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306 B, Jefferson,
Iowa City, Iowa,
April 28, 1833,
Mr, James L. Peters,
Museum of Comparative Zoology,
Cambridge, lassachusettis,

Dear ir, Peters:

T was very pleased to have your recenit letier containing
information relative to the paroguets,

During the past year T have been engaged in reclassifying
the entire ecollection of birds im the University museum and worke
ing on a revised list o1 the birds of Towa as well, T think my
surmary of the bird collections may Le accepted as very accurate
as most of the material vas counted spccimen by speciumen,

The Juseum 6f Natural History, University of Iqwa, (Prof,
Homer R, Dill, Director) contains colilections of birds totalling
approximately 1500 mounted bixds and not over 3,500 skins. Desides
numerous lowa specimens secured from various individuals fiow time
to time, the prineipal ccllections comprising the material are as
follows: "he "Horr"collection of 160 mounted birds are without data;
g collection consisis of 93 pkins frowm Costa FRica
in 1882, 180 ns from lNicaragua in 1883, 120'sk1ns_fx3m Iliincis
and ineluding a number purchased in EZngland, 200 skins Irow Carle=
inville’in 1883, 70 skine from Pilot Town, Flerida in 1834, and U
skine from tre Tahamas in 1888; The Frank Fond ccliection consists
of 30 mounted birds from Cheyenne, Wyoming, no date, and li0 wkount-
ed from southeastern Towa; The ¥ eolliection of 70 skins
from Urangel Tsland, Alaska about 1881, ana =0 skins from Reno,
Nevade and Preve, Utah in 1891; In 1891 gtgﬁﬁgggggg, Prank hussell,
and A.G, mith were in anitéba, on Iake Tinnepeg and secured 486
sking, “rom 1892 to'94 Frank Russell spent at ILake Vinnepeg, up in
Alberta, to Iake Athahaska, For on Creat Slave Take, and down
the "ackenzie to Herschel Island, Ile secured about 680 skins; The
Peul TFartech collection of 678 skine are deposited in the "luseum,
They are Jrom eastern Iowa,. ashington,D,C., 10C0 frem Cweden, and

others from scattered points; TIn 150 g,c,ﬂutt&gg pecured Y0 skine

frem Tayenn Isplend and in 1911 M, B,Dili and otherg secured about

400 ekine from the same locality; The R,il,Anderson colleciion of

240 skins are from northern and southeastern Iowa] 54 gkins were
purchased from Ceylan; ,RB,Dill secured 4: gkine at TarFush, .ashinge-
ton in 1939; A,l,Dajley and R, . Hendee secured 40 biics on Diomede
Island, RBering Sea in 1921-'22; A, l,Pajley and JLI,Dill ccllected

80 ekins at ’very Tslund, Ia, in 1918; A, Bajley collected 30 birds
at Juneau, Alaska in 1920; The Ira M, Caovrielson of about 500 skins
from ‘arshall County, lowa taken in 1913-'14, was recently recéived
by the iuseumj The C,il,Jones collection of about 45C mounteda birds
were secured in Connecticut from 1376 to 1910; and the wulk of the
study skins were secured by 2.l Talbot 'nd his collectors in north-
western, Towa, Nebraska, Indian Territory, Coxpus Chxikii region in
Texas and a few from Jlabrader, About 80 are from Australia. The bulk
of the collection of approximately 7,200 skins was secured between
1882 and '37, but mostly from '84 to '86, lMany of these skins were
in to poor a condition to be saved, This material was never crit-
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ically studied and T have attempted to go over it rather waL;
for that reason. T plan to publish an iténerary of Talbot's .
collecting localties and some of the more important things that
he secured, 3

I know that this sumsary needs to be considerable reduced
' in space, but I felt that it might be best to send the entire
sketcr and let you pick from it the high spoks

The one ouptanding habitat group in the luseum is the
cyclorama of Jlaysan Islend, Other groups include one from Louisana
and one of Tering Jea, The systematic arrangement of the water-
birds has a habitat background,

other collections in Towa are as follows: Xe:t lleald Tailey

Memorial useum, Coe College, Cedar Rapids. Jiet over LOC mountea
birds and a like number of skins, mostly from Towa and eastern
Gouth .Dekota; Towa State College, ‘mes, Towa has a suall messy
museum, the birde without data, study collection of 200 Polk
County, lowa birds secured in 1886, These are sumuarized in my
Polk County paper; Towa State Teachers College, Jedar Talls, about
300 mounted birdis a part having data, There 18 no study series;
Towa Yeselyan University, Mt,Pleasant, have about L00 junky birds
from all parts of the world, neariy all lacking data;T™e collece

. tions in the Davenport Public Museum, Siocux City icvademy of Seience,
Grimnnell Gollege, Jefferson County Fublic Libruy, Odebolt Iigh

: School, all have a few birds in them of interest but these will Ve

licted ‘n my revised list, Pather promising private collections

are; Oscay P, Allert, UYeGregor; D,J.Pulloek, Des ioines; and Harxy

Tenvant, Arnolde Park, bNone of the three would have LOU birds,

Oberholser recently made a copy of all of the Texas material

| .gecured by Talbot, An account by Pussell of hie txip in the north

: ‘ was published entitled Explorations in the ¥ar North, I think this

is quoted widely in the North Ameiican Jauna number treabting of wue
lackenzie region-don't have the reference here at the monent,The
specimens secured by Anderson were listec in his Birds of Towa (1807),

Yo one hag touched the skin series, for study, since Anderson
worked over the Towa birds in 18067, T have set up & card index,
rearranged in the new A,0,U,order, added new tags, with latest
nouenclature, It looks now as. though my work will Le concluded at
the end of the gechool yeay, Still plenty of work to but the farmers
in the legislature can't see money going for this sort of thing.

Tet me know if I may be of further help to you,
5y Lo Very tryly yours,

Philip A. TuMont,



