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quuﬂut'%m ty,ﬁ&old of research.

There is no doudt in my mind that his intellectual powers are
entirely exceptional, and that his training and interest in avian

physiology ble addition to any campus such as Iowa and
snome TASconsin, he active in the ecological field.

Before he left here, I tried to interest our Zoology Department in him,
but the time was not opportune. Because of my imability to hel phco him
here, I volunteered to help place his qualifications be

Farner's most notable accomplishment to date is his series of reviews

of foreign literature in ecological ornithology. He has now taken over the
review section of Bird-Banding, formerly run by Margaret Nice, and there
seems to be unanimous agreement that his reviews are maintaining the Nicean
standard. In case you have not followed this yourself, I am sure Errington
will agree with me that this standard is the highest yet achieved.

These reviews are the product of Farner's almost prodigious command ot
foreign languages, plus his critical understanding of ecology, and
especially physiology. He seems to read German, French, Spanish, and
Dutch, and can make out with Italian, Portuguese, and Russian.

His present military assignment is to read the medical literature on diseases
found at the scene of proposed military operations. I understand he may
shortly be sent abroad, so if you should want to look at him, it might be

a good idea to call him over soon.

I cannot offer you any direct evidence on Farner's ability to carry out
research of his own, for I was not in touch with his thesis work, and it
would have been mr my head anyhow, I have no reason to doubt that it is
‘0“.

(over)



As to his human relations, his last year here was somewhat clouded by his
tipf ,galidmgromt with a few faculty members. I am not im a position to say

whose fault this was. It may have arisen from his own aggressive
qualities, or it may have been entirely the fault of the faculty membe
concerned. In the former event, I would lay the th . youth :
than to any permanent attribute Rrs s _
that any extremely active and sive individual 1 seldam sec
100 per cent from the human relations angle. S8 eemh
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