THE FIRST EXTENSION WORK IN GLINTON COUNTY, IOWA

by
M.L.Mosher,First County Agent

This little history was prepared for and read
at the
50th Anniversaryc6f the organization of the
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
June 2,1962

The work in Clinton County was the first organized
in Towa. It began Septamber 1,1912
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THE FIRS ToNSION WORK IN CLINTON COUNTY qkr;
by gz
M.L.Mosher/1 s 7 &
The first evenf'in the C€linton County Extension Service L///

program,which was also the fi#rst County kxtension event in Iowa,

was a seed corn demonstration in School Noed,Brovkfield Towmship, *7
Hong Weeriiho
at 9:00 A.M.,Monflay,September 2,1912, School No.‘ was B thy T Tt
Lehiorl sy Crortofei O Lrevviatec

! ? i

Three other meetings in the other three corners of the township

were held that day and a general meeting in E;fwood where the
seecd corn demonstrations were repeated and plans for the newly
organized county program were explained was attended by about 120
people that eveninge.
s
During the following five wekks,7s ether schoolhouse meet-

ings and 19 night meetings attended by 1,169 school children,

85 teachers and 1,920 men and women were helde ‘“+he Clinton '_iL,,
Gounty Extension Service was off to a good start. (I wonder

how meny here today remember attending one of thSpe schoolhouse
meetings when I had some boy or girl help me string up seed corn

with binder twine.) )

”

What had happened in Clinton County? I have often been asked

how it happened that Clinton County was the first county in Iowa

to organize for a County sxtension Service and why M.L. Mosher

was selected as the first County Agricultural Adviser,as he was

then callede
71 Prepared for the bUth Anniversary of the Cooperative kxtension
Service in Clinton County,loway at & Wil , drera., 9“‘“" 21962,
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A combination of several developments and events led to
those choicese. fhe first incident that may hve had a small
part in both choices occurred at Lost Nation on February 20,1905,
Lost Nation was the 72nd stop of the famous Iowa Seed Corn Special
which travelled all over Iowa that springe. The report of the
Lost Nation stop read,"Most interested crowd yet found". I was
one of the two speakers at Lost Nation and wrote the reporte

The idea of a Bounty kxtemsion Service wm ich would be init-
iated by local peéple and conducted 1n“000peration with the Iowa
State College and later the U.S.D.A. had one of itﬁbeginnings in
Sioux County in northwest Iowa in 1903, It was then that Professor
Holden,Head of Agronomy,helped the local people start the Gounty Farm
Corn Demonstrationse The idee spread rapidly into nearly half
of the counties of Iowa by 1915 I waaﬁore closely associated
with Professor Holden in the conduct of thage demonstrations than
anyone elsee Con J~+h¢ﬂ.;q1¢ ;AL;a

Another mportant event marking the spread of the County
Extension Service idea happene?in Montgomery County in southwest
Iowa. Two prominent farmers'of that county ceme to Ames in 1904
and asked the college to conduct a weekis Short Course,similar to
the one held at Amess This was done in January,l905. During the
next ten years well organized Short Course Schools of one week
each were condusted on request of farmers and business men in many
Iowa counties. Again as Crops Extension Specialist it was a pabt
of my work to help with those schoolse

The third development which led to the County Extension

Service waa the work of several Ypunty Spperintendents of Schools

in introducing simple lessons in agriculture into the rural schools




B
and their organizing Boys and Girls Olubs. Among these who did
this was George E.Farrell,Superintendent of Schools in Clinton
County from 199 to 1915. Iffell to my lot to help several of the
superintendents with their Club Exhibits and meetingse

A fourt) development which led to the County Extension Service
was down in the Cobton Belt. Seaman A.Knapp,formerly a Professor
of Agriculture in Iowa was employed in 1906 to organize county
demonstrations to show farmers how they might combat the cotton
boll wevile. So-called County Agents of the Department of Agri-
culture were put in charge and proved very successful in their
efforts to help the farmers increase their emymings in spite of the
wevilse

The idea of having a County Agricultural Agent in charge of
.a.County Extension Service began to take shape in the northern states
by about 191U We in the Iowa Extension Service became much in-
teresteds I was so much so that 1 paid my own expenses to Columbus,
Ohio,in 1911 to attend the Annual Meeting of the American Assoclation
of Agricultural Colleges and Experiment Stations where the ldea was
thoroughly discussed. I came back enthusiastic about it and told
Professor Holden,Pirector of Extension,that 1 would like to KEXEXE
Rxxxk go into the first county to be organizéd for the worke
Why was Clinton County first? It seemed rather strange that Clinton

County shculd be the first county to be organizeds. Clinton County
had not had the demonstrations on the County Farme There had been
no hort Course Schools in the countye we of the Extension Service
had given less help to the CGounty Superintendent of Schools in his
work with boys and girls than we had given in Keokuk,Wright,Page

and other countiess
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the answer was a simple ones George L.Farrell,your County
Superinténdedt and C.F.Terhune,Secretary of the Clinton Commercisl
Club,called together a few of the leading farmers of the county
and the diredtors of the Clinton Commercial Club in April 21912,
and after discussing the matter requested help from the Extension
Service in organizing the county. They were the first to make
such a definite request. Their request was granted and I was
asked by R.K.Bliss then fActing Bireetor of kxtension to come to
Clinton County and help with the organization. .,MiﬁL—

Nature of ¥he first organizatione. The work began as a project of

the Clinton Commercial Glqunder what was known as the Clinton

Blan, Organization meetings were held throughout the county in
?une,lQlZ. George EgFarrell,C.F.Terhune and I attended the meetings
and explained the plans, (I wonder how many here today remember
attending one of those meetings.)

Under the Clinton Plan the work was to be directed by the
Agricultural Committee of the Clinton Commercial Club. The com-
mittee was to consist of ten members from the CGormercial Club
and twenty farmer members. One farmer member of the committee
was to be the FPresident of a Township Better Farming Associapion
in each of the twenty townships. ach township association
was to elect one man to be recognized as a member of the €linton
Commercial Club for each ten members of the Township Association.

I spent much of my time during the fall of 1912 helping to
organlze the township associationse The first official meeting
of the Agricultural Committee was held December 31,1912, Dir-

ectorsyor thelr representatives ,from sixteen of the twenty town-

ship associations were preséat. At that time there were from
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two members in Spring Valley to fifty-nine members in DeWitt
Township Better Farming Associations. Thebe were a total of
445 members in the twenty pownships.

lhe financial support the first year came from four sources.
The Council of Grain kxchanges of Ghicago contributed $1,000 from
what was known as the Sears Roebuck Funde The Bureau of Plant
Industry,under which the County Agent System of the South had
been conducted,contributed $1l00 per month until in 1914 when the
Smith-Lever Act became effectiveithat $100 per month came direct
to me as County Agent of the U.S«DeA. The members of the Town-
ship Better Farming Associations subscribed $1,139.55 that first
year,three-forths of which was paid to the County Agricultural
Committee and one-forth retained for thekr local use. The
Clinton Commercial Club paid the balance. The total cost of the
service the first year,including the advisee's salary,was §3,229.22

For that first year,George E.Farrell was the logical Chair-
man of the Agricultural Committeec. However he res%yned at the
end of 1913 and refused to serve longer. He insisted that the
chairman should be a farmers Elmer C. Forrest of &lk River Town-

e W8

The Clinton County Farmers Rebellion. Very few farmers in Clinton A

ship served as chairman during 1914,

were happy to be receiving advisory service from the Glinton Commer-
cial €lub. They wanted the service but wanted it to be their own.
(This reaction helps us here in America to understand why people of
Asla,Africa and Latin America resent our help even while they

accept and eappreciate it). This hmlp idea of separating the
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service from the Commercial Club took definite form when on May 5,
1914,the directors of the:ggggi% Township Better Farming Aésociation
called a joint meeting with the Executive Committee of the Clinton
Commercial Club and declared their independences

The Commercial Club leaders approved of the farmers taking
over just as soon as proper arrangements could be made with the
Lowa State College and the U.S.D.A. and a strong farmers! organi-
zation formed to take over all financial and other responcibilitiese.

A county meeting to decide whether to continue the work in
Clinton County under a farmersiorganization csalled by the Agricult-
ural Committee of the Commercial Club was held in Clinton December
11,19144 About 200 men from 19 townshipd were present. Professor
WeAoLloyd of the UeS.DeAe,Dean C.F.Curtiss of Iowa State College ,ixiH.
J.W.Coverdale,State Supervisor of County Agents unde r the new
Smith-Lever Act,G.W.Dulaney,President of the Commercial Club and
E.CJForrest,Chairman of the Agricultural Committee spokes

The meeting was rather hectic at times but bhe motion to
organize under the name of the Clinton County Farm Improvement
Associalion carried almost unamimously and as one Clinton paper
reported,"len vied for recognition from the chairman to pledge the
amounts asked for from their townships's Warren Walrod of
Welton Township,president,and J.0.Shaff of Camenche Township,vice-
president,were electede

Following the reorganization meeting a new contract with the
farm adviser was written by the newly organized Clinton County Farm
Improvement Association and the office moved to DeWittdwhere an

office with hegt and light was furnished by the Dewitt Commercial Clubs
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The Clinton Commercial Club continued to help Binance the Service
through 1916 and the bankers of the county helped to balance the

budget at the end of 191b5. The total cost of operation for the

year of 1910 was Ppd,400eUCe

WORK OF 1HE FIRoT THRowE YmWAKS

As mentioned in the beginning of my talk,the the work of the
Clinton County mxtension Service began with a series of schoolhouse
and township meetings where methods of seecd corn selection and
storage were demonstrated and when plans for the new county
kxtension work were explaned to about 5,000 peoplee

vuring the first meeting of the newly organized Agricultural
Gommittee a definite -MZM a1laie for. sived Huds of
work were plannede The Agricultural Adviser,my official title,
was asked to write to the Bureau of Soils of the U.S.D.A. and re-
quest that a soil survey of €linton County be mades Such a survey
made cooperatively by the Iowa usxperiment Station and the Bureau
of Soils was completed 1in 1915,

The committee drew up a resolution asking that the ®tate of
Iowa begin the manufacture of hog cholera serum to be sold at cost
and replace much bad serum that was on the market and establish
standards of quality for serum companies to followe Minutes of the
meeting show that Charles Coverdale,todafs chairman,seconded the
motion regarding serum. Such a State Serum rlant was established
under the supervision of the Head of the Division of Veterinary
lledicine soon after,

Minutes of thet first meeting include the following? §-77Y~\~’
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Plans for collecting samples of seed corn from sbout 100

Clinton Gounty farmers to be planted in yield tests on the

County Feemm and elsewhere for e purpose of finding the best

available sterains of corn for “linton CGounty conditions

were presented and approvede

Years later this was considered the most valuable work that
was done during the first three yearse. I believe that the work of
combatting hog cholera was of more immediate valuee

I shall now tell briefly of the more important projects
carried out during those first three yearse

Hog Cholera CGontrole <HHog cholera was then the farmers'greatest

enemye I spent much time during the fall of 1912 and during
1915 and 1914 on control worke.
the serum treatment was newe. I made a special study of its
use on l2o0 farms and the Agricultural Committee published a specidd
report which showed that 76 percent of hogs that were sick when
treated lived while 87 percent of the untreated hogs in the same
herds diede That report was a great stimulus to the use of the
serum treatmente
In view of the present efforts to eliminate the use of live
virus in order to eradicate hog cholera the following statement in
my feport of the week ending November 2,1915,is of interest. “[he
report read: i
In regard to the serum treatment for hog cholera,E find a
very common impression is that where the simultaneous treat-

ment (that is serum and virus injected at the same time)is
being used generally that it will be impossible to eradicate

hog choleras We feel the need of more information ff the
sPezialists in regard to this point. Cawplily ¢ i
.

AA w1414 6,//»«1 LeA.
It had taken a 1on§”ffi’*me to get that informetion and to

act on ite

Cow Test Association. Another important project was the organizat-

ion of the Clinton County Cow Test Association,later known as a



Dairy HerdAAssociation. It began work August 1,1914,with 20 members

who had 037 cows entereds Je0eShaff of Camanche Township wes
president. Nis Ostergaard of sden Township was a leading spirit in

its organizatione

Introduction of 8ilose Silos were new in 1912 end many questions

about them were asked of the Agricultural Advisere There was still
a question in the minds of many about their economic valuee I made
a special study on the farms of 24 farmers who had recently built
silose They had used them an average of only three yearae Detailed
estimates of the cost of silage per ton,the quantities and values of
feeds fed with silage and the quantities and values of feeds fed with-
out shlage to the same kinds of livestock during the years just pre-
ceeding the introduction of the silos were mades ;hn A repoept which
hed wide distribution was publishede the final conclusion read:

Men who have silos can feed or milk at a profit when prices

are imw so low that other men are working for nothing and
can secure a sSplendid profit when prices are goode

Foot and Mouth Diseases A scourage of foot an%houth disease struck

the midwest in 1914 One herd in Clinton County was infected and
all cattle and hogs destroyede About my only connection with

the quarantine and control was to represent Clinton County farmers
and bankers in a simiccessful effort to get the quarantine lifted

as soon as possible after danper of infection was paste ‘he county
quarantine interfered seriously with plamns for county meetings in-

cluding some Short Course Schools that had been plannede

The Clinton County Corn Yield Test. Many considered that the €linton

County Corn Yield Test conducted during the three years of 1915,1914

and 1915 in which the Studeman cormn was found ,was the most valuable



project conducted during those first three years. Considering
its longtime value it probably was the most important.

The Studeman corn which finally proved most acceptable was

M—m

selected from about 150 samples from as many Clinton County farmerse
Thrse | 5 pacafbens wene =4 baliA e &
Anyone interested in knowing all of t particulars out the way
in which the Clinton County Corn Yield Test wagconducted mzmy and
the names of other farmers who had good quality end high yielding
seed may be interested in reading Chapter VII of the new book,

Early Iows Corn Yield Tests and Later Related Progrems,just now

being published by the Iowa State University Presse

Alfalfa. Next to corn the introduction of alfalfa was probably the

most important crops progect. My annual report estimates that

only about 50 acres of alfalfa were being grown in 1912. I

reported that about 1lU0 acres on 50 farms were seeded according to
our advice in 1915,200 acres on 40 farms in 1914 amd 200 acres on
40 otheyfarms in 19154 The U.S.Census reports that 03,969 acres
of alfalfa hay were grown in 1959 and it is estimated that nearly

as many acres were grown in pastire mixturese

Limestone. The need for using lime in order to grow alfalfa,sweet
clover and red clover succeeefully on sour soils was just beginning
to be recognizede I demonstrated the use of litmus paper to detect
acidity at farm meetings and teachers'instltutes. Strips of litmus
paper with instructions for their use were malled to all association
members.

The first demonstration in the use of lime which I remember
was in an alfalfa field on the farm of E.C. Forrest in Elk River

Townshipe He had spread the old plaster from a house which he



had torn down on part of an alfalfa fielde It was a fine demon-

stratione

Oatse Oats were then considered an important crope. Variety tests
were conducted on the County Farm and on the farm of A.F.Whyte in
Orange Townshipe Oat smut was causing great losses in Clinton
Countye A vigerous campaign to prevent smut was put one Demon-
strations of the proper method of treating seed oats with forde
maldehyde were given at every opportunity. During February and
Merch of 1914 large posters giving instructions for treating oats
and on which were mounted e=bottlesof formaldehyde and small bundles
of good and of smutted heads of oats selected the previous summer,
were put up in banks,grain elevators,ﬁrqgstores and other places
where farmers congregated. These exhibits were very effectives R
Drug%&dts reported greatly increased sales of formaldehyde because
of the exhibits. This was,of course,long veiuv-e aust treatments

for smut were developeds

Horticulture. Most farms had small orchards and some grape Vines.

There were a few commercial orchards and vineyardse Pruning and
spraying demonstrations were conducted by R.S.Herrick,Extension

Specialist in Hortisulturee

Boys anfl Girls vlubs. Two hundred,twenty-five boys and girls
were enrolled in a Poultry Club in 19135. Egg exhibits were shown
during the winter meetings of the Better Farming Assoclations.

Corn Clubs were organized all three yearse the county bank-

ers subscribed $500 for trips and scholarships In 1915, Johnnie

Turner of DeWitt Township won a trip to the Paname-Pacifie kxposit-

;' ion in 1915. I have a copy of his reporte

.-



Township auto tours for the boys were arranged in most town-
shipse. The boys were taken to see Canada thistles and guack grass

and other things of interest and valuee.

Short Course Schoolse One of the selling points for the County

Extension work was that the Agricultural Adviser would help to org-
anizegl and conduet Short Course Schools in Agriculture and Home
Economicse Such schools were conducted with the help of instruct-
ors from Ames in Elwood and Welton the winter of 1912-13. Two
hundred,forty men and boys paid tultion fees of $le50 each and
125 women and girls paifl $leuu each to pay the expenses‘of the
schoolse

No course was held the winter of 1915-14 because of foot and
mouth disease quarantinee. Plans were made the fall of 1915 for a

Short Course to be held in DeWitt in January,l19lc.

Exhibitse sducational exhibits at the county fak® and at winter
meetings in the different towns of the county brought to the attent=~
ion of many people valuable lessons regarding hog cholera control,
value of limestone and innoculation for alfalfa,oat smut and potato
scab control,resulte of corn and oats variety field tests. Much
time was spent in 1915 preparing and looking after a county exhibit
at the Bbmte Fakk, Parts of the State Fair exhibit were later

put up in show windows in Clinton and DeWitte



A FeW MEMORIES

Everything that appears in the preceeding report is based on
documentary evidences A bound copy of kkexmmp a more detalled
report,including more then thirty photographs,and including,as
an appendix,the documentary evidence has been sent to the Ioﬁa State
Universitye. A few memories of those formative years of County

Extension work are of such interest to Mrse Mosher and me that I
. o

thought they might be worth W -

The Old Regal ZButoe My contract with the Clinton Commercial Club

provided that I =mkmimkdx should buy an auto,keep careful cost records
afhd receivecost of operation per mile used in the county workﬁ When
I told the Pecretary of the Club that I had ordered a Ford he "blew
his top" saying that the Ford was very unsafe and that they would
object to/paying the expense if I went ahead with the purchase.
It st happehed that the same dealer who sold me the Ford sold the
Regal also. So I changed my order and bought a Kegale Both the
Comuuercial Ulub and i were the loser by several hundreds of dollarss

i paid $1450 for the Regal,drove it 15,000 miles in two years
and traded it 1n46£’2“£§§75566“%ord for E}éé) The total cost of oper-
ating the Regal 15,000 miles was about 15 cents per milee Depreciation
was 8ix cents and the tire costs four cents per miles Tires were
guarantined for 5,000 to 3,500 miles and rarély lasted that longe
I got 7,000 miles on one Firestone tire:it was the talk of the
countye

several rear axels brokee Once as I pulled up to a farm-
stead on the right-hand side of the road,the left rear wheel came
off and rolled on down the road for several rods ahead off the autog

it sure looked fumnye Ome other time when I was leading an




auto tour,f realized that an axel had broken. I let the car roll
over carefully to the side of the road,got into the next car behind :
and went on with the toure

I boughh that new Ford the spring of 1915 when Ford adver-
tized that km if 500,000 Fords were sold before July 1,2 refund of
$50400 on each woulfR be made., We received our check about August 1,
put $5400 with it and bought our first electric washing machine.
I still use the one~fourth horse power motor from that washing

machine on a lathe which has been in use for nearly 40 yearse

Working on Sundaye I was brought up in a family and comrmnity
where no work was done on Sunday/fend have observed that rule through=-
out lifes Young people may be interested to know that I did not
even study on Sunday during High School and college dayse

But I did break that rule"with a vengance" one Sunday in Clint}
on Gountye It was Sunday,May 61,1914 A fresh supply of serum
and virus had come in from the State Laboratory the day before.
Three men,J.lill.Federson,M.H.Fe@#deson and J.P.Murphy of near Bryant
weré waiting and anxious to have about 400 hogs treatede After

arranging with them and the veterinarian Saturday evening,I left home

about five o'clock Sunday morning,delivered the serum and virus and
helpe%patch and hold 30 to 60 pound pigs and some old sows all day.
When I reached home sbout six o’clock thet evening I found a rush

call from Briéice Kelly ten miles wesiiof Clinton to see if his hols

had choleras They hade It was eight o'clock or later when I
finally reached home to spenf Sunday with my familye Bihle stud-

ents will agree,I believe,that that breaking of the Sabbath will not

be held against mes



The Farmers' Protective Associatione It must have been during 1914

that the Farmers! Probective Association was organized in Clinton
Countys It was organized#to protect the farmers' rbghts" and was
anti-Extension Servicee This story went the rounds:
First farmer;What does that Farmers'! Pretective Association
protect from?

Second farmer; Oh,don't you know? It protects us from that
pesky County A@riculpural Agents -

Monday,January 20,1915~ a Boy is Borne That is a memorable day
in our family life and to a lesser degree to €linton County. At
about 1:30 o'clock that morning our second boy,M.L.Jr,came into the
world in what was then known as the Agatha Hospital on the bluff
in west Glinton.(%:§:§,€g%%:£§&zigﬁ:%and by in those dayse The
boy and his mother were coming along so well by four:ofclock that
our doctor,Dr.Hershner,told me that/;i was no longer needed. S0
I hurried to the depot and took the 4:350 train to Goose Lake where
I had a two-day meeting scheduled.

It was a good daye The boy is now a practicing physician
and surgeon in Iowa City where he has had a good practice since re-
turning from service in World wWar ITI. It was a good day for
Clinton County because it was one of the days when we were selecting
samples of seed corn for the Corn Yield Test which meant so much to

€linton County in later yearse

The Extension Service and the Ferm Bureau. People of today who have

witnessed the long-drawn-out controversy regarding the relation of
the County Agricultural Adviser and the County Farm Bureau will be
interested to know of the relation that existed in the Beginning.
All three of my reports for 1915,1914 and lQl;%ere prepared on

printed forms sent out from the United States Departmetit off Agriculte

Uuree.
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On the outside of the front covers were places for signatures of =z

approval by local officers as follows?®

1913 (Signature) (CoF.Terhunef/1
Secretary of Farm Bureau or
other official

1914 Signed 0.TeRoberts)/1
ecretary of Farm Bureau
or other official

1915 (Warren Walrod)/2
President or Secretary of Farm Bureau

/1 Secretaries of the Olinton Commercisal Club
/2 First president of what was later named
the Clinton County Farm Bureau.
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CLINTON COUNTY INA3:912"

This is not a prophesye 1t is merely a brief statement
of what may be if you people of @nnton County want it that waye.

During the past 5u years your fathers and you have doubled
feed crop production. You have done most of this by more than
doubling the bushels of corn produced. lMore has been done by
replacing the oldtime bluegrass,timpthy and elover with alfalfa
ob alfalfa mixed with brome or other grass.

¥ou will double feed crop production dAmekmgx agein duwring the
next 50 years if yom and youwr cliildren do as good a job of adopte
ing new practices as your fathers and you have done during the
past 50 years.

You will increase effective feed erop production even more
by growing corn with a higher feed value per bushel and realiz-
ing a higher feed value of legumes and grasses by adopting more
effective harvesting and storing methods which are now being
developeds

During the past 50 years your fathers and you have doubled
the quentity of meat and animal products solde You will double
the production of liveste®ck products again during the next 5V
‘years if you amnd your children do as good a job as yowr fathers =i
and you have done during the past 50 yearse.

So,whatd Will that doubling of production be fatal to our
agricultural economy? Not if the Western World citizens and xkx
statemen of this generation and the next will solve the problem Lf gy

Rl frdoetion ade
A of the distribution of food products on a world basis. I don't

know how but T am sure that it can be molved. It will not be

easye It will take "blood,sweat and tears", It will require
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/,/f the wrkd__

dproblem of ,\#;e'e&*
@istribution-or the Mongol races of Asia will again Invade the
Western World,including America this time,and take away our sur-

2 Christian attacke We @ﬂd better,solve ik th

pluses and all that we have and leave our children and grand-
children in poverty and slaverye

WHAT KINDS OF FARMING WILL IT TAKE?

Farms Are Rapidly Growing Larger
During the past 50 years Clinton County ferms have inereased

from an average of 149 to 179 acres per farme At the rate of
disappearance of small farms during the past 20 years Clinton
County farms will average about 240 acres Xmxxtzm per farm by
the end of another 50 years. Some of you will remember that
Earl Heady and his associates of the Iowa State Umiversity report-
ed several years ago that there was no adwntage in rate of re=
) & Fia z Jrostcicleon )

turn to for fabms larger than 240 acres.
In Illinois.studies) where there is less livestock we found tiab
the opbimum size was reached at 260 to 400 acres depending on
the amount of livestock and quality of lande Indiana reported
bt ool i Jooit b LA, Logon Rf by frnce,

The number of farms of more than 500 acres has more than
doubled in Clinton County dimridg the past 20 years. One or
two are added each year. if th&; keeps up for 50 years there wil.

be about 100 of theme The owmers of those 100 large farms will

tend to dominate the political and economic life £of rural Clinton
N — e b— i me————e — L - e -

Gounty,

The ﬂgricultural gess and we in Agricultural Extension have

been inelined to glorify the large farm because of the large
labor and mansgement earnings of the operators and the positions



Gk
of such operators in public lifee

However,f wonder how many realize that if Clinton County
were divided into farms of 500 to 100U acres rather than into
farms of 240 to 320 acres there would be more hired men than
operators and from {4,000,000mt0 $6,000,000 less income per year
availeble in the county for Ramm family living and savings
of farm femilies. Under present income tax regulations,about
$1,000,000 more income tax money would go to Washington annually
from a county of 500 to 1000 acre farms than from o similar
counfy of 240 to 520 acre farmse

Rural bankers and directors of farm amd production credit
agenciles may well ponder these facts when they are inclined to
favor the large ferm operators on the idea that they wre better

e d Aevtcins rediho pereiciis

credit r:’n.:aks/f A Merchants who sell building materials,home
furnishings end othet living needs may well ponder these condi-
tions when they are inclined to cater to those few who can buy

"mink coatgand Cadillacs" because there is & wider margin of prof- »
W@w’n/ Ww 2% M/ M
it on luxuriess ﬁ& >

S L L A

A large part of Wu@gﬁﬁng %b%%%ag 4%" W«fm«tu
€linton County has been to help farmers keep records and snalize #4 4"?&
their businesss Two fects xkmmixpwk v ich will have a great ﬁ““"-
influence on the future of Corn Belt famming and farm life stand
oute

First. A two-men farm large enough To occupy the full=-time
labor end managerial abilityes of two men provides the most econ=
omical use of land,labor ,Ei& capital and mensgemente Fifty years
ago that meant 160 to 200 acres of good CorbBel§ land operated
as a livestock farme Today 1t means from 240 to 400 acres fw”"’

mow s lins e s
%ter years it may m more.
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Seconde The second fact learned from farm records is thisj;among
farms of the same size,on the same quality of land,with the same
products sold and the same markets;one~fifth of fhe operators
earn enough more than another one~fifth that the difference in
earnings will pay for the better operated ffighhs in 10 to 20 years,
the time depending on ;h;& e:ono%onwns that prevail at thew
timee gpﬁzf,égw7u%%;&;‘ﬁL£::f‘ A : ;M1f&éx£é2’} e
oo PR G raeghlrniog Anll | farund
*‘¢V Wﬁxg;g§£MIﬂG MA& BE LIKE IN FUTURE YEARS IN CLINTON COUNTY

If the owner—operated family size farm is to be maintained in
the Corn Belt,the e most successful farmers who are now on farms
of optimum economic 8ize must find other outlets for investment
then additional lande My suggestion after more than 50 years
of Extension work with farm people in Iowa and Illinois,is that
they consider the investment of some of their suwrplus earnings
in the processing,distributing and merkrting of their own farm
productse It seems to me as I have watched the inereasing
ablility of farmers to conduct large business enterprises that
Corn Bely farmers are ready to take over many of those emtere
prises whish have been widening the gap between what they recelve
for their products and what the consumer pays for the finished
producte Q¢Y{WMJ§43 “ Qr4uu&;;4’dtkA"

This 1s not the time or place to go into details, I merely
thihhow this out as my conclusions after these many years of obser-

% tione

In closing I wish to challenge you t0 a racee

I was 8u years old last Aprile Mprs.Mosher who is here with
me is a little youngere Our family doctor of 35 years tells us
that there is no reason why we should not continue to,be more or

ess active for another 15 to 20 years.
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My challenge is this: that you plan for anoiier celebration
ten years from nowe I want to attend that celebration amd here

is what ¥ want to find in 1972,

As we drive over the county in 1972,as we did yester&5 § want
to find:
le Wide level grass waterways in every hollow where wabter
runs with a swift ocurrent after heavy rains,
2e¢ Corn growing on the contour on a2ll land subject
to erosiony On medium slopes the corn will be in
even-width stripd of 5,12 or 16 r ows of corn and
uneven strips of alfalfa and grass wide enough at all
places to harvest with hay machinerye. Steep slopes,
eSpeoiale'Z::he smaller farms )will be terrassed so as
to grow comwwg.litpossible without erosione

AL . 7
Se OornAgrowing on 6u to 8u percent of all land suitable

for cultivation{with on without) contours,strip crop-

ping or terrassinge witl 6

44 Alfalfa,with or Without grass Aovn most farm land not
in corne

S5¢ Oats mused only as a nurse crop for alfalfa and grass
and cut in the dough stage for hay or silage. 4
livestock farmer cemnnot afford to own a combine or
hire oats cut for graingcorn,hay,silage and pasture
are the feeds that the Alivestock farmerxmemdxxEm may

6e By 1972 I expect w,\mre beef% produced

best producee
on 6linton County ferms;a rapidly increasing proportion
of whieh will have been produced from performance k&

tested bullse




Be Universal use of meat type hogs produced from high-

9¢ I will hope to0 see much more being done to conserve and

- /) 4 Z,sz;é
7o High qality beef cow herds,on farms havi.nghland not S
sultable for corn or hay. Artifieial insemination

makes it possible for those havini?:}atively small }§ §
=

acreageés of sueh rough land to ra Abeef calves prof=-

itablye I will hope to see very few &f any bulls but \%
will realize that calves,beef as wellf as dairy,are :
from very high performance bullsv by means of artificial
inseminatione

L

performance bating boarsevell frwnils

P4
%/ Z, &L—&&(—f&

use @f eetivelym About 75 percent of the

fertility value of all feed RmiximxEiimkmmxfnumty ia
retained in the solid and liquid menure. At prices

e
R

now being paid for commercidda fertilizer,the N.Pand K

£od

B

Py
in the manure now being produced in CGlinton gountry,\is

worth about $ L3 500ovor about $/¢00 per farme It
Loie yrheone naoif i fJuerdc avd /J”//
seems to me that the family sized farmAWill be better

served if more research is done on the preserviahgon
end effective Mise of the fam manuree "’/‘W‘frf_: "“4’/‘7’;; s
plecls wrtle, o datflid fo iidiieaiiiy frediiy tokinfiristd
10eAs Mrs.Mosher and I drive through the county ten yeras wlere

and-fence rows. 2wl
fron now I will expect to see all roadsides/free from
weeds and brush with grass kept mowed in front of 2ll /”Z /

| 7

farmsteads.

lle We will expeet to see mmxE many more simply but neatly

landscaped farmsteads with well kept lawns and shrubbery.

12, We will expect to see farmsteads entirely free from idle

machines and trash. They can be kept out of the way
e vics e oot

and out of sight if pr0per,\habits are formed.
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l3e I will expect to see more small but attractive houses
built a few rods away from the "big house" where the son
witixtiwm or son-in-law will live until his family needs
the big house and vhere the "old folks"will them live
without having to care for the big houses

When I come to your celebration ten yesrs from now,. hope to se
a big parade led by a massed band of High School boys and girls
fepom all over the countye

Following the band shoula be a thousand or more 4-i Club,Future
e Favhar anid Futuve. Ecasnakers mareliing Shght ansssts

Then in the parade will be scores of cooperative service hqjcks
in which fuel,feeds,fertilizers and other farm supplies are being de~-
livered to your farmse There will be livestock trucks in which your
cattle and hogs will be delivered to what I hope will be the beginning
of a great farmer-owned_and operated meat proecessing plaxt in this
part of Iowas There mey be a—few refrigerated trucks in which
meats and other livestoek products are being delivered to retailers
in the Great Lakes Metropolitan areas.

and credit agencies
In the parade will be floats showing what the merchants/of

¢linton County have to offer to farm peoplee A

-

The entertainment for the celebration will be led by a grand
chorous of several hundreds of men snd women and boys and girls
who have been trained in High School community groups throughout
the county.

Among the floats will be several calling attention to the
many kinds of reereation that have been organized on a county and
inter-county basis, .Young people and mature people who sing
together anéblay together under good leadership learn to work to-
gether and live together .

- e




O
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The address of the day at this eelsbration will be by some
prominent leader who will be an inspiration to all,both young and
oldyand who can be had only be engagement a year or more in advances
I will be here to see and listen but not to talks I have talked
enough alreadye

It is good to be heres 1 thank you for inviting me.

Suecess to you in whatever you undertakes
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EXTENSION SERVICE

o’
Clinton County Agricultural Extension District
Iowa State University of Science and Technology

U. S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating

: An educational program in agriculture,
home economics, 4-H and related activities . . .

4-H Club Show Grounds
DeWitt, lowa
June 2, 1962




PROGRAM

10:00 8. M ool o S S Informal Get-together
11:30katem. . e Beef Barbecue
1:00p.m. oo Formal Program

Charles Coverdale, Presiding
Chairman, 50th Extension Anniversary Committee

Presentation of Colors

Solo : Carol Ann Smith, DeWitt
Invocation ............... ..U S, Rev. R. H. Schmitz, Delmar
Welcome ...l E 00 SR Harry Joy, DeWitt
Master of Ceremonies 1 Lyle Haring, DeWitt
Introductions
Remarks Ll S .- Roy Cain, Delmar
Early Organization // 3¥€- John Coverdale, Waterloo
First Extension Work in Clinton County ... M. L. Mosher
Urbana, Illinois
Presentation of Plaques ... .. Joe Guild, Clinton
Fifty Years of Extension ... Narrator, Ed Tubbs, Delmar
“Building On Success” Dr. Marvin Anderson

Associai_:e Director
Towa Extension Service
Ames, Iowa

50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE

Charles Coverdale, Chr. Leo Harmsen
Mrs. C. V. Carlson Roger Shaff
Bruce Kelley Noel Olson
Gertrude Rutenbeck Harry Joy
Mrs. L. C. Meinke Ray Green
Charles Martensen Al Creger

Frank ‘Pat’ Hubbard

This committee acknowledges the assistance of many
leaders, organizations, and media who helped in planning
and carrying out the 50th Anniversary program of the
Clinton County Extension Service.




The Clinton Co. Extension Service

The following report covers briefly the organization of
the Cooperative Extension Service in Clinton County from
1912 to 1962. It is divided into four periods to coincide with
four different county sponsoring organizations which co-
operated with Iowa State University in conducting the ex-
tension program.

Fifty annual reports are on file in the County Exten-
sion Office which contain over 5,000 pages of information
on the many educational programs of the Extension
Service.

Clinton Commercial Club - 1912-1914

The Clinton Commercial Club, now the Clinton Chamber of
Commerce, met with farmers and businessmen in April, 1912,
to discuss the organization of an agricultural association. C. F.
Terhune, secretary of the club, and George Farrell, county sup-
erintendent of schools, were active promoters of early extension
work in Clinton County.

During June, 1912, Farrell and Terhune organized meetings
in most towns within the county explaining the plans for an
agricultural worker and soliciting the interest and cooperation
of farmers and business men. M. L. Mosher, representative of
the Iowa Extension Service, accompanied them and explained
the proposed work of an Extension Agent.

On July 6, 1912, a three-year contract to put the proposal
into operation was signed by F. H. Van Allen and C. F. Ter-
hune, president and secretary of the Commercial Club. Mr.
Mosher also signed the agreement as county agent. The signa-
tures were witnessed by George Farrell, chairman of the agri-
cultural committee. Mosher was the first County Extension
worker in Clinton County and in Iowa.

Farmers who supported the work virtually became mem-
bers of the Clinton Commercial Club. The president of each
township Better Farming Association became a member of the
club’s agricultural committee.

Major interests of cooperative extension work centered
around soils, crops, livestock and 4-H club work.
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Clinton County Farm Improvement Assn.
1915 - 1917

This association was organized late in 1914 and farmers
took full charge of the program Jan. 1, 1915.

The main projects for that year were corn improvement,
control of livestock diseases, and a State Fair exhibit. Minor
projects included: oat smut treatment, alfalfa introductions,
breeder’s association, orchard demonstrations, poultry meetings,
silo introductions and soil improvement.

L. O. Wise was hired as County Agent on January 1, 1916,
and Julia ;Brekke became Home Demonstration Agent on Octo-
ber 4, 1917.

During World War I major projects turned to food produc-
tion and conservation, farm labor recruitment, Red Cross and
Liberty Loans.

The Iowa Extension Service cooperated with the Farm Im-
provement Association in employing extra workers. Florence
Hansen, home economics teacher at DeWitt school, was added
to the staff as canning demonstrator and girls’ 4-H club leader
for June, July and August. F. F. DeButts was assistant county
agent in charge of boys’ 4-H clubs.

Clinton County Farm Bureau - 1918-1955

In 1918 the Farm Improvement Association elected to
change its name to Farm Bureau and affiliate with the other
Farm Bureaus throughout the state.

Many programs were actively pursued by the Extension
Service during the thirty-seven years of Farm Bureau and
Iowa State University sponsorship.

Production and conservation of food, and war activities
were important during World Wars I and II, as well as adjust-
ment programs following the wars.

Extension programs were developed and put into action in
soils, crops, livestock, 4-H club work, family living, and com-
munity and public affairs.
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OF COUNTY SPONSORSHIP

County Extension Staff Members
Cooperatively Employed by lowa
State University and Co. Farm Bureau

2- 125 to 10-3%-%6
T 11-22-28 to 5- 7-33
K84 eA5- 8-33 to 2- 1-46

2- 1-46 to 9-30-46
11- 1-46 to 9-30-51

Norman J. Goodwin ... ... . 10- 1-51 to 6-30-55
Home Economists

JullBrokke .o oo 1917 to 1923

Ella®ean Woods ... 4- 1-43 to 8- 1-43

Claudia Weinman ....... e 3-15-44 to 1-20-45

Helen S. Whittington 5- 1-45 to 6-30-55

Youth Assistants or Associates

EgsheButts ... 5-10-17 to 8- 1-17
Mewvin Zeller ... 3-21-34 to 9-17-34
Daniel Petersen ... . 4- 1-36 to 2-28-38
SR, DOO0IEY ..ot s 3-21-38 to 12-31-39
JEEIStimson ... 1- 1-40 to 9-30-41
Jeellis 10- 1-41 to 2-28-42
R St OUt i 6- 8-42 to 9-30-43
Lyle Haring ... it | 11- 1-44 to 9-30-50
AR Bhnech ... 11-15-50 to 9- 1-51
GEHeintz ... .. . e 6-16-52 to 2-15-53
Wayne Tabor ..o 3- 1-53 to 8-31-54

JIREEE Miller ... oot 9- 6-54 to 6-30-55

‘F.“"t"@tu
(" § &
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Clinton County Extension Council
1955-1962

The Iowa General Assembly passed a new Extension Act in
1955 known as the Agricultural FExtension Law. This action
established a County Extension District in each county and
transferred the responsibility of conducting the Extension Pro-
gram from the County Farm Bureau to the County Extension
Council. This council consists of one elected representative
from each of the 21 townships in the county.

The Extension Council assumed the responsibility of coop-
operating with Iowa State University in conducting the Clinton
County Extension program on July 1, 1955.

Programs were developed in land use, crops, livestock, 4-H
club work, farm and home development, family living, and com-
munity and public affairs.

The Extension Office was moved from the Farm Bureau
Building to the Post Office on April 24, 1961.

The present extension staff is Norman J. Goodwin, County
Extension Director; Helen S. Whittington, County Extension
Home Economist; and Jimmy Miller, County Extension Asso-
ciate.

1962 EXTENSION COUNCIL

Bloomfield
Brookfield
Camanche
Center
Clinton
Deep Creek
DeWitt
Eden
Elk River
Grant
Hampshire .
Liberty
Lincoln ...
Olive

Virtus Scott
Sheldon Rittmer
Frank Hubbard
Donald Stuedemann
Wilfred McDonald
Arion Potter
Mrs. Robt. Schuster
Adolph Dohrmann
.. Donald Dierks
Roy Cain
.. Arnold Horst
Donald Stevens
Don Sievers
Pershing Johnson

Orange
Sharon

Washin
Welton

Spring Rock
Spring Valley

Waterford

Hubert Green
Mrs. Hubert Glynn
Charles Shaver
Donald Hildebrand
Lloyd Lawrence
Russell Paulsen
James Poutney

gton




PRESIDENTS OF ORGANIZATIONS
SPONSORING EXTENSION SERVICE

Agriculture Committee,
Clinton Commercial Club

1912 - 1913 — George Farrell*
1914 — E. C. Forrest*

Farm Improvement Association
1915 - 1916 — Warren Walrod*

Farm Bureau

1917 — Warren Walrod*

1918 - 1919 — Charles Coverdale, Clinton
1920 — William Burke*

1921 — Chris Jensen*

1922 - 1923 — O. C. Mowry*

1924 — Ralph J. Walls*

1925 - 1926 — Hans P. Heldt*

1927 - 1928 — H. E. Wilkinson, DeWitt
1929 — L. C. Meinke, Delmar

1930 - 1931 — Herman Schultz, Lost Nation
1932 - 1934 — Edward Ruggeberg, Lost Nation
1935 - 1936 — Roy Traver*

1937 - 1942 — Charles Martensen, Delmar
1943 - 1946 — Bruce H. Kelley, Miles

1947 - 1949 — V. C. Rutenbeck*

1950 — Herb Carlson, Maquoketa
1951 - 1952 — Joe Carber, Des Moines

1953 - 1955 — Lewis Rathje, Clinton

Clinton County Extension Council

1955 - 1957 — Raymond Green, DeWitt
1958 - 1959 — A. H. Keen, DeWitt

1960 — Frank ‘Pat’ Hubbard, Clinton
1961 - 1962 — Roy Cain, Delmar

* Deceased







