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March 16, 1933, 

i, “, B, Beli, se | a 
TA Chaxvge, Civision of Pielewical Tavestigationa, a 
Bureau of Piolegical Survey, a 
Washington, >. ¢, - 

Dear Mx, Bell; 

| Your letter of Mareh 1, 1035, adcreseed te Dr. F. Ty BR. 
Roberts of this eity, wee turned over to we todny, with tie | E 
request that I shoule anewer it, In connection with my work aa 
of revising the Birds of lowe, I have atiompted te secure as - 
conplete a recera of the apreac of the Starling in Towa as is , a 
poswible, During the fall T sent w similiar repert te FM, C, Heffe “4 
man of imkewood, OWie, Mr, Hefrman, at one time, had requested a 
réeporte of Starlinge, with the view in mind, 7 believe, of ? 
issuing a report, but T don't think trese plans materialiaed, a 
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The first recars of the Starling in lowa wae of the single 
epecinen caught and shown to T, %, Long, et Lament, Decauter Co., 
in December, 1022, This wae reegrded in tre Auk (T waven't tre - ; 
refexyence at hand) and was efted by “iew Cooke in hex regert of oS ae 
tre Storing. | | , - / 

“O@ei0ie earlier records were mentioned in The Birds of 
Floyd County, Towa (Amerionn “idland Wuturaliot, .tecues of 12236 
G4, pe 45), by Or. Carroll Jane Penton, In the Nypethetical List 
he suys; “ix, Brewn and I have at varlous times acen birds which 
we 7610 Gexrtein of ae Starlings, but secured no specinena, The 
moat reliable of, my Gutes axe: April Li, Old; Jwhy We, Odd: - 
May 6, ALO, dx, Gubsielson considers these recoris ae por tive 
‘errors, x, Bailey secepiead them as hypotileticsl, and i4an0 Shere 
WAn accepts then, In @ letter to me she 6xpressed the opinian | 
that the species ha. been introduced into the Mianinetppl Valley | 
from the @iet, the mentioned a recera for Koekierc, Tilinoie, by 
My, Paul P, Kile,” T am not using these reeorce in my forth com 

. 4 | eo | 
‘he Sieat- breeding recerd appears to be that of Prof, 

V, ¥, Kubighek at Cedar Rapids, Ijnn County, in the Spring of 
1951, ‘the mowt westerly breeding record that T knew of is that ef 
& paix seven wiles wouth of Ogden, Boone County, Tune 1b, 1932, 
the bixds were seen by Walter Rosene and the writer and T colleeted 
the female. Reporte of breeding have come from the following _ counties: Clagten, Linn, Johneon, Yashingten, Yeokuk, and Poone, Undoubtedly the Starling f6 breeding in seme numbere in ali of the’ — | three ox Soul tiers of counties along the “Viwelewsipp’ River, and 

| out yy lack of observers has been the result of wo few repobte of 

Che most westerly record of occurence in the state is of 
2 faane of S seen at Onawa, Monona County, March 24, 1934 by ¥, ¢, 
Thietje, ay oe 



Osear P, Allerte “now tolerabily common," MeGregor, Clayton Co. 

gf them, Of eeurse there are many gbservations that go unreperted 

oie 

In the Town Bird Life , Vol. &, 1932, py. 41, undex the title 
of "Yield Charaectere of the Starling", ¢ summariaed the status 
of this bixrd in Towa at the prenent tims aa, “A loeaily numere | 
ous breeding bird in the eastern half (aw far weet as Ogden) of 
the state and an irregular but not uncomuon winter resident," — 
iven this etatewent of last fali muat be modified ox amplisied 
now as the Starling was very cowion in aevexral parts of the 
gastern half of the atate the paet winter, | 

Tn the same issue ia an artigle by Chae, J, Spiker on ‘The 
Increase of the Gtarling in Yorq4ast Towa,” Spiker syecords about 
thixty observations made by himself and others from March, 1920 
to the Simwoer of 1932, : ee 

Repartsa of Starlings have come ta me from tne following Towa 
counties: Clayton, Yayette, Ghickes®, Sremexy, Blackhawk, Suche 
enan, Delaware, Dubuque, Linn, Benton, Tama, Story, Poone, Mone 
ona, kolk, Freweshiak, Towa, Johnsen, Cedar, Seott, ‘Iuacatine, — 
Washington, Lee, Van Buren, Jeffersen, Negkuk, Marion, Decausey, 
and tmion, and Jackson, seas al taal, club, Aine va Wehaake, Welles 

In eanewer to a questionnaire sent out recentay wer the Solle 
owing opinions as to the stgus of the Stariing. | 
Frank ©, Hllisse "becoming to numexveue", Maquoxeta, Jacksen Co. 
Charles J, Spikers “seeasional," New Hampten, Chickasaw Co, | ! 
Geo, 9 Hendtéckson-“rare, [ saw-a fioek of Adele, liev, 25, 1954, — 

in “Washingten, County, lowa, liave seen none at Amon,” Amea, > 
Stery Vea. | 

B. D, Maumane “rare as yetebut nesting,” Sigourney, “eokuk Co, 
Walter Rosene~ “becowing Gorzton.* Jgden, Boone Cs, 

there are Towa taken ppecimens in the following collections: 
Allert, “elregor; Coe College, Sadar lapide (several); Univers 
sity of Tewa, Town City {ei1x}; State Historical Museum, Dee Moin« 
ev; Fulleck collection, Des Moines, 7 | 7 

In nearig 211 instances in town the birds have been found 
about the barns, dead trees, ox feeding in the fields, The reports 
ef these birds.in the town proper ts very unusal, anc seema; daly 
at times of unfavorable weather, Competition for nesting areas 
is usally with the House sparrow or domestic pigeon, Undoubtedly 
soue woodpeckers and bluebirds are dislodged frgm dead treetops. 

I ari appending a record of occurences.aa complete as I know 

as the birds are common enough now eo to Atiract but little 
attention, | | 

Mindly gall wyon me if T may be of Luxthexy service te you, “a 
With best wishes, T am, | 

Very truly yours, 
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