Blology Bullding
Jume 15, 1932

Df. “ﬂ ;l m

Dept. of Entomnlosy and Zeology
Iowa State Collesge

Ames, lowa

Dear Dr. Nralmey

I an inclosing a oopy of President Mughea' late letter to me,should
you not have one. TYou will also note earbons of letters to Dr. Waitlock
and Mr. Bemnett.

It 1g avident thot I have overstepped in ma the oounittments
that I did to Dr. Whitlock and Mr. Bennett. I don! ther uy indisoreetness
has done any real harm or not; aside fron the tochales) complications that
night be productive of trouble, I am most afraid that you way have got the
impression that T wish %o take thingas $0o mush into my own hands.

T™als, should there Do doubs, 1s 208 the case. I have ne Jesire to
trespass upon your provinee; I 4id not Jmow exactly, however, where mine
left off and where yours began. Indeed, I had locitad upon the selection of
pergonnel and getting things started in absentia not as a prerogative, but
88 & somevhat inconvenlent responsibllity. I 4o not reeall %o what axtent,
Af any, the procedure of hiring was discussed in our last conversations,
but since we seeamed in agrosnent dn the wide wariety of toples braught wp
in relation to the Iowa program, I supposs that I simply fell into the error
of taking over-mich for granted. An error on my part I aduit 1t %o be and
I regret thet 1t hapvened; that, on the other hand, does not solve the
questicn as %o wvhat 1s now to Le dome.

Imrdlsu of vhat offieial herosies I may have comuitted, I do mot
want lost sightitwo primery purposes I had in mind. In the firet plaee, Dr.
Waitlock has plans for the smumer which are contingent upon whather or not
he works with me or does something else; in the former event he would spend
the summer atudying pheasants with Wight, which 1s uy ides of the best
possible training under the cireumstances, and which might be compared to a
veriod of spprenticeshipes~and at no official empense--previous to his Laldng
over his duties. Flainly, before he can be expected to go ahead, he ought to
know something an to vher-he gtands.

In the seecond plaee, the waterfovl nesting stuiies camnot be postponed
until into the summer if much headway is to made this season. There 1®
lomediate need of information on wild fuck nesting: habits and requirements,

a need ageentuated by the present waterfowl erisis and by present program
of the state of lows buying wp and restoring breeding ‘ ‘
J10W 111 mat constinies DI eding FIOWNS M mi‘. I Tmow own
experience that the first season's nosting studies with = siven wild specles
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i apt %0 run more to mistakes than to agcomplishments. I would/Bemnett
(and on the basis of Professor Outhrie's opinion and my own impression I do
not think we would do badly in choosing Bennett) to get buay at once and
make most of his mistakes this swmer, 20 that next year we would have a good
chance for getting some eisnificant remlts.

I hope, Dr. Dralke, that my lack of underatanding the eollesze regula-
tions has not eaused you serious embarrassment. Perhaps when I am at last
on the ground and in a position to discuss with you persomally the ways and
weans of malcing sunlry important moves, I may be better able to familiarize
myself with current pitfalls before actually stuwsbling into them.

Youres sineerdy,

Paul L, RErrington
In Charge, Quail Investigation




