
STARLINGS IN MAHASKA COUNTY

A flock of over six hundred starling was seen 

In Mahaska County by Philip A. DuMont, ornithologist of 

Des Moines, on August 17th. This Is the greatest number 

of these birds ever noted In Iowa. Mr. DuMont reported 

that the flock was seen In a field three miles north­

west of Cedar. A flock of one hundred end sixty was 

seen on August 13th near the same locality.

These European birds were introduced into this 

country st New York In 1890. Since then they have in­

creased tremendously, spreading westward to South Dakota, 

Nebraska, Kanaes end Oklahoma.

The first report in Iowa was in 1922 and by 

September, 1933 they had been noted in 39 Towe counties. 

Within the last eleven months the Starling has been found 

in 60 additional counties. Mr. DuMont believes that 

actually these birds are present In all of the 99 counties 

In Iowa.

It has not been definitely determined as yet 

whether the Starling will become as great a pest as has 

the English Sparrow, which proceeded it from Europe by 

forty years. Certainly If they continue to increase as 

rapidly here as they have In the east they will become a 

distinct nuisance. From the standpoint of their benefit 

to agriculture they ar only on the favorable side until 

they appear In great number. At times they may destroy 

much young fruit.


