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Position of Ames Audubon Society on Ssylorville Reservoir
with reference to Ledges Stote Psrk

My {(z(/

da Intewprat cas data on fr2quency s:d durdtion of flooding
to indicete tnet the flore and fauns of the lower canyon of
Ledzez “tete Park wlll “e mariedly altered, Trees 2 subsc:atisl
size and beenty will be killed by lasck of cxypen durlng Iinundstion
of tus roots s1d siltection will kill meny .,her lnnabLu,aﬁts
o r txe velley floor snd sides. It ia not licely tnat teplacement

vege.ciulon wauld e astirsctive, 5h 2
Tiravellcy Fhstts JE*F
Since inls valley witn sendstons wslls 13 slmeat inigue in yﬁ‘ﬁfgf
centrel Iowa, &nd aince many people I'ind it e nighly estrrctive,. ﬁifﬁﬂf‘

refreshing recreutlon sits, w2 talng every eriort shoild be une dﬁg i
to Leep it aveilshble to ti a seople 1an its gresent Torm, Tnera {*qoo%f
rée w2ys tc rzdace Llta cveru nort of remon r eccess.
& W2y 3 = ace lta veI'ulde ano 3 e..OJiﬂﬁ ] 33 -70%(’@(?0—9!/'01,@/
hptﬂ A Secsuse cur members are interssted in the ~.t..:r-?;z- of birds pgﬂ,ﬁj;m{gq;,%
o for sclentiflic purposes &s well &s for recrestinu, we ere psre

ticularly csncerned tast the blrd sopulstlons of unpger Pees f?%wfégfgfh? *?
Creek not Le Cliturbedl. There ere seven species of warblers
End 2 tarusa uow in udnerppdss Creeik canvon wnlzh sre rere or
found nowhere else in Iowa, These sre the cerulesn warbler, 70 7
3\6\ Jellow=-tarosted wartler, olue-wliged warbler, Louisiana waterthrusn"’kﬂgésr
Y e wercler), snd tne hooded, nentu“x} end peruls werblers. The
thrusn is the veery. A few specles s“ill over" into the
lower csuyon, but tne velley of nesrby Devis Creek, wnicn loo«s
sinller tc thst of upper Fess Creek, houses cnly two of these
elght rare bird species. We hope to discover what i1s so sooeelln;
about inls crne veiley.

We believe tast floocing of the lower velley will sifect taese
populetions by forcing movement of predators snd co-petitors,
sltsring tae populaticns of plents end snimels waich provilde tne
birds' gcood :aé neating nateriel, snd cnangin, otner habvitst
factors. Altsretion of vae park, especlslly 2ullding a rosd
throuyh tha usper csnyon, Ly tae 3tite Conservation Commisailan
ir responase to tne 3sylorville Froject, could drive out most of
these specie~ under okserve:icon,

0f the alternstives so fer proposed, the channel casnge berrier
dem avpears to be tue oniy one tnet will orevent drestlc cneige
to tihe naturel ricre sud 8 pesrance ol the l-ower cenyon. while
preuitebls weter rslevse plan aione wmi,at prevent prolonged

water gtorsge during mony smellier floods, it is forseesble thnet
emer;ency algh water conditions would produce & conflict between
loss of the trees in the Lower Ledges &nd loss of lives end
property downstresm. ihe Corps of tngineers should ve in commend
of the technology %o scolve that conflict.
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