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CIRCULAR.

FROM THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE PRO­

MOTION OF SCIENCE IN JUNE, 1842:

Hon. John C. Spencer, Secretary of War, Chairman.
Hon. Lewis F, Linn, United States Senator, Missouri.
Hon. William C. Preston, United States Senator, South Carolina.
Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll, House of Representatives, Philadelphia.
Hon. Abbot Lawrence, Utilise of Representatives, Boston.

Washington, February 24, 1843.
To the Friends and Correspondents of the National Institute and the Members of Scientific and Learned 

Societies of the United States, c. &c. &c. 

On the 15th October last a circular was addressed to the scientific and literary men of the United States, 
transmitting a copy of certain proceedings of the National Institute, for the promotion of science, and inviting 
particular attention to that portion of the proceedings which contemplated the general meeting proposed by the 
Institute to be held at the seat of Government.

This circular was, at first, attempted to be sent directly to individuals, but it was soon found impracticable 
to address all who were entitled to special invitation. The members of the Institute, and those who had, in 
various ways, most liberally contributed to the promotion of its objects, were of course expected to attend ; yet 
the difficulty of obtaining all the names and residences of others, eminent in the various branches of knowledge, 
rendered it necessary to resort to a more general mode of effecting the purpose. With this view, the circular 
was published in the papers of the District of Columbia, and was thus made general.

The object of the first circular was, not to fix on any particular time for the meeting, nor was it intended by 
the Institute or the Committee, to make Washington the place of all subsequent meetings, if it should appear to­
be contrary to the judgment of those who had the right to decide upon such an important question. Il was 
rather to obtain preliminary views of the friends of the Institute, and general information, as to the time and 
mode of convening; and, afterwards, to adopt a plan and a time, (which might be gathered from the replies of 
those whose opinions had been solicited,) to be the most convenient.

These replies have been numerous and interesting, and present, almost without exception, a decided approba­
tion of the stop that has been recommended, as well as of (he course of the Institute, under the auspices of which 
that step has been begun. The committee, after having carefully considered these replies, have come to the 
conclusion that the month of April, 1814, is the period which will best suit the convenience of all.

The committee were aware that several previous attempts had been made to get up a similar meeting upon the 
plan of the British Association, and that those attempts had proved fruitless. Perhaps too much was expected 
at a time when our learned men were unprepared for co-operation in such extended plans. But the idea had 
found favor, and it may be affirmed justly, that we owe, in no small degree, to the system of State Geological 
Surveys, the present improved prospect of accomplishing a noble and long cherished object.

Under these circumstances, about three years ago,some of the gentlemen engaged in the New York Survey, 
(the fruits of which are already beginning to appear in published volumes, reflecting honor upon the liberality of 
the Slate, and credit upon the abilities of those who have been engaged in that great enterprise) proposed to bring 
about the object by a different method ;—circulars were sent by them to Geologists of other Slate Surveys, and 
a meeting was held in Philadelphia in 1840. This meeting was respectable, and resulted in the formation of the 
“Association of American Geologists.” It adjourned and met again in Philadelphia in 1841. At the second 
meeting it was deemed expedient to adopt the foreign plan of changing the place of meeting. Boston was chosen 
as the place for the third meeting;—at which its object were extended, and the Association became the “ Associ­
ation of American Geologistsand Naturalists.” The fourth meeting is to be held io Albany during the month 
of April, 1843. 
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The proceedings of this Association had been witnessed by the National Institute with feelings of deep 
interest;—and, in 1841, a formal invitation was sent from the latter to the former, requesting them to make 
Washington the place of one of the Annual Meetings. The invitation was promptly accepted, and it has been 
decided that the fifth meeting of the “Association of American Geologists and Naturalists,’’ is to be held in 
Washington in the month of April, 1844.

The disadvantages and inconveniences of two meetings, have, after mature reflection, appeared to the 
committee so obvious, that they have thought it best to fix the 1st Monday of April, 1844, as the period 
for the general meeting; and they take this occasion and mode of respectfully inviting to Washington, in the 
name of the National Institute, the members of the American Philosophical Society, the oldest scientific institu- 
tion of our country, the members of the Association of American Geologists and Naturalists, and the members of 
all other scientific and learned societies in the United States ; the honorary and corresponding members and 
friends and patrons of the Institute, and all others engaged and concerned in the “ increase and diffusion of 
knowledge among men.’’

The plan of operations will be left entirely to those who may be present on the occasion. The Institute 
and the Committee, without attempting to control them in any manner, charge themselves with the duties of 
making every preparation in their power adapted to facilitate the scientific objects, the promotion of which such 
a body may be supposed to cherish.
 J. C. SPENCER,

Chairman of Committee.
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CHARLES C. LITTLE AND JAMES BROWN,
Law, Foreign, and Miscellaneous

BOOKSELLERS,
112 Washington Street, 

Are prepared to execute orders for Libraries, Colleges, and Schools, on 
the most favorable terms.

Publishers of Bancroft's History of the United States; Prescott’s Fer- 
dinand and Isabella; Burke’s Works, 9 vols.; Spenser’s Poetical Works, 
5 rots.; Mecanique Celeste, translated by Dr. Bowditch, 4 rols. ; A Manual 
of Political Ethics, by Dr. Lieber; Legal and Political Hermeneutics, by 
Dr. Lieber ; Ramshorn’s Latin Synooymes, by Lieber; Bachi’s Italian 
Grammar; Dr. Louis’s Medical Works; Hillhouae’s Tragedies and 
Essays, 2 sole.; Edwards’s Outlines of Anatomy and Physiology, 8vo.; 
Heeren’s Ancient Greece, 2d edit.; Totten’s Naval Text Book, 8vo.; Ban­
croft's History of the United States, abridged, 2 vols. 16 mo.; Espy’s Phi­
losophy of Storms, 1 vol. 8vo.; The Adams Letters, 4 vols. 16mo. Monaldi, 
by Washington Allston, 12mo.; Life in Mexico, by Madame Calderon, 2 
vols.; Anthracite Iron, by W. R. Johnson, 12mo.; Chandler’s American 
Trials, 2 vols., 12mo.; Jean Paul, 2 vols.; Young’s Chronicles.

The Early English Reporters; valuable works on the Civil Law; Re­
ports of the several States, and the most extensive collection of Law Books 
to be found In the United States.
’,’ Orders for English, French, and Italian Books forwarded monthly.

COLLEGE BUILDINGS —NO. 112 WASHINGTON STREET.

Boston

Bought of CHARLES C. LITTLE & JAMES BROWN,
Booksellers, Importers, and Publishers.

BOOKS IMPORTED TO ORDER TO BE PAID FOR ON DELIVERY.

Accounts payable semiannually on 1st Jan. and 1st July.
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Registrar General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages.









Smithsonian Institution, Washington City.

Boston











































































“An act to establish the ' Smithsonian Institution,' for the Increase and Diffusion of Knowledge among men."
“Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the author or proprietor of any book, map, chart, musical composition, print, cut, or enslaving, for 

which a copyright shall he secured under the existing acts of Congress, or those which shall hereafter be enacted respecting copyrights, shall, within 
three months from the publication of said book, map, chart, musical composition, print, cut, or engraving, deliver, or cause to be delivered, one copy 
of the same to the Librarian of the Smithsonian Institution, and one copy to the Librarian of Congress Library, for the use of the said Libraries.”

“Act making appropriations for the Service of the Post Office Department, approved March 3, 1855.”
“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all books, maps, charts, or other publications entered for copyright, and which, under the act of August 

10th, 1846, are required to be deposited in the Library of Congress and in the Smithsonian Institution, may be sent through the mails free of postage, 
under such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe.”

From the Instructions of the Postmaster General.
“Copyright books, charts, &c., required to be delivered to the Library of Congress or Smithsonian Institution, anil which are entitled to pass free 

in the mail, should be superscribed ' Copyright for Congress Library,’ or ‘Smithsonian Institution,’ as the case may be.”

N. B.—All letters or memorandums in relation to the books, &c., for copyright, must be sent with postage prepaid.

Library of Congress,
1855

Received from

in commerce with the 10th section of live Act of Congress passed August 10th, 1846, 

entitled "An act to establish the Smithsonian Institution, for live increase and diffusion of 

knowledge among men,"

City of Washington
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State of New York

SECRETARY'S OFFICE




























