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306 EB. Jefferson, 
Towa City, Iowa. 
April <8, 1953. 

Mr, James L, Peters, 
Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 

Dear ir, peters: 

‘T was very pleased to have your recent letter. conteingng 
information relative to the paroquets, 

uring the past year T have been enganed in reclassifying 
the entire collection of birds in the University museum and work- 
ing on a revised List oi the birds of Towa as well, I think my 
summary of the bird collections may be accepted as ed accurate 
as most of the material was counted Bpsarhen by specimen, 

The suse of Natural iietory, University of Iqwa, (Prof. 
Homer R, Dill, Director) contains collections of birds totaliing 
approximately 1500 mounted birds and not over 3,500 skins. Besides 

numerous Towa specimens secured from various individuals fiom time 

to time, the principal collections comprising the material are as 

follows: "he “r“collection of 160 mounted birds are without data; 

fhe X C¢,C Nuttin egliection consists of 95 skins from Costa Rica 

in 1882 0 skins from. Ni ua in 1685, 120 skine figqm_ TlLinois 
and thelaasage @ number: purchased. din England, 200 skins trom Carle 

inville?in 1883, 70 skins from Pilot Town, Florida in 1654, and 50 

skine from the Bahamas in 1898; the Frank Fond collection consists © 

of 80 mounted birds from Cheyenne, iyoming , no date, and 120 mounte 

ed. from squtheastern Towa; The H,F, Wickham coliection of 70 skins 

from “ranjel Tsland, Alaska abouts. 1891, ana <0 skins from Reno, 

Nevada and Provo, Utah in 1891; In 1891 C,¢. atting, Frank Russe. 
and A.G. Smith were in Manitoba, on lake “innepeg and secured 486 

skins, “rom 1892 to'94 Prank Fus cae epent.at.take Winnepeg, up in 

: Alberta, to Lake Athabaska, Fort Fae on Creat Slave Take, and down 

She Mackenzie to Herschel Taland. He secured about 680 skins; The — 

ul Partsch collection of 678 skine are deposited in the “Museum, 

ey are from eastern Iowa,. Vashington,), Ces 160 from Cweden, and 

others from scattered points; In 1902 0,0, In | secured 7O skins 

from Tayenh fplend and in L913 I het and others BEEUTOG: about 

240 aking are from northern ‘aie rt uthent te Sia 

le eige oa aa ea 

O4- ‘idee were 
ime 4 D id pecured 4. skins at TaPush, Washing-~ 
.nG. Hsndes secured. EE.DiI « on Diomede 

80 skins. at Alte Ned Mg Ta, in 19. 3; AH, 
at Juneau, Alaska in 1920; The Ira WN, Caor eison of akowt 300 has 

from ‘farshall County, Towa taken in 1913-'l4, was recently recéived 

by the Museums The C10, J: collection of about 450 mountea birds 

were secured in Connecticut from 1876 to 1910;. ‘and the bulk of the 

study skins were secured by D.,Talbot «nd his collectors in north- 
western, “owa, Nebraska, Indian Territory, Coypue Chriéti region in > : 
Texas amd a few from labrador, About 80 are from Australia, The bulk 
of the collection of approximately 7,200 skins was pecured between 

1882 and '87, but mostly from '84 to '86, Many of these skins were 
in to poor a condition to be saved, This material was never crit- 
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ideally studied and T have attempted to go over it rather well : 
for that xveason, T plan to publish an itéyerary of Talbot's « — 
collecting localties and some of the more important things that 

he secured, 

| I know that this summary needs to be considerable reduced 

in space, but I felt that it might be best to send the entire 

sketcy. and let you pick from it the high spots 

The one oustanding habitat group in the luseum is the 

cyclorama of Laysan Islend, Other groups include one from Louisana 

and one of ering Sea, The syretematic arrangement of the water- 

pirds has a habitat background, 

Other collections in Towa are as follows; Heit lieald TKailey 

Memorial Museum, Coe College, Cedar Rapides. Net ever 50C mounted 

birds and a like number of skins, mostly from Towe and eastern 
South Dakota; Icwe State College, Ames, Towa has a small messy 
wuseum, the birds without data, study collection of 200 Polk 
County, Iowa birds secured in 18296. These are summarized in my 

Polk Courity paper; Towa State Teachers College, Cedar Falls, about 
300 mounted birds a part heaving data, There is no study series; 

Towa Veselyan University, Mt.Pleasant, have about 500 junky birds 

from all parte of the world, nearly all lacking deata;The collec- 

- tions in the Davenport Public Museuia, Sioux City Academy of Seience, 
Grinnell Gollege, JeffexsoniCounty Public Libray, Odebolt Wigh 

School, all have a few birds in them of intereat but these will be 

listed ‘n my revised list. Rather promising private collections 

are; Oscar P, Allert, MeGregor; D.J.Bullock, Des Woines; and Harry 

Tennant, Arnolds Park, None of the three would have 600 birds, 

Oberholser recently made a copy of all of the Texas material 
-gecured by Talbot, An account by Russell of his trip in the north 

was published entitled Explorations in the Yar North, I think this 

is quoted widely in the North Amesican Sauna nwaber treating of tie 
Mackenzie region-don't have the reference here at the monent, The | 

specimens secured by Anderson were listec in his Birds of Towa (1907), 

Wo one has touched the skin series, for study, since Anderson 

worked over the Towa birds in 1907, 1 have set up @ card index, 

rearranged in the new A,9,U,order, added new tags, with latest 

nomenclature, It looks now as. though my work will be concluded at 
the end of the gchool year, Still plenty of work to but the farmers 

jn the legislature can't see money going for thib sort of thing. 

Let me know if I may be of. further help, to you, 

Yad bate ay Very trply yours, 

Philip A, DuMont, 


