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It may come as a terrific shock that I aa thoroughly in favor of 

further light of day or fellow ornithologists, 

Why do persons keop records ? I should say first of ali to get acquaint~ 

ed with birds, Its « game with a figure of 60 to 100 species os the pre- 

liminary goal, This is bighly justified and mey consist of notes on locali- 

ties, dates, plumage charecterietics, if « stranage or unfemili Pr species, 

The next step results in sigrationsi studies, with earliest and 

 jatest dates of errival end departure, new lecality records, probably 

with the publication of short notes on edditions te the locel List or 

The third phase results in behaviour studies or territeriel prob- 

lens, feciliteted by breeding bird counts, and practical appiicationsa of 

these principals of bird reletionships end requirements to wildlife 

No matter in whieh of these catagories you ere interested, the keep 

What can you do with these records ? 

the venatades of this paper WALL Genk sith cone possible wace for these 

The earliest systesetic bird work in Iows wes inougurated by Yells B. 

Cooke, Zhe work begun in 1068 with 4 obgervers, wes expanded in 1lés 

Migration in the Mississippi Valiey" 



For many years the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (formerly in part the 

tion, and abundance of Worth American birds. My means of this information, the 

Service is aided in administering intelligently the bird resources of the United 

States, as it is obligated to do under the terms of the Migratory Bird Treaties 

with Canada and Mexico. ‘The method of getting this information has been to fu~ 

nish 2 x 5 inch cards to bird students in various parts of the country. On these 

distributed by species and State or Province in a file which contains also trans- 

cribed and clipped published records of distribution and migration. This file, 

now containing over 2,000,000 cards, besides ite use in many gover 

nam cosnteen alee Tt is at present being used as a 
basis for the next revised edition of the 4.0.0. Check-list, as well as the 

ranges to be included in the forthcoming volumes of Bent's "life Histories of 

fo improve the method of obtaining information, the Fish and Wil 

Service is soliciting the aid of strategically located bird clubs, 

laboratories, and other agencies, interested in the study of birds. These or~ 

ganisations may be of great assistance by acting as the local clearin 

for data sent in by their members and ts, and by sending to the 



in ey It is hoped that the cooperation 

tt cana can cover in She my 

migration records and to avoid duplicate efforts both in the pr 

filing of such records. Early in 1947, the National Audubon Societ 

Dr. John Aldrich (in charge of 1 ion and Migration of Birds), and others 
of his staff will assist in editing Audubon Field Notes—1 

irs. Joseph J. Hickey will assist as editor of qudubon Pield Hotes. 

tions to Audubon Eisld Hotes. One of the first innovations will be a series of 
breeding distribution maps. Observers will be urged to report any localiti 

(ok shown onthe map) tn when the particular spenian Se cacowred Yo be ome 

issue showing the localities added. Maca area wer may for inisiting 

winter census, and instructions will be a 

the vast files of the Fish and Wildlife Service on bird distribution and 

migration are kept at the Patuxent Research Refuge, just outside of Washing 
De C., at Laurel, Maryland. All notes and records now sulmitted for use in 

Audubon Field Notes will become a part of the Patuxent files. 

The present schedule of seasons will be treated in four issues of Audubon 

Field Wotes. For the Mi ern Region, which includes all of Iowa, eastern 

2



Hebrasia, southern Wisconsin, the north half of Illinois, and northwester 

Gvanston, Illinois as follows: eon — 

Spring Migration duly-Aug. issue Hotes due June 1 

Pall Migration  dan.Feb. issue Wotan dun Deo. i 
the Christmas Bird Count, which is published in the March-April issue, 

the Breeding Bird Census, which appears in the Nov.~Dec. issue, will continue to 

be mailed directly to the National Audubon Society, 1000 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, 

tt ALES Savin £1 Ot nen ropes fr dan Bay ofr 

vow coped ahaa -oposal as an opportunity to take part 

in @ national program for accuaulating : ony please advise Dr. John W. 

Aldrich, U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington 25, D. c. 


