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For the most part, there is very little television coverage of lowa's minority
population in general and more specifically of Blacks. Therefore, WOI-TV
approached the Cooperative Extension Service and requested my input on a
project on Blacks in Des Moines. In May | began my earnest quest of
researching the topic. Weeks were spent at the Historical Library and the
Des Moines Register. The most beneficial sources of information came from

a W.P.A. project on Blacks in lowa and a number of copies of the Annals of
lowa which featured Blacks. Pictures were not abundant. Betty Lou Varnum
interviewed me on her IOWA EDITION program where 1 made a plea for historical
pictures of Blacks in Des Moines. With the aid of two students, | was able
to find some vintage films from the Parks Library special collection and was
also put in touch with the widow of a Des Moines native who had collected

at least twenty sixty-pound scrapbooks pertaining to Blacks over a thirty-
year period of time. Research can be like a good Agatha Christy novel.

As the deadline approached, | discovered many missing pieces to this
historical puzzle. The workload was enormous, but gratifying. Cameraman/
Editor/Director Dennis Goodrich was certifiably "burnt out" at projects'

end. As for myself, | was elated, exhilarated and had forgotten my

first name.

Owned and Operated by IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY ol Science and Technology
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OBJECTIVES;

The central objective over and beyond meeting a deadline was to inform

all lowans of the many contributions that Blacks had made to the city

of Des Moines. Few knew that York, a slave, had risen to the status of
food-gatherer and guide on the 1804 Lewis and Clark expedition; thus making
him the first Black to have stepped foot on lowa soil. During territorial
days, two Black-women slaves became the Tfirst Black residents of Des Moines.
Nor were many aware that the Underground Railroad flourished in lowa and
had many prominent white supporters in Des Moines. Were they aware that
the East 14th Street viaduct was built by a Black man...that the nationally
distributed "H&H" soap was created by a Black man...that a Black woman was
largely responsible for the desegregation of eating establishments in

Des Moines? The tendency nowdays is to report "down" or negative stories
about Blacks. This 30-minute special which mushroomed into a one-hour
documentary moved many to tears, filled hearts with pride and erased

a good many stereotypes concerning Blacks.

PROGRAM RESPONSE

Perhaps the most gratifying result of this venture was the community partici-
pation that sprang-up to promote the program. | designed a brochure to
publicize the program and WOl sent it to all the public schools in It’s
viewing area. | have a LIFE FORCE mailing list of some three hundred
persons and organizations. But that was not enough. | drove around

with packets of flyers and delivered them to churches, clubs and other
groups. My family organized other members of the community and at

their own expense mailed and/or hand delivered the materials. In an

unprecedented move, WOl set aside a one-hour, prime time slot on
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September 10. The response was overwhelming! A xeroxed copy of the
calls, cards and letters that were sent to me or the station is attached.
Some of those who responded were: George Carpenter, former vice president
of Palmer Communications and the new head of lowa Public Television:

"Your outstanding program...was well researched, well produced, well
delivered and professional in all aspects." Barbara Mack, General counsel
of the Des Moines Register wrote: ™"Its one of the best pieces of local
television I've ever seen, and 1 hope that 'Voices Seldom Heard' is an

Emmy candidate. Dave Rhein, Register TV editor included in his review:
"Bravo to Williams and her crew for creating and nuturing this project,
and bravo to WOl for finding a prime-time spot for a valuable history

lesson."

Thus far, copies of the program have been given to the Des Moines Chamber
of Commerce, the Des Moines Public Schools, the Social Security Office,
the Des Moines Bystander, lowa State's Telecommunicative Arts Department,
the Y.W.C.A., the English/Women Studies Department and a copy will be

presented to the Historical Museum's ad hoc Black Heritage Research

committee.

The Department of Public Instruction sent a petition with over thirty

signhatures requesting the program's rebroadcast. In honor of Martin
Luther King's birthday, this will, indeed, happen on Sunday, January 12

at 1:30 p.m.
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Documentation Illlustrating the Impact of the Program
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EVENING PROGRAMMING
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Unique look at black D.M.

Black Des Moines: Voices Seldom Heard (WO1 at 7) is a local televi-
sion production whose time is long overdue. WOI has cleared an hour of
prime time to present a unique look at the history of blacks in the Des
Moines area.

Verda Williams, the driving force
behind lowa State University’s “Life
Force” specials that air occasionally
on WOI, wrote, produced and nar-
rates this one-hour special that
chronicles the history of blacks in
Des Moines from the mid-1800s to
the present. Using an extraordinary
collection of old photos and film
clips, the history of blacks comes alive — from their first appearance
in his area via the underground railway before the Civil War to dealing
with emotional issues of the present day such as urban renewal.

Highlights of the history lesson include:

= Wonderful pictures that go back to the late 1800s that show Des
Moines-area black neighborhoods and businesses.

= The beginnings of the lowa Bystander, which began publishing in
1894, and the family that operated the newspaper for SO years.

« First-hand recollections of the black experience in Des Moines
during the 1920s and ’30s from conversations with several prominent
leaders of the time.

= A tour down the Center Street black business district of the 1940s
and ’'50 and the opening of Willkie House in 1951.

Bravo to Williams and her crew for creating and nurturing this proj-
ect, and bravo to WOI for finding a prime-time spot for a valuable

history lesson.

Around the dial

“The Gambler. The Adventure Continues,” conclusion (CBS at 7).
Hawkes, Montana and Kate (Kenny Rogers, Bruce Boxleitner and
Linda Evans) join forces to track down the McCourt gang and rescue
Hawkes’ son. Also in the cast are Mitchell Ryan and Gregory Sierra.

Nova (IPT at 7). “Conquest of the Parasites” looks at parasitic dis-
eases that can cause death in some cases and how scientists are bat-
tling them. Rerun.

“The Far Pavilions,” part one (KCBR at 8). A British officer (Ben
Cross) learns he is a native of India and returns there to find his child-
hood sweetheart and plenty of adventure. Also stars Amy Irving. (Con-
tinues Wednesday and Thursday.)

Moonlighting (ABC at 8). Maddie and David are baffled when a
deadbeat they were trying to collect money from is really dead, then
his bodv disappears. Rerun.

Remington Steele (NBC at 9). Steele invents a case to lure Laura to
San Francisco, but it soon turns into a real murder investigation. Re-
run.

Evening at Pops (IPT at 10). A repeat of Sunday night's program
featuring jazz and classical trumpeter Wynton Marsalis and singer
Sarah Vaughn. Rerun.

Scribbles and scraps

= The first all-night-game World Series begins Oct. 19 in the Ameri-
can League city. If the Series goes the full seven games, it will end Oct.
27 (baring rain-outs) in the American League City. Should Toronto win
its division and then the American League pennant, players and fans
may have to break out the long underwear — and snowshoes.

= Carroll O’Connor and Sally Struthers, who played father and
daughter on “All in the Family,” will be reunited in an animated
Christmas special titled “The GLOWfriends’ Safe Christmas.” O’Con-
nor will be the voice of Santa Claus and Struthers will be the voice ofa
wicked witch.



lowa State Universitij of science and Technology | Ames, lowa 50011

College of Sciences and Humanities
Office of the Dean
208 Carver Hall

Telephone 515-294-7740

February 11, 1986

Verda Williams
Information Services
105 Morrill

Dear Ms. Williams:

Dr. Kathy Hickok, Chair of Women's Studies, tells me that you were
one of many people who have served as a Guest-Lecturer for WS 301X
during Fall term, 1985. We appreciate your good services and want
to encourge your continued association with our Women's Studies
Program.

Thank you very much!

Sincerely,

William H. Kelly
Dean

WHK/It
cc: Dr. Hickok






This comedian deserves all the respect he receives

By BART HAYNES
B«SW»r StM Wrtter

There is really only one reason to watch
“The George Baras 90th Birthday Special”
(CBS at 7). Respect Respect for a man who
started life in the last century and still has
more energy than most teen-agers. Respect
for a fourth-grade dropout who has succeeded
in life. And most of all, respect for a man who
has given us so many years of great entertain-
ment. And if you need more convincing, just
look at the alternative programming on the
other networks. So why not join Burns and his
guests, Ann-Margret, Diahann Carroll, Billy
Crystal, John Denver, John Forsythe and Wal-
ter Matthau. It will make you feel young
again.

As for the rest of the evening, it's pretty
much your standard fare. Here’s a look at the
highlights.

Around the dial

Dallas” (CBS at 8). J.R. learns that blood
matching indicates that Jack and Jamie had
the same parents, which gives him an entirely
new perspective in his dealings with Angelica
and the Marinos deal. Jamie’s condition
remains critical. Ellie finds out what is trou-
bling Clayton and takes it on herself to save

TVTONIGHT

him. And Pam decides to visit Matt's emerald
mine.

“Market to Market” (IPT at 8). Tonight's
program will focus on the likely announce-
ment of a new secretary of agriculture to re-
place John Block, and the announcement of
the 1986 farm programs.

"Knight Rider” (NBC at 8). Michael Knight
and KITT head to timber country when distin-
guished FLAG patrons are threatened by a
chain saw-wielding madman, and stumble up-
on some dirty dealing that raises the question
of who the real villain is.

“Falcon Crest” (CBS at 9). Robin disap-
pears while Chase rejects an offer of alliance
from Richard. Jordan meets with her father
and Emma and Dwayne set a date for their
marriage.

“Miami Vice” (NBC at 9). Crockett and
Tubbs use confiscated cocaine as the bait to
set a trap to capture some murderous drug
dealers.

“Friday Night Videos” (NBC at 11:30). The
world premiere of “Stop the Madness,” a mu-
sic video dedicated to drug abuse prevention
and featuring First Lady Nancy Reagan, will
be presented. John Larroquette and Markie
Post of “Night Court” will be the guest hosts
of this edition, which also will spotlight the
video “I'm Your Man” by Wham!.

Scribbles and scraps

F"" = Apologies are due viewers and the staff of |

J WOI-TV for an error in last weekend’s col-!

f

'

1

umn. | inadvertently listed the program
“Black Des Moines: Voices Seldom Heard” as.
appearing on IPT. Itdidn’t. Itwas on WOI-TV. |
I hope viewers discovered this mistake and |

had an opportunity to see this excellent docu- |
mentary. And | hope WOI-TV will forgive me '

, for taking away their much-deserved credit j

for the creation of this insightful program. As «
the powers at lowa State University battle to |
retain ownership of WOI-TV, they should be !
sure to arm themselves with a tape of this pro-;
gram.

= Today is the day that Des Moines televi-
son station KCBR officially changes its call
letters to KDSM.
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TO

?ROM

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

of Science and Technology

January 10, 1985
Verda L. Williams

105 Morrill

Bill Lee

204 Library

All fall, | intended to write to you and tell you how impressed
I was with your program, Black Des Moines. Voices Seldom Heard.
The production was outstanding. | commend you for your efforts.

I hope that WOI will rebroadcast the program, with appropriate
advance announcements of the showing.

Are video tape copies being made available to others? Libraries
and schools would certainly be interested in having copies for
viewing on demand and for historical, archival purposes.



OATI

TO

from

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

of Science and Technology

November 8, 1985

Joyce Samuels

Verda L. Williams

SITUATION;

4
For the most part, there is very little television coverage of lowa’s minority
population in general and more specifically of Blacks. Therefore, WOI-TV
approached the Cooperative Extension Service and requested my input on a
project on Blacks in Des Moines. The original concept entailed a 5-part
news series with a 30-minute special to follow when | was in hiatus from
the Life Force series. WOl reporter Beverly Fisher and | taped a number
of long-time residents of Des Moines on a very cold, wintry January day.
Because the station wanted the news series to air during the "sweeps" (ratings)
period, we had very little time to thoroughly research the program and
shoot cover visuals. Beverly produced five, short segments that were later
repeated in the spring. Sometime in May, | began my earnest quest of
researching the topic. Weeks were spent at the Historical library and the
Des Moines Register. The most beneficial sources of information came from
a W.P.A. project on Blacks in lowa and a number of copies of the Annals of
lowa which featured Blacks. Pictures were not abundant. Betty Lou Varnum
interviewed me on her IOWA EDITION program where | made a plea for historical
pictures of Blacks in Des Moines. With the aid of two students, | was able
to find some vintage films from the Parks library special collection and was
also put in touch with the widow of a Des Moines native who had collected
at least twenty sixty-pound scrapbooks pertaining to Blacks over a thirty-
year period of time. Research can be like a good Agatha Christy novel.
As the deadline approached, | discovered many missing pieces to this
historical puzzle. The workload was enormous, but gratifying. There
was every possibility that | would lose my vacation time if | did not
accelerate into overdrive. Cameraman/Editor/Director Dennis Goodrich was
certifiably "burnt out" at projects’ end. As for myself, 1 was elated,
exhilarated and had forgotten my first name.

OBJECTIVES:

The central objective over and beyond meeting a deadline was to inform

all lowans of the many contributions that Blacks had made to the city

of Des Moines. Few knew that York, a slave, had risen to the status of
food—gatherer and guide on the 1804 Lewis and Clark expedition; thus making
him the first Black to have stepped foot on lowa soil. During territorial
days, two Black-women slaves became the Tfirst Black residents of Des Moines.
Nor were many aware that the Underground railroad flourished in lowa and

had many prominent white supporters in Des Moines. Were they aware that
the East 14th street viaduct was built by a Black man...that the nationally



distributed "H&H" soap was created by a Black man...that a Black woman was
largely responsible for the desegregation of eating establishments in

Des Moines? The tendency nowdays is to report "down" or negative stories
about Blacks. This 30-minute special which mushroomed into a one-hour
documentary moved many to tears, filled hearts with pride and erased

a good many stereotypes concerning Blacks.

PROGRAM RESPONSE:

Perhaps the most gratifying result of this venture was the community partici-
pation that sprang-up to promote the program. | designed a brochure to
publicize the program and WOl sent it to all the public schools in its viewing
area. | have a LIFE FORCE mailing list of some three hundred persons and
organizations. But that was not enough. | drove around with packets of
flyers and delivered them to churches, clubs and other groups. My family
organized other members of the community and at their own expense mailed
and/or hand delivered the materials. In an unprecedented move, WOl set

aside a one-hour, prime time slot on September 10th. The response was
overwhelming! A xeroxed copy of the calls, cards and letters that were

sent to me or the station is attached. Some of those who responded were:
George Carpenter, former vice president of Palmer Communications and the

new head of lowa Public Television: "Your outstanding program...was well
researched, well produced, well delivered and professional in all aspects.”
Barbara Mack, general counsel of the Des Moines Register wrote: "lts one of
the best pieces of local television I’ve ever seen, and | hope that "Voices
Seldom Heard"” is an Emmy candidate.”* Dave Rhein, Register TV editor included
in his review: "Bravo to Williams and her crew for creating and nurturing
this project, and bravo to WOI for finding a prime-time spot for a valuable
history lesson."

Thus far, copies of the program have been given to the Des Moines Chamber

of Commerce, the Des Moines Public Schools, the Social Security Office,

the Des Moines Bystander, lowa State's Telecommunicative Arts Department,

the YW.C.A, the English/Women Studies Department and a copy will be
presented to the Historical Museum's ad hoc Black Heritage Research committee.

The Department of Public Instruction sent a petition with over thirty
signatures requesting the program's rebroadcast. In honor of Martin
Luther King's birthday, this will, indeed, happen on Sunday, January 12 at
1:30 p.m.

In conclusion, there could be no better indicators for this type of
programming. VOICES SELDOM HEARD are screaming for release.



Office of the

IOW ASs>» state Historical Society

402 lowa Ave. lowa City, lowa 52240 (319) 338-5471

November 20, 1985

Verda L. Williams
WOI-TV
Ames, lowa 50011

Dear Ms. Williams,

We are very interested in your program, Black Des Moines; voices seldom
heard. Is it possible for us to acquire a copy of the program for use in
our library? We have a VHS video recorder available for patron use but we
are also willing to provide archival storage for the tape. We will not
circulate the tape outside our building as we are primarily interested in
preserving a valuable research product.

Please let me know what costs are involved in duplicating the program
or if you have already made plans to deposit copies elsewhere. We hope you

will consider sharing this important resource with our library. 1 wish more
lowans were producing programs like this.

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,

Mary Bennett
Photo Archivist



December 6, 1985

Mary Bennett

IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT
402 lowa Avenue

lowa City, lowa 52240

Dear Ms. Bennett:

It is quite a compliment to receive your request for a copy
of Black. Des Moines: Voices Seldom Heard. As you may or may not
know, several members of your staff were exceedingly helpful in
making this production a reality: Christie Dailey, Mary Homeier,
Soudi Janssens and Jack Lufkin. WOI-TV has been most benevolent
in honoring requests for tapes of the program. Betty Lou Varnum
has had a VHS copy made for your use.

Once again, | thank you for your request. It makes all of
the long hours of research and production worthwhile and 1, per-
haps foolishly, feel a part of lowa’s history.

Respectfully,

Verda L. Williams
Producer

BLACK DES MOINES:
VOICES SELDOM HEARD



Jim Duncan
8129 GRAND AVE.
DES MOINES. IOWA 80912

Nov. 6, 1985

Dear Verda,

Loved your show. Will be getting the tape back to you.
At any time in your research did you run into the name of
Jack Smith;

In the fall of 1929, | was doing my first role at Drake-
Dr. Nicholas Agi in THE SWAN, and Fiderlick was nearly
driving me up a wall. An older friend had alerted me.

He had worked with Fiderlick’s predecessor, Paquin, who
went on to direct for Ralph Bellamy’s company then in

Des Moines. Fiderlick had given him the willies and altho
still on campus, he was confining his acting only to the
Bellamys.

Fiderlick would run and grab your palm and try to read it.
I was anxious to give the man anything he wanted if 1 could
only figure out what it was. Anyhow Jack Smith had been
doing the Devil Dance in the Emperor Jones company and when
his mother became ill in Des Moines, he returned. Jack came
around to rehearsals and told me | was all right, to not be
bothered. We even had an occasional illegal snifter together.
I recall one time his asking me to check as to whether he
would be welcome in a restaurant in Dogtown. 1 was assured
he was. Before the year was out he was at Drake and did the
title role in D4PEROR JONES and Harlan Miller's review was,
"Jack Smith is the finest actor in lowa, white or black."
When I came back to Des Moines in 1950 he was doing the
Black Show on the ethnic minded KWKY, but he was gone before

we made contact. | recall seeing a story about his doing



a role at the University of lowa theatre and hia work was
well reviewed.

He was, of course, very talented and a very fine person.

Won’t somebody at WOI put you up for an award on that
show?



IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

of Science and Technology

I have just finished viewing, "Black Des Moines: Voices Seldom
Heard." The program was exceptionally well done and represents the type of
programming for which a university-related television station should be known.
I can only add my voice to what should be a chorus of commentary in approval

of the project effort. '

/sjb

cc: Dean Robert Crom
Mr. David Lendt
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IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

of Science and Technology

September 11, 1985

Verda Williams

Keith K. Ketcham

Verda, | just want to take this opportunity to give you my
heartfelt thanks for a job well done on your recent documentary

"Voices Seldom Heard."

it was an excellent production equal in quality
to any network documentary. | know you've spent many, many hours

with this program and for that we thank you. I'm sure as the
year goes by, we'll find this show to be a top award winner.

In my estimation,

KKK:dk

cc: Jim Hamilton
Dave Lendt
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TO

from

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

of Sclonco and Technology

September 11, 1985
Verda Williams

Beverly Fisher
Betty Lou Varnum

Janis E. Marvin
RE: Audience Response to "Black Des Moines-Voices Seldom Heard"
via the Telephone on September 10, 1985.

Thought you might be interested in reading the telephone sheet
from last night and the comments concerning "Black Des Moines."

Here's a copy.

Again, many congratulations on an excellent program, one which
you should be very proud and certainly the station is very proud.

Thanks.
Jan

JEM:dk
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Dr. David Lendt, Director
Information Service

Forrill Hall, ISU ' .1,
ARES, IA 50011 ; !

Dear Dave, %‘"sz"' > 7>
CONGRATULATIONS— to the

: encouraging”®yerda * 2
Serwciree f d

] i . .
mgﬁdgug\’\ﬂpc%uotlon'task ,of b k'history in, De«, &=
that

to Wol-Tv Mmanagement for

most' of all to Verda™Williams'*ho jKyjre” '
it merited, and

soul into that'production.@6 wyll;asdyremendaus 11
mind, heart and

amounts of personal energy

_ I es Seldom Heard is impressive .television. "J
Black. Des Moines«-Voices

proud of Extension;and”SUrthan last night.. ;.
I was never more |

_ could not have been;odiwed >ny, ot™ pl<e .
That unique show

than where suoA a .ojjmbination. of educational resources ,is ;
assembled- lowa S™e Hniversit, with~ed . at™"™"is on.
station’, the'Extension Service with Its .broadm educational miss on

and its wise' administrators'who aUow NIndividual initiative. ...

and the
the black, communityt

1 J-; f u

Well Donel j,Well. P0->T,

i1zC ) t
Leon E. Thompson

t
ccj Verda Williams.i
Bob Helmers |
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Sfah' ®wfnriral Sppartrnriit

East 12th and Grand Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50319

(Office of tl|C “Executive "Director

September 11, 1985

Verda L. Williams
WOI-TV
Ames, 1A 50011

Dear Verda:

I wrote the enclosed letter to you last night after the program,
BLACK DES MOINES—VOICES SELDOM HEARD. It got to be rather
late—about 11:00—but I wanted to write while the program was
fresh in my mind.

Again, Congratulations!

Sincerely,

Mary Hcmeier
Photo Collection k)









& Assistant to Vice President
for Student Affairs

301 Beardshear Hail
Telephone 515-294-6338

September 12, 1985

Verde L. Williams
Information Specialist
Information Service
105 Morrill Hall, ISl
Ames, |A 50011

Dear Ms. Williams:
The television program "Blacks in Des Moines" was excellent. | think
it should be reviewed by all persons in the state of lowa and at some point

made a part of our teaching and learning series.

Keep up the good work.

GAJ/mjaj

cc: David L. Lendt



DATE: Sept 1985

TO: Verda L. Williams

FROM: Bob Helmers

Re: Black Des Moines Voices Seldom Heard
Outstanding!!!

Fantastic!l!!

Thank You !l

cc Jim Hamilton
David Lendt
Keith Ketcham



IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY



2800 Fleur Dr., 84-Al 15
Des Moines, 1A 50321
September 11, 1985

Ms. Verda Williams
WO1-1V
AMES, 1A 50011

Dear Ms. Williams:
You and WO1-TV are to be [ji8hly commended loathe Scomber 10

presentation entitled "Black ™ _""(‘Service to the city community as

a
provided a useful and needed rihn+lon to the Black community, and
whole, made a most valuable contribution to the

and general
should be of great use to teachers of B”ack”wome And though the
American history courses ™lLies Tt provides a framework for the
focus was primarily upon Des Moines, it provioet,
broader history of Black lowans in general

Covering such atoplc in less .than one hour does
hat™it*wasdlfficiiTt W decide what 1O cut

problems, and 1 am Sur@\re thole Unfamiliar with Garvey’s UNIA going to
and what to include,

-flae?
understand the rééaygmsmtahﬂargl lﬁwosthEWhlte watc%ers angqetomci/rgﬁ Sg’r
backed by music.

Blacks as well.

|
I certainly do not mean to qu'bﬁistor Fg(r)uég;’erg{ geagate
uMversity°?n SlnolL.o"8%’ Y s theC:I
| an
mBlack Des Moines"

otr{er? hadlto_mlakte alr a
gets from legislatogs and

prime quality program g |r_1 prime  time. thanks

congratulations!

Sincerely,

Kenneth Acrea



Dau

to

FROM

IOWA SUIE UNIVERSITY

of Science and Technology

September 13, 1985

Ms. Verda Williams
Information Specialist

105 Morrill Hall

Charles L. Samuels
Affirmative Action officer
214 Beardshear

RE: "Blacks in Des Moines: Voices Seldom Heard"

. to vou. to the ISU Information
Just a note £ faRysy my appreciatjion you, . ..00
. 1- or airing the above program this week.

Service, and to I— -

. o I have read several articles in the
) Durln_g my tvv_elve yeafg\N'q'\/A‘B}%Sgrams on Blacks in Des Moines. None
print media and viewed a well researched or well presented as your
to date, however, have been as

documentary.

Thames again for *

"BlaXxX”"
market for suggestions .
lowa States The Early 7>~ "&r a7~ -gh-
the Ames community and
lighted.
CLS/ve

ccs Dr. David Lendt
Mr. Keith Ketcham
Dean Robert Crom



JJmua

Ujtutiirtral Hrpartnwiti

East 12th and Grand Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50319

Historical Library

Sept. 11, 1985

Ms. Verda L. Williams
Producer/Writer
Cooperative Extension Service
lowa State University

of Science and Technology
Ames, lowa 50011

Dear Verda:

Congratulations. Congratulations. Well done!
Yesterday | watched Black Des Moines from the very begin"

ning to the end. Your ?rogram was well organized and pro
anJ very Informative. learnt a loj from It. You must have

spent almost a year to prepare such'documentary, but it
well worthed.

Thank you for the letter<the leaflets you sent me to inform me
about the program. You should not be apologetic about not
using all the materials from the library. This is usually

the case with me. Whenever | do research for any reason,
I gather information two or three times more than what is

necessary. It is always good to be on the safe side.

Verda, It was really nice working with you. »an""f X
experience, plus seeing your program, made me really
part of Black Des Moines: Voices Seldom HeardL

We all watched the program last night and ®b<="ere

this morning in the office. AIll very nice comments. There
a™e some people who could not see 1t for different reasons

working, etc.) Is there anyway that this program be replayed
again in future? If yes, many will be happy.

Verda, If | can be of any assistance to you for y°ur\ fut™e
programs, please do not hesitate to oontact me. Thanks again

and we are proud of you and your work.

Sincerely

Soudi Janssens
Manuscript Librarian

Tel.: (515) 281-5A72



O©AT«

TO

FROM

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

of Sclmci and Technology

September 11, 1985

Ms. Verda L. Williams
Information Specialist
Information Service
105 Morrill Hall

Frederick L. Hite, Project Manager
Minority Business and Development Center
Center for industrial Research and Service
205 Engineering Annex

Dear Ms. Williams:
I certainly enjoyed ygur program, "Black Des Moines:

Voices Seldom Heard,” on WOI TV Tuesday evening. Your
program accurately protrayed the plight of black people in

Des Moines as well as in America.

I feel this program did much to enlighten the community on
the problems facing minorities, and was very tastefully
done.

Wishing you the very best.

vC



STATE OF IOWA +« DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

GRIMES STATE OFFICE BUILDING e« DES MOINES, IOWA 50319

ROBERT D. BENTON. E<I.D.,, STATE SUPERINTENDENT

David Il IV'chlei, M S,, Administrative Assistant
Iowa JAMES E. MITCHELL, Ph.D., DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT

a | c lo p,/OW

September 11, 1985

Ms. Verda Williams
WOl TV

lowa State University
Ames, lowa 50010

Dear Ms. Williams:

I am writing in admiration of the program alr« the evening of September
10, 1985 on Blacks in lowa. Due to a demanding schedule, | was no
view the program.

Nonetheless, my eo-workera -pressed sheer delight end rekindled under-

Scoding of — pligbt“fMae™Itltens

you success
educational programs.

t-Vio gtat | fervently embrace enli
As the race equity coMd E~——1 -g: % 3 fge

ssistance to you please
ening efforts such as thi Timothy Berry during Black

free to call. Las ml% nrnoram THere is such a lack

ﬁﬁ relve mput from th 5 PLpgram e

history month rec ssionals ‘on_minorities person-
N1 PIL: v« eS’\ItIonaIIy, politically and socially.

thtough

Maybe your next theme?
fi« thrs™NimMnot™oSbNMtNDNMIIXrorp”™\rNas

Inetrvctio”™would’ llke'to™btaln a copy of the video tape.

Towards equity,

Cyndy Reed-Stewart, Consultant
Educational Equity Section

CRS/cas
Attachment

cc: Janice Marvin, Program Director

Cyndy Reed-Stewart, M.Ed.

Educational Equity Consultant

State Department of Public Instruction

Grimes State Office Bldg. OFF: (515) 281-8582

Des Moines, lowa 50318 HM

. (516) 285-7780



STATE OF IOWA « DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

GRIMES STATE OFFICE BUILDING « DES MOINES, IOWA 50319

ROBERT D. BENTON, Ed.D., STATE SUPERINTENDENT

David Il. Rechtei, M. S., Administrative Assistant

JAMES E. MITCHELL, Ph D., DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT
;i | >huc lo p,n>w

DATE: September 11, 1985
TO: Verda Williams
FROM: Cyndy Reed-Stewart, Race Equity Consultant

SUBJECT: Re-airing of "History of Blacks in lowa

We the _undersigned, do hereb rge the program directors of WOl TV
to re-,Ir < ddo’\%arj "ngtor))/oﬁg lacks I[I)n qona" W|tht|n the next our

months. We endorse the aforementioned program to be a great asset to the
field of educational equity. Therefore, we recommend the footage be made
available to school districts and other interested parties.

cc: Janice Marvin, Program Director

Name Section
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WOI-JV/WOI Building, Ames, lowa 50011

iitfijiBiiiHiiwli!
Janis E. Marvin

Jo: Verda Williams Date: 9/13/85

—)
)

Here are a couple of letters we received
this week, We will send you any others
that might come iIn.

*

Thanks,

B MkS



1139 Maple
Evanston, IL 60202
September 11, 1985

Mr. Keith Ketchum
Station Manager

Wwol TV

Des Moines, IA 50312

Dear Mr. Ketchum:

Thank you for airing Verda Williams’ excellent documentary, "Black
Des Moines: Voices Seldom Heard,” on September 10, Watching it gave
me a feeling of pride in the black people of this city.-

Although it is so senseless, it seems that racism is still one of

thlg countev*s deepest problems And as one who has grown up in a
<< Hmm— <= 1= na

and have been less covered by TV.

Therefore, | found it helpfulpffacOeoplf disrassinTthe™

an interesting cross-section of black pep future—to hear

histories, personal experiences )c\)eople so often presume to know the
N B Y e Bl Y =t o AT = SR VAV oblermm, vhen it comes to racial

issues ¢
Thanks again t> r this fine program. Television needs more like it.

Sincerely,

Carol Christian

P.S. My apologiesfbr the typing.






IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

of Selene* end Technology

sata September 17, 1985

Verda Williams
Information Services
105 Morrill

PROM . 0
Augustine Pounds p
Dean of Students

I watched the program "Black Des Moines: Voices Seldom Heard
on Tuesday, September 10. You did a great job in combining
true history and drama! Oral history is exciting. | learned

a great deal about our early life as lowans.

Keep up the good work.

ks
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of Science and Technology Ames, lowa 50010

Television Service

WOI TV, Channel 5
September 16. 1985 Telephone 515-294-5555

Ms. Carol Christian
1139 Maple
Evanston, lllinois 60202

Dear Ms. Christian:

Thank you very much for your ettt ><<n"T™; ":VVe'r<ia wnliaraS'
documentaryy,'Black Des Moines: Voices Seldom Hear .

Williams to put this all together.

Needless to say, we were delighted at the results and
appreciate your comments very much.

Yours very truly,

Keith K. Ketcham
General Manager
WOl AM-FM-TV

KKK:dk



Palmer Communications Incorporated

Suite 1032. Carriere Building
601 Locust Street
Dee Moines, lowa 50309

(519) 24503754
GEORGE C. CARPENTER. Il
VICt FRtIIMNT

September 13, 1985

Ms. Verda Williams
WOI-TV
Ames, lowa 50010

Dear Ms. Williams:

Congratulations on your outstanding program earlier this week on the history of

blacks in Des Moines, It was clearly_well researched, well produ _ , .
ed and professional in all aspects.” This sort of effort is a credit to our ind-

ustry and certainly to our market.

Keep up le good work!

org”™ Carpenter

cc: Keith K.

WHO WHO.TV. KLYF. OH MOINES, IOWA « WOC. WOC.TV. KIIK. DAVENPORT, IOWA
WNOO, WCVU. NAPLES. FLORIDA « WTNT. WTNT-FM. TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
PALMER CASLEVISION. NAPLES. FLORIDA « COACHELLA VALLEY TELEVISION. PALM DESERT. CALIFORNIA



1139 Maple
Evanston, IL 60202
September 11, 1985

&t';l> ‘1— =y H Y ‘

R |'. 1

Ma. Verda Williams ! . ‘ 1
' ot - - - ‘k n ile

WOl TV <8 EE tr

2111 Grand Ave. I

Des Moines, IA 50312

Dear Ms. Williams: "

" j Moines; Voices
Thank you for that excellent documentary, Black Bed R
Seldom~eard.” It was well -searoho~end Informative|Waighing

it gave me p feeling oi pn

)
|

grew up iNn Des Moines and graduated N7 "N iiNNiIwve N im’Des Moines
town that fell to go to «oli®g

£ near the State Fairgrounds and |
_—

| g |

/\ti r—:/\/\/\

40 " ""trmM o T or this

, h It is 30 senseless, it seems tha™orJ®gS““oVup xxhMME&KxkfiX
= T L.aeepest?rlems.g And”s one w”"o ~tionali.ed, | some-»

society”where racism

tiimes forget, or am s™pgy pg™t~blacks end other racial minorities,

tage that™heeJd-tJ-os Nort“"have~eeke”~some N T ™Mwvis™™
thh™~thh ™to men,

Hn NN

. J “‘iscu future—-to hear those
and hopes for the~futur™”™

less covered by TV.

golution
histories. F€-onaltexperlenoeSp”-s”™ eorte”pr.sum.”j lasueB.
voices: seldom hGRLrstand the problem, i . _
before we even u— * 1 | programming oertalhly '"“eds
Thanks again Tor your fine ®WWwork. Televianoalso sending a note to the

way, '-----
more shows like this o By the Y
WOI station manager.

i
Sincerely,

Carol Christian

i o |An 4/\'
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Verda Williams
WOlI- TV
Ames, lowa, 50011
September 18, 1985

Dear Verdas

The show, "Black Des Moines - voices seldom heard" shown on WOI-IV
was excellent. You are to be commended for your work in researching
the connecting documentation wBch made itrrelevant for me.

I received telephone calls following the show from women "void of
color” who also thought it was well done. Every conunent from others
has been favorable.

It is my hope that you will be able to do more production in like areas.

S”™n”erely,

Catherine G. Williams



Des Moines Public Schools

Di t 1800 Grand Avenue
Méry Ly ones, Director Des Moines, lowa 50307
Office of Intercuhural Programs 515/284-7781

September 12, 1985

Verda L. Williams
WOI-TV
Ames, lowa 50011

Dear Verda:

Congratulations on the outstanding program, "Black Des Moines:

voices Seldom Heard." It presented a historical perspective that
was accurate and well-balanced. You did a fine job of showing the
Black Des Moines Community as it has never been done before. You
are a talented, Dbrilliant professional and |1 am extremely proud of

your accomplishments.

if at all oossible, | would be interested in using this program as
a part of our multicultural curriculum. | would appreciate hearing
from you. Thank you for creating this program.

Sincerely,

Mary Lynne Jones, Director
Office of Intercultural Programs

ps

"An Equal Opportunity Employer
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snnfflnr*Office of _
Continuing Education

Date  October 4, 1985 Activity ACCOLADES TO VERDA! 1!

Dear Verda:
Better late than never is my motto! I've been meaning to shower you with praise
ever since | experienced your production. It was really well done, Verda. |

had a meeting with Bob Helmers and Keith Ketcham shortly after "Black DesMoines —
Voices Seldom Heard" was shown and | did share my positive perceptions with them —

so therelll

YOU DONE GOOD!!

By



DES MOINES REGISTER AND TRIBUNE COMPANY
P.O. BOX 937. DES MOINES. IOWA 50304

September 18, 1985

Ms. Verda L. Williams
WOI-TV
Ames, lowa 50011

Dear Verda:

ronaratulations on a wonderful television program. |

found
hhP nroaram both entertaining and educational,

and frank without

Heard” i1s an Emmy candidate.
Best wishes for continued success in television production.

Sincerely,

BMM/keb
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DATE:

TO:

FROM:

JOWA STATE UHIVERSITY

«f Sdiici 1md Technology

July 22, 1985
Verda Williams

Dave Lendt

| keep hearing about your Black History project.
The gist of what I'm hearing is that it is going to be great.

And | also hear that you are about to break your already damaged back
in the effort!

That doesn't surprise me a lot. (I think we share some of the same not-
very-rational work habits. It goes something like this: Go like crazy,
crash, go like crazy, crash!)

I've talked with you already about my personal and professional interest in
this project.

Since I'm not in a very good position to lecture you on your work habits,
| just want to congratulate you for taking on this towering challenge, for
chewing away on it and for battling to create a significant addition to

our knowledge.

DLL:md



Vtesl Des Moines

United
Methodist

720 Grand Avenue
West Des Moines. lowa 50265

515-279-0826

MINISTERS:
William T. Miller
Robert W. Barrick
O. Ed Cooley. Emeritus
EDUCATION MINISTRIES:
Patricia L. Braynard



1Al

low State UmverSitij of Science and Technology Ames, lowa 50011

Financial Aid & Student Employment Office
12 Beardshear Hall

Ames, lowa 50011

(515)294-2223






COPY

Oct. 12, 1985

Ms. Betty Lou Varnum
WO I-TV

ISU Campus

Ames, |IA 50011

Dear Ms. Varnum:

| am writing to express m\apprecjation.foL"®kS™s1MoinesP"09%am
that Verda Willlafe produeeid a fewvieskag@oo.  Black Des moine .
This ..
It was

sPTrTas . fSetr

Women's Studies courses from now on.

and past history of women and minorities, and with her innovative
programming at WOI.

We are a very insular community in Ames, lowa, and 1,am 9rat®JYLon
my own beUal? an?for the sake of my students that Verda is here do.ng

the work she does.

Yours truly,

Kathleen Hickok
Assoc. Prof.
English & Women's Studies

cc: Verda Williams
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September 19, 198%

TV Station WDI
Ames,
lowa

Attn: Programming

Dear Sirs:

I hope It is not too late to make a favorable
comment regarding the program "Blacks in Des Moines"
which was aired last week over your station.

To many of us whose parents and grandparents
chose lowa as a state in which to relocate and raise
their families, it was truly an evening of reminiscing
and I'm sure all who watched found it to be a most
interesting and revealing chapter in the history
of lowa, and Des Moines.

We wish to thank your station and Ms. Verda Williams
for the time, research and effort utilized in order
to bring to the public this very vital portion of



Physics Department
lowa State University

24 September 1985

WOI-TV

WOI Building

lowa State University
Ames, lowa 50011

Dear WOI,

I greatly enjoyed watching your recent one-hour feature on
"Blacks in Des Moines.” It was well produced, with interviews,
narration, and old photographs and newspaper clippings making it
a most interesting program, even to someone who is not black and
never lived in Des Moines.

Verda Williams should be congratulated for having put this
together so well, and | hope she will do hour-long programs on
other topics in the future.

I remember seeing portions of this show on several WOl news
programs some time ago, and am glad it was all put together into
a longer program. Interesting news features are often given too
little time on the half-hour news program, but many of us would
prefer to see stories in more depth. That's why | so much regret
your not carrying "Nightline” until late at night.

With all the talent that clearly exists in central lowa, WOI
should be supporting good locally-produced features like "Blacks
in Des Moines."

Yours truly

Laurent Hodges
Professor of Physics



lowa State UniverSitij of Science and Technology [Jl” Antes, lowa 50011

Department of Speech Communication

Telecommunicative Arts:
Radio-Tclcvision-Film

21 Exhibit Hall

Telephone 515-294-5000

11 September 1985

Bob Helmers and Betty Lou Varnum

Executive Producers
"Black Des Moines: voices seldom heard”

WOl |

Dear Mr. Helmers and Ms. Varnum:

I want you to know how much | enjoyed "Black Des Moines: voices
seldom heard" last night. The subject matter was certainly in-
teresting and the program was extremely informative as well.
Verda Williams and her staff deserve congratulations for the
sheer amount of research they accomplished and the fascinating

stills and footage they retrieved.

Plus, the interviews integrated the past with the present, the
history with the current composition of Des Moines' black com-
munity. And the centrality of "community” to the program was
beautifully expressed. The program resonates with so much lowa
history which also merits exploration, such as the Buxton mining
town. Perhaps WOl could consider another such special program
on lowa history, or a series of programs.

Thank you for the opportunity to enjoy this excellent program.

Sincerely,

Mary Beth Haralovich
Assistant Professor
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JImua
B'tutp Ujintunral Drpartnu'iit

East 12th and Grand Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50319

Historical Library

Sept. 11, 1985

Ms. Verda L. Williams
Producer/\Writer
Cooperative Extension Service
lowa State University

of Science and Technology
Ames, lowa 50011

Dear Verdal

Congratulations. Congratulations. Well done!
Yesterday | watched Black Des Moines from the very begin-
ning to the end. Your program was well organized and produced,

and very informative. | learnt a lo£ from it. You must have
spent almost a year to prepare such-documentary, but it was

well worthed.

Thank you for the letter-rthe leaflets you sent me to inform me
about the program. You should not be apologetic about not
using all the materials from the library. This is usually

the case with me. Whenever | do research for any reason,

I gather information two or three times more than what is
necessary. It is always good to be on the safe side.

Verda, It was really nice working with you. Having that
experience, plus seeing your program, made me really feel

part of Black Des Moines: Voices Seldom Heard.

We all watched the program last night and talked about it
this morning in the office. AIll very nice comments. There
are some people who could not see it for different reasons
working, etc.) Is there anyway that this program be replayed

again in future? If yes, many will be happy.

Verda, If | can be of any assistance to you for your future
programs, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thanks again,

and we are proud of you and your work.

Sincerely

Soudi Janssens
Manuscript Librarian

Tel.: (515) 281-5472



