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Berkeley, Calif : 

Dear Phili:- 

Your nice letter as usual was read with interest 
and I certainly am glad to keep in touch with you for you 
are always in touch with the best there is in bird work in 
the country. In other words I believe in the right kind of 
contacts and yours is the right kind. 
Dr Grinnell's ideas are alright but I would not abandon the 
lists altogether as they have a great deal of value too. 
I do not agree with him that every th ing they do is a matter of 
life and death with them. If you have ever watched a family 
of young birds for hours from the blind as I have done you will 
agree with me that they play just like @ bunch of kids or | 
a litter of kittens or pleyful colts or calves. The "old folks" 
of course take it quite seriously "excepting in mating season" 
and seem to worry a lot about feeding their families just as 
we do in these times. I have seen birds do things that one 
almost would think that they could reason just as we. This may 
be far fetched but they do some real smart things sometimes. 
Regarding the Eastern and Western Meadowlarks can say that I 
am unable to distinguish them apart in the field unless they 
sing. I can see that smile on your face right now since you 
say “their song is variable", However if I remember correctly 
I think you helped me somewhat in the distinction of these 
songs. I have pondered over it for several years and in most 
cases think that I ean tell them apart. 
It is a significant fact that I can always go to the same fields 
every year and find the same song of the Eastern (?) Meadowlark. 
Near my own home in town they are plentiful but never any Eastern. 
To find them I have to go out in the country a littie: way. 
Do you like Chapman's new book? Is it worth the money? 
I have not bought it yet neither have I seen it. 
I am anxiously awaiting Dr Roberts’ book from Ifinneapolis and if 
it is what I expect I sure will buy it. 
In a drive to Des Moines this week I saw two flocks of Waxwings 
in apple orchards along the way. There were at least 40 in one 
of the flocks and they seemed to be quite large. Not having any 
glasses I could not tell if they were Bohemian or not. That is a 
bird that I have never listed in Boone County and was sorry that 
I did not have glasses. Just another one of those strokes of luek. 
Your list around the bay was very interesting but most of them are 
strangers to me. If I happen to drive out for the Olympic Games 
this summer I will have to come up and go on one of your hikes and 
learn some of this western stuff. 
Always glad to hear from you and hope you will remember me again 
when you have a little spare time. 

Your friend,


