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OTeel- 
Position of Ames Audubon Seciety on Saylorville Reservoir : A) 

with reference to Ledges Stete Park Be artle 

We interpret cas date on frequency and durdtion of flooding 
to indicete tnet the flore and fauna of the lower canyon of 
Ledges ‘tate Park wlll >be maraedly altered. Trees 2? substential 
size and beenty will be killed by lack of oxyrzen during inunds tion 
of tas roots and siltetion wili kill many ather Innabletents 
o f tne valley floor and sides. It is not likely tnat replacement hig 
vegetocion would ve attractive ' i 

~ , Tira led FB shaleS Pr. 

Since oats valley with gandstons walls is slmost unique in yey fog 
central Iowa, end gince many people find it e nighly ettrectige,. é “0 4 ; 
refreshing recreation sito, we tainx every effort should be made, TT nck den 
to xeep it availeble to the people in its present form. Taere F24o07 . 
¢ 72 te dace tts overuse nor - . ers weay3 ¢ reduce its cveruse anor 70% Camegot tow. 

Ty sy 

oY removing ecesss. 

haven “ecsuse cur members are interssted in tne study of birds Destroy biil ka bits 
aa for sctentific purvoses as well as for recrestion, we ere ver~ £O8zZ 

tleularly concerned thet the bird copulettons of unper Pees Flood dag tee of 
Creek not be disturbed. There ere seven species of warblers POF “Ye x 
éog @ tairusa now in uyoerppa@ss Creex canyon which are rere or 
found nowhere else in Iowa. ‘Tnese are the ceruleen warbler, 70 / 

ANG yellow. taroa ted warbler, olue-wloged warbler, Louisiana waterthrush 7), 9 
” (@ wercler), snd the hooded, Kentucky, end perula werblers. The 

thrush is the veery. A few species “spill over™ {nto the 
lower canyon, but tne valley of nearby Devis Creek, whien looxs 
similer to that of upper Pees Creek, houses only two of these 
eight rare bird species. We hope to discover what is so sopealing 
ebout tnis one veiley. 

We believe tnat floocing of the lower velley will atrfect tnese 
populetions by forcing movement of predators and co-petitors, 
Sltering the populetions of plants end enimeals which provide the 
birds' €sod sac nesting sateriel, and changing other habitet 
factors. Alteration of tne park, especislly 2uilding a road 
through tra upper canyon, oy tae Stete Conservation Commission 
in response to tne 3eylorvilie Project, could drive out most of 
tnese species under observeticon. 

Of the alternstives so fer proposed, the channel cnenge berrier 
dam appears to be tue oniy one that will orevent drestic onence 
to the naturel florea aud a pesrance of the Lower canyon. while 
presiteble weter release plan aione miyat prevent prolonged 
water storage during mony smelier floods, it ia forseesble thet 
emerj;ency aigh water conditions would produce @ conflict between 
loss of the trees in the Lower Ledges end loss of lives end 
property downstream. The Corps of Sngineers should be in commend 
of the technology to solve that conflict. 

Lotus 8. Miller 
218 Perkridge Circle 
Ames, Iowa 50910 
President, Ames Audubon Society


