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Col. Davis Takes Command of 447th

News Briefs

From Far and Near

FORM NAACP BRANCH
AT PERRY, IA.

Perry, la.—The Perry branch of
the National Association for the Ad
vancement of Colored People, Was
formally organized and officers in-
stalled Saturday night, June 23, at
the Baptist church, with thirty-nine
members.

Mrs. Georgine C. Morris led the
panel on the work of the NAACP,
emphasizing the status of FEPC.
Others on program were W. Law-
repce Oliver, James B. Morris, and
A. P. Trotter, Mrs. Oliver played
“The Negro National Anthem.”

Ofticers are: Mrs. Beatrice Sheeley, |

president; Mrs. Birdie Blanks, first
vice president; Mrs. Ella Moore, sec
cnd vice president; Mrs. F. J. Garri
son, secretary; Mrs. Sidonia Lewis
assistant secretary; Ben Moore, treas-
urer. Executive committee, Yoark
Smith, William Allen, Charles Blanks,
Mrs. Mabel Taylor, Mrs. Gertrude
Oscars, Mrs. Lottie Marks and John
Harrison.

Mrs. Sarah Jett
Heads S_tfte OES

The Grand Electa Chapter of the
Order of Eastern tar for Iowa closed
its 37th Annual Communication at
Cedar Rapids June 20, after electing
officers for the ensuing year.

Grand matron, Mrs. Sarah E. Jett,
Des Moines; grand patron, Rev. 8. J.
Caulder, Cedar Rapids; associate
grand matron, Mrs. Mary Range, F't
Madison; associate grand patron, G.
W. Perkins, Cedar Rapids; grand
conductress, Mrs. Rose Johnson, Ce-
dar Rapids; associate grand conduct
Mrs. Mary Johnson, Mason
City; grand treasurer, Mrs. Odessa
Roberts, Davenport; grand secretary.
Mrs. Orea Buice, Des Moines; grand
chaplain, Mrs. Bessie Woods, Bur
lington; grand lecturer Mrs. Eliza-
beth Atkins, Cedar Rapids; grand
registrar, Mrs. Helen Johnson, Mar-
shalltown; grand marshall, Mrs. Mary
Lackey, Waterloo; grand organist,
Miss Layther ‘Mease, Des Moines;
grand historian Mrs. Cleota Buckner,

ress,

Davenport.
Ada, Mrs. Jessie -Eskridge

Srand Ruth, Mrs. Leota
Martin, Des Moines; Grand Esther;
Mrs. Irma Garwaood, - Mason City;
Grand Martha, Mrs. Evelyn Wilder,
Marshalltown; Grand Electa, Mrs
Sergernia Robinson, Muscatine
Grand Warder, Mrs. Leola Barnett,
Waterloo; Grand Sentinel, Mrs. Fan-
nie Morris, Centerville.

The* newly elected Grand Matron
appointed the following chairmen of
standing committeess foreign corre-
spondence, Mrs. Jessie Newsome, Des
Moines; officers addresses, Miss Jes

Grand
Waterloo;

sie Walker, Marshalltown; jurispru-
dence, Mrs. Elizabeth Jones, Clarin-
da; auditing, Mrs. Maude M. Brew

ton, Mason City; charters and dispen-
sations, Miss Emma Heron, Clinton;
returns, Mrs. Mary Green, Des
Moines and appeals, Rev. Wm. Bell,
Waterloo.

Mrs. Willie Bailey of Des Moines
was appointed finance chairman,

The next Grand sesslon will meet
in Cedar Rapids in June, 1946
CAPTAIN BROOKS,
FLYING INSTRUCTOR,
VISITS FRIENDS HERE

Captain Miltori Brooks, flying in-
structor at Tuskegee Army Air school
spent several days in the city visit
ing friends He is a former flyer
with the 332nd Group in
Italy where he served for 13 months

Captain Brooks, a member of the
same squadron with Des Moines fly
er, Lt. Luther Smith, Jr,
Tuesday in the home of Mr
Lather Smith, Sr., 901 23rd

Fighters'

was guest
and Mrs
street

Captaiy Brooks also visited wth Mr
Oscap~Glass, Jr., one of -his class
matfs at Lincoln University (Pa.)

COLONEL BENJAMIN O. DAVIS ASSUMES COMMAND
Negro Troops to Form 10.4
Percent of ETO Occupation

By ALLAN MORRISON

Stars and Stripes Staff Writer

Washington Negro troops com-
prise 10.4 percent of the U. 8. Army
of Occupation in Germany it was
learned from ETOUSA Headquarters
June 21.

The great majority of these troops
will be members of service units
“performing their primary mission,"
it was revealed, though it has not yet
Eeen determined which Negro units
will remain as occupation forces.

This will be decided when the War
Department instructs this theater of
the types of units it desires to retain
in Europe.

The 10.4 percentage is the standard
one, set by Congress, and used by the
War Department. in computing the
proportions of Negroes ih the U, S:
Army. The propo,!ﬁon is not stand-
ard for all theaters however.

Since the AEF arrived in the ETO
the poportion of Nokrn troops of to-
tal U. 8. forces averaged 8.4 percent
and that percentage has been main-
tained, with small fluctuation, to the
present time.

As of 'May 15, there were in the
ETO 359,173 Negro troops of a grand
total of 3,082,142 U. 8. personnel here
at that time.

This figure was broken down
follows :

as

Field Forces 84 681
USSTAF 11,867
Com Z 155,630
Non-operating 7,095

Non-operating includes patients,
PWs and casuals, while field forces

includes Army Groups, armies ETO
USA and SHAEF Hq. personnel.

Until recently, approximately 25
percent of Com Z troops were Negro,
while field forces were made up of
four percent Negro personnel.

These figures do not include the
Mediterranean Theater where there
was a-higher percentage or
combat troops, including one Infan-
try Division, the 92nd.

Under redeployment plans, the
Army intends that 10.4 percent of all
U.8. personnel returned to the U. 8
for demobilization shall be Negro
troops.

“We are striving to send a Negro
total of 10.4 percent of all troops re-
turned to the States:for eventual dis.
charee,” stated Col. C. W. Powéll,
head of Troop Division, Redeployment
Branch of G8 at ETOUSA. “We will
not necessarily reach this figure, but
we are aiming at it

Negiu

Landed on D-Day
Figures obtained from the AG sec
' tion, ETOUSA ' revealed that the in
| crease of Negro troops in this thea-
ter roughly correspofid- with the in
crease of all U; 8. forces in Europe
Thus, on May 31, 1944, one week
before the invasion of Europe, there

were 126,877 Negro soldiers in the
theater, divided as follows: Field
Forces, 21,156; USSTAF, 10,062;
Com Z, 95,659,

Negro units participated in the

Normandy landings on June 6. These
included the 320th Anti-aircraft Bar-
rage Balloon Bn., 490th Port Bn,
494th Port Bn., 582nd Engineer Duinp
Truck Co., 3683rd QM Truck Co. and
a number of others.

Nineteen other Negro combat unite
saw service in Europe during the
campaign; the 333rd FA Bn. 349th
FA Bn., 350th FA Bn., 351st FA Bn,
777th FA Bn., 686th A Bn., 969th
FA Bn., 999th FA Bn., 452nd AAA
| Bn., T61st Tank Bn., 784th Tank Bn

614th Tank Destroyer Bn. 827th
""Tank Destroyer Bn., 183rd, 184th,
1696th, 1697th, 1698th and 1699th

Engr. Combat Bus.

Two Negro units received Presiden-
tial Unit Citations. The 9698th FA
Bn. was cited for its action in Bas
togne Dec. 18.27th,-when it fired ir
support of the cut-off 101st Airborne
Div. The third platoon of “C" Co
of the 614th Tank Destroyer Bn. re
ceived the citation for ‘‘outstanding
performance of duty in action against
the enemy” at Climbach, France, last
Dec. 14,

WALTER E. ROBINSON
HOME ON 30;DAY LEAVE
Walter Edward Robinson, OC first
class, in the U. 8. Navy spent a short
| visit this week with Atty. S
Joe Brown, his cousin. Mr. Robinson
'hus been in the navy for eight years

here

| during which time he has traveled
| on both-the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans. He is on a leave visiting
hs father, George Robinson, and chi!

dren in Ottumwa, Ia.

YOUTH COUNCIL ENDS
DRIVE WITH 130 ~
MEMBERSHIPS

The Youth Council of the NAACP
ended its membership drive on June

15 with 130 members, an increase
“Qyer last year Including the mem
|- berships which will not expire until
fall, the council has 4 total of 150

Segl:l';ty Parley
Ends Job in Frisco

Francisco, Cal.—President
in addressing the
Security Conference which closed on
Tuesday night, Juné' 26, ' told the
statesmen of the 50 nations gathered
at San Francisco’s war memorial
Opera House, in part:” !

“You assembled in San Fran-
cisco nine weeks ago with the
high hope and confidence of
peace-loving people the . world
over.,

“Their hope for your success
has been fulfilled.

“The charter of the United
Nations which you have just
signed is a solid structure upon
which we can build a better
world. History will honor you
for it. Between the victory in
Europe and the final victory in
Japan, in this most destructive
of all wars, you have won a vic-
tory against war itself.”

The signing of the world charter
began at noon Tuesday. Fifty na
tions signed.

San

Truman, historic

Volunteer Basis

Studied by FEPC

Washington, D. C.—The fight over

continuing the fair employment prac-
tices committee (FEPC) hit new
Monday, with the ~agency's
head saying it may continue operat
ing on a volunteer basis even if con-
gress gives it no‘money.
Malcolm Ross said the
FEPC may go ahead regardless, and
another member, a Negro, reported
plans for a " demonstration “more
drastic than a march on Washing-
ton.”

This member, Milton P. Webster,
nternational president of the A. F.
of L. Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters, told a news
cculdn't disclose the nature
iemonstration now but “we
going to take it lying down.”

He referréd to slow action on leg
islation for a permanent FEPC. The
house appropriations committee Mon-
day approved a $125,000 fund ear-
marked for liquidation of the agency
in the three months after July 1.

497,566 ﬁ;agro
Gl's Alic_)verseas

Washington, D. C.-—Almost half a
million Negro soldiers are
e s‘rm_\' reported Wednesday.

It said that as of Feb. 28, there
were 690,282 Negroes in the army,
with 497,666 overseas. As of March
31, there were 35,760 Negroes in the
navy marine corps and coast guard.

The army and navy, in response to
said they do. not
S-

in
tensity

Chairman

conference he
of the
are not

overseas

several

inquires,
parate records on Negro ¢
ies, commenting *“No distinction
is made in race, color or creed in the
compilation of casualties.”

One of the army's two Negro di
the 92nd with a normal
strength of about 14,500, suffered
3,161 casualties during fighting in
Italy frorh last Sept. 1 to VE-Day.
The total included’ 330 killed, 2,215
wounded and 660 missing,

No casualty
th. army said, on
the 93rd,

southwest Pacific.

visions,

figures are available,
the other Negro
which is the

divison, in

The council offered a prize to the
member bringing in the largest num.
ber, of members, a 4rip to the annual

state conference which convenes on
June 30 and July 1, at Cedar Rapids,
Ia Miss Marietta Tillman who

brought in 31 members will be unable
to attend the meeting. Miss Matti¢
Burke brought in 29 .member
ships will go to the conference

gates to attend the con
ference Miss Sue . Craddock
president; Miss Betty Spry, member-
Harriet Cutley

who

Other de

are

ship chairman; Miss
state offjcer

The council will hold a social meet
ing sponsored by the social commit

| members on its roll

tee which s headed by Miss Burke
A 3

|
|

SGT. JULIEN G. MASON

Somewhere in the Western Pacific
St. Julien G. Mason who' recently
arrived bere from the States, has al-

ready come across some Oriental Jive

to add to his repertoire when he re
turns to his profession as a night
club musician.

He was inducted on the 11th of

February '43 in Camp Dodge, lowa.
He is a - graduate of North high
Des spent two
years at the University of Iowa tak
ing a Pre-Dental Course. He is a
niember of the Alpha Phi Alpha.

He is married to a childhood sweet-
heart, Eujetta, who lives at 921 16th
street, Des Moines, Iowa.

Sgt. Mason, who has been voted
by the members of his Company as
the most congenial NCO, is now su-
the

school, Moines and

pervising maintenance
hicles.

He holds the Good Conduct Medal,
Driver's Award, and Sharpshooters
Medal.

Prior to his leaving for overseas.
his wife visited him the last two
months of his training at Fort Bragg,
N. C.

His pet gripe: “I got to listen to
my platoon sergeant telling me how
and what I should think!"

of ve

DRAKE GRAD

MISS MATTIE BURKE

One of the five Negro students who
awarded degrees in the June
graduation exercises at Drake Uni.
versity is Miss Mattie Burke, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. John Burke
1824 Francis street. She received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology

Miss Burke who was successful in
her efforts to go to school and work
throughout her college career, plans
to enter the field of social work.

A graduate of North High school
here she found employment during
the school terms and vacation periods
in the war indiistries, having worked

were

of

at the Boyt Harness Co., C. A. Erick
son, and two and one-half years at
the ordnance plant at Ankeny, Ia

During the school terms she would
work at night, study her assignments
and then be ready for school that
morning

“It gets hard on the nerves,” Miss
Burke commegnded but added that it

can be done L’f one’s time is arranged
and no loafing done. - My friends
made it easier for me to work and
go to school by thair. constant en
couragement,” she wm,‘d

A ‘member and assistant church
{clerk of the 'Corinthian Baptist
churcHii@ pledge to the Delta Sigma
Theta awu:?\ Miss Burke is active

in the Youth Council of the National

| Davis, Jr., former commanding offi-

0,
‘w vist Group had completed 200..com-
bat missions with the 15th Air Force

and had escort to heavy

Washington—Colonel Benjamin

cer of the 332nd Fighter Group In
Italy, 21 assumed command of
477th Composite Group, formerly the
477th Bombardment .Group (M
dium), at Godman Field, Kentucky,
the War Department announced,

The 32-year-old West Point grad-
uate of 1936 earned his pilot's wings
at the Tuskegee Army Air Field,
Alabama, in 1942, Placed in com-
mand of the 99th Fighter Squadron,
he went pverseas wjth it in April,
1943. The colonel, then a lieutenant
colonel, served as ('ommanvh;\g officer
of the 99th in the North African
Sicilian and Italian campaigns.

On October 5th, 1943, Colonel Da-
vis, a native of Washington, D. C,
returned to the United States and as
sumed command of the 332nd Fight-
er Group, which was activated Octo-
ber 13, 1942. The Group trained un-
der Colonel Davis until January 13,
1944 then went overseas and into ac
tion against the enemy as a part of
the: 12th
Mediterranean Allied Air Forces un-
der Lieutenant General Ira . Eaker.

June

Favorite With Pilots
Flying the sturdy P-40 Warhawk
and P-47 Thunderbolt’with the 12th
Fighter Command, the Group strafed
enemy shipping and did low level
skip-bombing at Cassino, Anzio and
other points in Italy. They were
later assigned to the 15th Air Force,
and equipped with P-51s, The Mus-
tang became a favorite with the pi
lots.

Fighter Command of the

N soum PAh [Formerly Headed 332nd;
! Bombardment Group to Be
Known As Composite Unit

On February 28, 1945, Colonel Da-

served as

bombers without losing a single
bomber to enemy fighters, Up to that
time, members of the 332nd PFighter
Group had been awarded 63 Distin.
gulshed Flying Crosses, and had
completed 8,000 sorties while destroy-
ing more than 200 enemy aircraft in

aerial and ground strafing assaults.

All Types of Missions

Working in close cooperation with
the U. 8. Fifth Army and the Brit-
ish Eighth Army, thé fighter group
performed all types of missions,
| ranging from escorting heavy bomb-
| ers over the Ploesti oil fields to low
strafing raids on . retreating
Germans in Northern Italy, Yugo-
slavia, Austria and finally over Ger-
[ many itself.

j Colonel Davis has been awarded

the Legion of Merit, Silver Star,
Distinguished Flying Cross and the
Air Medal with Four Oak Leaf Clus-
ters.

He recently returned to the United
States to take command of the re-
| constituted 477h Bombardment
! Group, “which will be known as a
‘] Composite Group. Elements of the
| 477th will include two bomber squad.
| rons, and one fighter squadron from
| the 332nd Fighter Group. The re-
!‘ maining elements of the 332nd Fight.

er Group will be held in strategic re-

level

Workers Get
Good Start in
$10,000 Campaign

Monday, June 25, was the kick-off
for $10,000 to be

day of the drive
raised by the Negroes of Des Maines
to supplement the $100,000 gift by
the Cowles Foundation for the build-
ing and equipping of a new Negro
Community Center.

“The drive got off to a very good
start and the public is very generous
with its donations and its willingness
to cooperate in the campaign,” com-
mented W. Lawrence Oliver, chair-
man of the campaign to raise the
$10,000 between now and August 15
vhen the goal is to be reached.

Additional workers who have sign-
ed up since last week to help put over
the are: Mesdames Rose H
Johnson, Sophronia Boyers, Eva
Roper, Messrs, William Bell, Leonard
Madison, Everett Goodwin Work
ers who started out on Monday were

drive

Mesdames Gladys Robinson, Beulah
Bush, Marceline Estes, Catherine
Mease Elmore, Iva Mae Hayes,

Gwendolyn Fowler, Virginia M. Wil
Morris D

liams, Anna M. Brown,

Wilson, Anna Mae Carter, Madora
Jones, Marri B. Johnson, Pauline
Humphrey, Helen White, Bernice

Shepherd, Alice M¢Craney;

Messrs. » Chester Jones, Fred Allen,
J. M. Danfogth, Arthu# P. Trogter, |
Herschel E. Hubbard, Howard Gray
Seymour Gray. £

The campaign committee will hold
ts meeting for initial reports of the
workers on Tuesday evening, July 3
8 p at the Negro Community
Cepnter. + The first publication of the
names of the dono¥s will appear in
the July 5 issue of the Bystander

"While the drive is in session, A. A
Alexander, of the Negro
Community Center board i{s making a
of the country, in-

m.,

chairman

series tours in

| serve.
Alexander was in St. Louis, Mo,
where he visited the new Vashon

Community Center,

WAC Postal Unit

Arrives in France

With U. 8. Forces in Normandy-
The only WAC postal battalion in the
Europedan Theater, the 6888th Central
Fostal Directory has now arrived in
France, where it will redirect and re-
route soldiers’ mail at its headquar-
ters in Rouen

The detachment, with 824 enlisted
women and 31 officers, is the only all-
Negro unit in any branch of the
Army Post Office. In England, where
it was stationed in Birmingham, the
unit set new records in handling the
tremendous daily volume of mail.

The postal battalion is responsible
for re-routing to their proper destina-
tions letters and ' packages  which
not been delivered because of
| troop movements, and the mail of sol-
diers moved without leaving a for-
| warding address.

Commanding officer of the battal-
| on is Major Charity E. Adams, 217
| Locy Street Columbia, North Caro-

lina.

NAACP S;ate
Meeting in Cedar
Reapids %twday

The annual state conferenee of the
g Branches of the National Asso-
iation for the Advancement of Col- =
ored People will convene on Saturday
and Sunday, June 30 and July 1, in
Cedar Rapids, Ia. -at the AME.
hurch the Rev. A. R. Parks
18 pastor.host,

Mrs. Ruby Hurley, national direc-
of Youth Cauncils will be the
principal speaker on Sunday after-
noon Two silver trophies, one an

have

I

with

tor

specting new and recently built com
munity centers. Last week end Mr

Association for'the Advancement of
Colored People :

For the summer she is playground
iirector at Good park.

Tke Smalls cup, will be presented to
{ the senior and junior branchesof the
state for. outstanding work during
! the year.

Atty. M. F. Fields of Waterloo is

the state president. -

4
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