Jan. !5. 1932

Dr. ¥. L. NeAtes

Div. of Food Habits Research
U, 5. Blologieal Survey
Washington, D, C.

Dear Dr. MeAtee:

1 was mch gratified to receive your offer and am giving 1% full
consideration. I have only one other possibility which I rate worthy of
comparison with the one you mentione--a game research peosition at Iowa
State College (Ames). Nothing tangible has come from Jowa s yet, tut
Leopold has called for a showiown. He has aslked the Iowa people for a
definite comnmitment within 30 days. Could you grant me thet smch tiwe in
Txi Swhich to make a final reply?

4 From the broad outlines of the two propositions, I'm ineclined %o

© favoy lowa. Jlowa seems to afford more opportunity for personal research,
and I already have in mind a couple problems there that I'd like to tackle.
I also have a sort of vague motion that I belong in a wniversity. Then,
too, I'm nearly thirty and a 1ittle tired of having mo residence in par-
ticular; maybe I ought to settle down somewhat,

On the other hand 1 plainly see that a period of service with
the Bioclogical Survey would be invaluable experience for me. Although
I can't say that I'd amntioipate with pleasure some of the features of
Grange's job--for example, the widespread and consequently
participation in mumerous research projects instead of the intensive
to date~-I a'mit that such may be

future belance and vision. Nothing I say
is letter is to ilmply that my own personal likes and diaglikes are

]
%
:
:
]

I have made inquiries of two of my committee members at ‘he
University as to what would constitute a falr salary. Wagner, ny major
professor, tells me that new soology FPh.Ds who accept teaching
positions for the 10-month academie year receive beginning salaries
ranging from 52,500 to 33,500, an average of 3,000, Research men are




paid higher. Dickson, essor of plant pathology (jointly U.S.0.A. and
University of Wisconsin), says that nome of the resecrch Ph.Ds turned out
by the plant pathology department in the last four years have drawm begine
ning salaries of less than §3,000; they are ordimarily placed in the

:

I 4o not flatter myself as deserving at this stage the top $%4,000;
nor do I, in view of my three ysarsvirtuslly full time research on the guail
(with the exception of a few hours per week spent in classroomsy-I 444 most
of my scholastic work at night) and my years of previous field experience,

My theeis must be handed ia the first of May, and it should be ready for
typing by the first of April. Progress is plenty slow, especially now,
when my winter field work demandis so much of sy ‘aylizht time. I dare not
any extended trips before my thesis is dome. In Sals respect

I mugt be in Madison around the first of June

At any rate, regardless of vhether anything comes of this corres-
pondence or mot, I certainly appreciate your kindness in giving me first
chanoe at the position., I will let you know Lnmediately if more definite
developments turn up,.

Yours sincerely,

Pagul L. Erriagton
In Charge, Quail Investigation



