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August 9, 1952 

Drs Te Ce onal 
ditor, Wilson Bulletin, 
Prey ide ee 

Dear Drs betes 

3 a final drat: I am enclosin of my paper on the horned om 
purposely omitted in o 

previous correspondence saying whether or not the mane 
seript I submitted to you was for publication; I was not 
sure until I heard from my various critics that I wanted 
it to be published any place. 

I have changed the title to "Studies on the Behavior of the 
Great Horned Owl" as I was informed that the word psychic 
in the former title would have laid me open to violent 
criticism on the part of the animal psychologista, I will 
leave this up to you, however, If you think the old title 
is better, then go ahead and use it. 

I am enclosing also some copies of two of my recent reprints. 
One, Wild Life Management, might have sufficiently general 

+ care to pass it around where it 
will do the most good, If you care for additional copies, 
let me knows 

Before I forget about it I am going to ask you to do me a 
favor, Unless my paper on the nesting and the life equation 
of bob-white is already in press, would you mind looking over 
the last page or “tee and cutting out the following sentence: 
"We have little right to begrudge culling losses by which the 
species has been refined to the product we now know; natural 
selection claims some fit along with the unfit, but in the 
main the birds win or lose on their own merits, within the 
limitations of their enviror ment.” I am not asking this be~ 
cause I have changed my views upon the cont mats of the sentence; 
however, this has to do with nag rather than well substanti-« 
ated facts, | Leave mich opinion as possible out 
of my papers. “Although I pond od extensive correspondence 3 
with weaves on Vas a hy of natural se. ; 
ntirely sw nd, <. =< ' 



4 tely , : have nisieid your last letter to me so I sk “upon memory to answer the specific eee which 

back he h 4 owl concerning which you in- 
ording to the ‘individual wie | | ard 1S Ace in most cases 

‘or the back of the Beek, although last spring I re+ 
Benge. Other raptors, notably 

the top > of | the head, and I was struck 
milarly by a ba: I do not ‘think that the impact is 

he attacking bird, although momentum may 
; aaa seaabisiir we force swith wien the talons strikes On the 
one case when I was most severely mauled by a horned owl the 
bird almost knocked me out of the tree by a blow that grazed my 

shoulder and hit me on the necks 

I am half way planning to write: up a note for your bulletin on 
the fate of tne "yunt”’ in raptor nests. In general, I would say 
thet the last owlet to hatch from a clutch of eggs stands little 
chance of survival if it has to compete with more than one or 
two newt mates, I recall vividly the nest of a long-care 
which started out with six young but lost the sma liest three in 
the course of a week, In hawks the young seem to stand a better 
chanee, although I have an observation or two on marsh hawk 
neste which show that the youngest is not assured or survival. 
Whether or not I write a) this note depends upon how much ma- 
terial on the subjeet I find I have, 

night mention that I do not thir ination of weak 
Me raptors in the nest is of great value from the standpoint of 

natural selections Granted that the last bird to hatch is weak, 
it is not necessarily weak account of inherent defects; it 
is simply under an accidental disadventage. It a be Dogg the 
strongest bird in the whole brood inti ‘insically happened to be 
the last one to hatch out. 

I am now leaving on my waterfowl study trip throughout Minn esote 
and the Daketas and expect to return via Sioux City sometime in 
the fore part of September, I shall then drep in to see you 
again.s In case you wish to cet in touch with me in xe ee 
you might address me at College Station, Brookings cota ; 
that is, until about the 20th of the months 

Very truly yours, 

’ Research Aasintant P rof 3 30! 
Wild Life Research. 


