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Mr, John B. May 

I am ding, as per your your request, a resume of my most 
reliable data on food habits of hawic This was compiled rather 
hurriedly from haf files, and is made up of original data sathered from 

°o ay ima tely November 15, 1930. All studies were 
conducted in southecentral Wisconsin, mostly in Dane, Sauk, and Columbia 
counties, and incidentally, in areas of my heaviest galt — ion®e 

| Diseusston by : scles follows. 
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Prey brought to one — matertal squeezed by myself 
from: gullets of nestlings. Also some Cooper's hawic 
killa recorded from field observations. | 
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I consider the above itens in the proportion listed an 
acqurate cross-section of the marsh hawicts food habits during the sumer 
months (1929-30) in the Madison, Wis., area. I have little material 
for other seasons or from other ahdnis thads Mention might be made of. 
references in my notes to xilis by marsh hawies of 3 quial (by one hawk 

ays), 2 parent ‘ingneeled pheasant, a couple part-gro 
> chickens, and a : mamber of gma.) bird species, buat such : are 

do not belong among data intended to illustrate 
le regular day-to-day diet of this ‘raptor. 

It is easy, for cing to find feathers of avian prey 
awic feeding post, but, bearing in mind that feathers 

may persist from a day to a month or- so, how are we to determine the 
os of small mammal prey likewise eaten during the same period? 



narah hawie might eat ontna mice on a single post and yet leave oa 
mch less apparent than the few feathers thot almost invariably mark — 

the end of a bird vietim. Hencx + I make particular effort to differ- 
entiate between quantitative data, which show the approximate ratio of 

_ the different species of prey, and qualitative data which show only the 
species without recard to the frequency of their — 

od Hawi, Miscellaneous data ( quantitative and ttt sia 
gullets of juveniles, stomachs, and field observations: These 

? data. ron not constitute an emet cross-section of the Red-tail's food 
habits in that the proportion of mice and ground-squirrels runs mmch 
higher, according to field observations and eullet content analysis. 
is plain that juveniles in a nest have less trouble to clean up com- 
pletely a mouse or a er 
of a rabbit. Consequently a mere count of items visible in a nest lays 
disproportionate stress upon that prey which is larse, conspicuous, or 
possessed of heavy bones or feathers. | 
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It might be remarked that about 20 of the 50 ground-squirrels 
and 3 of the 5 arboreal squirrels were badly afflicted with a skin 
disease which may or may not have reduced the animal's vitality to the 
de that they were more readily caught. My field observations all 

game like quail, ete., is, when in goo altogether too fast for ad ghape, 
him. This suggests a possibility that the Red-tail, despite the disfavor _ 
with which he is viewed by the poultryman, might be of extreme value to 
our wild life in @ullinge out the unfit. Indeed, it is my opinion, as yet 
unsubstantiated by definite facts, that the Red-tail might prove the most 
effective insurance against the apread of contagious came diseases that 
we have, 

Since you mentioned raw! s only in your letter, T am not 
inclosing any data on owls. However, uld you want a resume of my owl 

ii-squirrel than they would an animal the size _ 

| indicate that the Red-tail is especially apt to pick up came that is sick 
er in poor condition from some canse~~probably for the simple reason that 



from an article on food habits of birds of prey which I expect to publish 
next fall. Perhaps you might find it expedient to condense my listed 
@ata a bit more than I have done. 

At any rate, please acquaint me with reasonable promo tness 
as to what you do with my data, og a cg if any, and anything 
else concerning the same that I ought to 

Paul be Errington 
— Quail haveation tian 
GB eAeAels I., U.S. Biol. Survey, 

reity of Wi 


