
Mr. CO. Dennis Hart 
| pa bngeag oreo yey 

Dear Mr. Harti 

letter Felative to iseaneae to més. I om aavaed on &  eoneid erable 
anount of work dealing with predaceous species in connection with the 

gin Quail Srediteation which I am conducting. I saspect also 
that I am the one with whom you aled in New Yori at Se leet 
Gane Genterenes, 

/ iW ies stulites rank up @ hte Gabe nee 
introduced pretaters like doze and cats could well be reduced to alvan- 
tage. Against native predators native game--given proper combinations 
of ‘food and o --is fairly able to take care of itself. A game bird 
species that has successfully lived in association with a predator 
species for thousanis of years under the usual climatic extremes and 
the viclasitudes attendant unon life in the wild, might not be able to 
cope as satisfactorily with a new enemy. 

atin PEA won ta of J omound verain® ond pie | 
nests, except in one deteil. The @omlk, in the middle west eal so 

: re, 466s not appear to be nearly as serious a game eneuy ae 1s 
-eomnonly supposed. From the Ba mt of hey nae in the 
malts a pred # oC tizen, ’ most ef e natural 

Spec: tee Gili Se akan ono of the elally ote > pm a sa ge 
pm oar checl<s upon he various turtles-~detrimental when present in 
oxgess te waterfowl, omsirats, ete. 

All in all, the slunk is a alow, lethargic erentune, rather 
If nests of ground birds were capable of moving 

out "of “hs may he peohabiy wouldn't break up any of them. ft don't 300 

oft and except under umsua circumstances. Feces examined tn Wisconsin 
nd in Michigan (by nat) showed little except insect and some small ; 

1G. . ( fe Quedl  Seteptien) recommends that — 



‘malts in crow control can probably be acce 

: Oa erows sitesi te deans 6 tlie samninnteres ate wel 
little I have Setinete that the weasel possesces sufficiently arent 
potentialities for damage (not necessarily in the wild, bat aroun 
poultry establishments, ete) to warrant his control, except in rat-infested 
places like @ity dumps and other amall rodent reservotre. There are some 

where blood-thirstiness can be utilized to afvantage. Be ren 

ating habitual ege~stealing individuals rather than by. rane Bo com 
barding. This axtom can be applied also ad the true winged predators, 

mame and canny to stand « creat 
deal of porseacttin.” ey ‘statenent that cannot be made of many apeates of 
hawke and owls. 7 

entable that the most valuable of af our hence and *——t is very lan 
owls are exactly the ones oa suntan most from the 

example, the Roughlege=ar “ust the ones tok 
por iets pA med the g Peedi Aeciviters (Cooper's, Sharp-shin, etc.) 
per gai the shooter a chance at then, nor do these latter often light 
on pole traps. As a conseqence, the highly beneficial hawks of the Buteo 
type have been much reduced over gveat tracts of North Americ 
—* while the — seem to show no correspond ing decrease in 

Time end space do not permit a detailed diseuseton of raptor 
food habite in this hase, tat IT might sua up certain predator recommen 
dations for the lake states, based upon my “isconsin studies. 

(2) Predators to be controlled under most condition 

» where formerly | 
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(4) Pretaters not to be subject to control, whether destructive ov nots 

a. Rare spectes (eagles, ospreys, duck hawics, pize n hawlia, — 
rfaleons, horned owls where scarce, marten, fisher, 0 otter, ete.) 

‘mt of De pie perp species doing little harm or LLtHe ood 
ithological or scientific interest. 

ouraed except iniividuals vhich liy to be er 
Levelo> vad habites 

Ae Redtatled, Red-shouldered, and Broadwinged Basten, Marsh Hat 

and seme Hawi. 

6) Predators of almost feultless food habits, to ve encouraced a 
mich as 2 possthler 

stentisiontion po all oa hawic ices in the tield~nei ther san 
professional, for that matter. But it is not hard to distineuish penile 
groupes like Suteos and Accipiters according to outlines, flight peculi- 
arities, and coneral habits. 

In coneludine this letter, which is growing out of bounts, I 
might remark that sweeping recommendations applying to “vermin control" 
ever the whol country are to be avoided in every way, nor ehowlé earthing 

| be done in this respect that can't later be unfone should need arise aan 
ri. | might wir that the: heavy mortality obser ved by Bump a o 

eC =, to cone | bivdn. The juvenile mortal ty « of the protators 

tarvation or di ! ‘rom the bioloste aie of rei there is 
me ensib * oor predators iting most of the young of — 
poe any more than there 1s for that species to have a high reprod re 

‘Yate to make up for the losses. 



I expect to publish a predator article, and possibly one 
able to find something of value bearing upon lake state game problems when. these articles come out. Please understan( me in that I an net attempting to stretch my Wisconsin and mid-west findings to New Englané Tm not familiar with what you are up against there, mt sane of your 

Quail Investigation 


