May 4, 1933

Mr. Frank T. Stare,
124 W. Weshington Street,
Wausau, Wisconsin

Dear lMr. Stare:

I have juet returned from a trip in your state end found your
letter of April 21 awaiting me. I am sending you some reprints

of some papers written up from the results of the 3-year Wisconsin
Quail Investigation of which I had charge. You may find some-
thing in them which you can use.

My experience has not been with raising gueil. All my work has
bteen of an ecologicel nature, that 1s, studying the species in the
wild; btut for that reason perhans my findings may be even more

of the kinAd to interest you.

I am not st 81l sure vou can exnect sny spnrecisble success in
managing bobwhites in the vieinity of Weusau, That 18 just
sbout on the extreme northern fringe of the speclies range, and
while there arewregular and scattered quail populations in this
part of the state , the country can hardly be considered very
promising to them. However, by paying proper attention to food
and cover requirements it is probable that you may be able to
maintain & covey or so == or perhaps more == on your property.
At any rate you could try it.

I would not suggest the importation of quail if you already have
anything of a seed stock. If there are birds present, ¢§ the
proper manipulation of environment,you should be able to attradt
them. If there are no birds et all within miles, I suppose you
would have to introduce some, but in that event be very careful
that you get native Wisconsin bobwhites and not birds from the

' South, or birds of doubtful origin from some commercial game farme.

You might meke arrangements with Mr. Grimmer to secure planting
stock.

I have no figures on the relative survival of guail plented in
the spring or in the fall; theoretically, plenting each season
has advantages and disadventages. Queil released in early summer
would probably stand, by all odds, the best chance of survival,
but they may 4o more vldaring. Queil relessed in the fall find
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themselves in a strange environment just before a critical period
-= wintersand while these fall released birds might have access
to a perfectly good food supply at your feeding stations they
might be sufficiently bewildered to wander off anyway. All in el11,
I wonld think thet the spring releasse of birds should be most
gatisfactory.

' Jﬂ:ﬁh\g
If you expect thi =n to be anything of a success you should
plen to relense st lerst six neair of birds, if not more.
Posgibly the stete might consider this plenting in the light of
and experiment and might be nrevailed upon to provide the birds.

s to competition of ruffed grouse and sharp-talled grouse with
queil, I think you have nothing to fear unless you get a heavy
influx of the sharp-talls to feed at the stations used by the

quail. Bog;ni£§§ will not tolerste concentrations of either their
own or othér,Apeties. The best way to avold any possible difficulty
in this respect would be to have a number of stations so that the
birds would have alternative courses of sction in case they needed
theme.

Altogether I would look upon the presence of the ruffed grouse and
the sherp-tails with certain doubts, notso much because of any
possible competition between the species, but because thelr
presence indicetes rather strongly that your land is primarily
ruffed grouse snd sharp-tailed country rather then quail country,
which distinction you have alreedy pointed out in your letter.

For your further informetion may I refer you to a paper by myself,
"Phe Wintering of The Wisconsin Bobwhite", which is coming out

in the Transections of the Wisconsin Academy of Science, Arts,
and Letters, volume 28, pages 1 to 35.

Very *truly yours,
PLE#B et Peul T. Errington,

Aset. Prof, Wild
Life Rgseearch



