
of pitfall | 
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Mareh 20, 1936 

meadoen, vie. 

Dear Aldo; : 

I have just received your letter of the 16th ,enelosing your copy of 
a needed project on “Food Selectivity” ,and asking for somiont. { wild just 
comment on the different questions % up,and sond copies of wy answer 
$0 Repington ond MeAtes. If they both do the seme, we should bring out eons 
interest ing thoughts on the subject. : 

Ni in VENTA plnia sd agree fudle Gad ws neck a greet een at le 
on the points brought out,and I hope that you can get something along this 
iine mene | at the University. ve have been working on this line ever gince _ 

: o Georgia ,and have came to the conclusion that the field is full 
where attacked from the experimental viewpoint with what wo heave 

going to be a long,hard road,end I doubt that any ain living wiil make very 
fast progress in travelling itja combination of preations men in gany fielag 
may do a lot better. : 

After trying about everything ve oon think of te beth eis 
r imental nding food preferences,we have about couse back to 
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the etarting point as the nost practiconi method ef procedure. That et 
examination of crops of quail (for sake of illustration) taken under 
conditions where the avallable food supply is known,ne @m index of relatis 
values and preferences, Offering captive birds the various see ig, either wot 

Laren from the first given mislead ing resuite,26 compared to what we 
stouache of shot wild hen te sae inetin — Beggarveed | 

uae and variety of foods know to be equally " liable in our habitat. 
Rah. offer those feeds to captive binds a rence” tests,wo | 

‘fave pod devised. ve have about ors te the ‘eonelus ica that ‘wate 



Je had about ommetet this conelusion, ae it~ agreed with our own results. Then 
on wy iast trip to South Carolina I went over 4 large number of crops of quail, 
and found many well filled with this Lespedesa, Apparently they are aoquir ing 
a taste for it. Ye oftheyy find that it takes the birds of a natural ar 
about threes years to acquire a taste for a new feed, even though. the feede 

wg aceon Shy Fe 08 Che Yap fe some other district only a few miles distan 
“>  ~*Ukenples, Fla. Seggarweed,iesbania, Suckwheat,Rice and a great many othere.Now 4 
. in our practical work wo plant these feeds very well distributed over a preserve, 
_j but in very oma 12 quantity at first,graduaily increasing the quantity as the 
- : birds learn to oat the new offering. If natural feeds are very scarce we my 

| get quick results with the new offering;if « wide varioty of natural feeds are 
= , —_ y etter. may make very glow progress with anything now wiich we 

This past year Komarek tested,by the best and most “food proof” bechnique 
we could think of,o wide variety of seeds suspected of being toxie. Yo used 
force feeding of the suspected seeds on a bird,and foree fed a control with 
seeda knowmm to be of outstanding value. Certain of the tested seeds appeared ¢o 
be toxie by this method. Yet we fing the same seeds occassionally caten by wild 
quail in perfeot health and condition.\¥e have come to lack confidence in this 
experimental procedure and will not publish the —— this was 
the object of the research in the first piace. 

41 of our practical work points to the fact that the great unjority of 
quail foods are strictly seasonal. Gellberries seem to be eaten in - quantity by 
quail (and many other birds?) only in February,though they have been on the 
bushes for weeks.lieny legumes are not eaten in quantity tili they have been 
on the ground and exposed to the elements for weeks or months, Meany grass seedy 
are eaten largely in the “milky * stage and for a few weeks thereafter ,and : 

rgely ignored for the reminder of the year, though they remain wholesome 
and fully available for months following their period of use (as is proven by 
wholesale voluntoering later). Seeds ignored for weeks become first in 

_ importance for the birde at other periods. And so it goes. 30 wo plant and 
observe, kill birds under Imown conditions and examine them,observe their 
actions afield,and gradyally gots leads for the large seale and practical — 

 *~plantings.Tthere my be short cuts, but we fail to find them. , 

As to Sumae. Why ona sume of “low-palatibility"? the fruits of Dwarf 
Sumae a sopedlina } are the only food ws have found Pe Bobwhite for 

examined during the Cooperative ‘quad Investigation and I have ‘eonaily found 
erops half filled. Does it serve as a condiment? How about the deer brows ing 

On over browsed spots! Maybe the animal iatustey fellows are giving the tnewer | 
through their ebemionl analysis of forage periedieally ¢.¢ and renewed, 
the same plants when allowed to develop normally and going to seed. App 
they are finding very different food values. I guess the real oxvlentat ion 
“ust dh vede 2 the | : ot.But as a guide to practical gn 

ir +, check 1 by labratory work on crops poet under cnown 
cond it ions. | t x baci to —. of we cperlnans agi with captive 

2 same ground gain thi aig might ; give the 
t wor he and oh the prenenr will have to be 

practica ’ Long experience to keep his feet on the 
pest looks 80 in related fields. | 

ation. If one must experiment in this field,he had better 



values at ‘the “various seasons to take ware of varying bodily requirements 

astic ‘eninads, i apite of the vast. prt ve bey ‘ie tha 3 field. The | wlty 
ing progress,and furnish us with © multitude of “Leade* to follow 

my ‘ions that confront us with our game birds. They hav 
eseare ) in as Ss gg we : scrutinize their, 

competent ) atanens coups 

2th be wey interested in the Meates and Er 
your megueettent.. With kindest regards, I om, | 

| saneerely you s, 

‘Herbert L.steddard. 


