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RUFFED GROUSE PROGRAM FOR IOWA

By

Logan J. Bennett,
Came Techniclan

As 95 per cent bf Iowa's land 1s devoted to agricultural practices
we are indeed fortunate to even have a remnant of the former Ruf fed
Grouse population left. If a program be not too expensive and compli-
cated it 1s the duty of Iowa to perpetuate this grand gané bird and
even pei-haps have a shootable surplus 1f the program 1s sound economi-
cally and blologically.

At present (1935) the heaviest Ruffed Grouse population is found
in Allamakee, Clayton, Delaware, and Yubuque counties (see map 1.)

I estimate that there are about one thousand birds in that mn.- Un~-
doubtedly a few scattered individual palrs are found in the scutheastern
édnnties. However, many of these reports may not be reliable. Per-
sonally I have never seen Ruffed Urouse in ﬁuthem Iowa.

Anderson (1907) states that at that time the Suffed Yrouse had
become a rare bird in Iowa. The rough, tlambered ares in northeast
Iowa became subject to grazing and other agricultural practices. How-
ever, the tomgrnph} of that country has more or less been a barrier

to agricultural activities. Therefore, we still find Ruffed Grouse

in that area. However, even there the birds have just merely hung on.

The question immediately arises, "What can we do to perpetuate and
inoreass this sock of grouse?® Undoubtedly we can not pin the cause
of decline on any one point. From all indicatiom hoyever, there are
one or two very important and outstanding reasons for a low Grouse
population. On a recent trip in northeastem Iowa I walked three
miles through the timbered area and found one one "Grouse covert®., A
"Grouse covert" is a patch of fallen trees, grown up to heavy brush and




P e
vinee. A covert may range in size from one quarter of an acre to se-
veral acres in size. Upon approaching this covert eight Grouse were
flushed. From conversations held with natives in the area practically
all existing coverts in the wooded land maintalned a few Grouse. 'l'h.re-
rors; the very apparent lack of brushy undergrowths suggest one reason
for few Grouce, _

Leopold (Game Sur-iey of Northern Iowa, 1932) attributes the de- |
struction of underbrush to grazing. I sincerely appreclate the damage
dlone by grazing and I think this may be one reason for the absence of
cover. On the other hand I belleve that promiscuous burning 1s the
one bit reason for the destruction of important game flora. In going
over the area one beeomes impressed with the sbsence of drumming logs,
low growing plmits, and vines. In the course of three years 1t 1g safe
to say that practically every acre of that ares 1o burned over. Burn-
ing doee a greet amount of damage that 12 not apparent to the casual
- observer. The destruction of standing timber by fires is only a minor
d‘anage A fire may sweep through a forest and only damage the flora
of the forest floor. With the buming of the leaf mold, shrube, vines,
and deowmé_luba ‘the necessary requlrements for the forest flora
are greatiy reduced. With thies damage done the soll does not conserve
molsture to the extent of scil covered with leaf mold. Therefore, we
do not have a condition tavornbie for the production of deslirable tim-
ber under plants either from s molsture of humus standpoint. (see
photos showing absence of low cover)

Food is not a limiting factor 1in the area. Hundreds of tons of
acorne are produced annually. Ve find quaking aspen, large-toothed
aspen, and balsam poplar in sufficlent numbers to furnish a2 creat
amount of bud feeding throughout the winter. These tree foods at the
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present constitute the bulk of Grouse food in that area. There are
forty or fifty minor food plants found in that area that supplement

the more stable foods. %

Taking 1t for granted (and I believe rightfully so) that we have
plenty of food the reason for our CGrouse shortage 1s due to absence
of cover. | Arriving at this conclusion our duty in the cmaervatign
and propagstion of Grouse lies in the reetoration of cover.

There are several methods that might be used toc build up coverts
that will provide Grouse hebitats. Iwonfl@be in favor of interesting
the sporting groups in the Bight of nine town in that area. If each
group would go out in July three or four days and lop over trees in
patches of one-aquarter or one-eilghth of an acre systematically, say
one such plot every 100 aeres, I foel a great deal of cover would be
constructed. The following year these areas would grow up to red oak
eprouts and shrubery and an 1deal covert will have been made. -In
some areas trees would have to be felled for drumming logs. In some
cases fencing may be done around the covers. This ecould be financied
either by the Iowa Fish and Came Commigeion or by the sportsmens'
groups. Such a program could be carried out through the three dapatj
wardens in that area with the cooperation end instruction of one of the
Department's Game Techniclans. I believe that any of the above re-
commendations could be carried out with little or no interference from
the farmers in that srea.

The above program would have to be backed by an anti-fire program,
This could be done by newspaper articles in that area on the damage
done by promiscuous burning. '511 roads and public places chould be
posted with anti-fire campaign signs such as used by forestry division

in other astates.
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If the above program was carried out as specified I have no doubt
at all as to a noticesble increase in Ruffed Grouse within very few
years. Assuming that the area bullt up a shootable surplus would the
surplus and seed stock be shot off to a point where our work ynu].d be
wasted? Due to the rugged topography of the land the tin-horn sport
or meat hunter would be kept out. On the other hsnd the real sport
who would be willing to put forth much physical effort for a speeding
target through the trees would have restored to him cne of North Amer-
ica's grandest shooting :ports. Ne, I do not think the birds would be
ghot out. The number of Grouse hunters was always small and they
were almost invarlably in the same category as the quaill hunter, per-
haps rating evén higher.

There may be several other reasons why we should undertske a Ruf-
fed Grouse program as quickly as we can. "hat assurance do we have
that we will have a seed stock left five yesrs from now. Our oppor-
tunities may have paseed before that time arrives.

At this time plans are under way for a National Forest in souther
Iowa of approximately seven hundred thousand acres. If the proper
amount of game management in injJected into thelr program we may agaln
have shootable grouse in southern Iowa. Where will we get the Grouse
for such an area? Why not develop our remaining Orouse territory and
use the surplus for expansion guch as this National Forest. ¥e could
hardly expee¢t to obtaln Grouse from other state's. The Ruffed Crouse 1s
too precious to other states to permit any to be shipped to Iowa for
stocking purposes. It will also be advisable to get birds on the sou=-
thern extermity of theilr range for stocking becanse the northern strain
is undoubtedly x different in certain inherited characteristics.
Birds from northeastern Iowa may establish themselves in southern Iowa

where birds from Northern Minnesota would be utter failures. This type
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of reaction has been known to occur in other apool.o.a.

In congludlng:, I wish to etate that I believe that we can increase
Grouse to a shootable population in 300 square miles in northeastern
Iova. Through such an effort we may be able to have Grouse in southem
Ioéa. 'l'hareroro, I recommend a Brouse restoration progran as soon as
the Department 1s able financially.




