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HISTORY OF ILLINOIS.
Vandalia, Illinois, Saturday Evening, Feb. 4, 1837.

At a meeting of citizens of Illinois, held in the Representative’s Hall, 
Vandalia,"at the close of an original and interesting lecture by Rev. J. M. 
Peck, on the early Indian history of Illinois, on motion of Jesse B. Tho­
mas, Esq., Hon. Samuel D. Lockwood was called to the Chair, and Hon. 
Walter B. Scates chosen Secretary.

Hon. Thomas Ford, from a committee appointed at a preliminary mee­
ting on the 2d inst., made a Report, with the following

RESOLUTIONS.
Resolved, That this meeting regard the preparing and publishing of a 

complete history of Illinois, as a measure that should be accomplished so 
soon as it can be done with correctness of manner and accuracy of detail.

Resolved, That a competent person be nominated and requested to per­
form this work, and that a committee of correspondence be appointed to 
aid him in that object.

The Report and Resolutions were unanimously adopted.
On motion of J. M. Hewitt, Esq.,
Resolved, That a complete history of Illinois should embrace the vari­

ous stages of its progress, from its earliest discoveries to the present time; 
and the various relations of its inhabitants, political, military, commer­
cial, moral, and religious.

On motion of Jesse B. Thomas, Esq.,
Resolved, That a history of Illinois should be complete in its parts, me­

thodical in its arrangement, accurate and discriminating in all its details, 
perfectly impartial in its characteristics, and divested of all political, re­
ligious, and local prepossessions.

On motion of Hon. Cyrus Edwards,
Resolved, That Rev. John M. Peck be requested to undertake the wri­

ting and publication of a complete history of Illinois, from the earliest vis­
its of the Europeans up to the present time.

On motion of James Shields, Esq.,
Resolved, That the following named gentlemen, citizens of this State, 

be appointed a Committee of Correspondence, and that they be solicited 
to procure materials, and otherwise aid Mr. Peck in preparing the history 
of Illinois.

After the resolution was read, several additional names were added to 
the list, amongst which, on motion of Judge Ford, was that of the mover, 
all of which were unanimously adopted.

COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE.
Hon. Sidney Breese, Clinton county. 
Hon. S. McRoberts, Vermilion “ 
Hon. N. Pope, Randolph “ 
Hon. William Wilson, White “ 
Hon. R. M. Young, Adams “ 
Hon. Thomas Ford, Ogle “ 
Hon. Zadock Casey, Jefferson “ 
Hon. Pierre Menard, Randolph “ 
Hon. Cyrus Edwards, Madison “ 
Mr. John Russell, Esq., Green “ 
Mr, J. H. Kinzie, Esq., Cook “

Hon. J. Reynolds, St. Clair county. 
Hon. J. M. Robinson, White “ 
Hon. S. D. Lockwood, Morgan “ 
Rev. G. Blackburn, Macoupin “ 
Mr. J. Shields, Esq,, Randolph “ 
Mr. John Hay, Esq., St. Clair “ 
Rev. James Lemen, “ “
Gen. J. B. Moore, Monroe “
J. W. Whitney, Esq., Adams “ 
Hon. Wm. Kinney, St. Clair “

On motion of Col. Wm. Ross,
Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting, and the names of the 

committee of correspondence, be published in all the papers of this state.
On motion of J. W. Whitney, Esq.,
Resolved, That the Rev. J. M. Peck be requested to publish in the pa­

pers of this state, the two lectures delivered by him at this place, on the 
early French discoveries, and the early Indian history of Illinois.

And the meeting adjourned.
S. D. LOCKWOOD, Chairman, 

Walter B. Scates, Secretary.
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