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P R E F A C E.

When a writer comes before the public it is always expected that he 
should give a reason for so doing. In compliance with this general prac­
tice 1 must say that a few weeks ago, I had no intention of entering the 
field of authorship, and especially as a writer on the “Irrepressible Con­
flict a subject on which I have generally been silent in my pulpit labors, 
to which those who have heard me most will bear testimony. On my 
present charge I found quite a pro-slavery element, against which I was 
requested to preach. Having never preached on the subject I was not in 
any hurry, until after my second quarterly meeting, at which time my Pre­
siding Elder made a strong Union prayer, with which there was consid­
erable fault found by persons of certain political complexion. This coming 
to my knowledge I concluded it was about time to speak out boldly on 
this subject, which I did, in my first discourse, preached at the two prom­
inent places on my charge.

From the first place at which it was preached, there came up a pro­
test signed by self-constituted guardians of the pulpit, some of whom 
heard the discourse, and others did not, under the plea that it was politi­
cal preaching, and that they would withdraw their support. This protest 
I would gladly lay before my readers as a moral curiosity could I get pos­
session of it, but as it went back into the hands of those who presented it, 
I cannot get it, and those who have it refuse to give it up. At my other 
preaching place the kind friends good naturedly remained at home while 
I preached my first discourse. In some cases the very dear Sisters have 
been my strongest opposers, one of whom thought her patriotic hens might 
do me some good, which I assurred her would be the case, provided they 
were made into a pot-pie.

When I preached the second discourse at S. B., persons outside of my 
Society made me a present of $18, which I cannot in justice pass without 
mentioning. I would be happy to say that everything in connection with 
these discourses passed off pleasantly, but out of their delivery has arisen 
many things that to me are disagreeable. The report has been circula­
ted that in my first discourse I said that the signers of the Constitution of 
the United States were “thieves and robbers, with Washington at their 
head.'’ Although I never had mentioned slavery in the pulpit since com­
ing to this charge until I announced and preached my first discourse as 
herein contained, and have not since only in announcing and preaching 
my second, yet it has been cast into my face by persons who knew better. 
“That we have an example here in town of a person who preaches the ne­



gro more than he does Jesus Christ.” Such is slavery, North and South • 
low, vulgar, base, domineering. By request of my friends I publish these 
discourses. They were preached from notes, and although it is impossible 
to give the same language in the written, as in the delivered discourses 
yet the points are the same. . Some of the language is much stronger than 
that used in the pulpit, and if any think it too strong, my only apology is 
that this is no time for the hopeyed expression “My dear brother slave­
holder, or for “wish-a-washy” resolutions. Gun powder, fire, thunder, 
and metallic hail, are the last refuge. Could I concentrate all the power 
of invective in one sentence and then as the Irish orator said, “I would 
place one foot upon the ocean and the other upon the georgiumsidus dip 
my tongue in the livid lightning, throw my voice into the bellowing thun­
der,”! would hurl it against slavery until traitors North and South would 
quake like the frail skiff lashed by Atlantic’s billows.

.. ' , . B. F. TAYLOR:
Mote.—1 do not wish the public generally to know where this pro­

slavery element exists, for I think it a disgrace that it should be found in 
the North at the present time; hence I have avoided names of places



First Discourse.

Strange as it may appear, things diametrically opposite in many respects, 
yet coincide in others ; such is the fact in regard to the subject under con­
sideration. There are two classes of persons whose opinions on many sub­
jects are as opposite as the two poles of the magnet, and yet they'both 
agree that the Bible sanctions slavery. 1st. Those of the Dr. Smith type', 
who feign to believe that slavery is not only a harmless thing, but that 
(jod has ordained it as the highest social position the African can occupy, 
and professing firm faith in tho inspiration of the Scriptures they anneal 
to their authority. ' 1

The second class is found among those who at heart are Deistical, and 
yet with the majority of genuine Christians they believe slavery to be mor­
ally and socially opposed to the principles of natural religion ; generally- 
acknowledged to be binding upon every human being, and yet—whether 
they are honest in their convictions or not, I am unable to say—they con 
tend that the Bible upholds the curse of human bondage, and find in that 
a reason for its rejection.

In argument with such they will paint slavery in its blackest character, 
and then tell you that the Book you say came from a God of love and 
mercy, sanctions it ; and if the humble believer in Christ denies the asser­
tion, he is pointed to those learned D D’s, and professors of religion, who 

slavery is a Divine institution, with the taunting remark, 
Those who have studied the Bible, say it does.” Thus the professed 

friends of the Scriptures are arrayed against them, and is it to be wondered 
at that Infidels are successful in undermining the foundations of the faith 
of many.

I ersons who contend that the word of God favors an evil as dire as that 
of American Slavery are furnishing the fuel with which to feed the flames 
of infidelity that will enwrap the souls of many in the habiliments of eternal 
destruction. Pause, my brother, and reflect. Will you turn the fountain 
of life, whose streams are for the healing of the nations, into a feted pool 
of abominations. By your course the Bible suffers more from its professed 
friends than it does from its open enemies.

We will now proceed to an investigation of the subject. And to as­
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certain whether the Bible sanctions Slavery or not, we mast know what 
Slavery is.

But prior to doing this there is one principle we wish to establish ; 
namely, that by the laws of nature all men are entitled to liberty until by 
crime they have forfeited that right. Or in other words that the Divine 
Being never created a slave such by nature.

We all descended from one common parent. “God made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth,”—Acts 17, 26.

• God has frequently declared that He is no respecter of persons. The same 
y principle has been recognized in nearly all human laws. In the first Book

of the Ii^iininu Code, which is part of the Roman law, it is asserted that,
- “By the'law of nature all men ^are free.” Blackstone, the English jurist, 
| in his commentary on law says : “The absolute natural rights of men are 

tj$je_in number, 1. ‘The right of personal security. 2. The right of 
personal liberty. 3. The right of private property.’” Our own great

• * statesman, Thomas Jefferson, whe.1 speaking from the out-gushings of the 
?' human heart, as in the Declaration of Independence, says, “We hold these

truths to be self-evident; that all men are created free and equal ; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights ; that among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” Mark you, these 
truths were self-evident. They needed no proof to establish the fact, that 
all men were created equal, and endowed with certain inalienable rights, 
among these the right of liberty. Now, if as many contend the Constitu­
tion dooms a part of mankind to hopeless bondage, it is in direct violation 
of the Declaration of Independence ; but we leave that to the statesman. 
Our own Book of Discipline asserts the same truth. “We believe that the 
buying, selling, or holding of human beings to be used as chattels, is con­
trary to the laws of God and nature, and inconsistent with the Golden 
Rule.” The man who in the light of such evidence will deny this point 
must be blinded by prejudice, or incapable of comprehending testimony ; 
and in either case is not a subject with w horn to reason. No longer assert 
.that God has doomed any class of hmjjan beings to bondage from their 
birth, or that even before their eyes saw the golden light of heaven, the 
fetters were forged with which to bind them to a life of degradation.

It is evident that any system calculated to deprive men of their natural 
rights, given by the Creator, is intrinsically wrong ■ for these first princi­
ples being not only found in the very constitution of our being, but also 
in the revealed Will of God, are paramount to all others. That Slavery, 
which is the absolute subjection of one person to the will of another, is at 
war with these ptinciples none dare deny. Without any crime upon their 
part, or that of their ancestors, the Africans have been stolen from their 
native .country, and against their will reduced to a state of servitude.— 
From whom did any human being obtain a right to do this? Where in 
His Word has God chartered any man, or any company of men, to com­
mit an act so flagitious ? It is an outrage upon the law” of nature, as well 
as upon every principle of justice, and although it is looked upon by our 
national government as piracy, that has not suppressed the traffic, nor 
made an atonement for the past 2. Slaves in this country are held as 
chattels, personal, bought, sold, mortgaged, taken under execution, and 
without any crime lodged in jail. The master may determine the quality 
and quantity of food the slave shall eat, and the amount of labor per­
formed. 3. They are deprived of all the rights of education ; there are 
no schools for their instruction ; no teachers employed to impart to them 
the rudiments of science ; no ray of light is permitted to dispel the mortal

"ft ■ ;
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darkness that surrounds them. But on the contrary severe penalties are 
inflicted on any person who should attempt to instruct them. 4th. They 
must bear the grossest insults and the severest punishment, without the 
possibility of redress Parents must quietly submit to see their children 
abused by the fiendish task-master. Manhood m'u'st stand and behold the 
blood trinkle down the lacerated back of that mother Who bore him ; as 
stroke after stroke in quick succession, the sound of the thong falls upon 
his ear; he must hear her groans,,jjnd cries for mercy, but has no power 
to'telieve her distress. To resist by physical force would bo death. • Le­
gal redress is beyond his power ; for the law is such that no' Slave can 
bring a suit against a white man, or be a witness in a case where one is a 
party. 5th. The Slave has no right which the white man is bound to re­
spect. He is not secure in his person—property He can have none. The 
marriage relation is hardly a name. Its sanctity may be violated by any 
one. The ten'derest ties may be sundered by the will of the master. Look 
at it a moment; does not the heart sicken. Nearly four millions Of hu« 
man beings doomed to the most abject bondage ; robbed of manhood,— 
chattelized, degraded. No legal redress—no right of petition ; from among 
them no orator can arise to' plead their cause. No tribunal but that of 
heaven accessible. Is it any wonder that God should arise and with one 
tremendous galvanic shock, shake this nation to its foundation. Such is 
only a part of Slavery. Glorious institution, indeed! Well worthy of 
those who plead fsr it. Every principle of the system is opposed to nat­
ural right, and God cannot establish one law in nature, and give us an­
other in Revelation directly the opposite.

2. We will examine some of those Passages of Scripture adduced ' 
TN FAVOR OF THE SYSTEM.

1. Can one man have property in another ? We deny the right, but let 
us hear the affirmative. The following is adduced as proof : “And if a 
man smite his servant, or his maid, with a rod, and fie die under his hand, 
he shall Surely be punished. Notwithstanding, if he continue a day or 
two, he shall not be punished : for he is his money.” When we take into 
consideration the simplicity of the ancient forms of government, the ab­
sence of strictly legislative enactments against minor delinquencies ; and 
that every house-holder was in some respects a chief, and a Judge in such 
matters, we might grant the right of punishment. But that this passage 
grants any such right we deny. A similar expression occurs in 1st John, 
2, 1. “If any man sin we have an advocate with the Father.” None 
dare say that this is a permission to sin. And yet the expressions are 
tantamount, and if the one doesnot prove the right neither does the other. 
It is a regulation made in anticipation Of such an event. If the servant 
died at the time the punishment was inflicted it was presumptive evidence 
at least, if not positive, that the master intended murder ; in which case the 
punishment was death. Gen. 9, 5, 6. If the servant continued a day or 
two before death occurred, it was Considered sufficient evidence that it was 
not the master’s intention to kill him ; he had not premeditated murder in 
his heart. The servant may have been guilty of crime, and worthy of 
punishment, but he has exceeded the bounds of propriety, as well as of his 
own design; and as all law in meting out punishment does, or should look 
at the design the criminal had in view, he having no intention of commit­
ting a great criminal offence, death was considered too severe a punish­
ment. The servant continuing a few days, death might have occurred 
from some other cause. At the present age a competent jury under such 
cifcumstaBces- would be unwilling to sentence' a man to death without 



8 THE BIBLE

medical testimony, given by those who had made a carefnl post-riiortem 
examination, which would have been difficult to obtain at that age of the 
world.

But it is said, “He is his money.” This is the main point under con­
sideration, and doubtless the language is figurative. I know it is easy for 
a person when he finds a Scriptural text that will not bend to his theory 
to say, “it is figurative,” arid so let it pass. But this expression is so 
purely such, that no sane person will tfflderstand it otherwise. Flesh and 
blood are not money, as' all must admit. The master had a claim on his 
servant for a certain period of time, and the amount of labor that servant 
could perform in that time was as good to him as so much money ; conse­
quently it is the labor that is. the money, or the representative of the 
money, and not the person. Such expressions by a figure of rhetoric are 
of frequent occurrence, If the servant were a Hebrew, he might be in­
debted to his master to the amount of six years’ labor, but no longer with­
out a new contract. If a stranger, forty-nine years ,• but no more, as we 
will hereafter prove. The master by his rashness looses this labor, which 
amounts to a fine. Although at the present age of the world imprisonment 
would be added.

2. It is contended that because servants are enumerated with property 
they are such. Gen. 12, 16. We reply that because men and women 
are classified, or more properly mentioned in connection with property, for 
it is not a classification ; it does not prove similarity any more than it 
proves them to be sheep and oxen, or seme other four-footed beast, because 
they are mentioned in the same chapter or verse with such. If it proves 
that servants were property, it also proves that men’s wifes tVere the same, 
for they are similarly classified. Ex. 20, 17. Illustrate this point. Sup­
pose that I in writing to a friend back East should inform him that I met 
Mr. Jones on his way to Nebraska, and he had his mules, cows, sheep, 
swine, wife and children, along with him, would you not think that friend 
of mine addled, if he should afterwards write a book, and endeavor to 
prove that out West women and children were some kind of four-footed 
beasts, held as property, and refer to my letter as proof. The argument 
is as good in the one case as in the other.

3. Servants were anciently bought and sold, hence it is concluded that 
they were held as property. The Hebrews bought servants, but you look 
in vain for any example of their selling any under the sanctions of the law, 
except in criminal cases. The idea has generally prevailed that whatever 
is bought is property, and in the main it is correct, yet it will not always 
hold good God is represented as having purchased his people. Ex. 15, 
16, and Deut. 32, 6. “Is not he thy Father that has bought thee ?”— 
These people were not property; the Divine Being was not a slave-holder.

Anciently men frequently bought their wives, paying their father a dowry 
—that is now reversed, and the father pays the dowry. Jacob gave sev­
en years’ labor for Rachel, and then got cheated, and was obliged to give 
seven more, which must have been an enormous nrice, or she must have 
been a superior woman. But men did not hold their wives as property.— 
We never hear of men selling them to get their money back. Even white 
men have frequently been placed in circumstances where they were ob­
liged to buy their liberty, but that did not make them a mere article of 
merchandize. The term bought does not determine the condition, with­
out a previous knowledge of the thing bought, and as men are not recog­
nized as property without a special law to that effect ; and the Jews had 
no such law, consequently they did not hold human beings as chattels; Tr‘ 
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the case of servants it wasTabor that was purchased, and they were held 
until that labor was performed, when they, and their children, were set 
at liberty.

The Jewish law was founded on the principles of justice ; they were re­
quired to be honest in all their dealings, assisting each other whenever it 
was in their power. If any one found any lost property, or saw anything 
going astray, he was required'tcfrWffn it. Dent. 22, 1. In Ex. he was 
required to do the same thing for his enemy. Persons held in bondage 
are more liable to go astray or run away, than anything else, and yet they 
are not mentioned in this enumeration, but the law in regard to them is 
directly the opposite. “Thou shall not deliver unto his master the servant 
whi ch is escaped from his master unto thee.” Deut. 23,15. If the Bible 
recognizes the right of property in servants this text is contrary to every 
principle, of justice, and is not only a license to commit fraud, but a posi­
tive command to do so, which never could come from the God of Revela­
tion. From this it is evident that men were not held as property.

God having created of one blood all nations ; he being no respecter of 
persons ; all men being equal, and liberty an inalienable right, upon what 
principle can one portion of the human family chattelize the other ? In 
this act there is a distinction as great as there is between man and the 
brute creation. Will you say upon mere physical force, embracing the 
atheistical theory “that mite constitutes right.” Then probably the Afri­
can would have the right to enslave the Anglo-Saxon, for physically he is 
his equal, if not his superior. Will you say superiority of intellect consti­
tutes a right ? We reply that similar advantages possessed by us, it re­
mains to be proven that the African would not equal us in intellect, al­
though it might require centuries. Dr. Livingstone, than whom few are 
better prepared to judge, he having spent seventeen years on that Conti­
nent, asserts that,many of the Natives evidence more natural shrewdness 
than the uneducated men of England. In this country where the oppor­
tunity has been presented they have generally been eagJMo acquire knowl­
edge. Few white men who have lived to the age of thirty or forty years' 
in ignorance, ever think of acquiring an education, and yet slaves at that; 
ago who have escaped from bondage set about it immediately. There ap­
pears to be some.latent native intellectual energy about the African that 
causes him to rise; notwithstanding his condition, for while those in this 
country are approaching civilization, the white population of the Slave 
States are sinking to barbarism. But granting that intellectually we are 
vastly their superiors, it gives us no right of property in them. In this 
respect we may find many who are our superiors, but we would be unwill­
ing they should make merchandize of us. ♦

If you say the difference in color gives % right you make an assertion 
without the least shadow of proof, for neither God’s Word, or the laws of 
nature make any such distinction. Suppose that God should raise up a 
nation of Albinoes as much whiter than we are as we are whiter than the 
mulattoes, would that give them the right of property in us ? Few would be 
willing to make such an admission.

Others contend that the Africans are the descendants of Canaan, the 
grand son of Noah, and that they are doomed to Slavery on account of the 
sin of their father. This is a point that never has been proven, for it is 
not historically true that Canaan settled in Africa, but that he settled in 
the land of Canaan, and from him it received its name. The Canaanites 
have been tributary to other nations in a manner which fulfills the proph­
ecy much better than it cau be done by applying it to the Africans.
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Having shown that there'is no argument cither from Scripture or rea­
son for reducing any portion of the human family to the condition of mere 
things as chattels ; the only principle upon which this can be done is by 
brute force, an arbitrary enactment. 1 do not say law as that is founded 
upon justice ; this is an outrage upon human rights, upon justice, and upon 
every other Divine principle. It is depriving men of their dear­
est rights, and upon the same principl^vemight be reduced to the most 
abject bondage by a nation superior to us.

We will now consider Patriarchal Servitude, as set forth in the 
HlSTORY OF THE THREE MOST PROMINENT PATRIARCHS.

Let it be remembered that each of these under the direction of the Di­
vine Being was a kind of absolute monarch, and those forming his house­
hold were properly his subjects, for whem he made laws and regulations. 
There is no word in the Hebrew language that necessarily means a Slave. 
“Abed” denotes any kind of a servant. This is not the case in those coun­
tries where Slavery existed. The Greeks have two words, “dov.los” a 
servant, which may also’denote a slave ; and “andropodon,” a down-trod­
den man, a slave. So with the Latins, “sertwi,” a servant, “mavApium” 
a slave; (Elliott.) In the English language we find the word servant, 
slave, &c.

ABRAHAM.
The first intimation we have of this Patriarch having anything like ser­

vants, is when he was summoned by the Divine Being to leave Ur, a city 
of Chaldea, his native land, and go to the land of Canaan. Gen. 12, 1. 
In the 5th verse of this chapter the historian informs us that Abraham 
took “Sarah, his wife, and Lot, his brother’s son, and the souls they had 
gotten in Haram.” Now, it is contended that these souls were slaves ; 
but where is the evidence ? Certainly not in the text, for that says noth­
ing about slaves. Abraham was a worshiper of the true _Gpd. He left 
his country on accent of the idolatry which prevailed, and is it not equally 
probable that fhereSvere persons who left for the same cause The Chal­
dea Paraphrasis understood it in this sense, hence it reads, “The souls of 
those whom they proselyted in Haram.” This leaves no room for Slavery, 
but in the imagination of those who would steal the livery of heaven with 
which to serve Satan. This Patriarch was chosen of God to occupy a 
prominent place in the world’s history; he had piety, wealth, and influ­
ence ; and it is probable that those who accompanied him in his perigrina- 
tions ultimately became his subjects or servants. After dwelling in the 
land of Canaan for some time, Chedorlaomer and his confederates, made 
War with the Sodomites, and carried off Lot and his Goods; Abraham 
having heard of this armed efththundred and eighteen of his trained ser- 
VantS/born in his own house, and went in pursuit of the enemy, and res­
cued Eot. Gen. 14, 14. It is contended that these eight hundred and 
eighteen were slaves. We deny it, and demand the proof. In due time 
we will show the difference between a slave and a servant; they may have 
been the' litter, but the text does not prove it. The word servant is sup­
plied by our translators, and might with equal propriety have been ren­
dered, “trairfed warriors,” bora under his Patriarchal government, as the 
text must be understood, for Abraham never dwelt in a house, but in tents, 
and we are not to presume that they all lived in one department. That 
this Patriarch had servants none will deny, but let us inquire into the man­
ner by which he procured them. 1st. It has been intimated that those 
who came with him from Chaldea became his servants, or more properly 
his subjects.- 2nd.- Although he is not' commanded to buy servants, yet



AND SLAVERY. n 

in Gen. 17, 13, there appears to be a tacit admission that he might do so, 
and as all those who were bought were proselytes to his religion, and as 
that covenant relation w^s a voluntary act, he must have bought them 
with their own consent, and that probably from themselves, and for limited 
time. 3d. Abimilech, King of Gerar, a .city of Arabia, made presents to 
Abraham, of sheep, and oxen, and men servants, and women servants.— 
Gen. 20, 14. They may have been slaves while in the possession of Abim- 
ilecb, but it does not follow that they remained such after coming into the 
hands of the Patriarch. Abraham was not the man to traffic in human 
flesh and blood. In return for Abimilech’s kindness he presented him 
sheep and oxen, (Gen. 21, 17,) but no servants._ These were now a sa­
cred trust committed to his carp ; he is their Priest and Ipng ; they are 
part of his family, participants in the same heavenly grace which he enjoys; 
he cannot dispose of them. No scenes like those which occur in.the South­
ern States disgraced the Patriarchal circle.

ISAAC.
A few remarks in regard to the long anticipated heir must suffice. He 

inherited the possessions of his father, and as head of the government, 
those under the former became subject to him. He was wealthy, and had 
possession of flocks and herds, and great store of servants ; or as the mar­
gin reads, husbandry. Gen. 26, 14. These servants were employed, as 
herdsmen. Now this is just what we would expect. A person having 
flocks and herds would have men to attend them. But it is evident that 
they were not slaves for this is the last we hear of them.

JACOB.
The successor of Isaac in the Patriarchal, line, left Canaan apd went.to 

Padan Aram He took no servants with him, but for fourteen years he 
labored as one himself, (Gen. 29, 27,) to pay for his wives. This would 
be a strange freak for the hereditary possessor of a number of slaves. Such 
a person would have sent one of his qhattels, or if his passion for his lady 
love had been very strong, and he could not get her until she was paid for, 
he would have sent a score or more to do the work while he acted the 
beau in whispering soft things into her ear.

One year after the expiration of the time for which he contracted to 
labor for his wives, and he began to have flocks and herds of his own we 
find he had servants. Gen. 30, 40. From whom or how he procured 
these we are not informed. Six years after this he returned to his native 
land, and his servants accompanied him as herdsmen. Gen. 32, 16, But 
there is strong presumption that all the servants Jacob ever had were only 
hired men, and that after he arrived at Canaan they either returned home 
again, or settled in the land of Canaan, for in a short time we are informed 
that Jacob’s sons are feeding their flocks in Sheehem. Gen. 37, 11. The 
father wishing to ascertain their conditiop had no servant to send, but 
was obliged to send Joseph his beloved son Upon Joseph’s arrival at 
Dothan, the place to which his brethren had removed, the same diabolical 
spirit entered into them which influences tjae lords of the lash in the South, 
and they sold him into bondage, and then concocted an infamous lie with 
which to deceive their father. Here is Bible Slavery, and pro-slaveryites 
are welcome to all the advantages they can derive from it. That Jacob’s 
sons were alone on this occasion is quite evident as there is no threats, 
.bribes, or charges given to servants to keep the secret.

During the famine which prevailed in Canaan Jacob was obliged to
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send to Egypt to purchase food for his family; he did not send servants, 
biit his own Sons, which would hardly have been the case had he possessed 
any. Slave-holders are not likely to go on such an expedition as that was 
while their slaves remain at home in idleness. Upon their second trip tQ 
Egypt they found that he who had acted so strangely towards them on 
the former occasion was their brother whom they sold to the Ishmaelites, 
and who was now under Pharaoh, ruler of the entire kingdom. Wheii 
Jacob received this welcome news, he and his entire family departed from 
Canaan and went to Egypt. Gen. 46, 6. The whole number of persons 
comprising the family of Jacob were sjxty-six. Joseph and his family' 
were already in Egypt. Here we find neither slave or servant It is true 
that two of Jacob’s wives had been given to him as handmaids, but now 
they are joined in wedlock, the children are legitimate and share equally 
with those of Rachel and Leah. This is over two hundred years since 
Abraham left Ur, and upon the supposition that he held slaves, and that 
they were inherited as they are in this country', and that they increased 
in the same ratio as the balance of the population, they would have amounted 
to mahy thousands. To say that the Patriarchs sold any is an infamous 
assumption with which to fasten crime upon those men of God, and the 
than who'does it should be looked upon as an enemy of tile truth There 
is nothing in’ the history of these men to favor in the remotest degree the 
vile system of bondage found in this country.

Having done with Patriarchal servitude as far as our time will permit, 
we will now examine the Mosaic Code on tbis subject, and as pro-slave­
ry men generally appeal to this in support of their system we will be a 
little more explicit. If the law condemns Slavery eves could it be proven 
that the Israelites held men in bondage that would be nothing in its favor, 
for they as well as other nations, frequently engaged in things contrary 
io law. But suppose upon the other hand God gave them the privilege 
to hold those in bondage whose clip of iniquity was full, and whom he had 
.doomed to destruction, but afterwards mitigated their punishment to a 
state of servitude, it proves nothing in favor of Slavery in the United 
States, or in any other country.

That the Hebrews had servants none will deny ; but there is quite a 
difference between a servant and a slave. The latter is held in perpetual 
bondage—the former looks forward to a period when he shall enjoy his 
freedom. Slaves have no choice of masters—servants generally have.— 
glaves are liable any moment to be sold, and the strongest ties sundered 
by the will of their masters—servants are not. Slavery abrogates the 
duties of parents, and children, husbands and wives ; although servitude 
pray render their duties inconvenient, yet it respects them. In a word 
Slavery robs a person of all rights, and subjects him to the will of the 
piaster, and in a measure to that of every white man. We defy any per­
son to prove that such a system is sanctioned by the Sacred Writings.— 
Your attention is invited to the several different classes of servants.

1. From J)eut. 15, 18, we infer that there were hired servants who 
were employed three years. In speaking of those who served six years it 
is said, “for h.e hath been worth a double hired servant unto thee, in serv­
ing thee six years.” 2. The Hebrew who was held to service for six 
years, Ex. 21, 2, 3, Dieut. 15, 12. 3. The Hebrew who upon the expira­
tion of the six years made a new contract by which he served his master 
forever, Dieut. 15, 17. By forever we understand until the year of Jubi 
lee, as we shall see hereafter. The 4th and last class to be noticed is the 
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stranger or heathen, and if Slavery existed any place in the Jewish economy 
we will find it in Lev. 25, 44, 46.

We will now inquire into the manner by which these persons became 
servants, and in doing so we will find nothing analagous to our vile sys­
tem of kidnapping, but on the contrary in almost every case we will dis­
cover the principles-of mercy and justice,

1. Persons who committed theft and had nothing with which to make 
restitution were sold for their crimes. Ex. 22, 3. There was nothing wrong­
in this case for the criminal could only be held in bondage for six years. 
Our laws are more severe as they in most cases make no provision lor res­
titution, by which the transgressor can escape the State’s prison.

2. Persons who had become extremely poor and unable to support them­
selves might be sold. Lev. 25, 39. The question arises were they sold by 
their creditors against their wills, or did-they sell themselves. This is 
not easily determined. In verse 47, we find that a Hebrew might sell 
himself to a stranger, while in 2nd Kgs., 4, 1, we have an example of a 
creditor coming to take away the sons of a certain poor widow, and when 
she cried nnto Elisha, the prophet, he performed a miracle by which the 
debt was paid, and her children saved from going into bondage. Creditors 
may have usurped such authority, but I see nothing in the law of God to 
warrant it.

But if such a privilege was granted it would teach men not to contract 
debts which they were unable to pay, and yet it would not sanction Slavery 
for they could not be held to service longer than six years, and when they 
were granted their freedom their masters were obliged to supply them lib­
erally out of such things as he possessed. Deut. 15, 14.

3. Under certain circumstances, parents during the minority of their 
daughters, might sell them with the understanding that when they arrived 
at the proper age they were to become the wives of those who purchased 
them. Ex. 21, 7, 11. This as the Jews say, was only admissible when 
the parents had come to a state of the most abject poverty, utterly unable 
to support their families. This amounted to nothing more than a system 
of apprenticeship, during which time the parent received the wages of the 
child, or had received them at the commencement of the term. If at the 
expiration of the term the man did not see fit to marry her, he was obliged 
to let her return home. This is the only way by which the Hebrews be­
came servants to each other. They had no power to sell one of their coun­
trymen to a foreigner, and except for the violation of some law, or in the 
case of the parent and his daughter, they had no right to sell one at all.— 
Every Hebrew stood on an equality with his fellow Hebrew. One could 
not make a thing of merchandize of his brother. It was death to steal a 
man and sell him, or to have such stolen man in one’s possession. In all 
those instances it was more properly the sale of services to be rendered 
by the person than the sale of the person himself, and amounted to little 
more than hireing or binding out for a number of vears.

There was no equivocation upon the length of time; the law was em­
phatic. “Then in the seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee.” 
JJieut. 15, 12. See also, Ex. 21, 2. Here was liberty for every Hebrew 
who desired it; beyond this no one belonging t® the Jewish nation could 
be held as a servant without his own consent, and that upon the merits of 
a new contract.

This brings us to the case of the TJar bored servant. This was a He­
brew, who while in his master’s employ, married a heathen woman, an act 
contrary to law, and the children of such were counted heathen or strangers, 
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and were not entitled to their freedom at the end of six years. The law 
is found in Ex 21, 5, 6.. “And if the servant shall plainly say, I love 
my master, my wife and my children ; I will not go out free. Then his 
master shall bring him unto the Judges, &c., and he shall serve him for­
ever.” In this case the master has given him one of his servants for a 
wife. She must have been a heathen woman or she would have been free 
at the same time her husband was, i. e., at the end of the sixth year, 'as 
that set all Hebrews free. Although this marriage was contrary to law, 
and consequently void, yet the servant leaving his master does not neces­
sarily imply a separation of his connubial bonds, as he could settle down 
and find employment contiguous to his former master, and still enjoy the 
company of his wife and children. But he says, “I love my master,” &c. ; 
he does not say, I love spy wife and childyen, and will submit to a cruel 
bondage on their account, but that “I love my master.” How different 
this system from that in this country which drives men to forsake their 
nearest friends to escape the brutal tyranny of their masters. The servant 
now by a new contract which the master was bound to make binds him­
self “forever,” or until the year of Jubilee, when all were set at liberty.— 
It is unnecessary to pursue this part of the subject farther, as there is noth­
ing in it to favor perpetual involuntary servitude ; but we will invite your 
attention to another class of persons who were held as bondmen. Namely, 
The Heathen. “Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids which thou shalt 
have, shall be of the heathen that are around about you ; of them shall ye 
buy bondmen and bondmaids. And ye shall take them as an inheritance 
for your children after you, to inherit them for a possession ; they shall be 
your bondmen forever, &c ” Lev. 25, 44 aa(l 46 verses. Verse 45 not 
quoted.

These were heathen whose cup of iniquity was full, and God had com­
manded their utter extermination. Dev?. 7, 2. This commandment the 
Israelites failed to carry out, and God foreseeing that this would be the 
case granted them the privilege of making bondmen of them. Although 
this course was detrimental to the spiritual interest of the Jewish nation 
as they had been warned by the Divine Being, yet it was not so severe 
upon the heathen as the original commandment. It was a change from 
capital punishment to a state of bondage, and as such was an act of mer­
cy. This is no proof in favor of African Slavery, for God has never com, 
manded their extermination. Having ascertained the condition of the 
persons mentioned, we wish briefly to analyze the passage quoted above. 
“Of them,” i. e. “of the heathen shall ye buy,” &c. Now, there is a shade 
of difference between “of” and “from to buy of a thing frequently means 
Jo buy that thing, so to buy of the heathen simply means to buy the heath­
en without denoting a third party, but to buy from, denotes a third party, 
or one who had power to sell We have seen from Lev. 25, 47, that a 
person might sell himself, but where has God granted another the right 
to sell his fellow being unto bondage except for some crime. Granting 
that the heathen were guilty yet they were all equally so, and one had no 
right to enrich himself by selling his fellow criminal, which must have 
been the case had the Jews bought their servants from the heathen.— 
Where would have been the justice in making slaves of some, while that 
act was enriching and encouraging others, probably the most guilty. The 
heathen could not get possession of each other but by the more powerful 
oppressing the weak, or by kidnapping as we have done. Now, it was 
impossible for God to encourage that among other nations which he had 
made a capital offence among his own people. Ex. 21,16. To receive 
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stolen property, or to hold a man in bondage who has been stolen is as 
bad as the original crime. We lay down this proposition and challenge 
any one to disprove it. These persons were, bought from themselves ; they sold 
their services, or if it suits the. fastidious ear of our pro-slavery friends any 
better, we will say they sold themselves, paid a tribute of service to (hhir con­
querors for sparing their lives and permitting them to remain in theit native 
land. Thus whole tribes became tributary, while as individuals they were, 
employed to perform the more rigorous labor. Wo have an example of 
this in the case of the Gibeonites who by craft imposed upon Joshua.— 
In Jos. 9, 8, they offer to become servants, and in consequence of their 
deception they were made hewers of Wood, and drawers of water. This 
service was not bought with money but with something much more price­
less,—..their lives. The same may have been the case with other nations. 
We want it distinctly understood that these nations remained tributary to 
the Israelites, and that they obtained their servants among them, yet un­
der such regulations as precluded the possibility of any regular system of 
slavery, as wo will show hereafter.

Those nations remaining in the land of Canaan became not only trib­
utary to the Israelites who first entered the land under Joshua, but also to 
succeeding generations, and the term of service of those actually em­
ployed being longer than that of the Hebrew servants, descended by' in­
heritance as a possession to the children of those who first bought them.

There is great stress laid upon the term '“forever,” in the text, and yet 
those who. so frequently use it with so much gusto do not appear to have 
any definite idea of its meaning. To hear them talk one would suppose 
that in the eternal world poor souls would toil on in a state of bondage.— 
I fear this will be the case, but the scale will be turned. Those who are 
now the masters and those who plead for the perpetuation of this system 
which is the quintessence of the scum of hell, will be the slaves, and the 
great aroh traitor who rebelled in heaven will be their master, and with his 
trident he will urge them to gather the apples of Sodom in the sulphurous 
fields of damnation. That the term “forever” generally has an unlimited 
meaning is admitted, but when it is applied to things that have already 
ended it must be limited. For the last thousand years the Jews have not 
held the Canaanites in bondage. To say that in the text it means a life 
time is to assume the point without proof.

The Scripture limits its meaning when applied to servants, and yet pro­
slavery men are so blinded by prejudice that they cannot see it. It in 
the passage under consideration it is used to denote the length of time 
these persons were to serve it cannot exceed forty-nine years, for at that 
period all were set at liberty. »

“Forever” frequently has the sense of always ; the text then might read 
the heathen shall always be your bondmen, i. e., servants, but over your 
brethren, &c., ye shall not rule with rigor. Understood in this sense it 
points out the class of persons who were to bo their servants, and not the- 
length of time they were, to serve.

THE JUBILEE.
This was one of the most singular, and in some respects one of the most 

beneficial regulations in the whole Jewish economy, and must have been’ 
Suggested by the Divine Mind, for while it was a perpetual evidence of 
an overruling Providence, it preserved an equality of property, and pre­
vented the possibility of perpetual involuntary servitude being introduced’ 
ifito the land. We find the law on this subject in the 25th chapter of Lev.* 
Every seventh year was a Sabbatical year, at which time all Hebrew ser- 
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yants who desired it were liberated. The Jews were to number seven of 
these Sabbatical years, making forty-nine years, and then on the tenth 
day of the seventh month, which answers to our September, and which was 
the first mouth of the Je wish civil year, the trumpet was to sound through­
out all the land, (verse . 10,) “anil ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and 
shall proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants 
thereof.” This proclamation is as comprehensive as. language can make it. 
Mark you, throughout all the. land unto all the inhabitants thereof. The ser­
vant is to demand freedom ; the master is to grant it. Will some of our 
pro-slavery friends who are good at splitting hairs please give ns an arith­
metical calculation of the number held in bondage after all were set at 
liberty. This to my mind looks very much like abolitionism, and I pre­
sume if such a proclamation was made in the Slave-holding States jtwould 
be treated as such, and not even a Divine commission would exempt the 
one who made it from insult and death.

But as this text is an eternal veto upon the slave system it is to be ex­
pected that the whole pro-slavery fraternity, North and South, will come 
down upon it in a perfect avalanche of hail, snow, thunder, mud and dirt; 
hence we find them applying some of the workings of their own beautiful 
system, and contending that because the permission to buy servants is giv­
en after the Jubilee is mentioned, that those heathen servants are not 
comprehended among those who were to be liberated. Dr. Eliiott in 
speaking on this point, says : “As well might we contend that the Baby­
lonish captivity took place after the latter day glory, for in the Book of 
Micha it is mentioned subsequent to that event.” That the Jubilee was 
instituted for the benefit ot the heathen stranger is evident from the fact 
that the year immediately preceeding it was a Sabbatical year, at which 
time all Hebrew servants who desired it, obtained liberty. We cannot 
suppose that such a grand proclamation would be made for the benefit of 
those who voluntarily remained in bondage at the end of the seventh, cr 
previous year. Instead of this being joyful news to them it would have 
caused sorrow, because now they must go out from that master whom they 
love, and leave their wives and children. The language is.too compre­
hensive to be thus limited ; all are included ; those who had married heath­
en women held to service now are permitted to leave their masters, and 
take their families along with them. Every heathen who had sold him­
self as a servant, or been sold as such, if any such cases occurred, now re­
gains his freedom as an individual, while as tribes they still remained trib 
utary to the Jews. Under this regulation it was impossible for any one to 
be held in bondage mbre than forty-nine years, and as during almost every 
year between the Jubilees so many have became servants, many would be. 
free in a few years. Such a system prevented parents from dooming their 
children to perpetual bondage, even were they disposed to such an unnat­
ural act.

If these regulations had been strictly observed it would have beem im. 
possible for any regular system of hereditary involuntary servitude to be­
come engrafted upon the Jewish economy. As the gray light of morn 
streaked the east on the day of atonement, the trumpet sounded through­
out all the land, and every man was free. Had the fourth of July, 1776, 
been a grand Jubilee to all the inhabitants of this country, and if the fra­
mers of our Constitution had inserted a clause making the year 1826 -an­
other, with a prospective one every fifty years, Slavery would not to-day 
be shedding the best blood in our country.

Having seen that the Jubilee prevented any regular system of Slavery, 



AND SLAVERY. 1Y

even among those who by transgression had forfeited their natural right, 
we will now examine some of the moral precepts of the Old Testament, 
and in so doing we will find an effectual barrier against the whole slave 
system, as it exists in this country.

1. Respect of persons forbidden. "With God there is no respect of 
persons” 2nd Chron. 19, 7. "To have respect of persons is not good f 
for a piece of bread that man will transgress.” Peov. 24, 23.

With the Divine Being, the rich, and the poor, the high, and the low, 
are on an equality ; moral worth constituting the only difference. Slave­
ry originated in violation of this principle. The argument of the pro­
slavery men is, “that the negro belongs to an inferior race, consequently 
we have a right to enslave him.” The idea of the right to enslave our 
inferiors must have originated in the infernal regions, for it finds no place 
in heaven, or in God’s Word. Granting that the African is inferior to 
us, he is still a human being, and should be an object of our compassion ; 
and by kindness we should try to, elevatejto a prgper standard ; and not 
by brute force make him an object-*3Frrnjrchandize. * 7l'Be’latfer clause of 
the last quotation is very expressive. It is the love of sordid gain that 
leads slave-holders to transgress, and even in the ministry it is to be feared 
that there may be found those who for the sake of a few dollars, respect 
the persons of the wealthy, and fail to speak out on some of the great 
questions of the day.

2. Oppression forbidden. “Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor op­
press him.” The same expression is found in quite a number of passages 
of Holy Writ. A stranger, in a Scriptural sense, is one belonging to an­
other nation. Slavery in its mildest forms, is a system of oppression.— 
Dare you deny it ? The African is not only oppressed in the South, but 
if he escapes, and comes to a free State, he is still a slave, and finds laws to 
rob him of manhood, and grind him to the earth. Is it any wonder he is 
degraded, when he finds such a combination against his elevation. The 
African has not intruded himself upon us; he was brought here against his 
will, and Christianity should try to elevate him; but under the garb of 
Christianity he has been deprived of his natural rights; doomed to igno­
rance, chattelized, degraded, oppressed. Shame on such Christianity 1— 
Shame on the boasted philanthropy of the American people ! While we 
are spending thousands of dollars to educate the African in his own coun­
try, we suffer laws to exist in this country that doom him to ignorance 
and oppression.

3. The Israelites were commanded to love the stranger. Lev. 19, 34. 
"But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born 
among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers iu 
the land of Egypt.” This principle, although more fully recognized in the 
New Testament dispensation than in the Old, yet it occupied a prominent 
place in both, and as slavery is incompatible with every principle of love, 
it could never exist under a dispensation where this was enforced, as we 
will see in our next discourse.

4. There is a woe pronounced upon those who receive labor without 
wages. “Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and 
his chambers by wrong ; that useth his neighbors’ services without wages, 
and giveth him not for his work.” Jer. jJ. 13.

Slavery is a system of unrighteousness and wrong. Those engaged in it 
build their houses, clear their farms, cultivate their fields, &c., by labor 
for which they render no equivalent, to those who perform the labor. Let 
us make a calculation. Suppose the- average life of a slave to be thirty
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years. Ten years of this is childhood, during which time he cannot do a 
great amount of labor, and it costs but little to clothe him. Then allow­
ing two years for sickness, there are eighteen years cf actual service.— 
Sometimes slaves can be hired for twelve or fifteen dollars per month ; but 
as a boy ten years old could not get that, suppose we average the wages 
at ten dollars per month, or one hundred and twenty dollars per year. In 
eighteen years, that would amount to two thousand one hundred and sixty 
dollars. Now, let us ascertain as near as possible, the cost of keeping 
him. We will give him a peek of corn, a peck of potatoes, and two pounds 
of meat per week, for the whole thirty years ; and also two shirts, and two 
pair of pants, and after he is ten years of age, he shall have a new pair of 
shoes, a coat, vest, and hat, every year. The account will stand thus :
13 bu. of corn a year, at 25 cts. per bu., 
13 “ potatoes “20 “ “
104 lbs. of meat “ 4 cts. per lb., 
2 shirts at 75 «ts each, 
2 pair of pants, $1,00 each, 
1 “shoes, $1,50, 
1 coat, worth $4*00**• *
1 vest, “ $1,50
1 hat, ‘ • 25 cts.,
2 pair of socks, 25 cts. each,

The account will stand thus : 
And for thirty years, $97,00

78,00
124,80
45,00
60,00
30,00
80,00
30,00
5,00

10,00

$3,25
2,60
4,16
1,50
2,00
1,50
4,00
1,50

25
50

And for twenty years,

$560,30
This amounts to $560,30, but for salt and condiment, we will make it 

$600. Now, take this from the $2160, the wages of the slave for eighteen 
years, and it leaves $1560.

One thousand five hundred and sixty dollars, is the amount out of which 
the master cheats his servant. But as in the South, coats, vests, shoes, 
and hats, are dispensed with, the sum may be increased. To say that the 
master will be obliged to keep the slave, and provide for him after he is 
too old to work, does not better the matter, for in that case he will prob­
ably get twenty years more labor out of him ; which would increase the 
theft to more than two thousand dollars. Neither does it alter the case 
to say that the master bought the slave, for he did not pay the price to 
the one wbo performed the labor. View it as you may, it is down-right 
villainy, and the fearful woe of Jehovah rests upon those who engage in it.

The Decalogue is Opposed to Slavery. This is not only the Re­
vealed Will of God, but it is based upon the eternal fitness of things. To 
violate this, we sin against nature, and nature’s God, for had we received 
no written Revelation from Deity, it is presumable that reason alone would 
have taught us to obey some of the precepts contained in this epitome of 
morality.

The system under consideration violates the fifth commandment. “Hon­
or thy father and thy mother,” &c. Even heathen morality went so far as 
to teach children to respect their parents, but in the noon-day of the nine­
teenth century, there exists a system, in Christian America, directly the 
opposite. Involuntary servitude ignores the reciprocal duties of the pa­
rents and children. The will of the drunken master, or negro driver, in­
tervenes between that of the parent and the child ; the latter is under no 
obligation to obey the former, but must disobey, dishonor, and abuse, ac­
cording to the desire of the master. It is a matter of record, that children 
have been compelled to use the lash upon the back of their mother, and 
for refusing to commit so fien%sli an act, were severely punished. “But 
don’t say anything about it; Slavery is a Bible institution, and you might 
hurt some poor tender soul.” Indeed! Well, we won't now, but will 
pass to the seventh commandment. “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” 
The marriage relation is a sacred institution, ordained by God as consti­
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tuting the highest earthly happiness of his rational creatures. The hue 
band is bound to love and protect the wife, while she is to reciprocate that 
love, and render due honor and obedience to her husband I< or trifling 
causes this relation cannot be suspended, and either party marry again 
without violating this commandment. In the Slave States the marriage 
relation is hardly a name, and can be suspended at the master’s pleasure, 
or whenever his interest demands a separation ; and the husband and wife 
parted, or sold to other masters, who may oblige them to marry others ; 
thus compelling them to transgress this Divine precept.

But this most diabolical of all abominations puts the virtue of every 
slave woman at the mercy of every reckless, drunken, libertine, in the 
land The piety of the victim is no safeguard ; she is obliged to violate 
God’s law to gratify the brutal lust of those inhuman monsters, who are 
now thirsting for the heart-blood of your sons and brothers. Is it any 
wonder that the slaves are degraded ? What have we done to elevate 
them ? Rather let it be asked', what have we not done to degrade them ? 
The violation of this commandment called the fiery vengeance of God 
from heaven, upon the cities of the plains, and yet persons in this country, 
who esteem virtue a jewel, plead for a system that degrades then sex to 
the lowest depths of infamy. Pro-slavery men are horrified lest the abo­
lition of slavery would lead to amalgamation, and yet the poor blind hyp­
ocrites are lending their aid in support of an institution of that character. 
Every vear adds‘to the quantity of the Anglo-Saxon blood that runs in 
negro veins. In the South the races are rapidly assimilating ; many who 
to-day are held in bondage, have as fair complexions as their masters.— 
Silence thou, pro-slavery traitor, and thou wilt hide thy perfidy

Slavery is a violation of the Eighth Commandment. ‘ Thou shalt not steal. 
Theft is the unjust taking or keeping that which belongs to,'another per­
son, and may be done either by force or fraud. If there is anything un­
der the sun to which a man is entitled, it is himself, or the liberty to era- 
ploy his time, strength, and talents, so ps to contribute to his highest joy, 
for without this he can have nothing else. The idea of one absolutely 
under the control of another, possessing property, is simply absurd; all 
he has is at the disposal of the person who holds him as a slave. Ine 
rights of the slave have been stolen. He was stolen from his native coun­
try • he is not his own ; his master claims his blood, bones, and smews.
Is not- this theft? Slavery leads to kidnapping in this country. States 
enact laws reducing free persons, who have no where else to go, to a 
state of bondage, thus committing wholesale theft. J reedora being the 
natural right of all, children are born free ; but this nefarious system seizes 
them at birth, and binds them with fetters. But . says one, ‘‘the master 
has paid his money for the parents, and he has a right to the increase.
Yes. we know that that is pro-slavery logic, and certainly it is beautnul.— 
Well worthy the low principled things in human shape, who use it. Al. 
right for men to keep human beings, and sell their offspring as we do that 
of our horses, and cows. All right that children should be. stolen from 
their parents, and sold into bondage. All right that the cries and tears 
of that poor mother, should go unheeded. One would think that even the 
adamantine rocks would weep tears of blood over poor fallen humanity, 
when those who profess to be the followers of Christ, contend that the 
Word of God sanctions a system that leads to such wickedness. Suppose 
that in crossing the ocean, vou and your family were cast upon the coast 
of Africa, and the Arabs should seize you, and sell you to a caravan going 
into the interior, would that make yon and your wife, mere things of mer­
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chandize, and your children mules ? Would the simple face that they 
had bought you, give them the right to rob you of your manhood ? Dare 
you admit it ? Whether you do or not, it is evident that thev would have 
just as much moral right to hold you, as those in the South'have to hold 
their fellow beings in bondage. They took advantage of your helpless 
condition, just as we have of the Africans, going upon the atheistical prin­
ciple that mjte makes right. I would not condemn every person who holds 
slaves as being guilty of violating this commandment, for there may be 
those upon whose hands slaves had been thrown, who have no sympathy 
with the institution, and the laws of the State in which they reside make 
emancipation impossible. In such cases, those who enacted the laws, have 
the greater sin to answer for, and if such persons aided in the passage of 
such unholy laws, they are criminal in the sight of heaven. But all per­
sons who, of their own accord, engage either in the domestic or foreign 
traffic, are guilty of the violation of this precept, and come under the con­
demnation pronounced in Ex. 21, 16. “He that stealeth a man and sell- 
eth him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall surely bo put to death.”

Our whole slave system being one of theft—and we defy any person to 
prove that it is not—this passage alone puts the eternal veto of Jehovah 
upon it. We are now done with the Decalogue for the present, and will 
turn our attention to the law in regard to servants who escape from their 
masters. Those servants were probably slaves, held by surrounding na­
tions, who escaped and came to Palestine, or they may have been held by 
some recreant Jew, contrary to the laws of God, and in either case they 
were not to be returned. There are some examples on record, of persons 
going in pursuit of their servants, but they are without the Divine sanc­
tion. fake the case of Shimei, 1st Kgs. 2, 39, 46, as an illustration. He 
was a bad man, and went to a foreign nation for his servants. Those who 
endeavor to prove from his example, that it is right to return fugitives, 
must be hard pressed for argument. The law is what we want on this 
subject, and here we have it. *‘Thou shalt not deliver unto his master 
the servant which is escaped from his master unto thee.” Dept. 23, 15. 
Thus spake.the Divine Oracle, and so long as God’s will was obeyed, the 
panting fugitive was never returned, and Canaan became the asylum for 
the oppressed of all nations. The deep baying of the blood hounds, and 
the clarion notes of the bugle, sounded by armed men in pursuit of human 
chattels, never disturbed the tranquility of its ancient mountains. No 
Marshals with their posse, were ever seen in pursuit of the half-famished 
mother, as she flies with her tender infant in her arms, from her fiendish 
masters. People were not then sufficiently enlightened to transact scenes 
that would disgrace even Pandemonium.

We should not be hasty to set up our judgment in opposition to those 
who profess to be our rulers ; yet God’s law is paramount to all human 
codes, and where those would compel us to violate a Divine precept, plainly 
revealed, we are bound to give preference to the law of God. To deny 
this is Atheism.

The present “Fugitive Slave Law,” as it exists in this country, is not 
only a violation of the commandment above quoted, but is in opposition 
to the whole moral teachings of the Gospel, and is well worthy of Mason, 
its traitorous father, who is now, in this the time of our nation’s trouble, 
using every artifice which satanic influence can suggest, to involve us in 
a war with the powers of Europe. It will go down as a foul blot upon our 
Statute Books, and when succeeding generations read it, the cheek will 
mantle with blushes, and the excuse will be made, "it was enacted in the 
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dark ages of barbarism.” Even admitting that the Constitution demands 
the return of fugitives, there was no necessity for passing a law with so 
many inhuman concomitants. See that young female; her complexion is 
as fair, and her form as beautiful as that of many ladies whose presence 
grace the drawing room. The love of Jesus is in her soul, but she finds it 
impossible to live a Christian, and remain uuder the control of her brutal 
master. She escapes, and without food, or any one to protect her, flies 
to the dreary swamp, panting for the pure air of liberty. She is followed by 
armed men, whose profane oaths and obscene threats fall upon her ears, but 
with all their vigilance, they do not find her, and after weeks of wander­
ing, and almost starvation, with nothing but the canopy of heaven for 
shelter, half-famished and nearly naked, she arrives at a free State, and 
crawls to the door of a Christian brother’s house, probably a member of 
the same church to which she belongs, and begs for protection. Is she 
now free, and dare he grant her request? No, high-minded men of the 
North, Christian men, men whose fathers fought for liberty, have suffered 
themselves to be bound by a law that forbids it. See them, at the bidding 
of Southern aristocrats, crouch like a menial slave, and turn stare catcher. 
They seize her, and despite her groans, her tears, and. her entreaties, they 
bind the fetters npon her bleeding limbs, and with all due formality of 
law, deliver her up to be dragged back to the hell of Southern bondage, 
while they excitingly exclaim, “Ha ! Ha I She didn’t escape, did she ? 
Wasn’t that done fine ? That Abolitionist thought he had her safe. I 
can find a nigar every time.” Yes, man, your deed was a nobleone ;you 
by force, have succeeded in dooming a virtuous female to a life of infamy, 
where her children must be held in perpetual bondage ; you have outraged 
humanity, and in the glorious light of the nineteenth century, in Christian 
America, you have committed an act that would have disgraced Rome in 
the dark ages. I hopa as a reward for your labor, the King of Dahomy 
will send you a medal dyed in the blood of his bosom companion.

Catching slaves ! ! Yes, for traitors, who have been plotting the de­
struction of our government ; this noble fabric, which was cemented by 
the blood of our fathers. We have disgraced ourselves in the eyes of the 
world, and now, as a reward for our humility, slave-holders are murdering 
our sons and brothers u pon the battle field.

Let an indignant, an outraged, and insulted people, arise and demand 
the repeal of that law. Say to the slave-holder, “If you want your slave 
you must catch him yourself, but expect no aid from me.”

From what has been said, we come to the conclusion that the Mosaic 
Code lends no countenance to slavery, as it exists in the United States, or 
to any other system of perpetual bondage.

But the question may be asked, “Did the Jews live up to the require­
ments of their law in this respect ?” We reply, it would be strange if they 
did, for they transgressed nearly every other. By turning to the Prophets, 
we have reason to believe they did not, for in the fifty-eighth chapter of 
Isaiah, we find the people had called a national fast, but God rebuked 
them, and in the sixth verse he tells them the kind of fast he had chosen, 
saying, “Is not this the fast I have chosen ? To loose the bonds of wick­
edness, to undo the heavy burdens, and let the oppressed go free, and that 
ye break every yoke.” Isa. 5, 8, 6. That this was not spoken of man’s 
moral condition is evident from the fact that God alone can undo the bur­
dens of sin, and let the oppressed spirit go free. It has reference to the 
natural condition of those held in bondage, and the Israelites are com­
manded to break every yoke. This is as good abolitionism as I want, and 
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if those who are opposed to slavery must be defamed by foul-mouthed poli­
ticians, and their hunker constituents, they have the consolation to know 
that the Evangelical Prophet, and the spirit of the eternal God are along 
with them in their labor of love.

Dr. A. Clarke, in commenting on this verse, says : “How can any na­
tion pretend to fast or worship God at all, or dare to profess they believe 
in the existence of such a Being, while they carry on the slave trade, and 
traffic in the souls and bodies of men ! O, ye most flagitious of knaves, 
and worst of hypocrites, cast off at once the mask of religion ; deepen not 
your endless perdition, by professing the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
while you continue in this traffic.” Not only the foreign but the domes­
tic traffic is here condemned, and we fear our national fasts fall under the 
same condemnation

In the days of Zedekiah, King of Judah, they had a great anti-slavery 
meeting, and agreed upon a general emancipation of all their brethren, 
but failing to carry out the contract, God, by the mouth of the Prophet 
Jeremiah, says: “Ye have not hearkened unto me in proclaiming liberty 
every one to his brother, and every man to his neighbor ; behold I pro­
claim liberty for you, saith the Lord, to the sword, to the pestilence, and 
the famine.” We have failed to proclaim liberty to the captive ; God 
has proclaimed liberty to tho sword, and its fearful ravages are falling 
upon .this once happy land. Our brave countrymen lie weltering in their 
blood upon the Southern battle field ; almost every mail brings us a wail 
of woe to some poor mother’s heart; a loved one has gone, died far from 
home in the heat of deadly conflict; without a friend to catch the last 
farewell to bear to dear ones at home. And yet, men will use all their 
powers to prop up an institution that has caused this. Take warning, 
God’s energies are not exhausted ; the famine and the pestilence, are yet 
in store, which may he avert for his name-sake.
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Second Discourse.

I had not expected my former discouse to cause so much excitement, as 
it was expressly prepared against the prince of darkness, and his nefarious 
business. I am sorry that any should staud between him and the pulpit, 
and feel themselves hurt. I have no desire to have any personal discus­
sion on this matter, but when the truth and ministerial liberty are attacked ; 
when persons try to enforce the gag law on some of the great questions of 
the day, I am here to defend that truth, and by my example vindicate that 
liberty.

When a minister preaches against a sin, and especially one as great as 
that under consideration ; one that is drawing the heart blood from our 
nation, it is exceedingly unpleasant for him to find the members of his 
charge, and especially some of his official board, throwing their influence 
against him, and in favor of that sin. The minister of Christ needs the 
influence of the whole Church with him ; but when he cannot have that, 
it is his duty to stand so much the firmer, and if his remarks expose the 
imperfections, or sins of professors of religion, he is not to blame. But 
why persons here in the North, who never owned a slave, and whe never 
will own one, should become so offended as to leave the congregation, or 
absent themselves from the place of worship, because the minister mention^ 
slavery, is more than £ can tell. Are their sympathies with the traitors 
of the South ?

It has become a trite remark, that persons may live, and always learn, 
I have learned that after all, there is something in a name. Although 
there were over twenty texts of Scripture quoted in the former discourse, 
but none announced as a formal text, the speaker has been accused for 
not taking one. Well, presuming that other people know a preacher’s 
duty much better than he does himself, and as he should always be ac­
commodating, we will acknowledge the fault, and make atonement by 
quoting two. '“Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the servant that 
has escaped from his master unto thee.” Deut. 23, 15. “And ye shall 
hallow the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto 
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nil the inhabitants thereof.” Lev. 25, 10. Now, I think that should sat­
isfy the most fastidious, but if it does not, we have more of the same 
character.

Since the former diseousre, some have said that they were more than 
ever convinced that slavery is right. That might appear a little discour­
aging to your speaker, after laboring as hard as he did upon that occasion, 
did he not remember that there is a certain kind of bird, of not very beau­
tiful exterior, whose nature is to be blinded by the light of the sun ; so 
with prejudice. We never expect to convince such persons. They are 
like Ephraim, joined to their idols. Some find fault because Blackstone 
was quoted to show that liberty was one of the absolute rights of all men. 
Well, wo don’t blame them, for he is good authority, and it is perfectly 
natural that one should squirm when he sees his Dagon kicked down by 
the old English Jurist. Some say, “the speaker is making himself ene­
mies.” If the truth makes enemies, be it so. Christ says I came not to 
send peace, but a sword. By God’s grace assisting him, the speaker al­
ways expects to be an enemy to evil of all kinds, and as such he antici­
pates opposition from Satan, and all his minions.

But the great objection is, that “it was a political sermon some say, 
“a stump speech.’- We will vindicate the right of the pulpit in the body 
of our discourse. All we have to say here, is that we tried to keep clear 
of that question, as well as we could, iu the former discourse, and if we 
failed, probably it would not be best to try this time.

People who have got the political fever connected with spiritual, or 
moral jaundice, can make polities out of anything, as the following anec­
dote will show. A farmer had a hired man noted for his ignorance, and 
strong prejudice. He was firmly bound to that party which is so fearful 
of politics in the pulpit, and concluded he would not attend preaching any 
more, because the preachershad all apostatized. One Sabbath, a minister 
was to preach who belonged to the same denomination to which the farmer 
belonged, and as the hour for chruch drew nigh, the farmer requested his 
hired man to accompany them, but he refused, saying, “he didn’t want to 
hear any political preachers.” But after some persuasion, he agreed to 
go. The minister took for his text, “If the righteous scarcely be saved, 
where shall the ungodly, and the sinner appear 7” and preached a power­
ful sermon. But there sat the poor man, as black as a thunder cloud, 
until the discourse was about half out, and then left. When the farmer 
came home, he asked him how he liked the sermon. “O, I didn’t like it 
at all! It was all politics from beginnen to end. Even the text was pol­
itics. ‘He said if the Republicans be saved, where shall the hard-headed 
Democrats appear ?’ ” This illustration might benefit some in nearly ev­
ery community, and from it, we learn that some men caunot be satisfied.

Having made these general remarks, which would have been unneeessry 
had circumstances been otherwise, we must now prepare the way for our 
Scriptural discussion. And,

1. The condition of the world, at our Savior's advent.
In the land of Judea, there were few if any, slaves held by the Jews, 

after they returned from the Babylonish captivity, until it became a Ro­
man province. This was not the case in other portions of the world. The 
Roman Empire, alone, contained nearly sixty millions of slaves, which con­
stituted half the population of that vast Territory, ruled by tue Cesars.— 
These were white captives, taken in war, and even were they lawfully held 
in bondage, furnish no proof in favor of African Slavery iu this country.— 
When nations went to war, it was an understanding between them that all 

t)
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prisoners were to be held as slaves, unless redeemed by their friends, or by 
the national government. This certainly was an honorable way of pro­
curing slaves compared with ours.

Of all the mean, despicable, soul destroying business under the light of 
the sun, that of skulking around the coast of Africa, like panthers, or 
wolves, stealing inoffensive men, women, and children, is superlatively the 
meanest ; and holding those in bondage who have been stolen, or plead­
ing that it is right to do so, does not fall far behind it. Look at that 
little child out at play, dreaming of no harm, she trips along the running 
rivulet, gathering the wild flowers, chasing the gay butterfly, or listening 
to the sweet notes of the song bird among the foliage ; suddenly the in­
human monster, the American slave catcher, springs upon her, and 
notwithstanding her cries and tears, bears her off to his vessel. The ter­
rified mother, attracted by her screams, rushes to her rescue, but arrives 
just in time to catch a glimpse of her darling girl, as she is dragged on 
board the ship ; she stands as if paralyzed for a moment, viewing the 
scene, but then remembering what it means, she exclaims, “the white-faced 
Christian has stolen my dear.” But knowing the danger to which she is 
exposed, she rushes back again into the wilderness, to mourn in silence, 
while her earthly hopes are borne under the proud emblem of American 
liberty, to a land of bondage. All our laws in regard to this vile traffic 
have not suppressed it, and we fear will not, while the home market re­
mains.

But to return. Slaves under the dominion of Rome were’oppressed, for 
in its mildest forms slavery is oppression, yet they threw no barriers in the 
way of emancipation, but rather encouraged it, while in this country some 
of the States have enacted laws, so as to render it nearly impossible for 
those to liberate their slaves, who have the desire. But not to pursue this 
farther we will come to our Scriptural Argument. And 1st, we will notice 
some general precepts against the system. And 2nd, examine those passages 
adduced in favor of it. And 3rd, conclude with somdof the general effects of 
the system, as seen in this country.

1st. Christ’s Precepts.
Our Savior’s ministry being confined to Judea, and almost entirely to 

those of Jewish origin, he seldom came in direct contact with slavery, 
hence his silence on that subject. But this silence is no more proof in its 
favor than his silence on the tyranny of Cesar ; the unjust wars in which 
the Romans were engaged, the licentious rites of the pagan temple wor­
ship, or the bloody gladiatorial combats of the Amphitheater is in favor 
of those things. To say that Christ sanctioned, or even connived at them, 
would make him an impure Being. He gave general precepts, which if 
obeyed, would abolish all of these ; he has done the same on the subject un­
der consideration. No man can comply with the teachings of our blessed 
Lord, who required all his followers to love each other as he had loved 
them, and hold his fellow beings in bondage.

1. We haveseen that the 5th, 7th, and 8th commandments of the Dec­
alogue, are diametrically opposed to slavery. This Christ has re-enacted, 
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets : I am 
not come to destroy but to fulfil.” Matt. 5, 13. See also, Luke 16,17. 
This comes to us from the highest authority, and should* be binding upon 
every creature. Any system that abrogates any one of the ten command­
ments must be essentially and eternally opposed to the teachings of our 
Savior, and as such should be not only discountenanced, but opposed by 
every J ver of Christ.
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2. The Lord’s Prayer is opposed to slavery. “Thy kingdom come thy 
will be done in earth as it is in heaven.” Throughout all the glorious do­
minions of the kingdom of heaven, there is not a slave. The clanking 
chains were never heard along the gold-paved streets of the celestial city. 
No auction block, with trembling victims surrounded by filthy dealers in 
human flesh, stands before the throne of the Eternal. The groans of the 
fugitive under the lash, and the frantic mother’s cry, as her child is torn 
from her bosom, never disturb the pure atmosphere of heaven. Every one 
who says “Thy kingdom come” asks God to make earth like heaven.-— 
Who then, but the most consummate hypocrite, can use the Lord’s prayer 
understandingly, and yet plead for slavery, which is as opposite to the 
kingdom of God as light is to darkness ?

3. Christ says, “Neither be ye called master.” Matt. 23, 10.
In the Scriptures, to be called" generally signifies that the thing, or, per­

son either is, or resembles what it is called. Thus in speaking of our 
Lord it is said, “He shall be called the Son of God that is he shall be 
such. So to be called master signifies that the person stood in that rela­
tion to some one else, which is here positively forbidden. Slavery stands 
entirely upon this relation. Do away with the authority of the master, 
and the system expires. Its obsequies will be celebrated in one grand 
Jubilee.

4. The law of love. Matt. 22, 39. “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself,” and “The Golden Rule,” Matt. 7, 12. “Therefore all things 
whatsoever ye. would that men should do to you do ye even so to them,” 
are opposed to the entire system of human bondage. No man can love 
another as himself, or do to him as he would wish to be done by, and yet 
tear him away from his native country, from kindred, and friends, and 
doom him to a state of bondage. It is utterly impossible to obey these pre­
cepts, and at the same time compel your fellow man to toil from year to 
year, under the overseer’s lash, fed upon the coarsest food, with scarcely 
clothing sufficient to cover his nudity ; liable every moment to be insulted 
by men of the basest passions, with no hopes of his condition ever being 
bettered. Although poor human nature is fallen, yet its testimony is true, 
and the man who says slavery is right compels his lips to belie his heart, 
and is false to his better feelings. Go clank the chains of bondage over 
him, tell him he is doomed to spend the remainder of his life among the 
Southern rice and cotton fields ; that his wife and children are to be torn 
away from him, she to be the mistress of another man, his daughter to 
lead a life of the lowest degradation. Let the screams of agony from that 
mother’s heart fall upon his ear, as his infant son is torn from her breast, 
and she tied in the chain-gang, and driven from his sight. See how he 
turns pale ■ he trembles ; he is almost distracted i he rages with fury ; the 
pent up anguish of his heart cannot find vent.

Slavery right ? Yes,ha!hal! Don’t mock his agony. It is human 
nature that speaks. Will he now brand that minister as a fanatic, a black 
republican, an abolitionist, who rises up to plead his cause ? No, sir.— 
With out-stretched arms and tearful eyes, he implores, assistance. He 
will now justify almost any means.’ Conventional restrictions and party 
creeds are nothing to him. And yet, Oh 1 tell it not among the heathen 
lest they despise ,the name of Christian, that while such scenes as that 
above described are of frequent occurrence in these United States, we 
have men, yes, and women too, who not only refuse to hear anything said 
on the subject, but would gag the pulpit, lest others would hear. Can this 
be Christianity ’ Is it doing to others as we would have them do to tss-7 
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Is it obeying the commandments of the loving Jesus ? Judge ye. These 
precepts from the lips of Christ come as gently as the crystal stream, and 
yet they are the thunderbolts of Jehovah against wickedness.

To be brief, this is the sum of the moral law with regard to each other, 
and is in accordance with the dictates of nature, and the Revealed Will 
of God, and consequently superior to all human laws, and as Blackstone 
says, “It is binding over all the Globe, in all countries, and at all times ; 
no human laws are of any validity if contrary to this.” Again, “Upon 
these two foundations, the law of nature and the law of revelation, depend 
all human laws ; that is to say, no human law should be suffered to con­
tradict these.” Then as an illustration he brings up the case of murder, 
saying, “Nay, if any human law should allow or enjoin us to commit it, 
we are bound to transgress that human law, or else we must offend both 
the natural and the divine.” The Slave Code, and especially the Fugitive 
Slave Law, are in direct violation of the laws of nature, and those of God 
which says, “Feed the hungry, clothe the naked,” and, “Thou shalt not 
deliver unto his master the servant which is escaped from his master nnto 
thee.” The Golden Rule, these commandments, and many more, came 
from the same God who said, “Thou shalt not kill,” and if the law which 
would compel us to violate the one is void, that which would prohibit us 
from obeying, or oblige us to transgress any other divine precept, cannot 
be binding. But as we have said before, we should not be hasty in setting 
up our' judgment against human laws; neither should we, if it can be 
avoided, by violence oppose them, but resort to proper means and have 
them repealed.

We will now Examine those Passages of Scripture adduced in favor 
of Slavery.

But 1st, we wish to ascertain what constitutes a Scriptural proof. It 
was hardly to be expected God would give a special rule for every case 
that should occur to the end of time, but that he would give us certain pre­
cepts of a general character, and leave us to the exercise of an enlightened 
judgment in regard to the right or wrong of many things Any practice 
or acts, in accordance with these precepts, needs no proof to establish it, 
as it is already known to be in accordance with the principles of right ; 
but if these precepts admit of any exceptions, these exceptions cannot be 
established but upon the positive command of God. We have seen that 
slavery is directly opposed to these general precepts, which we might call 
the Great Moral Constitution of the Universe, The framers of a con­
stitution may make exceptions. But where in the New Testament has 
God made any to this ? Where has he given one mana right to hold 
property in another ; to buy, or sell him, or to receive his labor for noth­
ing ? Even were we to admit that such things were admissible under the 
Jewish dispensation, we look in vain for them under the Christian.

God has pronounced blessings on the merciful, the peace makers, the 
pure in heart, and those who are reviled and persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, but where has he said, “Blessed are those who traffic in human flesh 
and blood ; who enrich themselves by the toil of others, for which they 
render no recompense, who are deaf to all the cries of humanity, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven ?” Where will you find it? An echo answers 
where. The command for servants to be obedient to their masters does 
not prove that the masters have a right to that obedience unless he has 
sanctioned that relation. This he has not done, but lie has condemned it 
by saying, “Be ye not called master

We are commanded not to resist evil; but if we arc smote upon the one 
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cheek to turn the other also, but that gives the other bo right to smite us. 
Humility is enjoined as a Christian duty. So with servants who find them­
selves in that relation, when converted. Religion does not change worldly 
relations where they can be complied with, and no command of God vio­
lated. Obedience on the part of a Christian servant now becomes a relig­
ious duty, to which he is to submit for Christ’s sake.

The Divine Being having so frequently declared that he is no respecter 
of persons, we contend that nothing but a positive command, if that were 
possible, can doom any portion of the human family to the condition of 
mere things.

We are now prepared to examine the Apostle PauVs teachings on this sub­
ject. His mission was confined-principally to the Gentile nations, and as 
the Gospel is generally received first by those in the humblest walks of 
life, it is presumable that the servants of the rich were the first to embrace 
it. Consequently we find Paul in his epistles frequently giving instruc­
tions to both masters and servants.

In our first discourse we stated that the Greeks had two words to de­
note the condition of those held to labor. 1. Doulos, a servant. This 
word may also mean a slave, but not necessarily so; for it is applied to 
Christians in their relation to God, to Ministers of the Gospel, and even 
to Christ. It would sound rather singular to say, “the slaves.of God,” 
or to call Christ and his ministers “slaves.” The word in these instances 
undoubtedly means a servant, and as it is the same used by Paul in his 
epistles, I do not see by what rule of logic it can be so confidently asserted 
that those persons called servants were slaves. The second term is, an- 
drispodon, a down trodden man, and properly means a slave, but is not, I 
think, once used by the Apostle in speaking of servants.

If I mistake not the word slave occurs but twice in the Bible. First in 
Jeb. 2, 14, the question is asked, “Is Israel a servant ? Is he a homeborn 
slave ?” Here it is supplied by the translators. The second place in 
which it is mentioned is Rev. 18, 13. This is in connection with the sins 
of Babylon, and properly means “bodies and souls of men.” It may be 
truly said, that the word slave is not to be found in the Bible, but as we 
wish to give the opposite party all the advantage we possibly can, we will, 
for their special benefit, admit that those to whom the Apostle wrote were 
slaves, and new after this admission, we challenge them to prove from 
anything the Apostle has said, that slavery is right, and especially that 
found in this country.

We will now examine those Passages of Scripture adduced in favob 
OF THE SYSTEM.

And 1st, your attention is invited to I. Coe. 1, 20-23.
“Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. Art 

thou being called a servant, care not for it: but if thou mayest be made 
free, use it rather. For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is 
the Lord’s freeman ; likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ’s 
servant. Ye are bought with a price;be not ye the servants of men.”

Although this passage forms part of the argument employed by those 
slave-ocrats, who wish to turn the fountain of life into a feted pool of gall 
to four millions of human beings in the United States, yet I do not think 
it has any reference to slavery, but to the condition of the persons under 
the Law with regard to the ceremonies. In the 18th verse we read, “Is 
any man called being circumcised ? let him not become uncircumcised,” &c. 
If we suppose this passage has reference to any civil relation, then none 
can change their occupation, and there is a manifest contradiction between 
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the 21st and the 23rd verse.?, but taken in the sense for which we contend, 
and it harmonizes throughout. “Let every man abide in the same calling 
wherein he was called,” i. e. in circumcision, or in uncircumcision. Seek 
net to change that rite. “Art thou called being a servant,” i. e. under the 
law, which the Apostle calls a yoke, care not for it, but if thou mayest 
be mads free, delivered from these ordinances, use it rather. The Jews 
were unwilling that the Gentiles should enjoy this liberty. Even Paul 
upon one occasion was obliged to comply with their request in the case of 
circumcision.

But we are not tenacious in regard to the above exposition ; you are 
welcome to all the advantages you can derive from pressing this passage 
into your service. Does Paul say that slavery is right ? No, sir ; but he 
does say, “If thou mayest be made free, use it rather.” To support the 
vile system the Apostle should have said, “If any man wants to make you 
free don’t listen to him. Choose bondage, it is a glorious institution, or­
dained for your benefit.” Those who say that the slaves are in a better 
condition than if they were free, are a little wiser than the Apostle, and 
he was considered a wise man. But hear him farther. “Ye are bought 
with a price ; be ye not the servants of men.” -To say as many have done, 
that the Apostle is in this verse addressing freemen, and exhorting them 
not to sell themselves into slavery, is I think, incorrect ■ for he has made 
no change in the discourse ; these are the same persons as those addressed 
above, and upon the supposition that they were slaves, this is command­
ing them not to continue in . that relation any longer, because they are 
bought with a price. There, now you have the whole advantage of the 
passage, and what does it prove in your favor ? 1. That slaves are to 
get free if they can. 2. That no Christian bought by the blood of Christ 
is to be the slave of men.

What kind of pro slaveryism would that be down in the land of cotton ? 
Let any man go to the sunny South and proclaim in the ears of the op­
pressed sons and daughters of Africa, “If thou mayest be made free choose 
it rather.” “Be ye not the servants of men,” &c. And even his apostle­
ship, accompanied with the broad seal of heaven, would not secure him 
from the murderous hyenas of rebeldom.

The next passage to which your attention is invited, is Eph. 6, 5, 6, 7, 
and 9. “Servants be obedient to them that are your masters according to 
your flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto 
Christ ; not with eye service, as men-pleasers ; but as the servants of 
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart ; with good will doing service 
as to the Lord and not to men. And ye masters, do the same things unto 
them, forbearing threatening : knowing that your Master also is in heaven ; 
neither is there respect of persons with him.” Obedience is here enjoined 
as a Christian duty ; but not as a right based upon any claim of the mas­
ter, but as unto Christ. Not with eye service : that is, not simply when 
your master is present, but also in his absence. “Doing the will of God 
from the heart.” This is as far as servants were required to be obedient; 
God’s will was superior to that of any earthly master, and where the two 
came in conflict, the former must be obeyed, and the latter disregarded. 
It is God’s will that every one should be recompensed fcr his labor ; that 
all should read his Word; that children obey their parents ; that wives 
live chaste, and honor their husbands. The slave system in this country 
ignores all these. But we will not here dwell upon a picture that is suffi­
cient to bring upon our country a tornado of fiery thunderbolts from the 
throne of the Eternal. The Apostle says, “Doing service as to the Lord 
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and not to men.” Men have no right to that service, yet as they claim it, 
it is better to let them have it, that to get into a strife that could not 
possibly better your condition, going upoa the principle that if one takes 
away your coat, you are to let him have your cloak also.

But now let us hear what he has to say to the masters. “And ye mas­
ters do the same things unto them,” [the servants,] “forbearing threaten­
ing,” &c. From the language we might almost infer that the master was 
to do as much for the servant as the servant was for the master. “The 
same things,” is the langnage, but we understand from it that masters were 
to act toward their servants, in the same loving Christian manner, doing 
all with an eye to the glory of God ; requiring nothing of their servants 
contrary to his will. “Forbearing threatening.” This is the mildest kind 
of punishment, and if it was forbidden, all other kinds must have been also. 
The reasan assigned for this, is that “they have a Master iu heaven; who 
is no respecter of persons,” but in whose eyes, they and their servants, 
are on a perfect equality. We look in vain for anything in the above 
text to favor slavery, as it exists in this country. Dr. A. Clarke, in com­
menting on this passage, says, “In heathen countries slavery was in seme 
sort excusable ; among Christians it is an enormity, and a crime for which 
perdition has scarcely an adequate state of punishment.” That is good 
Methodist doctrine, but we fear some in these parts, if they were ever 
converted, have fearfully apostatized from this faith. In the third chap­
ter of Colossians, Paul gives the same instructions to servants as he did 
to those at Ephesus. He commands them to do all as unto the Lord, and 
not unto men, and by this expression he appears to guard the rights of 
the servant. He also informs them that there is no respect of persons, 
which is a death blow to the right of property in man. In the first verso 
of the fourth chapter, masters were requited to give unto their servants, 
“that which is just and equal.” Justice is giving to every man his own. 
That every one is entitled to a recompense for his labor none dare deny. 
But is not every person entitled to himself, or to his liberty, until by crime, 
he has forfeited that right ? If he does not enjoy this, he can have noth­
ing else. Justice then required that the master liberate his slaves, and 
give them social and political equality, which we have never claimed for 
the African ; and unless some great transformation should take place, we 
presume we never will.

We will now turn to Paul’s instructions to Timothy, I. Errs. 6, 1, 2.— 
Timothy was a Christian minister, and probably had pastoral charge of the 
church at Ephesus. If so he had undoubtedly read the Apostle’s letter to 
that church, but Paul as a kind father in the Gospel wishes to give him 
farther instruction in regard to his sacred calling, and among various 
topics discussed, he introduces the “Irrepressible Conflict,” and gives ad­
vice to servants, whom he exhorts to count their masters worthy of all 
honor. Not because they were an inferior race, or because their masters 
had bought them, or had any just claim upon them, but, “That the name 
of God, and his doctrine be not blasphemed.” Had servants immediately 
demanded liberty upon conversion, civil oommotion would have ensued, 
and in that heathen government the Gospel would have been blamed, and 
God’s name blasphemed. And they who had believing masters were not 
to despise them, &c. They are now brethren, and will do what is right. 
Ender certain circumstances a Christian may probably for a time, hold one 
who might be called a slave, but I would sooner believe a horse thief could 
enjoy religion, than suppose that one could enter into the spirit of slavery, 
as it exists in this country, and be a Christian. But to continue the Apos-
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tie’s argument. “If any man teach otherwise,”—that is, that as a Chris­
tian duty, servants were not to obey their masters, honor all men, and es­
pecially those who are closely connected to them by civil or religious re­
lations, “He is prbud.”

To Christ’s words the Apostle appeals, and where has ne said anything 
to favor slavery. Is it where he has said, “Be ye not called masters ?”— 
Or, “Whatsoever ye would that men would do unto you do ye even so 
unto them.” Some contend that what follows in this paragraph, is to be 
applied to those who are opposed to slavery, but it is much more applica­
ble to pro-slavery men, who are proud, ignorant, full of envy and strife, 
men of corrupt minds, destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godli­
ness. For while they hold the slave to enrich themselves, they contend 
that they are doing God’s service, and acting the part of the missionary. 
No one is opposed to slavery for the sake of personal gain, as we know by 
experience.

Your attention is now invited to the case of Philemon, and Onesimus, 
which is the last passage of Scripture adduced in favor of slavery, which 
we will notice upon this occasion ; and we do this the more readily, as un­
principled men have endeavored to press this in favor of the “Fugitive 
Slave Law,” and implicate Paul in the nefarious business of returning fu­
gitives, thereby endeavoring to screen themselves from just odium. It 
has generally been admitted that Ones, was a slave, and that he ran away 
from Ph. But the Apostle does not say that he was a slave, but a "doulot,'' 
a servant. Neither does he say that he ran away, but that he “departed 
fer a season and you will admit that there is a difference between de­
parting, and running away. The most of you departed from the East, but 
you would not like it to be said that you ran away. But we will admit 
that Ones, was a slave, and that he ran away, and came to Rome, where 
Paul was imprisoned Attracted by the rumor of his preaching, he sought 
him out, and was converted to the Christian faith, and now he returns to 
Ph., the bearer of a letter from Paul. The question is, did he return as a 
slave, admitting he was one? We answer emphaticatically, no, for the 
Apostle could not return him as such without violating that law in Diiut. 
23, 15, “Thou shalt not deliver unto his master,” &c. If you say that law 
was not enforced, then all your argument drawn from the Mosaic Cede in 
favor of your system, falls to the ground.

. Ones, was not returned against his will. There was no Marshal with 
his fetters, to drag him back to bondage. He was not returned as a ser­
vant, but “above a servant, a brother beloved.” Who but a black-hearted 
villian would enslave such? We have heard of men in the South enslav­
ing their own children, but such conduct would have disgraced a pagan. 
Paul exhorts Ph. to receive Ones, as he would himself, and expresses his 
confidence that he would do more than he asked. Would Ph. have en­
slaved the Apostle ? If not, then he could not enslave Ones., but lest he' 
might think that Ones, should serve him a little while for debt, or some­
thing of that kind, Paul offers to pay all such obligations. What more 
could Ph. do for Ones, than to grant him his entire freedom, and recom­
pense him for past labor, if such had been performed. And although Paul 
does not emphatically demand the emancipation of Ones., yet what he says 
amounts to the same, and no doubt Ph. complied, for according to Gratins 
and Ignatius, Ones, was shortly afterward enstalled bishop of the church 
at Ephesus. With these facts it is a burning shame that any person should 
insinuate that an inspired Apostle engaged in, or sanctioned the most de­
grading business under the sun. By turning to L Tim. 1, 9,10, you will
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see where Paul ranks those who barter in human flesh and blood. See. 
the motly crew : we would expect to find min sltalers in just such company. 
The Greek word, Andropodisluis, means men stealers, slave dealers. Our 

./whole system is one of force, and Bymgoliug says, “Men stealers jire those 
' who by force, make slaves of men.’’’"Dr.' Clarke places the original thief, 

' those who buy, and the nations that legalize, or connive at the traffic, all 
on an equality, and says they are the most flagitious of mortals. Benson 
says, “Of all thieves, those who steal human beings, are the worst. In 
comparison of them, highwaymen and housebreakers are innocent.” AV es- 
ley says the same. This is Methodist testimony. But with shame we 
must confess that we have some professing to be the followers of those 
Christian Fathers, who would gag the pulpit on this subject ; and others, if 
there is a sermon to be preached touching slavery, will absent themselves 
from the place of worship, saying, “The minister has no business to touch 
it.” Is this Methodism? Is it Christianity ? Should a minister’s sup­
port be withdrawn, his church deserted, his members turn his most bitter 
enemies, because he walks in the footsteps of his Fathers, and in obedience 
to the divine command, “Pleads the cause of the oppressed ?” To pen the 
above to me is painful, but the truth is not all told.

We have concluded on Bible argument, so far as particular texts are 
concerned, and we blush when we think that it is necessary in this enlight­
ened age, to attempt to prove that the Word of God does not sanction the 
concentration of all abominations. To say that the Bible sanctions slavery, 
as it exists in this country, is a base slander, eminating from the regions 
of eternal night, concocted by the prince of darkness, with which to drown 
men’s souls in perdition.

There are some who do not in so many words, say that slavery is right, 
and yet by their actions in reading everything in favor of it that they can 
get, in refusing to hear anything against it, and in denouncing those who 
speak in fovor of emancipation, they declare their attachment to the insti­
tution. Suppose that in an adjoining country, there was an organized band 
of horse thieves and counterfeiters; and there was a party here who every 
year sent a delegation to help them make rules and regulations for their 
government. The same party will not listen to any person who says any­
thing against that gang, or against their business. But still they say,. 
“We don’t want you to believe that we are in favor of horse stealing, or 
counterfeiting.” What would the conclusion be ? Why, that they were 
not only in favor of these things, but that they were dishonest. The ap­
plication is easy.

We come in the third place to examinS: the effects of Slavery, as 
seen in this Country. And we will do this as briefly as we possibly can,, 
abridging some of our remarks and quotations, as used in our extempora­
neous discourse. Obedience to the precepts of Inspiration will always ex­
ert a beneficial influence, both individually and nationally. The wicked 
have been transformed by the renovating power of God’s Word, applied 
by the Holy Spirit, into respectable citizens and faithful Christians. Na­
tions have been raised from the lowest depths of degradation, by the same 
power. Education has followed the circulation of the Scriptures ; Schools 
and Colleges have sprung up as if by magic. The more closely a nation 
lives to the requirements of the Divine Law, the greater will be its pros­
perity, and the more powerful its influence. The masses will be intelligent, 
and the benign influence of religion will pervade community. If then, 
slavery is a divine institution, its beneficial influences will be manifest in 
those portions of the country where it exists. They will be the most pros- 
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porous, the most enlightened, and the most humane. But what are the 
facts? 1. The slave-holding States cover as great an amount of terri­
tory as the free. They have the advantages of climate, and a soil equally 
as productive. In 1790, the present free States had the advantage in pop­
ulation of 7,000. In 1860, that difference had increased to nearly eight 
millions, all free men, while one-third of the population of the Southern 
States are slaves, which gives the North the advantage of nearly two and 
a half to one, in free population. In 1790, Virginia had over four hun­
dred thousand more inhabitants than New York. Now tho latter has 
more than two millions the most. 2. The frm States have the commerce of 
this Nation. Massachusetts alone has more tonnage than all the slave 
States put together. In manufacturing and agriculture, they excell the 
South. Northern money has bought slave territory, and paid more than 
their quota for the support of this Government, while Southern men have 
filled the offices. There is not a single slave State that pays its postal ex­
penses. In the year 1859, they sunk over four millions of dollars. Thus 
the North has been paying for the circulation of treasonable letters and 
newspapers. It has been proven that the free States are worth 2,700 mil­
lions of dollars more than the slave. New York city could buy the whole 
of the State of Virginia, and the State could buy some eight of tho slave 
States. Boston, a town in a little State, only one-seventh as large as 
North Cardlina, could buy the whole of that State. Land on an average, 
in New York, is worth $36,97 ; in North Carolina, $3,06 ; in New Jersy, 
$28,96; in South Carolina, $1,32. (See Helper.) It does appear that 
the curse of God rested on the very soil trod by thef oot of the bondmen.

3. But let us look at that which in some respects is more valuable than 
dollars : Education. In the free States, there is 1 in 53 that can neither 
rend or write. In the slave States 1 in 12. Connecticutt has but 1 na­
tive illiterate white person for every 586 of her inhabitants ; Virginia, 1 
i n 12|; North Carolina, 1 in 7. Massachusetts, with a population greater 
than that of North Carolina, has only about 1000 but what can read and 
write, while North Carolina has more than 70,000. There are nearly 
seven times as many copies of newspapers printed in Massachusetts as there 
are in Virginia. Shame on thatsystem that dooms the poor man to such 
ignorance. Shame on that man from the South who can’t bear to hear it 
spoken against. Look simply at Virginia, the once proud Dominion of 
this Continent; her experts are dwindling, her soil is impoverished, her 
undeveloped wealth lies hid in her mountains, her sons have apostatized, 
the deadly Birecco is sweeping over her, and Ichabod is written on her 
banners. What has caused this? ffrom her mountains and valleys ; 
from her hills and dales ; from her rivers and running brooks, conies the 
response : Slavery 1 Were I a loyal Virginian, a lover of my State, and 
had I the voiee of an Archangel, I would cry, “Crush the deadly Ana­
conda.”

4. The effects of Slavery are seen in the barbarity of the Slave Code. In 
South Carolina and Georgia, if a slave leaves his master’s plantation with­
out some white person in company, and refuses to submit to an examina­
tion of any white person, such white person may moderately correct him, 
and if he resists may lawfully kill him. In South Carolina, North Caro­
lina, and Tennessee, if a slave lets loose, or takes away any boat, &e., 
for the first offence, thirty-nine lashes ®n the bare back, and for the sec­
ond, have an ear cut off.

In North Carolina, for hunting in the woods with dogs, thirty-nine 
lashes. In the same State any person may lawfully kill a slave who has 
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been outlawed by running away. In South Carolina and Georgia, if one 
slave harbors or conceals a runaway slave, he is subjected to corpora 1 pun­
ishment, to any extent not effecting life or limb. In Maryland, thirty- 
nine stripes is the penalty for harboring one hour. (Abridged from El­
liott’s quotations of Stroud.)

What can be more fiendish than these laws, and especially the last one 
quoted That runaway may be an only child, or a bosom companion, who 
had been tora from your embrace by the slave buyer, and whom you had 
net seen for years. Still affection burned upon the alter of the heart, and 
she escapes from her master, and comes to your door, and begs protection. 
Probably the deep baying of the blood hounds, the clattering of hoofs, 
and the voice of pursuers are heard in the distance. She holds out her 
emaciated arms, and with heaving breast and tearful eyes, exclaims, “O, 
my husband, protect me, save me ; they come. Let me enjoy your so­
ciety ; let me live with my children.” The little ones awake, and exclaim, 
'‘It is mother. She has come back again. Won’t you stay this time ?—

* Oh, it has been so long, mother, since you went away But dare that 
husband protect her ? Would not even Satan answer, yes ? No, sir; he 

/ cannot. In enlightened Christian America, there exists laws that forbid 
■•it. See that drunken gang come, and with cords bind that wife before 
I his eyes, and drag her off. Hear the Christian’s cry. She has seen them, 

but not embraced them. All she can say is one faint, “Farewell.”
Shall such laws continue to disgrace this country ? Shall the pulpit be 

silent while they exist ? No, sir ! Show your rage, get angry, leave the 
congregation, threaten mob law, say I have ruined the society, I will 
preach against such a system.

5. The advertisements in the Southern Press show the effects. “Runa­
way. My man Fountain ; has holes in his ears ; a scar on the right side 
of his forehead ; has been shot in the hind parts of his legs ; is marked in 
the back with the whip, &c.” “Runaway. Hannah, &c., a brand on the 
cheek. I tried to make the letter M. Branded with a hot iron.” .

“Blood hounds always ready to catch runaway negroes. Apply, 
West Tenn.” Is that Bible doctrine 1

6. The Whipping Post. This is an accompaniment of almost every ne­
gro plantation. See its victim tied by the hands ; probably a wife, or 
child, and the husband, or father, must stand there while the drunken, 
brutal overseer, inflicts the punishment. He must hear the pleadings, and 
see the imploring looks of her whom he promised to love, but he has no 
power to give relief.

1. Scends at the auction block show the effects of the system. The strong­
est family ties are separated. Parents part with their children, husbands 
from their wives, to meet no more on earth. This parting is ten-fold worse 
than death.

Let me present a couple of illustrations, abridged from Elliott. “A 
husband and wife were sold in St Louis. The man was sold first. The 
woman was next ordered to ascend the platform. Slowly and with cheeks 
wet with tears she obeyed. The man commenced pleading with his new 
master to buy his wife, who replied he did not want her, but if she went 
cheap, he would buy her. But she was soon struck off to another person, 
and as soon as they became aware that they must separate, they both 
burst into tears ; and as she came down from the platform, her husband 
walked up to her, and taking her by the hand said, ‘Well, Fanny, we are 
to part forever on earth. You have been a good wife to me. I did all I 
could to get my new master to buy you, but he did not want you. All I 
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have to say is, I hope you will try to meet me in heaven. I shall try to 
meet you there.’ The wife made no reply, but her sobs and cries told too 
well her feeliags.”

“In the city of New Orleans, Jan. 1855, a lot of slaves, numbering 260, 
belong to Mr. Hill, deceased, were sold at auction. One old woman 
clasping her son to her bosom, exclaimed, ‘Bob, I will never see you 
again, 'never, nSiveb. O, God, it will break my heart! Your poor mother 
will die 1 I”’

The man in a Christian country, who pleads for or throws his influence 
in favor of a system that causes such anguish, must be blinded by preju­
dice, or destitute of the first principles of humanity.

8. The. effects of Slavery are manifest ly the treatment those who art op­
posed to it receive. It has been defined by one, as a “Bloody touch me not.” 
It cannot bear the light. In our own General Conference, it tried to en­
join silence. The same has been true in Congress. In the States where 
it exists, laws have been passed prohibiting the circulation of books and 
papers, against it; also depriving persons of the liberty of speech. Our 
Sunday School Advocate has been condemded. Way land’s Moral Science 
has been excluded from the Schools. Spurgeon’s sermons have been 
burnt, with the threat that if he was there they would hang him. Au 
aged Finley has been assaulted, a Bewley, and a Lovejoy, have been mur­
dered. Others have been tarred and feathered, abused and hung The 
same disposition manifests itself in the Slave States, and among the pro- 
siaveryites of the free States. Drunken politicians around the gambling 
table, with inflamed eyes and clinched fists, would dictate to the minister 
of God how he must preach and pray. Lukewarm professes, who think 
more of their party than they do of their God, who read a vile pro-slavery 
paper, more than they do the Bible, are liable to catch the same spirit.— 
If the minister touches “the sum of all villainies,” the cry is raised, “Po­
litical preaching,” thinking thereby to render him unpopular, or deter him 
from his duty. Ask many Of these same persons what politics are, and they 
cannot tell you. The extent of their political knowledge is negro. This 
forms the soul and body of their political creed.

Politics, correctly understood, may occasionally form a proper subject 
for the pulpit, as there are some texts that cannot well be preached with­
out discussing that subject; but this low slang, this berating of political 
parties, for party sake ; this defamation of the character of public men, 
called politics, should never enter the pulpit, except to warn men against 
its deleterious influence.

Slavery, as well as many other subjects, has a moral, as well as a polit­
ical phase. It is the pulpit’s place to denounce it as a sin, and the States­
man’s to devise some plan to get rid of it. But if any political party will 
aid its perpetuity, they must expect to be treated as sinners in general.

You cannot. Nay, you shall not, while the Constitution guarantees to 
us the liberty of speech, curtail the rights of the pulpit. To the Refor­
mation, under the agency of the Holy Spirit, and the Christian ministry, 
we are indebted for our liberties, and we know how te appreciate them.

We have the example of the Prophets before us, in our denunciations 
of political sins, and by the grace of God assisting us, the howling of po­
litical demagogues, even from the Senate chamber, shall not deter us from 
walking in their footsteps.

On this question at the present day, there is no neutral grounds. Neu­
trality is cowardice. Slavery must be sustained, or it must be crushed.-— 
We must have a laud of liberty, or ene of bondage. A nation, or a hostile 
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foe. The war clouds are over, us ; the furious storm is upon us ; the ship 
®f State- is loose upon the waves; shall she by the steady hand of freemen 
he safely landed in the harbor, or shall she be dashed upon the recks ?

What say ye, sons of the North, and ye loyal men of the South ? Let 
us have no neutrality, no compromise, no political quackery about this mat­
ter. Too many act as the quack doctor did, who was sent for when a 
viper had sunk its fangs into the side of a young lady. He had neither 
the courage, or the inclination to kill the monster, but commenced pour­
ing in the medicine, but left the serpent hanging there, saying, "It had a 
constitutional right to bite.” Just so with our political quacks, who want 
to cure this nation, but leave the viper hang, saying, “It has a constitu­
tional right.” Crush it. Crush the monster; for our country’s sake, for 
humanity’s sake, for heaven’s sake, crush slavery, and then cure the na­
tion. Suppress the rebellion, and we will have but one interest in the 
future.

9. We see the effects of Slavery in the present aspect of owr country,— 
Whether it was brought about by the abolitionists of the North, or by the 
traitors of the South, it is an undeniable faet, that slavery is the cause of 
this war. Had it not been for that accursed institution, our country to­
day would be in the enjoyment of peace. We admit that in some respects 
the North is the cause of this war, but it is because the North is unwilling 
longer to act the part of cowards, and submit to the will of the negro­
driver.

Probably there are net three hundred thousand actual slave-holders 
in this country, and yet they have ruled the nation, and now when 
they can rule it no longer, they would ruin it. Up to the commencement 
of the present administration, the Presidency had been in the hands of 
Seuthem men forty-eight years, Northern men 23. Speaker of the House, 
Southern men, 48 years ; Northern men, 25 years. Secretary of State, 
Southern men, 40 years ; Northern men, 29. Attorney General, Southern 
men, 42 years; Northern men, 27. The rnfflority of the Judges of the Su­
preme Court are Southern men. (Helper.)

Slavery has given the South some thirty votes in the Houss of Repre­
sentatives, that they otherwise would not have had. Thus placing the 
negro on an equality with nearly three hundred thousand voters in the 
North, and compelling him by proxy to vote for his own enslavement.— 
Think of this : before this rebellion there were thirty of the “Southern gen­
tlemen” in Congress, the representatives of the negro population of the 
South, casting their votes against the freemen of th# North, to make them 
slave catchers. This is more negro equality than I like, but if their votes 
could be only cast against those weak-minded men, who glory in their 
shame, I would have no objections. In compliance with the will of pro­
slavery men, the Missouri Compromise was established. We yielded to 
the same power, and had it repealed. The Fugitive Slave Law was forced 
upon us, and now because we are unwilling longer to submit to this usur­
pation, the Southern rebels, and craven hearted cowards, accuse us of be­
ing the cause of this war.

No, sir, slavery has brutalized numbers in the South ; robbed them of 
humanity, and transformed them iato traitors. They have perjured them­
selves ; plundered the treasury; scattered the navy; trampled our proud 
emblem of liberty in the mud, and then arrayed themselves in battle 
against the government. Men, because they refused to fight against this 
Union, have been shot down in their own doors, and their wives com­
pelled to drag them into the house, by the hair of ths head. Women have 
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been whipped, because they loved the old flag. Union men hav^eer 
tied to logs, and flogged until the blood oozed from every pore coheir 
backs. Some have been bound to trees, and their bowels and breast cut 
out. Even the tombfr of our brave soldiers have not been sacred, but. 
their bones have been taken for trinkets, and their sculls for soap dishes. 
Rebels returning to Tennessee carried the dried heads of our brave coun­
trymen through the streets by th® beards. Why all this 7 Answer: to 
defend slavery ; and the man who pleads for slavery, pleads for just Buch 
men.*

But go to yonder battle field ; behold the deadly conflict; the ground 
trembles with the thunder of artillery; the burnished steel glitters in the 
sunlight; hosts of armed men move in dark columns. The combat deepens 
the maddened steed covered with foam rushes to the scene ; blood flows in 
torrents ; the ground is covered with the dead and dying, and as the <•«>- 
flict dies away, the air is burdened with the cries of agony. Who are 
those blackened creatures, strewed upon the ground ; the victims of hor­
rid war ; some are dead, some are dying; stern vengeance is pictured on 
the countenance of some ; others are bathed in tears ; some grasp the 
deadly musket; others press a memento of love to the lips. These are 
your husbands, sons, and brothers. Eighteen months ago, your home 
was happy. Now desolation reigns. What has caused it 7 Answer : 
Slavery. Go to yon resting place of the dead ; look down into its silent 
depths; behold the forms yon loved so well, mouldering in corruption; 
that eye beholds you not; those lips return no pressure ; the heart beats 
not; that hand moves not; that tongue that used to whisper wife, sister, 
father, or mother, is silent in the grave.

They died from home. You were not there to receive the parting kiss, 
or to wipe the death dew from the brow. The last words lisped may have 
been your name, but you heard it not. Ask the question why 7 And 
from the gloomy abode of the dead, in gutteral tones, comes the response, 
Slavery. And after all this suffering, and bloodshed, shall slavery be saved ? 
It should be sunk a million of fathoms below the lowest hell; and would 
be, but for pro-slavery men in the North, who sympathize with the mur­
derers of our sons and brothers. Go, tell the traitors how well you served 
them, by pleading for that institution for which they were fighting. Go, 
lick the dust of the feet of those who call you the “mud sills,” and “greasy 
mechanics" of the North. Go, embrace those whose hands are red with 
the blood of your neighbors. Go, save the institution of slavery, if you 
can, and bring the eternal vengeance of Jehovah upon this nation again.

Will you do it 7 Heaven forbid that you should longer plead for an in­
stitution of this kind.

A letter that probably was not written.
Anonymous Co., Guess Where P. O., July 4, ’62. 

Our Veby Dear Jeff. :
Most Honored Sir:—We have long thought it our duty to address you 

On a subject deeply interesting to us both, and let yen know how we work 
things up here. You knew that less than two years ago we were all breth­
ren, belonging to the same great political party, and although we would 
not effend you, yet we do think that you were a little naughty, in going 
off from us as you did. Had you remained, the Lincolnites would never 
have got into power, and you know you could have had things pretty much 
your own way, as you have always had, but as it is, we fear we are ruined. 
The most of these whom we used to think the most intelligent in our party, 

*Nor».—When tMjwaj said, on* man arese (ayins, ‘'It ia a lie," aa<l left the oon^regation.
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are finally attached to the despotic Union, and many of them are becom­
ing ra^Sly abolitionized. That name Which was formerly a stigma in the 
North, has lost its terror, and will not answer our purpose in electioneer­
ing any more. ..

We are all Union men, or profess to be, and you may rest assured that 
we are great sticklers for one or two clauses of the Constitution. Yet we 
are willing that that instrument should be changed, so that you could take 
your slaves just where you please. We support that paper that condemns 
the administration, and calls Lincoln an “Infamous tyrant.” We opposed 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, and the law to keep 
the Territories free. We did all we could against the Confiscation Bill, 
and war tax, and as to arming the negroes, or putting them to work on 
our fortifications, we think it outrageous. They should be returned to their 
masters, so that they could raise corn for your army, or build your forti­
fications. We are working onr card as well as we can. Many of our peo­
ple are tired of the war, and although you know the Union went to sticks 
under our administration, we are telling the people that we alone can 
save it, and we tell you we are succeeding finely. If nothing happens all 
will go right. Many in our country hate the negro, and we collect all the 
old stories of negro outrage—probably half of them committed by white 
men, blackened—and publish them in the papers, and we tell you they 
make a sensation. If there is a speech published condemning the party 
in power, we do all we can to circulate it. We condemn the Abolitionists 
of the North for being the cause of the war, but sometimes, for appearance 
sake, we link you in along. We will not listen to any person who speaks 
against your “peculiar institution,” and are particularly hard on political 
clergymen. But we won't tell you how we use them, for fear it would 
fall even below Southern chivalry.

But we have some heard things to bear. It was cast up to us some 
time ago, that out of the fifteen Governors belonging to our party eighteen 
months ago, some ten or twelve of them have turned traitors, and you 
know we could not deny it. Some have pointed us to the Five Points 
Precinct, New York City, the most degraded place in the North, but 
which in 1856 gave our party 574 votes, and the other but 16, and inti­
mated that we had many such in our party. There stood the figures, we 
could not deny it. Some say that hereafter people will think before they 
vote, and not be led by party names. We fear that such will be the case, 
and if they do, we are ruined.

Now, dear Jeff., what is the difference between ua ? After this war is 
over can we not be brethren ?

With all due respect, we arc your most obe’t servants.



APPEND I X.

1. For the want of space I have omitted the quotations from our 
Statesmen, &c., with the comments upon them. Although these gentle­
men were connected with slavery, they deplored its existence. Our beloved 
Washington declared that it was among his first wishes, to see some plan 
adopted by which slavery, in this country, may be abolished by law.— 
Again, ne says he would be happy to join in so laudable work, as the 
abolition of slavery. He was not only abolition in theory, but in practice, 
for he emancipated his slaves.

The profound Jefferson says, “Nothing is more certainly written in the 
Book of Fate, than that this people shall be free.” We believe it, but 
apostate sons of noble sires, are doing all they can against it

2. I could not find the Custom House Receipts at the time of writing, 
on the wealth of our country, and as the amount had been disputed, i did 
not wish to rely on my memory. I here present them for 1854.

Free States,......................................................................... $60,010,489
Slave States,...............................   5,136,969

Balance in favor of freedom,.......................................... $54,813,520
This shows who has paid the expenses of this Government.
3. It will be discovered that the last discourse is not only designed to 

vindicate the Bible from pro-slavery slander, but that it is also aimed at 
those who are opposed to discussing this subject. This I cannot fully ex­
plain, but had the reader been in my place, I believe he would have thought 
it necessary. Having sent my Preface to the Press before my last dis­
course wos delivered, I must here put on record another of those low, 
mean, despicable attempts of unprincipled pro-slaveryites, to debar us of 
liberty of speech. Things in the shape of men, have gone along the road, 
howling that I dare not preach my sermon, or I would be egged, and 
when the congregation assembled in the grove, in the morning, to hear 
my last disconrse, they found the stand and seats smeared with cow dung. 
Who would think that in this enlightened age, in this free country, any 
persons were so god-forsaken, so abandoned, so far beneath the dignity of 
even the negro, whom they would enslave, as to do a thing of that kind. 
That is pro-slavery argument, the best they have got. But there is a 
bright side even to this, which I must not pass without noticing. Some 
of those who have been thought pro-slavery, cleaned the stand before I 
arrived, furnished chairs, and made everything comfortable, and I hope 
that they and all other respectable men, will leave the low, contemptible 
crowd, and come out on the side of freedom.

All this occurred before my second sermon was heard. Read the first, 
and judge of the character of the persons.

There are defects in these discourses, which could have been avoided, had 
ny time and health permitted me to re-write them.
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