Biology Building
September 23, 1931

Mr. Herbert L. Stoddard
The Hall, Route 1
Tallahassee, Florida

Dear Herb:

I an inflicting upon you a paper on technique of raptor food habits
study for later publication in The Condor. Will you please go over the
mamiseript and find as many faults with 1t as you possibly can, especially as
concerns the sections on Field Observation, Stomach Ixamination, and Inter-

. pretation of Kills? Of course, since you are no longer officially comnected
with my work I may be stretching a point by sulmitting this to you, but I
want you to see it anyway.

I have had an extremely busy year since I last say you, which has
been productive of some rather satisfactory results in some respects, but
there are many serious gaps in the data yet to be filled in., I am especially
conserned at present in trying to work out some sort of usable technimue for
the detemination of post-nesting and juvenile mortality. I suppose that
this has been a stumbling block to you also, since I have noted mo elsborate
discussion bearing upon this point in yaur book.

Most of all I would like to be able to answer just what happems to
quail from the first of September to the firat of December. There seems to
be a terrific mortality in here for some reason, part of which may almost cer-
tainly be attributed to poteshooting during the early part of the rabbit season.
Unfortunately, the early snows are =0 evanescent that they give 1ittle oppore
tunity for the talring of the initial censuses.

You probably Imow that Albert Gastrow has moved into Prairie du Sae.
I gsee him quite often, but he has been too tied up of late with his work to run
around with me to any extent. 14 Ochener has not returned yet from his big
game hunt somewhere in the West.

I wish to thank you in advance for your consideration of my mamaseript.
I hope you will not regard it as being a total loss.

Youra sincerely,

Panl L. Hrrington
In Charge, Quail Investigation




