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5%, Paul, ¥inne

Dear Mr. Cox:

Although the ruffed grouse will never again be shootable
gane in Iowa nhcwummm an aesthetieally and
seiontist y valuable remnent of the a8 in the northe
east counties of our state, remnant we hope to

Tluetuations even under virgin wilderness conditions cates
exceedingly our efforts at conservat Nor are our

simplified by the barriers of unknowns whioch cont confront
us when we try to plan an intelligent management

festly, before we ¢an do anything that really counts, we must have
soms mnhmntmormmblm,w‘. the
tools with we have %o work, Unless endeavors are based

sipparting wotite aiready tdsqiatoly subsiaatisteds The sgolowy

however, presents baffling
ulm mmmmug- w‘:!\:‘:nd
«-m-wu the majority of the significant 1life history

questions before t. Mmmam-nﬁu&h
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iy, W, Ts Cox

D
89 t that we gan soarcely plese ther a passable picture
of mmntunlz”mul
laboriously to extract a few the
ne uninown, and these are just deginning to lead somewhere.

May I comment a bit on the work of Uy, Green and Mr. King? by,

Green's rescarches on tularemia ere so widely imown as

no mentions If the grouse die-offs are due to disease -

and the awailable m%‘umtﬁqm-

o Bt g Al T e s bt b partioular
ons nan

phase of the study

e

me as constituting an

has started needs to be done nuuru:.x' _
d‘m.‘," .

out of balanee. I'm the libe to myself
oy Aok 55 Sow of e Thulenest oF e Blveves being
forced %o tinue the ruffed grouse field work this bagause

of lask of funds.

Dre Green's etudy ought to give us inwvaluable information upon the
role of disease-causing organiems during the mext grouse die-off which
will soon be on the way, if it isa't now, If his work is not bee
: nﬂn‘m, I am as oonfident as & seientist dares
to be that at the culmination of the coming decline he will de in
& position to say with some certainty whet 4id 1%, He may be nule
to say more, There are some highly signifieent tions never-
theless, which I doubt can be snswered unless field and census work
contemporaneous with his own speeial studies is carried ons I
don't see how correlations ean be made between infection fooi and
grouse and rabbit tion densities - a Pnucn of extreme
g:tmlmuntuumt. I don't poe, for o
whenee will ocome adequate answers to questions to
dissontinuity of range, variations severity, M“nn.

: axi ' fe that problems
possible should be ohecked both in the field and in the laboratory
m‘mmummummammmmut-'
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At the very least, vensuses in strategic areas during the
eyelic orisis should be conduc téd. The peak is almost upon us,
aceo umam.mmmuzumuum
decline is the most ilmportant time of all that representative
ropulation figures should be secured, Should advantage not be
taken of the present gah.-momnu would have to wait no
less than the length of another (about ten rears) for information
urgently neoded nmows 4nd for vitel infomma on on & phenomenon
pro affecting three of Minnesota's choice ! birds -
mm,mnmumu.m irie chicken - ten
mr:'u a long deley, partienlarly if is any way of avolde-
. {

Why should I be so comcerned about Hinnescta's grouse? Asgide from
uumutn-mmcmmnmuunw in a
. : studies upon

uu;:nﬂmt and one ; Imﬂ ":u -
cdous game among things can see re th
52 the Minnesota mhvutmtfm may be of no slight

utilisy to the Iowa program, JIowa's in ruffed grouse investie
gations I'm afraid mist be rather ine dental, if only on account
of financial ahd personnel limitations, There is no valid reason
why it mmmn otherwise; ll.mn sota has :.:h::‘?' the mn-“
wer nore gouo. suspect . propo se
2 umww’:'ﬂumuxmmmto

gl . Tiah, Thet 1 1nely Wil I rupens % io ans’

are s precise

Emrﬂul:;:-ah;tuvmhhtofurtmmtau-hmn
Tours sincerely,

FLE*B Paul L. Drringtom,
; Frofs Wild Life Research



