
Waterfowl Conditions in the Missouri Valley 

Under the present setup on project 1035 a portion of the field 

work was done in the Missouri River valley and included surveys of former 
nesting 2nd shooting areas up und uown the river and in the lake region of 
of northwest Iowa, which is closely linked up with the duck flight down 
the Missouri valley. 

There ars 4 regular migration routes which converge in western 
Iowa and constitute the single wide flight area down the Missouri river. 
They are the Missouri river itself as it comes down thru South Dakota. 
The James River in castern South Dakota, which flows nearly north and south 
and is only 45 air miles from the Iowa border. The Big Sioux River which 
is the bounuary between the two states is the third route of flight. The 
fourth streamof ducks comes from the luke region of northwest Iowa via the 
following rivers and theyare the FloydpLittle Sioux, Manl@ snd Soldicr Rivers. 
At the present time thesc ducks all converge or congrefate along the Missouri 
River, which is without refuges and this river is dotted with duck blinds 
alongs its entire iength from Sioux City to Omaha. The ducks and geese have 
little chance to reacn sat ty while they tarry in this region. 

There are several good areas along the river which have been very 
closely investigated by dirferent ficld men and they are now being brot to 
the attention of the Federal Gov't for purchase, to be set aside ae refuge 
and breeding areas. The area in Woodbury and Monoma counties consisting 
of about 40,000 acres with a value of about $4.00 per acre is one of the 
best of the projest, mainly because it is the rusting ground of the Blue 
and Snow gees: during their spring migrathon flight. Flocks of 1 to 5000 
birds are seen often and this past spring a count of birds of the two species 
Showed that more than 30,000 birds 2 day werc passing over the Sioux City 
region and that the flight continued tor nearly a wok. 

Another area is along the Soldicr River near its mouth and here 
an area of 7O0U0 acres is available for refuge and later fora nesting urea. 
The forrs of the Nishnabotna river include over 6000 acres and w ould also 
make a fine refuge area. whe Waybonsic Lake fegion a few miles notth west 
Or the last mentioncu area is a maw€h land of ubout 1000 seres ana would 
makea good refuge area. The the Whiting marsh in Monena County which is 
about 11 miles form the river and which contains about 7000 actes offers 
another ideal site for a refuge. The point is to acquire these lands : 
now that money will be spent for refuge arcvas and if the areas do prove that / 
ducks can be raised in western Iowa, then plenty of Space can be Set aside 
for shooting grounds cither near the areas or even in parts of them. . 

A list of the former breeding birds of the Missouri River region 
is given to show how the birds have deserted the areca duc to lack of nesting i 4 
ground and refuge. These birds all nested in the area up until about 1900 . | 
Mallard, Gadwall, Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Blue-wingced Teal, Shoveler, 
Wood Duck, Redhead, Canvasback, Lesser Scaup Duck, Ruddy Duck and Canada GooSe. — 
Today we find a re scattered pairs of Mullards, Blue-wing Teal, Shovelers, ‘ 
and a rare Wood Duck or two. Thesex following birds probably never bred — 
in the western Iowa area but are still migrants in limited numbers-- Whistling 
Swan, White-fronted Goose, Snow GooSc, Blue Goose, Common Brunt, Baldpate Duck, 
Cinnamon Teal, Ring-necke d Duck , American Golden-eyc, Buffle-hexd, Old-squaw, 
White-winged Scoter, Hooded Merganser, American Mergansery and Red- -breasted 
Merganser. 



The prospects arse that there will be Several purchuses of land © 
in the luke region of northwest Iowa for nesting areas und if ducks are ~ 
are raised there they will need refuge arcas along the Missouri River 
during thetr flight south in the fall. Therefore the real need of large 
refuge areas, Much of the land along the Missouri river is unsuited for. 
Successful farming ana is located so that the bwilding of dikes or dams 
would shut off numerous shtttes slong the river and make fine water areas 
for the biras to rest on. Mr. Battons feeding plan could be ideally 
worked out in this region, 2s it is so large that several familics could — 
do part time work on the project and mmke a livéng for themsclves by a 
little additional truck farming. 

The duck crop for this fall will be very short, in fact so short 
that a closed scason might huve saved some Species from approaching the 
vextinction mark. Mr. A.C. Camcrle of the Biological survcy was very 
favorablby impressed with both the Luke region for nesting arvas und the 
Missouri river areas for refuges and recommened that they be rropesed 
as class IL projects. In closing the thought should be kept in mind that if every one would a duck stamp we veople out here in ,ows can still 
save our vanishing water fewl and enjoy the sight of thetfirst tlock 
geese in the spring for many years to core. 


