lodges and reported conditions satisfactory.

dome changes were made in the laws regulating the payment of 

dues and in the method of paying claims against the Grand Lodge.

The Grand Secretary, Bro. Geo* L* Suter, who was employed as 

Chief Engineer at the pumping station of the Marshalltown Water­

works, was called home on the first day of the session, and Bro* 

F. 3* Johnson was appointed to take his place*

The Burial Service arranged by a special committee was adopt­

ed and ordered printed*

Bev. Bro. I. B. Smith, C. C. I*. C. of the Grand Lodge of Keb- 
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russa again precoat and’ extended greet lags • from his Grand 

Lodge and delivered the Memorial addroos at the Lodge of Sorrow.

Tho law providing for a two Atiy buslneaa seasion of the Grand 

Lodge went into effect at thio Oomunioatlon and tho ease and gen­

eral satisfaction with which the business was transacted proved 

beyond a doubt the feasibility of the experiment.

Council Bluffs wan selected as the place for holding the next 

Annual Communication.

Bro. A. G. Clark wee elooted Grand Maste .

Bro. J. D. Heeler re-©looted Grand Treasurer.

Bro. F. 8. Johnson ©looted Grand Secretary.

Bro. Sta. Bell, elected Grand Custodian.

Membership 1038| General Fund 700.82j Relief Fund 11928.22| 

Burial Fund, |1B67.88| Government Bccuritleo, *2,000.00| Balance 

due from Geo. 1. Suter, )198.99; Total >6,395.64.

THIRTY-EIGHTH AlWUJ. JOWUIXCATlOJf.

COUSCXL BLUFFS, IOO, July 13, 14, 16, 16, 19;.6. 

BRO. ALXAIWB G. GJU..LX, Grand Maator.
BRO. F. i. JOHBSufi, Grand Secretary.

On Monday and Tuesday, July 13 and 14, 1925 the Grand Bodge

School of instruction was conducted by the Grand Custodian at 

whloh the three degrees of Masonry were conferred upon a candi­

date furnished by Twin City Lodge. The school was well attended 

by Masters and Wardens of the Subordinate lodge who took much in­

terest and gave close attention to the work and instruction given* 

in compliance with the Constitution and act of the last

Grnd Lodge, the of leers and members of tho M. W. United Grant

I
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Lodge of xowa as: enabled in the hull provided b^ Twin City -uodge »
No. in the city of Coons11 Bluffs at 9iS0 A. M« on Wednes* 

day, July 16, 1926, and was sailed to order by Grand Master, A. 

G. Clark. After ascertaining that a constitutional number of 

lodges were represented the Grand Master opened the Grund Lodge in 

Ample form and apo inted hie oommltteeZ>

The Grund Master ruled that owing to the change restrioting 

the business session to two days, that all proposition for new leg 

islation or amendments to the Code, must be presented in writing 

and referred to the proper committee before the olose of the mom* 

Ing session on the first day, and gave an opportunity at that time 

for presenting the same.

M. W. Bro. Chas. W. Dlokinaon, Grant Master and H. w. Bro.
LAiLu

S* P« Wede,xof the Grand Lodge of Bebraska, were admitted, re* 

oeived with honors and escorted to the Grund East.

The Deputy Grand Master, Bro. 0. 0. Johnson was called to 

preside while ths Grund Master read hie Annual Address. He report 

Ou the sudden death of Jtest Grand Master l* T. Banks at his home 

in Des Moines on January IS, 1926, and was present at the funeral 

and conducted the Masonic service on January 16th. Had constitut­

ed and delivered the warrant of Cedar Valley Lodge No. 44 in the 

tow of Valley Junction and had for good reasons granted the lodge 

permission to more to the city of Des Moines. Had visited most 

of the lodges and reported the Craft in fine condition. He re* 

ported the Belief Department to be functioning with ecay renilar* 

Ity and promptness, and advised it "be let alone." Had refused 

to lay corner stones in old buildings being repained. Had been
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in oorroa ondeno-' with .. G< y. ■'.‘•liter -illiam® of ilnnsaota re* 

gcrdlng his proposal for a Joint Masonic Hom by Minnesota, Neb- 

r»eua and Iowa, but no defflnite plan had been agreed upon# Was 

the guest of Gr-nd Master T* H. Samuels of .rinoe Hall Grand 

lodge of Illinois at tho oereraonlos of laying tho Corner Stone of 

their 1^60,000*00 Masonic Tempi e in Ghioege on October IS, 1894 

fend also visit at the Grand lodge the® In ••salon, ^us the guest 

of S'eerl City lodge Ho. 89 at Muscatine on the occasion of their 

St. John Day celebration. Reported that the balance due the 

Gr nd Lodge by ■**<>♦ ®co* Suter had been oatisfaotorlly adjust* 

ed and promptly paid.

The Grand lodge ordered the Soesde of the Grnd Treasurer and 

Grind Secretary doubled in nm unt.

The Grund Master was allowed a salary of 180.00 md the Grand 

Secretary -100.10.
The reoouaftondetlon of the Grand faster to allow a Past Grand 

Masters railroad fare and per diem was defeated*

The fol owing resolution was pssaed:

(BY TBS -COMMITTEE QI GJUWS MASTER’S ABJJOSS)

Whereas, From the Annual Address of the Gr nd Master, we learn 

that a considerable portion of the funds <rf Ileeta Grand Chapter 

0. £« S., for low and Jurisdiction, are unavailable through the 

failure of the institution in which its funds wore Kept. M

Whereas, The Gr nd Master has stated that a duty devolves up* 

on tho Grwid Lodge at this time to put Its words Into deeds by 

uaMlng substantial provision for the Grand Chapter to meet any 

aontingenoy and has reooaiaended the placing of funds at its dis* 

posal for use in oase of emergency* It is therefore.
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Ordered, That the trustees of the Grand Lodge be and they 

arc hereby authorized and directed to loan ISleota Grand Chapter 

0. E. 3., any moneys of the Grand Lodge not otherwise employed. 

In sums not to exceed One Hundred ( ?100.)0) Dollars at any one 

time; the total amount of euoh loans not to exceed Five Hundred 

( MOO. 00) Dollars in any one year, which ehall bear interest at 

the rate of four (4) per omt per annum, the same shall be for 

the use of Electa Grund Chapter in meeting olaime against its En­

dowment Department, for which the Bald Electa Grand Chapter ehall 

not have sufficient funds at the time) a plleation for such loans 

shall be made to the Grand Master signed b the Worthy Grand Mat­

ron, Worthy Grand Patron, Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary of 

Electa Gr nd Chapter.

The resolution by P. G. M. I. 1. Brow to create a Sinking 

fund by increasing the Gr nd Lodge dues, for the purpose of es­

tablishing a Masonic Home was approved with slight changes and 

final notion deferred until the next Gr nd Lodge. The recommen­

dation of Perfeot ashler Lodge Mo. M for the restoration of Ar­

chie L. Jammers was a proved.

Several propositions designed to fix the compensation of the 

Grand Master nd Grand Custodian when visiting the lodges were re­

jected as being either impracticable or unconstitutional.

Cedar RapIda was selected as the place for holding the next 

Annual Communication.

The Gr nd Master, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary and Grand 

Custodian were re-elected.

Membership, 1031; General Fund, 731.26; Belief Fund
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|a,69&.5G| Darial Fund, 12,251.01; Government Ssourltleo M, 000.00 

Total M,470. 70.

THIHTY*I1BTB AISUaL COMMWIOaTI R.

0EDA3 amast XGWA, July 12, 13, 14, 16, 1926.

BHD. a. G. CLdJSK, Gr .nd Maotar. 
B30. f. 3. J0HB30S, Grand Secretary.

On Monday ®ad Tuesday, July 12 and 13, the Grand Lodge School 

of Instruction was conducted by Bro. Wm. Bell, Grand Custodian. 

At the afternoon sesni >n on Tuesday, by reiuest of the Grant Master 

the stat tone were filled by the Grand Of ioora and work in the 

Second Rank demonstrated. During th® second section of the degree 

the Deputy Great Master occupied the Kaot while the Grind Gusto* 

dl&n filled the Senior Deacon’s place.

Complying with the provisions of the Constitution nd act of 

the last Grand Lodge, the officersand members of the United 

Grand Lodge of Iowa assembled In the hall provided by Mt. Olive 

Lodge Ro. 17 at Cedar Hapldc, Xowa, at 9i?0 A. M. on Wednesday, 
July U, 1926, and were celled to order by Gr nd Mast® A. G. Clark

There being a constitutional number of lodges represented 
the Jr-nd Master opened the Grand Lodge la ^nplo Form and appoint* 

®d his committees. The ?ast Grnd Masters present were presented 

to the Grand Lodge* Several resolutions were offered sad refer* 

red to proper committees.

The hour having arrived for the Cr nd Master** Address, Doo* 

uty Grand Master n. Askew was called to preside while Gr?n<5 

Master Clerk re&d his Annual Address.

Be referred to the splendid record of Mt. Olive Lodge during 
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the forty-3 even years it had functioned, having entertained the 

Grand Lodge four times, and was the lodge home of hie father,

- Fast Grand faster, Aleocendor Clark at the time of hie death. Re 

reported the death of vast Deputy Grand Master Major 0. Cubertson 

of Maxell Lodge 10. 21, at hie home in Clinton on Wov. 5, 192ft, 

and epoke of hie splendid P’asonio record. Was not notified in 

time to attend hie funeral. Reported tho financial condition of 
Kleota Grand Chapter, 0. £• 3. had not become^w^Vaired during the 

poet year and no a plication for loan® had been made. Had Visit* 

ed moot of the lodges. In company with the Junior Grund harden, 

Bro. J. W» Young, and iact Senior Grand Warden, Bro. R. 3. Taylor, 

he had visited irinoo Hall Grand Lodge of Illinois in its 69th 

Annual Communication in Hook Island, 111. on Thursday Oot. 16, 

1925. He was the guest of Grund Master Fred W. Labnoy of tho 

Gr^nd Lodge of Missouri, during the week of August 25-29, 1926, 

while in attendance at the 27th annual meeting of the Rational 

Maeeuttonal Congress in Xunaas City, Mo.,

The Grind Lodge approved his recommendation to create a Char- 

ity Fund to be adminictered by the Grand Trustees; and one to add 

the words "Prince Hall Affiliation" to the title of tho Grand 

Lodge. The amendment to create $ Board of Custodians to oonsiet 

of all Paet Gr nd Masters wes jM^TTled. The amendmont offered 

by Paet Grand Master I. L. Brown to create a ^aoonio Home Fund 

failed of ratifio’tion. Three of tho Grand Master*e deoiaiono 

were upheld. The one "Holding that a member of the Iowa jurisdic­

tion residing in a foreign jurisdiction, whoso lodge becomes de­

funct, nay place his demit in any lodge in tho Xowa jurisdiction;
was overruled.
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Recognised by appropriate resolution the Gr nd i^odre of

/holaoouiiltr* A resolution to participate in the International 

Conference at Boston, Mass., during the week of tugust 26, 1926, 

was laid on the table. The Board of Trustees was directed to in­

vestigate the advisability of investing funds of the Grand Lodge 

in the sock of the Fraternal Temple Aesooiation of Des Moines.

The Grund Secretary was authorised to purchase an adding 

machine, and his form for a diploma and traveling cart was ap­

proved.

Ottumwa was selected as the place of holding the next An­

nual Communioation.

The Grand Master, Grant Treasurer and Grund Secretary were 

re-elected. Bro. Henry B. Smith of Hiram Lodge Bo. 19, w*s elect­

ed Great Custodian.

Jfemberahip 1016; General Fund *927.67; Belief Fund >3,617.83$ 

Burial Fund >3,016.26$ Government Securities *2,600.00; Total 

$10,060.16.

FORTIETH ABNUA1 COMMUBIOATIOB.

ottumba, iom, July n, 12, i?, it, 1927.

BRO. A. G. ULaM, Grund Master. 
BRO. F. 3. J 0030®, Grmd Secretary.

Ths time on *onday and Tuesday, July 11 and 12, was devoted 
to instruction in the Grand lodge^o^lnstruction and besides the 

ritulistio work instruction was given in the Burial Service and

oth r ^errTJggraal work* The School was in charge of the Great*
Custodian Bro. H« B. Smith.

Complying with the Constitution and act of the last Grand

Lodge, the officers and members of the M. <♦ United Grand Lodge of

Iowa, (Prince Hall Affiliation) assembled in ths hall provided by 

1
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Golden 3tar lodge So. 4, in the city of ttiunwa, Iowa, on *ednea* 

day, July 13, 1927, and at 9:30 A. M. was called to order by 

Grand Master, a. G. Clark.

A roll call of lodges showed 20 of the 24 lodges duly repre* 

seated and the Grnd Master proce* del and opened the Grand lodge 

in Ample Form and ap ointed hie committees. Several resolutions 

wore presented «id referred to proper committees. At the op* 

pointed hour the Grand Master surrendered the gavel to the Deputy 

Grand Master, M. ?« Askew and then read his Annual Address. He 

referred to the fact that Organised Masonry among Megroes had ex* 

isted in Iowa for sixty-one, and that the United Grand lodge had 

now served the Craft with "pleasure and profit" for forty years, 

and then aaidi *1 oking backward over its forty years of frater* 

nalism; one may well be prowd of its founde s, its history, its 

progress and its aohlevements, for Iowa Masonry and the "iowa Idea* 

is being commented upon and commended in all our sister ^urIndia*

He reported the death at his home in Burlington, Iowa, on 

Tuesday, Jan. 25, 1927, of Iowa’s Senior i’aat Gr nd Master, . ♦ 

Brother John 1. Brooks. He attended the funeral but was unable 

to remain after the religious services in the church, ?md depu* 

tised i-’ast Grund Master W. w. Gross to conduct the 'asonic Service 

at the grave. He attended the funeral of ?ast Junior Grand Warden 

Chas. B. code in Des Moines on Jan. 27, 1927, and on April 10, 

1927, conducted the funeral of 2ust Junior Grand harden 2aoharwt- 

A. Taylor, at Ottumwa. Bro. Taylor was a charter member of the 

Grand lodge and had been present at nearly every Annual Communion* 

tion.



He had visited most of the lodges• Was the guest of the 

Grnd Oustodin on Christmas Day. Was the neat of Hiram Lodge 

Wo. 19 on .Sunday, June 19 in the observ.noe of st. John Day. Had 

visited the new Masonic Home at Rook Islnd, end after thorough 

investigation expressed the opinion that "as an eoonomioel pro­

position; a home would be a failure in Iowa.” During the weeh of 

Sept. 6, 1926 had entertained Bro. Thomas lass, of Mexico, Mo., 

Deputy Grwnd Master of the Gr;nd bodge of Missouri.

Recommended that the Belief and Burial Department .-aw be print 

ed in the Proceed in go and that a member who had neither wife or 

minor children be allowed to name his beneficiary. The amendment 

to the Constitution to add the words "Drince Hall Affiliation" to 

the title was ratified. The Trustees were authorized to loan 

M,OCO to the Fraternal Temple Association with proper eeourlty, A 

resolution affecting the tenure of the offtoe of Grand Meater, and 

one to raise the salary of the Grand we?e ruled out of 

order on the ground that all amendments to th© Code must be present 

ed before noon of the first dey. A resolution to ohange the time 

of holding the Grand Lodge from July to September failed of &p» 

proval.

The oommittee on Grund Master's Address offered the followings

"Your Committee believes the history of this Qrnd bodge 

should be compiled, and in view of that fact we reooramend that Bro, 

a. G. Olar* be requested to begin immediately to oonpils suoh a 

history and submit it to this Grand Lodge for Its approval. Res­

pectfully submitted,"

3. Joe Brown (SO)
A. a. Joyce (17)
ft. ft. Gross (1 )
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Gr ad Master Claris uooepted, end said/he would aomplle the 

history of the Xowa Gr nd lodge as beet he aould.

This is the authority under which thio history has been oom* 
piled*

Burlington was selcotcd as the place for holding the next An* 

anal Communication.

Bro. H. B. Villi ma was elected Grand Mast or} the Grand Tre­

asurer , Gr nd 3earetary and Grand Custodian were re-elected.

A committee was appointed to oonfer with the allied Masonic 

Bodies and Siesta Grand Chapter, 0. E. 3. regarding the advise* 

bllity of all holding their annual Sessions the same, within the 

same city.

Membership 100G| General Fund )919.48| Relief Fund $4t£56tB8| 

Burial Fund, 3»,478.76| Charity Fund >227.57| Government Securi­

ties ^2,500.001 Total Ml,m»<4«
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Grand. Master Clark accepted, and said, he would compile the 
history of the Iowa Grand Lodge as best he could.

This is the authority under which this history has been com­

piled.
Burlington was selected as the place for holding the next An­

nual Communication.
Bro. H. E. Willi «ms was elected Grand Master; the Grand Tre­

asurer, Grand Secretary and Grand Custodian were re-elected.
A committee was appointed to confer with the allied Masonic 

Bodies and Electa Grand Chapter, 0. E. 3. regarding the advisa­
bility of all holding their Annual Sessions^the same^within the 
same city.

The Grand Secretary, Bro. F. 3. Johnson made the following 
statement in his report which will be of interest to all members 
of the Masonic Fraternity:

My appeal for the missing numbers of our Minutes to be filed 
in the great Masonic library at Cedar Rapids, I am pleased to re­
port, have all been supplied and sent to Mr. 0. C. Hunt, Grand 
Secretary of Iowa, whose letter of acceptance I am atuaching to 
this report.

I take this opportunity to thank Past Grand Masters S. Joe 
Brown, W. W. Gross and A. G. Clark and Bro. French D. Bland of 
Union Lodge No. 1, for their assistance and contributions.

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, July 6, 1927.

F. S. Johnson, Gr. Sec.,
United Grand Lodge of Iowa,
Keokuk, Iowa.
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Dear Mr. Johnson:
I want to thank you kindly for your letter of July 5, and 

for copies of your Grand Lodge Proceedings which you stated you 
were sending to me and which have come duly to hand. We are in­
deed glad to have these to make our set of your Proceedings com­
plete and now that they are complete we will have than nicely 
bound. This had not been done previous to this time as the years 
were not complete and we disliked to go to the expense of binding 
until we had all of the numbers.

Again thanking you>and with kindest regards, I remain
Very truly yours,

0. 0. HUNT, Grand Secretary.
The Iowa jurisdiction of Prince Hall Masons is the only one 

that has a complete set of its official Proceedings in the Iowa 
Masonic Library.

Membership 1006; General Fund $919.48; Relief Fund $4,255.83 
Burial Fund, $3,478.76; Charity Fund $227.57; Government Securi­
ties $2,500.00; Total $11,381.64.

♦ ' f

FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
BURLINGTON, IOWA, July 9, 10, 11, 12, 1928.
BRO. HENRY E. WILLIAMS, Grand Master. 
BRO. F. S. JOHNSON, Grand Secretary.

The usual Grand Lodge School of Instruction was held on Mon­
day and Tuesday, July 9 and 10, under the management and direc­
tion of the Grand Custodian, Bro. Henry B. Smith. One of the in- 
teresting and instructive features of the school was the lecture 
and demonstration of the Burial Service by P. G. M. •». W. Gross.

Complying with the Constitution and act of the last Grand
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Lodge, the officers and members of the United Grand Lodge of Iowa, 
assembled in the hall provided by Sumner Lodge No. 3, at Burling- 
ton at 9:30 A. M. on Wednesday July 11, 1928 and were called to
order by Grand Master Henry E Williams. The roll call of lodges
showed 23 of the 24 lodges duly represented, 
refine business, Grand Master Williams opened 
Ample Form and appointed his committees. The

Following
the Grand

the usual
Lodge in

Deputy Grand Master,
Bro. R. S. Taylor was called to preside while the Grand Master
read his Annual Address. It is a well prepared document, both for

the careful consideration given to
the

sentiment expressed and the
details of the office. He made no regular official visit but

was able to report the Craft in normal condition. He reported
twenty-three deaths during the year, the largest number during one 
year since the organization. He reported the death of M. W. Bro.
C. C. Johnson, Grand Master of South Carolina, who had served con- 
tinously in that office for twenty-eight years. He made no speci­
al recommendations. His official acts and decisions were approved 
except the one in which he convened a lodge on Sunday for official 
business. He commented the new Grand Charity Fund and expressed 
the belief that the appropriations had been wisely and worthily 
bestowed.

For good and sufficient reasons Cedar Grove Lodge No. 18, at 
Haydock was exempted from payment of the Relief and Burial dues 
for July and October, 1928. A resolution to change time of hold­
ing the Annual Session from July to June failed of endorsement as 
did one to limit the term of Grand Master to two consecutive years

A motion prevailed that P. G. M. A. G. Clark be requested to
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have three type-written copies of the ’’History of Iowa Masonry” 
made and. presented to the Grand Lodge with his report, and that 
he he allowed a contingent fee not to exceed one hundred dollars.

Some interesting facts concerning the early history of Iowa 
Masonry were related in short talks by Past Grand Masters S. Joe 
Brown, John D. Reeler, W. H. Milligan, John L. Thompson and W. W. 
Gross. Bro. Gross in closing made an earnest appeal to the older 
Masons to put in writing incidents that should be preserved and 
see that they were brought to the attention of Bro. Clark. We re­
gret to say that nothing of that character has ever been sent to 
the writer, and since that meeting the voices of Milligan, Thomp­
son and Heeler have been hushed forever in Eternal Sleep.

Waterloo was selected as the place for holding the next An­
nual Communication.

The Grand Master, Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary were 
re-elected. Bro. Wm. Oney was elected Grand Custodian.

Membership 939; General Fund, $1,421.81; Relief Fund $3,959.83; 
Burial Fund $3,057.76; Charity Fund $3?2.05; Government Securities 
$2,500.00; Total $11,311.45.

No satisfactory arrangements had been made for the loan of 
$2,000.00 to the Fraternal Temple Association of Des Moines.

SPECIAL COMMUNICATION--- FUNERAL LODGE.
Cedar Rapids, la., Aug. 5, 1928.

Upon the call of Grand Master H. E. Williams, the M. W. Un­
ited Grand Lodge (Prince Hall Affiliation) for Iowa and Jurisdic­
tion convened upon the above date at 1:30 P. M., for the purpose 
of paying funeral honors to Bro. William Henry Milligan, Past
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Grand Master.
The Grand Lodge was opened in Ample Form by Grand Master H.

E. Williams with the assistance of Brother N. L. Black, (41) as 
Senior Grand Warden; Bro. Geo. Ashby, (17) as Junior Grand Warden;
F. S. Johnson, G. Secy.; J. W. Lacy, (35) as Senior Grand Beacon; 
W. C. Buice, (44) as Junior Grand Beacon; H. L. Powell, (17) as 
Senior Grand Steward; Reuben Ford, (17) Junior Grand Steward; Rev.
A. Ford, (17) as Grand Chaplain; WM. Green, (17) Grand Tyler; J.
B. Nelson, (17) as Grand Marshal.

There were also present many members of the Grand Lodge among 
whom were P. G. M., A. G. Clark, P. G. M., W. W. Gross, P. G. M., 
J. L. Thompson; Senior Grand Warden, H. A. Martin; Past Masters; 
E. L. Bimitry (2), B. N. Hyde (2), Chas. Bavis (4), W. 0. Buice 
(44), Jas. Rhoads (2), J. W. Lacy (35), Wm. Houghton (35), R. G. 
Potter (35); also many members of Mt. Olive Lodge No. 17 and other 
Lodges far and near.

The funeral precession moved from the Hall of Mt. Olive Lodge 
to Bethel A. M. E. Church where the body lay in state. Funeral 
services were conducted by the Rev. S. B. Washington assisted by 
Rev. Hackley, P. E., and other local ministers.

Silver Leaf Chapter 0. E. S., attended in a body as Brother 
Milligan was the organizer and first Grand Patron of the Iowa 
Grand Chapter 0. E. S.

The church was banked with the many beautiful floral tokens 
of respect and sympathy; many friends were unable to get into the 
church, so numerous were Brother Milligan’s neighbors and friends.

Afterwards the body was borne to Oak Hill Cemetery, escorted 
by the Grand Lodge, Mt. Olive Lodge and Masons from many other Lod-
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The Masonic Burial^was conducted in a deeply impressive man­
ner by Past Grand Master, W. W. Gross (1). (This was the request 
of Brother Milligan expressed no later than the Grand Lodge Ses­
sion less than a month age,)

The Grand Lodge returned to the place of assembly, Mt, Olive 
Lodge room, where eulogies were spoken by Past Grand Master, A.
G. Clark, J. L. Thompson, W. W. Gross and P. G. W., N. L. Black.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in Ample Form.
H. E. Y/ILLIAMS, Grand Master.
F. S. JOHNSON, Grand Secretary.

FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
WATERLOO, IOWA, July 8, 9, 10, 11, 1929.
BRO. HENRY E. WILLIAMS, Grand Master. 
BRO. F. S. JOHNSON, Grand Secretary.

The regular two days Grand Lodge School of Instruction was 
conducted by the Grand Custodian, Bro* Wm. Oney and was well at­
tended by the Worshipful Masters of the subordinate lodges as well 
as the officers of the Grand Lodge. Ritulistic work in the three 
degrees was exemplified by degree teams selected by the Grand Cus­
todian. "The Degree Team" was the subject of an interesting lec­
ture by Past Grand Custodian, Bro. Henry B. Smith. The Junior 
Grand 'Warden, Bro. Henry A. Martin gave a lecture on the Princi­
ples of Masonry, and Past Grand Custodian, Wm. Bell exemplified 
in an interesting and able manner the Burial Service.

In accordance with the Constitution and the provisions of the 
last Grand Lodge the officers and members of the M. W. United
Grand Lodge of Iowa assembled in the well appointed K. C. Hall
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which had been provided for their use by St. Johns Lodge No. 36,
' Z'tH'

in the city of Waterloo, Iowa, at 9:30 A. M» on Tuesday, ‘•July 
f

10, 1929, and was called to order by Grand Master Henry E. Williams.
A roll call of lodges showed 18 of the 23 lodges represented 

and the Grand Master proceeded to open the Grand Lodge in Ample 
Form and appointed his committees.

The following Past Grand Masters were presented and welcomed 
by the Craft; J. D. Reeler, I. L. Brown, John L. Thompson, 3. Joe 
Brown, W. W. Gross and A. G. Clark.

Brother W. D. Crawford of Cedar Grove Lodge No. 18, one of 
the few remaining charter members and its third Grand Treasurer, 
was presented and delivered some interesting memories of the 
early days. Bro. Robert Johnson of Maple Grove Lodge No. 16, a 
familiar figure in the Grand Lodge in its earlier days had 
served as Deputy Grand Master, Grand Treasurer and Senior and Jun­
ior Grand Warden was presented and given a hearty welcome.

Grand Master Williams surrendered the gavel to his Deputy 
Bro. H. B. Smith who presided during the reading of his Annual- 
Address. It is an interesting document and discusses many subjects 
of vital interest to the Craft. He gives in detail the record of 
the year’s work and answers a number of cpiestions that should 
never have been asked^as they are fully covered in the Code.

His principal recommendations were for the establishment of 
a Masonic Home, for the organization of a Boys Department and for 
the liberalization of the law governing Limits. This latter be­
came necessary in order to protect the membership rights of mem­
bers of Cedar Grove Lodge No. 18, many of whom were forced to
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leave the jurisdiction in order to obtain employment. On Aug. 
14, 1928, he arrested the warrant of Twin City Lodge No. 32 at 
Council Bluffs for delinquency in payment of Grand Lodge dues. 
The warrant was restored to this lodge on payment of more than 
half of its indebtedness and a promise to pay the balance.

A resolution by Bro. B. N. Hyde to reduce the time of hold­
ing the School of Instruction to one day was rejected.

Bro. A. G. Clark, Historian, outlined the work he had done 
and presented three typewritten copies of the History of Negro 
Masonry in Iowa. It was referred to a committee consisting of 
Past Grand Masters W. W. Gross, 3. Joe Brown and John L. Thompson 
for review. The Committee recommended that the Grand Lodge accept 
the work and acquire all rights in its absolute ownership. A 
rising vote of thanks was given Bro. Clark and a similar honor ex­
tended to Bro. F. P. Bland and P. G. M. John D. Heeler for con­
tributions they had made in the way of valuable records.

The Trustees reported four members were receiving aid from 
the Grand Charity Fund, and that more time be granted the Frater­
nal Temple Association to complete its arrangements for loan, and 
asked permission to invest $2,500.00 more in government securi­
ties.

The Board of Custodians approved the adoption of the Revised 
edition of the Ritual as recommended by the Grand Custodian.

A cablegram was received from Past Senior Grand Warden D. N. 
Crosthwait, 4»d'ate of London, England, July 11, 1929 in which he 
expressed ’’Greetings and Best^ Wishes."

The session as a whole was one of the best. The reports of 
the Grand Officers and the Committees were received and acted upon 



124

without extended, argument and harmony prevailed at all times.
A joint invitation from North Star Lodge No. 2, Doric Lodge 

No. 30 and Cedar Valley Lodge No. 44 to hold the next Annual Com­
munication in Des Moines was accepted without opposition.

The Grand Master, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary and Grand 
Custodian were all re-elected.

Membership 787. The Grand Auditor reported the following 
balances as of July 11, 1929: General Fund $1,243.41; Relief 
Fund, $5,116.33; Burial Fund, $4,214.26; Charity Fund, $329.40; 
Total, $10,903.40.

FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL COMMUNICATION. 
DES MOINES, IOWA, July 7, 8, 9, 10. 
BRO. H. E. WILLIAMS, Grand Master. 
BRO. F. S. JOHNSON, Grand Secretary.

The regular two-day School of Instruction under the direction 
of Wm. Oney, Grand Custodian, was held during Monday and Tuesday, 
July 7 and 8, 1930. The ritulistiojuras ably presented by well 
trained degree teams and the Monitorial work demonstrated by P. G. 
M. S. Joe Brown and Bro. J. W. Rhodes, W. M. of North Star Lodge 
No. 2.

In accordance with the provisions of the Constitution and act 
of the last Grand Lodge, the officers and members of the M. W. 
United Grand Lodge of Iowa assembled in the auditorium of St. Paul 
A. M. E. Church in the city of Des Moines on Wednesday, July 9, 
1930, at 9:30 A. M., the guest of North Star No. 2, Doric No. 30 
and Cedar Valley No. 44 and was called to order by R. W. Deputy 
Grand Master Henry B. Smith. The official roll call showed all
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Grand Officers present except the Grand Treasurer, Bro* John D. 
Reeler, who was criticallyvat his home in Mason City, Bro. Bran­
ham N. Hyde, of North Star Lodge NO. 2, was appointed acting Grand 
Treasurer during the session. Eighteen lodges were represented.

By orders of the Grand Master, the R. W. Deputy Grand Master 
opened the Grand Lodge in Due Form and the committees appointed 
by the Grand Master were announced by the Deputy Grand Secretary.

The unusual procedure in the Grand ^odge was done to avoid 
delay. The Grand Master at that time was in conference with the 
Grand Secretary and acting Grand Treasure^, and did not appear in 
the Grand Lodge until time for reading his Annual Address. The 
address is carefully prepared and discloses an active as well as a 
thoughtful administration of the duties of his office. He was con­
fronted with some unique and with all unpleasant situations, but 
he met them with firmness and the spirit of charity. He arrested 
the jewell of the Worshipful Master of Mt. Olive Lodge No. 17, for 
misappropriating funds of the Relief and Burial Departments which 
came into his hands for distribution. He approved the consolida­
tion of Cedar Grove Lodge ^o. 17, at Haydock, and Albia Star Lodge 
No. 26, at Albia, to be located at Albia under the name of Cedar 
Grove Lodge No. 17. His recommendation to change the method of 
paying Burial Claims was rejected.

The Grand Lodge ordered all claims to benefactories on account 
of embezzlement on the part of the Worshipful Masters of Mt. Olive 
Lodge No. 17, be paid.

All lodges in arrears of dues were allowed ninety days in 
which to pay up.

The Committee to which the manuscript prepared by Bro* A. G.
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Clark had. been referred, for review, reported, that they had. each 
read, the same. They approved, the work, but recommended some

zyM****~
slight change in the numbering and. arranging the chapter. The Com­
mittee also presented estimate on the cost of printing 5oo copies.

I 

As the history was not completed, Bro. Clark was instructed to 
complete the work as he had originally outlined it and turn the 
manuscript over to the Committee 60 days before the meeting of th e 
Grand Lodge.

The Trustees recommended that the Grand Lodge consider the 
purchase of a home, and presented some concrete facts and figures 
relative to the cost and maintainance of such a home.

During the afternoon session on Thursday, Past Grand Master 
John L. Thompson, who had been seriously ill during the past year 
was able to visit the Grand Lodge for a short time. In spite of 
his weakened condition he addressed the Grand Lodge in a cheerful 
manner, and encouraged the Craft to carry on.

By unanimous vote Cedar Rapids was selected as the place for 
holding the next Annual Communication.

The Grand Master, Grand Secretary and Grand Custodian were 
re-elected. Bro. N. L. Black of Rough Ashler Lodge No. 41, was 
elected Grand Treasurer.

Membership, 804. Total cash balance $10,187.78. The Audi­
tor’s report is not itemized as to the several funds o± the Grand 
Lodge.

SPECIAL COMMUNICATION. FUNERAL LODGE
Des Moines, Iowa, July 25, 1930.

Upon call of Grand Master H. E. Williams, the M. W. United 
Grand Lodge (Prince Hall Affiliation) for Iowa and Jurisdiction
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convened, upon the above date at 12 m. for the purpose of paying 
funeral honors to Bro. John L. Thompson, Bast Grand Master.

The Grand Lodge was opened in Ample Form by Grand Master H. 
E. Williams, Senior Grand Warden Horace Spencer, Junior Grand War­
den, W. E. Sample, N. L. Black, Grand Treasurer; F. S. Johnson, 
Grand Secretary. Grand Custodian, Wm. Oney and members of North 
Star, Doric and Cedar Valley Lodges of Des Moines.

There were also present Past Grand Masters S. Joe Brown (30) , 
W. W. Gross (1), A. G. Clark (16), Past Grand Wardens H. A. Mar­
tin (29), A. R. Joyce (17), Mansfield Askew (14), also many members 
of Lodges far and near.

The funeral procession in charge of Grand Marshal J. W. Rhoads 
t

(2), moved at 1 p. m. from North Star Hall to St. Paul A. M. E. 
church where the body lay in state.

SERVICES AT ST. PAUL CHURCH
The service was held at St. Pail A. M. E. church, where Grand 

Master Thompson had made his last public address to the 43rd an­
nual communication of the Grand Lodge just a little more than one 
week before his passing but at which time he was so weak that he 
had to be supported by two brethren during the three minutes that 
he stood on the rostrum.

The vast auditorium was well filled with members of the Grand 
Lodge and of practically every subordinate lodge of the state; a 
large delegation from both the grand and several subordinate 
chapters of the Order of the Eastern Star, of which he was a past 
grand patron, which delegation included both the grand matron, 
Mrs. Maud M. Brewton, of Mason City, and the'grand)^worthy patron, 
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Mr. Thomas Lighons of Albia, also Past Grand Matron Georgia B. 
Cheatham of Waterloo and Past Grand Patron M. F. Askew of Sioux 
City.

FOUR DELIVER EULOGIES
The service contained no sermon, but consisted of four brief 

eulogies upon the four phases of life work in which the deceased 
was most active, viz: "Thompson As a Business and Professional Man," 
by Atty. H. R. Wright, representing the Iowa Negro Bar association, 
of which he was a past president; "Thompson As a Community Worker," 
by Mrs. Lillian Edmunds, executive secretary of the Community Cen­
ter, in which he had conducted for more than ten years the only 
Negro troop of Boy Scouts in the city; "Thompson As a Fraternal Le­
ader," by Past Grand Master A. G. Clark and Past Grand Master S. 
Joe Brown, and "Thompson As a Churchman," by Rev. G. W. Robinson, 
pastor of Corinthian Baptist church of which his only daughter, 
Mrs. Enola Thompson-Clark, is a member.

Musical numbers were rendered by a chorus consisting of the 
combined choirs of St. Paul and Corinthian churches, under tne 
direction of Prof. F. G. Goggins of the Corinthian church, with 
solos contributed by Mr. Sumerville.

The resolutions being too numerous to be read, were only an­
nounced, giving the name of the sender or organization represented 
by it.

BOY SCOUTS IMPRESSIVE
Troop 59 of Boy Scouts, which was organized by Mr. Thompson 

and directed by him either as scoutmaster or a committee chairman 
up to the time of his passing, were present and stood at attention 
while present Scoutmaster S. A. Walker read their resolution; after 
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which Rev. W. E. Guy, who acted as master of ceremonies, turned 
the service over to the United Brothers of Friendship and Sisters 
of the Mysterious Ten, of which deceased was worthy master at 
the time of his passing, and they performed their ritualistic 
burial service; after which the service was turned over to Grand 
Master Williams, who presented Past Grand Master W. W. Gross, who 
in a most impressive manner conducted the ritualistic burial ser­
vice of the Grand lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. Following 
the ceremonies the procession was formed for the sad trip to the 
cemetery, the King Solomon commandery of Knights Templar, No. 2, 
of which deceased was a past commander, acting as active and the 
past grand masters as honorary pall bearers.

BURIED AT WOODLAND
Interment was made in Woodland cemetery alongside his half . 

brother, Past Grand Master J. H. Shepard, and the Grand Lodge re­
turned to the hall, where another symposium of eulogies were in­
dulged in, led by Grand Master Williams and Past Grand Master 
Brown, and participated in by practically every one present, the 
burden of each of which was that Past Grand Master Thompson had 
lived an exemplary Christian and Masonic life and that the desire 
of the speaker was to try to emulate his most worthy example.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.
H. E. WILLIAMS, Grand Master.
F. S. JOHNSON, Grand Secretary.


