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FOREWORD

Available reports covering Agricultural and Hon# Economies Extension 
work free 1906 to 191# are la typed for®. They are individual reports and 
wore not brought together la one complete statement. Ko administrative and 
specialist reports wore ©ado for the period July 1st, 1912 to July 1st, 191# 
except a brief summary of Shortcourse work made la September 191#. Several 
brief County Agent reports wore made la 1913 and 191#. Such typewritten 
reports as are available can bo found in the College library. Beginning with 
July 1, 191# Extension reports have been printed and bound copies of such 
reports are la the College Library.

In view of the importance of early extension work in Iowa in laying 
the foundation for and giving direction to the Extension educational system 
It is desirable that the developments of this period be brought together In 
one statement* In doing this It is helpful to outline important phases of 
work that preceded ths actual establishment of a separate department of 
Extension and which made a direct contribution to extension methods of teach­
ing and organisation. Thia is what the following pages attempt to do.

In order to present the record ef Extension work during the first 
eight years in a more compact and readable form the various activities are 
grouped under the following general headings.

Shortcourses
County Demonstration Yarns Including soils Work
Beginning of County Agent Work 
Educational Trains
Work with farm Boys and Girls
farmer Organisations and Baity Test Associations
fairs, farmers Institutes, Picnics* Toure and Other Gatherings 
Administration — Intension Legislation,

SHORTCOURSES

The first Iowa shortcourse was held at Iowa State College In 
January 1901 and was planned by Bean C. P. Curtiss. It was confined principal­
ly to livestock Judging and livestock management and was quite popular and 
successful.

In 1900 Prof, P.O. Holden while at the University of Illinois conducted 
a com school for farmers. Prof. W. J. Kennedy who had recently cone from the 
diversity of Illinois to Iowa State College knew of Prof. Holden’s corn work 
and suggested that Holden be brought to Ames to conduct the oom Judging and 
corn growing instruction in connection with the winter shortcourse in 1902. 
This suggestion was approved.
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It was with ton apprehension that corn work was added to the short- 
course program. The shortcourse the previous rear had been confined te livs- 
stock. It had been successful. But what about corn! Could & study of corn 
be node interesting to practical farmsrst That was the facet ion. Xt wa# 
cautiously decided to give a short period each day to corn.

Holden* s oom work at the College Shortooursa in 1902 was strikingly 
successful. The farmers attending wanted more tine for corn. They appealed to 
Holden. The shortcourse program could not very well be changed. An additional 
olas# in the study of oom was, therefore, arranged for 5 a.m. each morning. 
Termers attending the class had to bring lanterns because the college electric 
lights were not on at that hour. The 5 e*clock class continued throughout ths 
reminder of the course.

W teacher interesting enough to indued a group of practical farmers 
to bring lanterns in order to have a five o’clock class in oom growing aroused 
the interest of President Beardshear of Iowa State College. Be had a talk 
with Holden. Prof. Holden relates the following interesting account of his 
nesting with President Beardshear. "The first function he asked ne was what I 
was going to do in the future. X said that when 1 learned enough X was going 
bask into *oolloge work. He remarked *we want you in Anss, you are an educator 
and good teachers are scares. There are hundreds of people who can handle 
Tucks small project of 25.000 acres of fams*.*

Thore were however, financial difficulties to be mt in bringing 
Holden to Iowa. The college did not have enough money. Mt through the help 
of Uncle Henry Wallace and two farmers, Mr. Cook and Mr. Adans of Odebolt, 
$600 of additional funds wore turned over to the college and Holden was brou^t 
to Ines in the fall of 1902 with the title of Vico-Dean and Professor of 
Agronomy.

Shortcourse Taken From The College to the Country

The first shortecurse conducted in Iowa away from the college was 
hold at Bed Oak in January 1905. The story of how the shortcourse cane to 
be taken fro® the college to other places In the state is an interesting one.

Uncle Henry Mert and Mr. Milner both successful farmers in Mont­
gomery County came to Anes In 1904 to make a request for a shortcourse school 
te bo held at Ml Oak, Iowa. When asked by Prof. Holden how they came to got 
the idea of holding a shortcourse at Bod Oak Mr. Milner told the following 
story. Io mid there was a young nan in their neighborhood who was well 
educated but sort of a happy-go-lucky farmer. The neighbors often spoke of 
him as being shiftless, his corn was poorly cultivated and weedy. Mr. Milner 
said he went to this young farmer and asked hl* if he wouldn’t like to go to 
Ames and take the shortcourse. He eaid he didn’t have enough mousy. Mr.

-Holdne- was at this time manager of Funk Bros. Corn Crowing Operations and 
Sood Company in Illinois.
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Milnor replied, Teaag san, you go to am* and take the course and X will pay 
your railroad expenses and your board. If during the next year you feel that 
the course wasn't worth yew tine and nanny, you needn't pay ne back. But, 
en the other hand. If you feel that it was a good investment, you can pay ne 
When you toll your oom. * Be wont on to any that the young famor attended 
the eellogo shortcourse, became enthused about corn, got good need, and took 
eueh good care of hie corn crop that year that the neighbor# wore such sur­
prised. they naked what in the world had happened to hie that he had become 
ao industrious and had such a fine-looking cornfield. Nr. Milner said, "I 
told then that ho had boon up to Jaes to take the Shorteourse. The people 
said, that if going to Asos would do that for a fellow like hist why don't we 
Ur? a Shorteourse right hero in Bed OakT«

Red Oak - First Local Shortcourse

When asked if ha would oom and put on a Shortcourse Prof. Bolden 
replied, "Why surely 1 will cone. If you put on a good Shortcourse School 
at Mod Oak it will nako awry lire community in the state want one,* and ho 
remarked further, "Ton folks are starting something which is of tremendous 
importance to Iowa.*

Prof. Bolden explained that it would bo necessary to haws a class 
roan for livestock with heat and raised seats) a class roan for work in com, 
an oshibit roan and a place for evening nestings. All thio including the 
salaries and expenses for extra help would have to bo furnished by the local 
people. It would require careful organisation and much hard work. The 
famsrs agreed to do the necessary work. A date was arranged and tickets at 
$2.50 a person wore sold to pay expenses of ths week's school. Prominent 
people wore selected to spoak at the evening sessions. Pref. Bolden took 
a group of students in fam crops to aid in conducting the work in oom and 
grains. Prof. Kennedy and Dinsmore of the Doling# handled the livestock work.

When the Shorteourse opened in Bed Oak ku dan. 1905, there war# nearly 
JOO enrolled consisting of young farmers, fathers and oven grandfathers, the 
shorteourse was very popular in both livestock and grain departments. Hone 
economics work was not included in the first shertceurso but was added at 
the following course in Jan. 1906 and from then on was always coordinated with 
agricultural work in all large shorteourse#.

Other Shortcourses

In March 1906 Lenox, Iowa, held a shorteouroe with Prof. Bolden in 
charge. Prof. W. J. Kennedy, Head of ths Animal Husbandry Department was 
booked to handle the livestock work at this course but could not cone. Ba 
suggested to the Lenox people that I take his place in the livestock program, 
since I was farming a short distance from Lenox. This was my first intro­
duction to local shertoourso work as a method of teaching.

Mt. Pleasant, Iowa sent a delegation of prominent people to ths College 
to request a short sour so. This shorteourse was held in December 1906. It was 
the first shorteouroe to bo held after the law establishing the Agricultural 
attention Department which became effective July 1, 1906.

-3-
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The Shortcourse An Effective Teaching Device
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Th* local shortcourse was on* of th* principal educational acHrlthi 
of th* ttUniln service during th* early year*. It was a very effective teach­
ing device and. was successful and popular fro® th* start. During th* first 8 
years of Intension - 1906 to July 1, 1914, 1?) on* week shortcourses in agri­
culture and ho®* economics were heldf 48 two and throe day courses in agri­
culture and home economics were held and there wore 160 shortoourMo where hone 
economics alone was tau^&t. Altogether 381 shortcourse* were held during this

In order to understand the prolininary local effort required to conduct 
a shortcourse it io necessary to recall that farmers organisations were at a 
lew ebb In Iowa in the early years of Intension. There wore no general fan 
organisations such as the San Bureau and farmers Win. A very few local 
granges wore holding meetings. There were a few local farmers clubs. Then was 
a small number of elevators. There were a amber of cooperative creameries. 
Cooperatives, however, in thorn days did not take much interest in strictly 
educational projects outside of their special fields.

Bhder such circumstances it was necessary to devise sem* method of 
effectively stimulating local action, organisation and support in order to 
have a successful shortcourse. Because of the success of the methode employed 
and because of the application of the principles developed to other phases of 
Extension work they are briefly recorded herewith.

Organising a Shortcourse

A very careful procedure was followed in organising shortcourses. It 
is not the purpose of this statement to go into all of the preliminary details 
in organising a shortcourse but to call attention to some of th* more important 
one*.

la order to be seriously considered for a shortcourse th* community de­
siring it had to send a guarantee pledge to the Extension Department signed by 
100 farmers and 100 business sen in th* eoa®unity guaranteeing th* expenses of 
th* course. It was necessary to have expenses guaranteed because th* college 
did not have enough money to finance the work. It was good organisation 
strategy to have a large number of people sign the guarantee pledge since each 
signer then became in effect a stockholder in the enterprise, as a stockholder 
with his name signed to a pledge to make up any deficit that might occur each 
signer was anxious to see the shortcours* succeed.

Th* reasons for Wring 100 people living in town sign the guarantee wero 
important. To begin with a ohortooureo was a considerable undertaking for any 
community. It was necessary A© haw a livestock room with heat, good light and 
with raised seatsin order to conduct the livestock class work. It was 
necessary to have a corn Judging room large enough to seat from 150 to 200 
people each with a tray of oom for study. It was necessary to have a Home 
Beonmios room Mth stoves, cupboards, tables and demonstration material, an 
exhibit room for corn and other products, and a large rot® or auditorium for



night setting*. It was th* responsibility of the city people to provide 
thee* rooms. It required considerable expense and work to sake local 
arrangements. Bach business nan who signed the guarantee also became a 
potential worker for the course.

It was necessary to have a strong local shortcourse organisation with 
several committee* looking after the various phases of th* work. It was 
necessary for a representative of the college to make two or thro* pre­
liminary visit* to a community in order to be sure that th* buildings were 
in shape, livestock and grain arranged for and a premium list for corn, grain 
and home economic products worked out.

Shortcourse Tickets Sold in Advance

Sine* th* cost of the one week general shortcourse to the local people 
in money alone averaged about #000.00 not including time freely given by 
offioore and committees it was Important that every effort be made to make 
it pay out. Thio was usually done in so far a* possible by selling tickets 
to the shortcourse la advance. Men's tickets sold for $2.50 or $3.00 each, 
women's tickets sold for $1.50 to $2.00 each, day tickets usually sold 
for $1.00 and single session tickets 50 cents. In addition classes wore 
held at 4 p.m, for boys and girls for Which a charge for the week of 50 or 
75 cents was made. On the average 200 men and 100 women paid for season 
tickets. Usually about 50 boys and th* same number of girls enrolled.

Tickets sold in adv nee always assured the success of the shortcourse. 
A stormy Monday or Tuesday even a blissard did not prevent a good at­
tendance If the tickets were already sold. On the basic of the relative 
value of the dollar in 195$ a* compared with 1906 to 1914 a ticket worth 
$2.50 to $3.00 thou would be worth from 7.50 to $10.00 now. People who 
paid that much for tickets ease to th* shortcourse classes regardless of > 
the weather a* they would now If they had enough intercut in the work to7 a^^ 
pay from $8.00 to 210.00 for a week of class work.

It seems certain that attendance at shortcourses averaged much larger 
and cvener and bettor work was accomplished because of making a charge for 
the work. Shortcourses Where th* people paid Were far better attended than 
institute* where everything me free. Moreover people paid closer attention 
at shortcourse*. Th* principle of people paying in part at least for what 
they get 1* a sound procedure. People are more likely to appreciate thing* 
that cost them money or time or both than they are for thing# that arc 
given to the®. Thio is sound philosophy in extension teaching. It io now ^ 
carried out in practice through law* under which county farm bureau* 
operate and which requires farmers to raise private funds each year.

Conducting a Shortcourse

Shortcourse work was conducted on a systematic basis. All classes 
began on time and stopped on time. Doorkeepers checked the tickets at the 
door so that each one participating paid his share. Rie work was conducted 
on a* high a plane of order and attention as prevailed In college class
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rooms. The M#i stanteei Maintained in conduct lag the ala.se work and the 
nethod of teaching with actual fam and hose products oom, oats, alfalfa, 
hogs, cattle, horses, oharts, far® equipment, cooking, clothing and other 
Material being used in demonstrations and discussions in which the class 
participated largely accounts for the great success of shortcourse work. 
Students learned by doing as well as by hearing and seeing.

The shorteourM equipment was adequate. Grain, livestock and other 
Materials were provided by the local people, for the large general one week 
shortoourses the Intension Service furnished a car of exhibits, a car of 
livestock and a baggage car of materials but this did not take the place 
of local exhibits and Materials. These cars were transported free by the 
railroad companies as their contribution to the work.

A day at a one week shortcourse was carried out about as followai

Agricultural Classes

8:00 a.M. Class Sa work, tying knots, splicing ropes, asking halters 
and discussion of other subjects. Meeting held for these 
who could attend included high school students.

9 :00 A.M. Agricultural students were divided equally and class work 
began at the sane tine in the livestock and far® crops 
departments.

She livestock work included the judging of a class of live­
stock of b or 5 animals. Beef cattle, dairy cattle, hogs, 
horses and sheep were used in class work, She work also 
included discussions of the care, feeding and management 
of animals, food racks, individual and colony hog houses, 
etc., were available for discussion.

The far® crops work included the judging of com and other 
grains. Also discussion of the importance of a rotation of 
crops, soil management, growing alfalfa and other leguminous 
crops, etc.

10:30 A.M. Classes changed. Those who had been in the livestock depart­
ment wont to the fax® crops department and those who had 
been in the farm crop# department wont to the livestock 
department.

12:00 Moon One hour1# Intermission.

1:00 P.M. 8mme as 9:00 A.M. except for a different kind of livestock.
Classes in livestock and far® crops began at the same time.

2:30 P.M, Same a# 10:30 A.K. with a change of classes.
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4:00 P.M. Classes dismissed. Many farmers had to go to their hoses to
Ao choree. However, a general session was held on nose fam 
topics such as livestock feeding, soils, rotation of crops, 
pooltry, sto., for those who could remain.

4:00 P.M. Special class for high school hoys, This included livestock, 
grains and rope work.

Home Economics

9:00 -12:00 lectures and demonstrations which included cooking, serving,
sowing and di Hussion of home equipment and home management 
problems.

12:00 Intermission

2:00 P.M, lectures and demonstrations along the foregoing lines.

4:00 P.M. Class for high school girls much the same as for adult women.

Night Meetings

3:00 P.M. Usually three night meetings were held. Oftentimes speakers
other than those handling the shortoeurso wore brou^xt in.
^oito often a spelling contest for rural children was hold on 
Friday night. X have a vivid recollection of pronouncing words 
on one occasion until 11:30 at night. I used up the local 
spoiling bock,President Waft’s message to Congress and final­
ly finished the contest on a group of •Jak cracking* words that 
1 carried around in ay coat pocket — Just in case they were 
needed. On this occasion they wore needed.

On Saturday morning an examination was hold covering the work
of the wook. The questions were printed so they could bo kept and studied 
later along with the examination papers which were graded and returned.

A oom sale was held in the afternoon to distribute good varieties of 
corn and also to raise funds to take care of expenses.

The shortcourse work was carefully organised with specific duties and 
responsibilities for each person on the Extension Staff. In addition to 
these in direct charge of class work and their assistants there were also 
the following:

Advance man who preceded the opening of the course by a week In order 
to got everything in readiness.

Exhivbit car man, who was in the car at all times to explain exhibits 
and who also arranged for groups from schools, luncheon clubs and others 
to visit the car.

-7-
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Paper man who taw to it that bulletins were distributed} that classes 
were provided with paper? that examination question papers were printed and 
ready for use on Saturday morning and that the papers were graded promptly 
and returned. Ke also got the names and addresses of the President and 
Secretary of farmers clubs, cooperatives, chambers of eoweroe and the 
names of any other important groups and individual*.

Baggage man whose duty it was to get all materiale distributed promptly 
and gathered up again, also to arrange for billing out o&rs to the next 
plate to bold a thorteouree.

Livestock car man who took car® of the livestock brought in the car 
and who helped local people get their livestock groomed and in good shape for 
dace work.

I have given the foregoing eoasthat detailed description of the short- 
course work because It illustrate# a philosophy that ha# been emphasised in 
Iowa Intension work. The philosophy or perhaps some would toll it a plan is 
that the beat way to sake adult educational work a success in a community is 
to convince the local people that it is important to thee and also that it is 
their major responsibility to organise and carry It through. The Sxto&slen 
Service then gives its technical help in carrying th® project to completion. 
In short, the philosophy ,ack of Iowa Extension work is the simple one of 
helping people to help themselves. Thio is stellar to what our government 
now calls the Point b Program in International relationships.

The shortcourse was Particularly effective because for one thing it ro- 
paired a large amount of work and effort on the pari of local people to carry 
it through. It was effective because it gave opportunity for the ones con­
ducting the classes to become well acquainted with those la attendance. One 
or oven two day meetings such a* farmers institutes or farm tours does not 
permit this close acquaintance ehip. Out of this association with the faculty 
from tmes along with the experience gained in organising and carrying through 
a ahortcourse local leadership was developed in communities holding short- 
courses. Community leadership was probably developed faster and more ef­
fectively in the early shortoourses than would have been the case had a 
definite effort been made to develop loaders.

This development of leadership in local ooffiminitie* 1*14 the foundation 
for the wift organisation of county far® improvement association#, and later 
War Knergenoy Wood Association# at the beginning of World War I. these groups 
later adapted their present name of County Wars Bureau#. The principal 
result of AxtoneionWork in Iowa was first of all to develop people. The early 
shortcourses accosmllehad this result In a east affaettwe ^^

-8-
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COUNTY FARM DEMONSTRATION PLOT WORK INCLUDING SOILS

Ilk* many ether Important agricultural development# the ide* of having 
County Tara itBonrtratlaa Hate at bob* central plane in the county cane out 
of a diieuwien among farmer#. It Came about in the following way. In th# 
winter of 1903 a farmer# institute wa# in progress nt Hull, Iowa, in Sioux 
County. A dlomstiSB had arisen among the farmer# present a# to whether ex­
periments conducted at Iowa State Sollego would apply to conditions some 200 
silt# away in Sioux County*

Prof. Holden name into the institute while the discussion mi in progress. 
A Mr. Havkins called upon Solden to give hi# opinion. Holden • a reply was 
"Hr. Hawkins you are discussing a natter of very great importance to agri­
culture.* Holden hold that local crop# demonstration# elose to the people 
were of tremendous value. Be expressed th# opinion that every county should 
put on demonstrations and have some one in the county to direct the demon­
stration plots, advice with the people a# to their problems and work with 
fan boys and girls.

Sioux County Establishes County Demonstration Farm

A# a result of this discussion county demonstration plots were arranged 
for and carried out in Sioux County in the spring and sewer of 1903. Ths 
plan called for land, stoney and far® labor to bo provided by the County 
through action of the Board of Supervisor#. Thus all the people in the county 
supported the project threap their taxes.

Local Organization Developed

There was no lav requiring County Boards of Supervisors to stake such 
appropriations. In order, therefore, to eonvine the board, of supervisors 
as to the need of demonstration work it wee necessary to enlist the active 
support of influential famors and others. Thus local interest and 
organisation had to bo developed in order to got county demonstration fam 
plots started. The plan also stimulated the curioeity and the attention of 
the people which io the f iret requisite of a successful extension educational 
demonstration.

After the land had been donated by the County Board of Supervisor# 
and the necessary funds allotted the next probion was to conduct the demon­
stration plots in an effective way. Prof, Holden’s experience in Illinois 
with farmers and with the Punk Bros, seed Company had convinced hin that 
low acre yMlii free corn were due largely to poor seed. Hie idea was that 
faruer# wore slanting weak and dead seed along with good seed and as a re­
sult they got low yieldc.

These first demonstration plots in Sioux County undertook the Job of 
finding cut what the actual situation was as regards the coot oom planted 
in that region. In order to do this seed corn wa# procured from a largo 
amber of farasrs. It would bo difficult to improve on the methods devolo— 
od by Prof. Holden in these first county stations. Because of their im­
portance as a method of extension teaching ths plane developed arc give* - 
herewith in sews detail.

9.
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Seed Corn for Demonstration Work  
Taken From Planter Boxes

first of all in order to naira the demonstration nett effective any 
possible doubt about the fairness of the demonstration hat to be eliminated. 
She seed com gotten from the different fams and planted on the plots oust 
be the sane as the farmer planted in Me own fields or the demonstration 
would not be fair. In order to be sure that this was the ease the seed was 
aollosted fro® either the farmers planter box or Me seed cram sack in the 
field at the time of planting. A trailego representative usually collected 
the sanpies. He was driven trough ths country by a local nan. As they 
drove along the road they would see some one planting corn. The college 
representative would gi to the farmer and ask to take seed out of his 
plantar box. Tor what, asked the usually surprised farmer! The answer was 
to plant on the county fans in order to compare the yield of corn Iran Ms 
seed with the yield of corn from seed gotten from other fame.

The unusual procedure of taking seed out of the planter box or out 
of the sack in the field was enough to arouse the curiosity of anyone. 
Sometimes the farmer was suspicious and refused to give the seed. Although 
I was in livestock work, X Withered the seed and planted one of these demon­
stration Ums and there wore two farmers who would not furnish seed.

Record Kept of Seed Corn - How Handled

The one who collected ths seed had a card on which he wrote the man'o 
nane and addroes. He alee recorded ths name of lira corn if the farmer knew 
the nano. Be made a record of whether the farmer had grown or bought the 
seed corn. If he grew the corn himself, how had he cared for it. Bld he 
gather It before frost, er at time of gathering the corn in the fall, or 
did he go out to ths crib and pick it out when planting time camo in the 
spring! $r the time this information along with the sawpie of seed had been 
obtained the farmer had it imp re esod on hie memory that something of im­
portance was being done on the county demonstration fam. His curiosity was 
definitely aroused. He did not forget that his seed corn was being compared 
with other farmers seed com. from 60 to 80 samples of seed wore collected 
from farmers in this way.

Seed Procured From Outside Sources

Approximately twenty other samples of corn were also procured from 
seed companies and seed corn growers outside of the county for the purposes 
of comparison with the farmers seed. Samples were purchased by farmers 
and turned over to the demonstration fams. This method of collection was 
recognised as being fair because the seed companies and seed grower# did 
not knew that their seed corn was being used on the demonstration plots. 
It was, therefore, the same quality of seed ae that sold to all farmers.
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Ths laaplei were planted on the demonstration plot* with great care. 
A* even * tract of land a# patellae was staked ent. In order to he exeat 
all samples ver# planted by hand, three kernel# to the hill. The else of 
each plot wet 7 by 10 hills, about one-fiftieth of an aore. lash farmer# 
sample was planted in three or four separate plot# in different pl&o®# in 
the field so a# to give each sample as Marly a# possible an ogual show. 
Border rows were planted around outside of the plots to give protection at 
tine of cultivation. Great ears wo taken to prevent errors.

She demonstration field was napped and blue printed. .Each farmer# 
sample was given a amber which was resorted with his nano. Stakes with 
number# on then were driven at the earners of plots.

Field Day Held in Late Summer

In the owner the farmer# whs furnished sample# of com were 
especially invited to a field day to look the plots over. The entire com­
munity was also invited. The forenoon was spent in going over the plots. 
Sepresentatives of the college wore on hand to explain the plot work. Each 
farmer knew his number and the plots grown from his seed. Re could compare 
how hi# oom was growing, the stand etc,, with hi# neighbors corn. And 
what striking comparison# there wore J Some plot# scarcely grew at all, 
others grew poorly and still others grew veil. There wore weak and strong 
stalks too. The plan could scarcely have been improved ^ n a# a demon­
stration of the poor and good seed then being planted.

The people brought their lunch basket# and after lunch a talk was 
given on corn. The importance of selecting the corn early before frost 
could hurt it and then caring for it properly was especially emphasised. 
But Prof. Holden wont further. He urged that six kernels out of each ear 
&ould be tested. The kernels to bo taken two from opposite side# of ths 
butt of the ear, two from opposite sides of the middle and two from 
opposite sides of the tip of the oar. He advocated a Sawdust box test in 
which ths ear# were numbered and an exact record kept on each ear. later 
the mg doll test was developed Prof. Holden urged that tooting seed corn 
and the selection of strong seed was the most profitable work that ah Iowa 
fewer could do.

fee county farm demonstration inspection days were well attended. 
Prof. Mosher who had direct charge of the work reports an average attendance, 
relay days included, of 800 at each field day in 1906.

Demonstration Material Widely Used 
in Educational Work

In the fall the corn was carefully harvested by plots. The yield 
records were computed on the basis of bushels per acre. These records were 
published in the local papers. They provided the basis for educational work 
at shortcoursos, institutes, on trains and at other mooting#. The material 
wa# used effectively and continuously for educational work both in the 
county and throughout the state.
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I have gives In earn detail th* fam variety last >Maw It illus­
trate# what amounted to real genius on the wart of Prof. Solden in develop­
ing educational methods through demonstrations. Shore were also other tost* 
tn addition to farm variety teste carried out on these faros. Shore worn, 
for example, in 1906 at the tin* the Miens ion service was created th* 
following plot* and demonstrations already being conducted In ten counties.

1. Fare variety oom test* with seed procured from 60 to SO fares.

2. Introduced variety test* that brought together for comparison 
nappies of oom furnished by seed grower*.

3. field test of gemination box tested oom to mm Whether tooting 
oom in the sawdust box and then testing another sample of th* 
sane oom In th* field shoved any difference In germination.

4. thickness of planting as to yield.

a. Somber of kernels per hill.
b. Busbar of stalks per hill.

She county demonstration fams had shewn at least forty years ago 
that four kernels or four stalks of corn per hill would produce 
more com than a fewer number of stalks.

5. Butt, middle and tip tests io see whether there was any difference 
in the producing power of kernels from different parte of the oar.

6. Individual ear test* to mm how different oars of com about equal 
a* far as anyone could toll by looking at then would actually grow 

and produce whs® planted. Those ear to row test# showed that a fine 
locking oar of com the same as a fine looking beef animal or W 
was no sure prediction a# to what anyone of theta would reproduce.

is early a* 1906 a few eat variety tests were carried out on County 
Demonstration Farms. Also work was under way with alfalfa growing, elimination 
of quack grass and other noxious weeds.

the county fam demonstration work was as already stated begun by 
Prof. Holton in 1903. In 1906 at the time Extension work was created by 
lav there wore 10 county fam demonstrations in operation. Bach demonstration 
required from 10 to 14 acres of ground. The number of county fam demon­
stration fame free 1906 to 1914 averaged about 15 pach year. That was about 
all that could bo handled advantageously with personnel and funds available.

Poor Seed Shown to be One of Causes 
Of  Low Acre Yield

Those early County Stations demonstrated fully and completely that 
poor seed was one of the principal causes of low acre corn yields in Iowa.



They demonstrated the shocking «awleiiniM of some farmor* Mtmk la 
selecting seed. Many farmers at that tine selected seed fro* open cribs at 
planting tine. The demonstrations emphasised the need of knowing whether er not 
an ear of torn would grow and. grow strong which could only be found out by 
testing each ear.

The county station* also demonstrated clearly over and over again that 
seed corn shipped a long distance generally did not do as well as local seed. 
It was bad practice to ship seed fro* a distance either north or south, east 
or west. In short, it was fully shown that seed oom had to be acclimated. 
This, of course, applied to open pollinated seed corn, the only kind of seed 
corn available at the tin*.

Higher Yielding Varieties Located 
and Widely Distributed

The county fam demonstration plot* located and promoted higher yield­
ing varieties of corn. Tro® the first the demonstration farms sought to 
discover high yielding varieties of corn by actual tests in th* field. Pro­
fessional seed men were encouraged to send seed for testingl Oftentimes the 
best seed was found on some nearby fam la th* county. Always when a good 
yielding sample of corn me located, mom of the same seed would be procured 
from the farmer or seed grower the next year and tried out again. Tron 10 
to 15 of these best sample# of seed were tried out each year. In this way 
the highest yielding varieties of corn were quickly and widely distributed 
throughout the county to the great benefit of all farmers.

In addition to corn as has already been briefly stated oat and alfalfa 
varieties cams In for attention and demonstration. Also the killing of bad 
weeds such as Canada Thistle and quack grass was demonstrated. In the 
educational work soils, soil management and crop rotations cams in for 
special attention.

Sioux County Developed Plan Under Which 
County Extension Work is Now Conducted

The county demonstration fam established in Sioux County pioneered 
in developing what are today generally recognised as standard methods in 
organising, financing and conducting county extension work. The Sioux 
County plan provided for county support throng the County Board of Super­
visors. This Included land, labor and county funds. It provided for state 
and federal support through the cooperation of the College. It also pro­
vided for organised cooperation and support and Interest on th® part of the 
tamers. In short, it developed a working partnership between the state 
Agricultural College, the county and organised tamers in conducting 
educational work.

-13-
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Ths Count# to hMMtnHM Plan wi«4 «»® *»** art. effort cm the 
part of the College. & College repr»oontrtlw supervised the location, plant* 
1*« and harvesting of the plot®. A College wprasertrtlw exiled the re* 
suite, prepared the odwrtionsl Material sad feudwtod or helped cortuot 
the oduestieaal well la the bounty. *® f rtt the equivalent of stoat four seethe 
of one Cellage mn*» tier we epeat on each ownty deasnstrrtion fam protest. 
Mb wife wm etailer to county dfmt wife,

First Well Organized Permanent County Extension Program

The County Tata OeMiaet«atiea Una develo^rt by Prof, Bolden we start­
ed eleven years before the passage of the National arttWaver tat in 1914 
and three years before the pa#»<e at the low mention Mt in 1906. St me 
1M^M th# #### /##F th^t ftMMB JU fnapp persuaded Walter C* Sorter of Terrill, 
Terne to try ent demonetrrtlon work on hie fam. It ma started M years 
Wove the first county Agent, *• C. ^tailings, began wife in Smith county, 
Tims is November 1906. In fast, there were 10 county dosMmstrrtion fams 
in operatise in lean in the spring of 1906. Siow County crop deaenstrrtlon 
w>^ b^Hm& th# W#lB#t#£ ## w#x#l^#A ^#w#f Sxtw#i#B wxk Im I^w mA It 
ms, I believe, the first county extension wife in the felted states that 
united the State Agrlcralturs College, tnoluding ths Salted states a^n^mt 
of Agriculture, the musty oojaslsaiaaere end ths farmers in the bounty UH 
a psrtaorrtlp arwagmsmat of fimnolal support, odsmtlon and nanagaeeat for 
the perps** * bri^a# -bout agrieultural dewlopM#t and imrrevensnt.

Some Early Reports Established

Fortunately sone of those County Fare tmonstwtion Imports were 
rtMUhrt and are now in the College library available for study. In the 
spring of 1911 at the tins Prof. Mother left the central offloo to beams one 
of ths first •Count? mansion sorter# in Iowa he had mW for pWisatins 
a swam of all the ©maty dhsmetmtlms wife that had boon ferried, on up 
to that time. fefortuaatoly thio wimble mtorlal w® not published. «r. 
Mosher still has (19$0 this arterial in hie possession.

the roaord of oounty f*M diuMklutifet plot wort would not bo owl*** 
without a word about M. 1, Mosher vha took shares of the wort m a neater 
of the KxteMion Staff in 1906, Hr. Mosher was a tireless sorter, easeful, 
and iwthediaa and with a great desire for amotnees. Bo wet a natural in- 
veotUator. Mo Men we too snail for hl# attention. Wefy bounty fa» was 
aaw*d art bl«* printed. Wery plot timbered art recorded. MieWrto were 
almost nil under his rtillful am^M^Mrt. So wo indeed a wise selection 
far this wry laportMt tart.

Prof. Mortar later in Illinois by using the aetheda of salvation 
developed in ths Iowa County Fans Iwrtrtrrtlea wort diMovorrt art popular!s-> 
ad shat irt know as the iiw **rt. This use a hl^ yioldiae variety of oom 
daveleprt W the Krug family through years of oofitlauous effort. Krug ©ora 
was one of the highest yielding varieties of oom perhaps the highest for 
the arts oom belt rt the time WbHd seed drova the oom polllnrtM varieties 
fysn the field. BPMt* Sorter telle ne Chat one or now irtrrte free the Irv#

G. E. Bliss started sort as county agrtt la eott "eunty on the mm day.

-14-
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corn were used in from 80 to 90< ©f the hybrid corn varieties that were first 
developed,

Soil Building and Conservation

Prof. Solden recognised th© tremendous importance of sail building and 
conservation and eat up a separate department the first year of Intension 
to oars for it. Baring the first six years the soils work was headed up by 
Prof. A. K. Synder. Snyder was both a trained scientists and a good publicist. 
He had rare ability in putting material together and sue an excellent 
selection for those early days of soils work. At the elose of 6 years of 
Extension, Snyder had attracted the attention of X. T. Meredith, later 
Secretary of Agriculture, and became editor of Successful farcing in 
Des Moines. Still later he became agricultural editor at the University of 
Maryland from which position ho recently retired.

Spyder worked closely with county fam demonstration work. Ko also 
worked closely with the field soils experimental work then being carried on 
by the Experiment Station. In 1906-0? the Experiment Station arranged for » 
a number of plots on the different toll types of the state, Spyder help.4 
to put the results from these plots In both exhibit and printed form so that 
it could be used more affectively In educational work.

The following excerpts are taken from the first report (1906-07) of

Professor Snydert

.... “corn being the money crop has been grown continuously for a 
long series of years in many cases and where any rotation of crops has been 
followed it has usually consisted in merely changing the land by introducing 
a erep of oats at intervale of greater or less length. The fact that statistics 
show 96 acres of corn to each acre of clover and 30 acres of oats to each 
acre of clover demonstrates that a comnratlyely small portion of the culti­
vated land in the state is at present subjected to a rotation which includes 
a leguminous crop. The value of a definite plan of cropping cannot bo too 
strongly emphasised ....

•although Iowa is a stock-raising stat© and a large percent of the crops 
raised is fed upon the farms, it is nevertheless true that much of the fer­
tility removed from the soil by crops falls to find its way back into the 
soil. The truth of this statement is obvious to anyone who travels over the 
state and has the opportunity to observe the numborou# barnyards and feed lots 
located upon the banks of a stream or a ditch where the most valuable constit­
uents of manure are rapidly leached out and Carried away by the water. It 
cannot fall to impress one with the idea that the farmers give more attention 
to securing good drainage In their feed lots than to conserving the elements 
of fsrtillty in ths manure....
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Drainage

"The fact that approximately one half a*  great an area aa 1*  planted in 
corn annually in the state of Iowa io partially useless and in many nates is 
an actual source of loss to the farmer owing to the lack of proper drainage 
has justified devoting considerable time to emphasising the importance and 
practicability of providing ample artifldal drainage for land which is not 
thor ughly drained naturally. Many tile drains are poorly laid out and it is 
Important to emphasise the fact that a system of tile drainage should be 
looked upon as a permanent improvement ant the necessity of using greater 
ears In laying tile drains.*

Cooperative arrangement with Experiment Station

"Arrangement was made whereby the major portion of •experimental work 
could bo conducted in cooperation with the soil section of the Experiment 
Station..., The plan of the experiments was such as was decided upon by 
the two departments. The soil section of the Experiment Station shall have 
the right to publish complete results in bulletin form and the Intension 
Sopartment shall have the right to use them in a demonstrative way in 
lectures, etc., or for holding meetings at the various fields at the time 
when the most important and most interesting features of the work are best 
shown by ths growing crops....

*• "Three experiment fields have coon installed within the pact year 
(1906-07)i one at each of the following places - Humeston, Manning and 
Conrad. They are designed to test the effect of applying the three main 
elements of plant food - nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium - alone and in 
their several combinations, the object being to determine whether or act any 
of these elements are present in too small an amount to meet the full demands 
of the crop ....The rotation followed consists of corn 2 years, oats 1 
year, and clovef 1 year. Thus two sections of crops will be planted to corn 
each year, one to oats, and one to clover....The relative effect upon the 
soil of a continuous culture of one crop, of a rotation without a leguminous 
crop, and of a rotation including a leguminous crop are being tested....

"In addition to these a similar Iowa experiment is being conducted on 
a somewhat mailer scale near Sioux City and some special work upon a peaty 
swamp soil at Somers....Arrangements have been made with a number of farmers 
for conducting experiments upon their heme farm. *

The first bulletin published by the intension Service was on the un­
solved problem of properly saving and utilising farm manures. Each short­
course had its eoseion on soils and soils fertility, Maintaining sail 
fertility was one of the main argaments advanced for livestock and dairy 
farming.

*We would now call it demonstrations!.
**A number of these fields dating from 1906-07 were carried on by the Experi­
ment Station for many years.
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I record these fasts in order to Infora people of a later feneration 
that the conservation of soils and SOU fertility was made one of th# Im­
portant first objectives of attention work in 1906. Soils losses were not 
so evident forty-six years ago as now. Information concerning soils ant 
their preservation was not at that tine very extensive. People were not 
so sonwl«u of the need of paying careful attention to their soils, as is 
now the ones. Extension education from the beginning recognised the im­
portance of the soil and laid the foundation for the present soil conser­
vation programs.

In his final report in 1912, Prof. Snyder said:

“The six years which I have been connected with this Department have 
witnessed a remarkable change of sentiment on the part of the people in 
general toward soil work and soils problems. During the first few years of 
ay work it was by no means easy at all times to gain a hearing upon 
subjects pertaining to fertility, and it io not stating the situation too 
strongly to say that the great majority of farmers listened in a very 
desultory manner, even many of those who wens studying their business from 
the standpoint of improved stock and Improved akin.

“It is certainly most gratifying to note the interest taken in a 
discussion of soil problems in the past year or so, and suggests to a® that 
now is th# time when much can bo done along this line, and not only can 
much be done, but immense good can be accpopliehod for the future of the state. 
The people are ready and anxious for information regarding their soils, and 
the most serious handicap to successful extension work along that line is 
the meagerness of definite data concerning Iowa soils. It takes years to 
obtain reliable data concerning many of the most important soil problems, 
and it is nothing less than a short sighted policy for a great agricultural 
state to delay in providing ample funds for carrying on soils experiments.*
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BEGINNING OF FULL TIME COUNTY EXTENSION WORK

Staring the rears 1911 and 1912 there was considerable discussion as to 
ways and means of asking extension education work continuous in counties 
through local organisation and the employment of full time workers, there 
wore both national and local incentives for the establishment of permanent 
extension work in counties. Texas is credited with having the first fill 
time county agent who began work in November 1906. This work grew out of the 
effort organised by Dr. Knapp to combat the boll weevil and also to improve 
agricultural conditions generally.

County Agent work in the south grew rapidly to meet a groat need. It 
received large financial support from the General Educational fund of the 
Rockefeller foundation. In 1910 the work was in progress in 455 counties and 
450 agents wore employed.

This southern work was directed from Washington as reported by Dr. Knapp 
in the 1909 Yearbook of the Department of Agriculture. Wrote Dr. Knapp, "The 
farmers' cooperative demonstration work is conducted by a special agent in 
charge, who reports direct to the Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry. There 
are five general assistants and a full office force; also a corps of field 
agents is employed, classified according to territory in charge, as State, 
District and County Agents. These agents are selected with special reference 
to thorough knowledge of improved agriculture and practical experience in 
farming in the sections to which appointed. The county agents are appointed 
mainly on the advice of local committees of prominent business men and 
farmers conversant with the territory to be worked. Each agent has in charge 
the practical work in one or more counties, strictly under such general 
directions as nay bo issued from the central office at Washington, D.C. 
District agents are expected to have not only a knowledge of scientific 
agriculture, but to bo practical farmers and to have had considerable ex­
perience in the demonstration work. State agents are strong and capable 
non, who have shown their ability to carry out successfully the instructions 
of the central office over a largo territory, and they are especially 
qualified far the work by the possession of the tact necessary to influence 
men.”

It will bo noted that the early county agent work in the south was 
controlled and directed from the United States Department of Agriculture 
in Washington and with little administrative authority on the part of the 
state, county or land Grant College.

Beginning of County Agent Work in the North

The office of ♦Mm Management, U.S.D.A. in cooperation with the 
Chamber of Commerce of Binghamton, I.Y., the Delaware and Lackawanna Mil- 
Road, and the lew York State College of Agriculture employed an agent to

*True History of Extension Work - page 73.
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work la Broome County and adjacent count lee la Mew I oik: on March 11, 1911. 
Ric headquarters for thio work **» la th# farm tan«i of the Binghamton 
Chamber of Commerce. The nano Jara Bureau was coon adopted by organisation# 
of farmers capportlag the county agent work la lew fork, and was then 
taken up by similar organisations la other states.

As compared with the work la the south the northern work Included 
active cooperation and supervision of the Land Grant Colleges. AS has already 
been noted the County Tarn Demonstration Plan organised by Prof. Holden in 
Sioux County provided for State, County and farmer support and a working 
arrangement of supervision and education among the throe cooperating 
agencies. This plan Mt up la Sioux County in 1903 is now the accepted way 
of doing County Extension work in the United States.

Development of Full Time County Extension Work in Iowa

In May 1912 Prof. M. L. Mosher made a special report to ne as Acting 
Superintendent of the Extension Service relative to the matter of placing 
an agricultural extension man in each county. Prof. Mosher had made a quite 
careful study of the problem and beeauM of the fact that ho actually out­
lined the work of Iowa's first County Extension Agent his recommendations 
are given in part herewith. Said Prof. Mosher under the heading:

County Extension Man

"The time has come when some me Iowa county should be encouraged to 
hire a trained agriculturalist to live in the county and assist with the 
direction of the various lines of agricultural work of the county. This is 
being done in other states and countries. In some places it is being done 
under state or national supervision with state aid and in some places udder 
the supervision of an independent association financed by the commercial 
interests of the cities within the territory interested.

•In Worth and South Dakota, Better Taming Associations have been 
organised to carry on this line of work. Men are stationed in the counties 
under the supervision of a State Superintendent. H. I. Patterson, a 
graduate of this institution is in charge of the work in South Dakota. This 
work Is being financed by the commercial interests of Minnesota and the 
Dakotas. The Associations cooperate with the Agricultural College and 
Experiment Station in conducting the work.

"Men in Woodbury, Clinton, Scott, and Pago Counties have spoken or 
written to me regarding the organisation of their counties for definite 
agricultural work. I have talked with several and have mentioned the 
plan publicly in a few instances. There has nearly always boon a hearty 
response. I feel sure that such work will bo organised in several counties 
within a few years. I believe, too, that this work could best be directed 
by the State College rather than by an independent organization such as is 
found In the Dakotas. This would prevent needless duplications.

- 2 -
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"The felloviK is * brief statement of the work which X hare in mind 
that ouch a man could Ao in the county. *

Pref. Mosher then recommended that a county demonstration fam 
similar to those already in operation bo established in each county with a 
fell tine worker in charge. Be would giro special attention to soil fertil­
ity and expand the activities and the demonstration tarn in ether ways and 
diroot demonstration work and improvement of seed on the county farm. Thia 
last work would thus bo the same as the County farm Demonstration Work.

Recommendations

Mosher recommended that the College and Experiment Station, through 
the Intension Department agree to provide the following things}

1. "general oversight and supervision of the work.
2. "Additional non and women for short courses, institutes,>icnias,etc.
3. "Printed matter for distribution in the county.
b. "Improved snail grain seed to be grown at the county farm or else­

where for distribution in the county.
5. "Aseistaneo in selecting a competent man to do the work."

Mr. Mosher recommended that the following conditions should be re­
quired of the county whore this work will bo done.

1. "Definite arrangements for at least throe years continuous work 
should bo made, with the intention of making it permanent. A man 
would need at least three years time to dovelop the work and get 
results.

2. "The expenses should bo paid by both town and country people. The 
farmers should pay part of the expenses. People appreciate moot, 
things which cost them something. If the farmers help pay the 
expenses they will fool that the expert is their nan, their servant, 
aS he should be.

3. "It should bo understood that the nan would act as a county ro- 
prosentative of the State Agricultural College, working in close 
cooperation with the Extension Department and State Experiment 
Station.

4. "The Board of Supervisors should appropriate the 3300 for experi- 
nontal work on the County Parn, no they are permitted to do by lav.

5. "Suitable office rooms and equipment should bo provided. Such rooms 
and equipment would very probably bo provided by the Commercial Club 
of the county seat.

6. "lot less than $3000 annually should bo provided to carry on this 
work. A man of experience, competent to begin this work cannot be 
secured for lose than $3,000 a year to begin with and ho would 
probably require more after the flrot year. At least $1000 should 
be available annually for office help, stationary, charts, travel­
ing expenses, etc.

- 3 -
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7. "Some organisation such as the Coaaercial Club, County Brangs, sr 
Short Course Association should, guarantee the finances of the under­
taking.*

Mosher also weommendod the immediate appointment of fire non to give 
full time to county fan demonstration work. Inch nan to haw cr^rs? of throe 
counties, this virtually meant fiw full time county extension agents for 
fifteen counties and would haw prepared the way for full tine extension 
workers.

The first real pioneering for a full tine county extension worker in 
Iowa was done in (Hinton County. Mr. Mosher** first annual extension re­
port in 1906 called attention to the work of George 1. Darrell, County 
Superintendent of Schools in Clinton County with fan boys and girls along 
corn lines. Later this sane County Superintendent had such to de with 
getting County Agent work started in Clinton County, the following was 
reported by Prof. Mosher the first County Agent. Mosher's early reports 
aw giwn herewith in sone detail since it describes the beginning of an 
important now line of work.

Organization of County Agent Work in Clinton County

"The Clinton Commercial Club under the leadership of C.I. Terhune, 
Secretary, and George 1. Morrell, County Superintendent of Schools, and 
with the support of a few loading farmers of the county started the move- 
nent. The Council of Grain Exchanges, with an office in Chicago, had 
offered $1000 of what was known as the Sears Boobuck money for starting out 
work in the county provided a similar amount was raised among the farmers 
in the oounty. During June of that year (1912) * series of meetings were 
held In all of the townships in the oounty. These meetings wore addressed 
by the writer (Mosher) who was then a member of the Intension Department 
of the Iowa State College of Ames, Mr. George 1. Tarrell, county Superin­
tendent of schools who had done considerable very creditable work with 
the boys and girls clubs and by Mr. C. D. Terhune, Secretary of the 
Clinton Commerielal Club, following these meetings sufficient subscriptions 
wow made by farmers of the county so that the wqulrementn for securing 
the Seaw Hoebuck funds wew mot and the Clinton Commercial Club felt 
Justified in guaranteeing the additional expenses for a three year period.

"Arrangements wow made that fall (1912) whereby the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture paid $1200 per year towards the salary of the county agent 
and furnished the franking privilege enabling him to send out circular 
letters without having to pay postage.

"At that time the connection between the county agent work and the 
Clinton Commercial Club was very close. Those farmers who subscribed money 
to support the work virtually became members ef the Clinton Commercial 
Club with the understanding that all such fees should go towards ths 
support of agricultural work.

- 4 -
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"The work continued, practically on thio basis for a little acre than two 
years. Daring the winter of 1912 and 1913 township organisations were formed 
in nearly every township of the county. Officers were elected and. a membor- 
ship fee of $1.25 per year decided upon, with the privilege of anyone pay­
ing acre if he so desired. Eighty percent of the membership fees in the 
townriiip associations was turned over by the treasurer to the agricultural 
committee of the Clinton Commercial Club. She remaining twenty percent of 
the membership foes was retained by the local association to pay the ex­
penses of local meetings............

W winter of 191^ and 1915 it was generally recognised that it would 
bo bettor for all concerned that the agricultural work be separated entire­
ly from the Commercial Club. A membership campaign was carried on and 
sufficient interest and subscriptions secured to warrant organising that 
was known aS the Clinton County Para Improvement Association. Headquarters 
was established at De Witt and the office moved to that place so that the 
county agent would be more nearly in the center of the county in order that 
he night . hotter servo the people all over the county. The Clinton Com­
mercial Club continued to support the work the third year by paying $1000 
to the newly organised farm Improvement Association.

"Even after the work was separated from the Commercial Club the matter 
of financing it was difficult and during the fall of 1915 the bankers of 
the county camo to the rescue and subscribed between one and two thousand 
dollars in order that the work undertaken might be completed. This in brief 
is a history of the organisation for throe years and four months up to 
December 31, 1915.*
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The following diagram was issued by the Clinton Conner Commercial Club

CLINTON *PLAN

FOR AGRICULTURAL BETTERMENT

Confining City and Country a* a single unit.

for

agbicult-

count

CLINTON 
IOWA

Commercial

Club

Iowa
State

College
Agricult-
ural

fovnahl?

^ On la each *•

Xtl^bor* 
imi

Club
12 haniM

Agricul br­
utal 

Coulttea 
20 Country and 
10 Cllatoa

Member#

of 20 towo-
■hip#

Clinton, low, combined with Clinton County, 1* th* 
**first to eaoly an Agricultural Bxpert la th* Stat* of 

Iowa, th* fifteenth in th* United Stat**  and th* first of 
all upon thi* plan.

•* This evidently refer* to th* northern state*. Actually th* South W many 
agent* working at that tine.

♦ leaned by Clinton County Consieroial Club

SHE CLUTCH Pill
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Scott County Begins County Extension Work Sept.

ft. 1. Bliss. Bogan similar work as County Agent in Seott County on the 
sane day as Clinton County. Bowser, the pre lint nary organisation work was 
principally developed i» Clinton County. Prof. Mosher's experience in County 
Tam Demonstration Work gave hi* a running start on the work in Clinton 
County.

Schoolhouse Seed Corn Meetings Held in Sept. 1912

I find the following account in a report sate By Mosher to the Chief of 
ths Bureau of Plant Industry dated July 1. 1913 concerning the first 10 Months 
of work in Clinton County. The county work Began September 1. 1912. During 
September the new agent held 95 meetings in schoolhouses reaching 1169 school 
children, 85 teachers and 1926 patrons making a total of 3180 persons.

"At those mootings demonstrations of methods of selecting and storing 
seed oom wore given. Stalks of corn shoving good and poor characteristics 
wore taken into th* school rooms. Two simple methods of hanging up seed were 
shown. The reason sky th* tressing of undried corn kills th* germ was ex­
plained. Good and bad place* to store seed were suggested. Vo endeavored to 
make the lesoone so practical that they would appeal to the men present and 
so simple that the Boy* and girls could understand the*.

"Partly because of th* very bad condition of seed corn th* spring of 
1912, and partly because of these schoolhouse meeting* there wae an unusual­
ly large amount of seed saved in th* fall of 1912. Men who had formerly 
•eld many patented seed corn hangers reported that they could do no business 
with men whose boys and girl* "learned at school how to hang up seed corn 
with binder twine. ■

County Agent Busy From the Start

County Agent Mosher was a very busy man. Thore was th* county demon­
stration farm to plan, hog cholera to be combatted, a county fair to attend; 
two short courses to hold and two institutes to attend, a series of winter 
corn meetings to bo hold, fam visits to be made, letters to bo written and 
mailed and th* organisation to bo Maintained.

Altogether during th* first ten months 164 mooting* worn held with a 
total of 16,925 people in attendance. There wore 117 office visitors and 114 
fam visits worn made. Seventoon hundred personal letters and 5778 circular 
letter* were mailed making a total of 8478. Ton carload* of lime wore dis­
tributed.

Eighteen townships were organised with 443 members and membership fees 
amounted to $1139.35.

In doing thi* work Mosher traveled 1700 miles by milroad, 2697 miles by 
auto and 161 miles by team making a total of 4558 miles.

County Farm Demonstrations

Mr. Mosher's most important work was on the county demonstration farm.
This demonstration the first year had to do with corn and alfalfa.
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The Clinton County Corn Test - Mosher Report

"the Clinton County com test vac begun the winter of 1912 and 1913. 
Meeting# were held in every township in the county that winter and non were asked 
to bring in seventy ear# of corn each. One hundred and fifty-three sen brought 
in ouch sample#, 97 of which wore selected for field trials. A careful gemination 
tost was made of each ear and fro# those ears showing perfect gemination forty 
of the best appearing ears wore selected. A few rows of kernel# were shelled frm 
each of the forty ears and nixed together to Make the sample of seed useful used 
in the field trials. In the spring of 1913 the 97 sasples were planted side by 
side on the county fam near Charlotte. Meh sample was planted in eight 
different plots. In the fall the corn from each plot was weighed and represen­
tative ears saved. Proa these ears sanplec were exhibited at a aeries of Meetings 
held in seven or eight places in the county during the winter of 1913 and 1914.

"In the spring of 1914 seed was secured fron 19 of the non whose com 
had given best results in 1913. These 19 samples were planted on six fame in 
different parte of the county. Boring the winter of 1913 and 1914, 43 samples 
of com which had not been included in the field trials of 1913 were secured and 
planted on the county farm in the same manner as were the 97 gaaples in 1913. 
iron the## 43 samples eight wore selected as the beet.

"In the fall of 1914 a considerable quantity of seed ms secured from ths 
half deson non whoso com had given best results the first two years. Ifeis com 
was planted on several fame in 1915. The oom which gave the highest average 
yield for ths throe years that the test ms conducted ms that furnished by 
?.l. Rggor# of Bryant. She Studcnan corn, however, which ms nearly a# high 
yielding for th# throe year average and which was a decidedly earlier type of 
com ha# proved most satisfactory and is the one which has had general distri­
bution over the county."

In a recent conversation Prof. Mosher said that within three or four 
years 80^5 of the com in Clinton County ms being planted from high yielding 
varieties of com located in the county by the County ©monstration Pam. 
Prof. Kosher's work in com in Clinton County ms outstanding.

Introduction of Limestone - Mosher Report

"I have a very definite aesory of the first dmonstration showing the 
value of limestone on alfalfa and clover in Clinton County, the first ms on the 
fam of 1. C. forest who then lived in Oatriver Township where he had spread 
sone plaster frm an old house on part of an alfalfa field. The increased growth 
of the alfalfa ms very apparent and a considerable amber of people wore taken 
to see this field.

"A second demonstration was on the fam of Prank Coverdale Who had been 
growing sweet clover for a good many years at that tine. Many will recall the 
big sweet clover picnic which ms held on his fam and attended by non frm 
several other counties and fron some counties in Illinois. Mr. Coverdale had 
used a little liaostone on erne very snail patches of sweet clover that spring 
and the Increased growth due to the use of line stone ms very apparent to 
everyone who attended the picnic.
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“Severa car load# of limestone were uwd in th# county work that first 
year. I note in «y report for the year ending December 31, 1913 that we 
reported approximately 500 tons of limestone used that year, for the year end­
ing December 31, 191ft, 1200 tons wore used and for the year ending December 31, 
1915, 1500 tone were used. With the use of limestone came the successful 
growing of alfalfa.

Soil treatment Tests

"During the season of 191ft in co-operation with the Soil Department of 
the low Deportment Station a series of soil tests wore arranged for in the 
various types of soil in Clinton County, four series of plots were laid out 
that year on the farms of John Olson; Olive Township, Warren Weired; Welton 
Township; Ils I. Ostergaard; Mon Township and M. I. federson, Outriver 
Township. These results indicated very definitely the value of the use of 
limestone and phosphate, either in the form of rock phosphate or aoid 
phosphate, for soils of the typo represented on that farm. If the soil tests 
on that farm may bo continued for the next twenty years I doubt whether there 
is any work that was undertaken during the first throe years of the farm 
bureau work in Clinton County which would have proven of as great value to 
the people of the county as the starting of these soil treatment tests.* It 
is not the intention of this report to go into detail as to ths early County 
Agent work further than to report in sone detail the work in one county.

G. R. Bliss Begins County Agent Work in Scott County 
Sept. 1, 1912

G. R. Miss started work in Scott County on the same day that Mosher 
started in Clinton County. However, the preliminary organisation work was 
principally developed in Clinton County. The first year's work of Bliss in 
hog ehloera control attracted wide attention. His report shows more than 
17,000 hogs vaccinated because of the efforts of the new organisation.

J. W. Coverdale Appointed Asst. State Supervisor of 
County Agents

On December 1, 1912, J. I. Coverdale of Clinton County, a former student 
at Ames accepted the position of Assistant State Supervisor of County Agents. 
Coverdale had had farm experience and had unusual organising ability. He 
was one of the farmer organisers of Clinton County and understood both the 
organisation and the nature of the work to bo developed. Ho was an excellent 
choice to head up the organisation work.

Other Counties Employ Agents

following the organisation of Clinton and Scott Counties five ad­
ditional counties were organisgd. in 1912-13 as follows: A.A. Burger began 
work In Black ^fcjp^^&JSftW*^^ J„Davidsoiuin Montgomery
County, December 1? mz^.Ar?o^^ C<mtj^ March 1O7T913 and 
1.0.Wise in Wright County, June 1, 1913. Three more counties wore organised 
in 191ft.

- 9 -
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Sie county extension worker# of floe rapidly became the educational 
eenter around which the far® improvement association, later the County Jam 
Bureau, the test associations and other fam groups centered. He office 
became a clearing house for difficult fam lunations and fam problems. If 
he could not answer the questions himself ho got in touch with those who 
could or if there wore no answers such questions were referred to the 
experiment station.
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EDUCATIONAL TRAINS

Iowa, corn educational train# were operated In order to help solve * 
bad seed corn situation. there had been a hard frees© in the early fall of 
1903. It frosted the com while still racist and ranch good seed was killed. 
By l&ta winter it was apparent that poor seed corn would bo the role for 
Iowa's 1904 crop unless something was dona about it.

Prof. Solden was appealed to for help by the agricultural press and 
the Iowa Grain Dealers Association. Solden suggested that each local elevator 
get three farmers to send 10 ears of corn each to Aaes to be ear tested. This 
was done, later a meeting of grain men, agricultural editors and farmers was 
held in Des Moines and Holden reported that out of 1256 ears received at Aaes 
only 6o£ would grow. Holden took a sawdust seed corn testing box to the meet­
ing in Dos Moines to show how the tests were made.

Those present at the Des Moines meeting were thoroughly convinced that 
something should be dons. But whatT Holden said he would drive from town to 
town and show farmers how to test individual ears. Someone suggested that a 
train would reach a lot of farmers in a short time. This suggestion met with 
approval. V. H. Given, Superintendent of the Des Moines Talley Division of 
ths Chicago Bock Island Ballroad agreed to furnish a train. Prof. Holden 
agreed to take charge of the educational work.

First Seed Corn Train

The first seed corn train left Des Moines over the Bock Island Hailroad 
the third week in April, 1904. It had one large coach for speaking purposes 
and a combination dining car and pullman to famish accomodations for lecturers.

Prof. Holden did the speaking for the first three days making 48 talks 
in the coach and two at night mootings hold in halls. The railroad station 
talks were of twenty minutes duration. After the first three days another 
coach was added for lecture purposes and station stops wore lengthened to 
thirty minutes. Under the new schedule the number of talks each day averaged 
from sight to twelve. Holden also had additional help in conducting meetings.

Message Simple, Direct and Effective

One end of the speaking coach was fitted up with charts, seed corn 
testing boxes shoving corn in various degrees of germination and devices for 
hanging up corn. The talks wore simple, direct and to the point. The audience 
was harried into the car as rapidly as possible and the talk began as soon as 
they wore seated. Prof. Holden explained the testing of corn so simply and 
earnestly that farmers wondered why they had not thought of it before.

Prof. Holden, among other things explained the seed corn testing box 
which was a simple affair. Two inches of wet sawdust on the bottom of the box, 
a piece of muslin the also of the box marked with one and a half inch squares 
and each square numbered to be placed over ths sawdust. Then, Prof. Holden 
demonstrated taking two kernels from the opposite sides of the butt of the ear, 
two from the opposite sides of the middle and two from opposite sides of ths 
tip. The ear to bo turned slightly as the kernels were removed.
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Six kernel a fro® each ear wra placed In one of the square 6 of the cloth
a and the eare were then laid away so that each ear would correspond with the square 
” on the doth. Another hoary wot doth we placed over the kernels and the box

kept in the living roan or a reasonably war® place. Holden advocated keeping for 
seed only the eare that grew dx kernels strong. Other ears wore to be discarded. 
It we a most convincing demonstration of how to get seed that would grow.

Select Seed Corn Early - Before Frost

Bolden advocated gathering seed early before frost and drying it out before 
freezing weather. Be showed how hanging the corn up to dry with each ear separated 
could be easily done with binder twine. But in spite of this care in selecting the 
corn and oaring for It Holden insisted on testing six kernels fro® each ear. He 
argued that this was the best use a farmer could sake of his tine.

Material from County Demonstration Farm Used

When the first corn train was run there was already information available 
from the Sioux County Denonetration far® which showed marked differences in yield, 
among farmers* samples. This information along with other information was put on 
charts. Ths demonstration was given with groat skill and was most convincing.

In addition to the talks by Prof. Bolden, lectures wore given by two 
students who wore later to become prominent in agricultural affairs. They were 
M. K Mosher who later did outstanding woik in farm management in Illinois and 
M. 1. Wilson, the present Director of the Rational Extension Sorvino. J,J. Jones 
and A.®. Shansi of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, a former assistant of Holden, 
also gave lectures.

Seed Corn Lectures Very Popular

The seed corn trains were very popular. A report published in the Iowa 
Register May 12, 1905 states that during the years 1904 and 1905, 1235 lectures and 
demonstrations were given on corn in 770 towns and 145,3 63 people were reached. 
Seed corn trains trawled nearly 10,000 miles. Host of the demonstrations and 
lectures were given on coaches each of which could by crowding seat about 100 people.

Oftentimes enough people to fill two or three coaches would be waiting at 
the station. In such case more than one lecture or demonstration was given con­
currently. It Is worth recalling that this early work was done before an Extension 
department had been established.

Seed Corn Trains-First Important Effort to Reach 
All Farmers

The seed corn trains conducted in Iowa were the first important efforts in 
the United States to reach all farmers with specific information on an important 
agricultural problem, from this standpoint alone they marked the beginning of a 
new era in education. Sewspaper publicity concerning the trains and the methods
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advocated was very large and widespread. Practically every paper in the elate 
cooperated. Within a few year# 200,000 copies of a bulletin on the selection and 
care of seed corn were distributed, there were very few faraers in Iowa that 

did not know about the seed com trains and the Importance of selecting good seed.

Iowa Corn Yields Increased by Millions of Bushels

there was, of course, no way of actually determining the results of this 
widespread educational program for bettor seed com through trains, county 
demonstration fams, publicity, shortcourses and institutes, the overwhelming 
opinion in Iowa was that many millions of bushels of com were added to Iowa's 
oom crop, the wore careful selection and car* of seed com received an impetus 
that reached every connunity in the state and it was sever lost. She seed com 
campaign was the nest successful nass agricultural educational campaign up to 
that tins.

Educational Trains Used in Several lines of Work

Educational trains wore a prominent part of Iowa Extension work free 
1906 to 1912. They crossed and recrossed the state. These educational trains 
included not only corn work but them worn also oat trains, dairy trains, live­
stock trains, soil trains, and what was designated as the Breakfast Bacon 
Special. On several of the trains an additional lecture oar was added for hone 
economics work which was handled by Miss Knowles and her assistants.

It is not ay Intention in this brief report to attempt to describe each 
of the separate trains, how they worn Mt up* what they taught, and how they 
worn operated but rather to group then together and give the general way in 
which all worn handled. I was at one time or another on all of the foregoing 
kinds of educational trains. I spoke on nest of them and much that is written 
hem cones from personal experience and obMrvation.

The Educational Train

The educational train was a device for reaching store people in mom 
places in a shorter time. The train usually had two or three lecture coaches 
although sone of the trains as already indicated had an extra coach for hows 
economics work, ill trains had a baggage car and a combination pullman and 
dining oar. The railroad company provided the train and also furnished eating 
and sleeping accomodations. Until passes worn prevented by law the milroads 
also furnished free transportation to college people. Svory possible comfort 
was provided for speakers.

Petition Required to have Train Stop

Attendance at local stations depended as alwa ys on local internet 
and effort. To get the necessary internet, fifty farmers worn required to sign, 
and send in a petition requesting that the train Stop and also promising to do 
what they could to got out an attendance. Material was published in papers 
giving the hour of arrival and Information concerning the purpose of the train. 
In the later years of train work the Extension Service sometimes found it 
worthwhile to send an advance man ahead of the train to see that all local 
arrangements had been made.
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Most stops vers scheduled for a period of a half hour. Generally the 
lectures and demonstrations were given on the train although sometimes they wore 
given in a nearby lecture hall. Bight lectures wore always given in a hall. 
During the etop of 30 minutes people had to bo gotten on the train, seated and 
then gotten off again. Tron eight to twelve stops a day were node.

Much Demonstration Material Used On Trains

The lecture oars were alum ys fitted up in one end with charts and other 
demonstration material* depending on the subject presented. As already pointed 
out the com trains had charts, the sawdust test box, later the rag doll, for 
testing oom and also other equipment. On the oat trains in addition to charts 
a demonstration in treating oats for aunt was given.

On the livestock trains in addition to charts, snail individual and colony 
hog houses wore shown. Also samples of protein foods including a bunch of hone 
grown alfalfa hay would be shown. Economical livestock production was em­
phasised. On the Bacon Special the Morrell Tasking Company furnished a car of 
packing house exhibit* with a member of the company present to make explana­
tions.

On the dairy trains in addition to charts there wore tooting apparatus for 
testing nilk and also samples of feeds as described for other livestock trains.

Charts, materials and home conveniences were used in the home economics 
work. In the train work, things to see in demonstrating umotioss wore always 
used. The educational work was attuned to both the ear and the eye.

Method of Handling People

The trains wore run as nearly on time ae possible. When a train camo into 
a station the engineer usually pulled the whistle back and lot it shriek re­
minding everyone within hearing that the special warn arriving. Because of charts 
and materials set up in one end of the oar it was necessary for people to enter 
and leave at the sane end of the ear. A careful system was carried out in getting 
people on and off the coaches. A member of the college staff or train staff was 
on the lower step when the train pulled into a station. The one to conduct ths 
lecture and demonstration was standing on a raised platform in the end of the 
car. The seats next to the speaker wore filled first. The more people who 
crowded into the car, the better for the speaker. There Is something contagious 
about crowding and numbers. I have often seen throe In each seat and one sitting 
on the arm of the seat thus doubling the mating capacity.

There wore no preliminaries, no introductions and no stories. Everything 
was Intensely earnest and business like. The one in charge had an important 
message to deliver and he started delivering it as soon as the people wore In 
and seated. The lecturer paid no attention to time but watched for a signal 
from the rear of his car which was the cue to close and get the people off of 
the train.
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Lecture Centered On One Subject

The intense nay in which the work was centered on one subject for 30 minutes 
was quite effective as a teaching device. The way the people kept coning te 
trains indicated their popularity. The way in which educational trains wore 
supported by railroads and by the press of ths state gave evidence of what the 
publie at large thought about it. Educational trains contacted regions, towns and 
people that had, heretofore, net boon touched by the College. She trains literally 
reached almost every castsranity in the state. they wore powerful help to a snail 
staff of Intension workers in taking education to the people. They wore 
spectacular and the daily and weekly press gave large space to than. Everybody 
know about the educational trains. They helped lay the foundation for widespread 
educational work soon to follow.

Movement Spreads to Other States

As a comment on the wide influence of Iowa educational trains it can bo 
pointed out that the Movement spread to other states. In 1906 educational trains 
had been operated in 21 states. Various agricultural problems wore presented to 
people by weans of trains. The Movement reached its peak in 1911 when ?1 odur- 
cattonal trains wore run in 28 states with an attendance of 995,200 people. 
The educational train ma by this time being supplanted by more intensive Methods 
due to Moro finances and larger personnel. Let it be remembered, however, that 
the educational train did a tremendous service for agriculture in the early days 
of extension by Making it possible for a few workers to reach many people.
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FARMER ORGANIZATION AND DAIRY TEST ASSOCIATIONS

la 1906 at th* Mm th* ^tension Bepartmat M«n imk, fan organi­
sation* la th* state wars at a lea sth. there ware as Tars Bars*#*, ae Thrmrs 
Wise, salp a fa# grange* eat a few isolate* famore »l^«a Sa the field of 
fara cooperatives there were aasy small cooperative ereaaeries an* a few oo- 
operatise grata elevators. Agricultural organisation was latest la a low state 
at that tiae.

Moreover, there was a general eat widespread fooling that faraers strait 
aet cooperate er wort together la aa organised way. thia feellag prevails! even 
aeoag toners. The sharp Hoe of th* Grasse la th* eighteen oeveatloa eat it* 
•Wily proeipitieus decline tended to eoafira thia belief. A generally aa* 
ceptH opinion was that it was aaoloae to try to organise faraers. they won 
consider** to to too independent and individualistic. Th* organisation of th* 
Iowa Cora Grower* Association as a resalt of ths Aase Short tours* save evidence 
of a asw spirit that was developing la lew* agriculture.

Farmers Clubs Encouraged

It was apparent, however, to th* newly create* totencica Sarris© that 
if the ms* of the people were to to reach** with Extension education it 
wool* hare to to aeeeapliehe* through organisation. la th* early fall of 
1906 I fla* la ay aote* kept at that tin that I was vorkiag oa the propers- 
tin of * leaflet settle* forth the advantage* of faraers organising clubs 
la order that they eight acre effectively stw*y their proMoa. Aloe a leaf­
let giving a propose* constitution aa* by law* was prepare*. These twe 
leaflet* wore aneag the earliest print** by the extension service aa* wore 
distributed la th* winter of 190* aa* 190?. The preaable to th* toast! tut lea 
aa* W laws for farasr* club* was a* follows!

Realising th* importance of organisation la pronating the tost Interest* 
of agriculture along social, acral, educational an* financial Hass, aa* be­
lieving that such organisation, by including ths tools foully in its aentortolp 
wiH ton* to prenote a higher ideal of tone life, an* also believing that 
onto an organisation will to a valuable man* for th* interchange of item* an* 
the securing of •**• that will to of general benefit to th* comranity wo the 
faraers cf_................ ................. ..................do hereto »*apt the following consti­
tution an* by laws.*

This preatolo toscrlto* too pattern that has guide* ths general organise* 
tional activities of to* Intension Service. Always the educational an* social 
wore eaphasiso* and always th* entire faaily was include*. Tamer* alto* began 
organising •* the foregoing basis in th* viator of 1906 and 190?. tots was 
the toglnnlnr of tout later becam a widespread faaily tope ef organisation 
that spread over toe state.

In order to determine tow th* plah would work I presented It to a mating 
held in the winter ef 1006-07 on a fare close to ay hone la southern Iowa. A* 
a result a farner* club was organised and remised active until th* county fam 

W bureau cam into existence and teak it* plan*.
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Ons of th* first policies irtrtlliW by ths Mtsasies Mpartnsnt was, 
ths refers, to assist farsors to organise. thio was done la order to enable 
ths Mperteent to reach WO poodle with educational helps. M Saturdays at 
ths conclusion of th* short soars* ths plan for organising farsors dubs was 
presented as* farsere wore urged to organise. Organisation of farsors slabs 
was argot at iastitatos sat ether agri*"!****! gatherings.

State Federation of Farmers Clubs Organized

IT th* owner of 1911 neighborhood farsors ©Jah# hat besom so awasrou# 
that a sooting was arrange* •* th* state fair ©roasts la 5m Melas# for ths 
Woos* of federating ths leeal slob*. The asotiog was wallet te erior by Pref. 
Widen ant a general tlssaooloa was belt. G.W. Mat of Logan, a graduate of 
lews Stat* Mlloge ant a long tins amber of a local farsors elob was oloetot 
President. 9. A. Vioewaager of Onawa, Iowa, was oloetot Secretary. As 
ex* out is* oosnlttoo was appointed. Mat later boeaws President of th* lews 
Pars Mros* Toleration. Wileses* Tamer reported aster tat* of Soptesbor 11, 
1911 that th* attendance at th* f^ymre slob organisation meting on ths State 
fair ©round* exceeded all exportation*. Ths* was th* foundation being laid for 
farther organisational dowvlewent anon# famor*.

Help Given to Granges

A* a young ean Prof. Selden belonged to the Patron* of BMbaadiy(Orang*) 
la Michigan* M •*• particularly impressed with it* wale* to fats oonsmitios 
and gav* th* then struggling low grange ewery useeursgesmt.

In 1996 thor* wore, hewowr, only a very few grange* i» th* etate. 
A.*. Judson and hi* family in southwest lows war* giwa orodit for temping 
the grange allwe for a nunber of years. A state nesting was held each year 
owen though practically* the only grangers present wore seaborn of his fasily, 
his rslatlwo and a few others, hewer tholes# the State Charter wa# retained 
#1 th# Mg*la? MMftl M##i*K w# btl#«

At on# tine a san was enpleyod on the Intension Staff ter the purpose 
of organising granges, tbs objoetiwo was te preside an organisational neons 
through which sere people eosld bo roasted in an affection way with educational 
notarial. A grange wan organised on the college caapus with Pref. Solden as 
Master. I was at one tine Master of the Iowa State Milage ©range. Kowowr, 
with all thio effort the assbor of graagoo ineroasod wry slowly. I find in 
ay note* that 15 local grange* were organised in ths fiscal year ending 
July 1, 1909.

Organization Necessary to Reach People

In ay annual report oShsitted July 1, 1912 1 find ths following state* 
asnt. *Xow farsors are slowly but surely awakening te the need of organisation. 
Ewery neater of the extension dopartnent on ewery occasion has onphasited this 
used sad as a result, a considerable number of grange# haw been organised owr 
the state. I bellow this is css of ths soot inportant lines of wort that the 
extension dopartaent io sailed upon to encourage. It is sanifostly iapeesiblo 
for a departasnt at th* Iowa State Milage te reach sore than a wry snail 
fraction of the people of the etate directly but they can, through organisation, 
oea* into direct teach with an owery-lnerea»lag amber. Wot only is this true
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but th* organisation Habit adm mv of th* preblcM yMalhr to tte neigh- 
berhood. VltM a hi# ambor of granges throughout the state, it wadi to 
#iiiU» to tacTMta th* efficiency of start courses, fasnera* institutes, celt 
stows, pioaiosi build up ata develop a sorrespustaMs Mfteta ata also prosit# 
the teaching of agriculture In th® high schools Mt rural schools. Sewy 
effort steulA to sudo to further tan organisation of granges.* Tte following 
statoaent was eta* on far* sites.

•I tare enphasisod tte necessity of organising fringes net tacaum 
they are superior individually to tte farssrs* site, tat toenu* of tte 
Batumi organisation white biMo item together as a unit ate tens® enable® tte* 
to aeeonplite nor# titan ttey could singly. Tte site Asos for tte cteMBtaty 
virtually tte sane thing so tte grange. tte trouble in tte past tee bees, 
bowver, to keep then going. In order to oversees this difficulty, the state 
organisation of faraere* dubs already Mationta, was started at the State fair 
last year. St should receive avow moouragoneat ata every effort should to 
out forth to encourage our tamers to organise slub®, la ®o»» warn® Utas tte 
dte will necessarily to tte only farms r organisation. tocos® of tte conviction 
against secret organisation.*

Short Courses Organization

^tenover ata wherever a short course wae set up a temporary organisation 
was required in order to ante tte course effective. The short course organi­
sation required th® participation of both ns® wad verm ata both town and country 
Wplc» H was, therefore, a truly eosnwtty type of organisation. It retired 
an Iumbm wsowst of local Wit, white in turn necessitated a president, an 
native executive cossitte®. ate ebairsten of several important o®enitteoe te 
carry tte program through. I vac etaireen of tte Intension eentatte* on tte 
organisation ©f short courses and know first hate tte great mount of vote 
retired os tte part of Ideal people to ack* a sMceesfol short course.

Since the organisation for chert courses to Aleevseed under tte chapter 
on short course* I will not diecuee it tore farther than te observe that the 
organisation of Short courses provided a acet efficient laboratory ter the 
training of future fam leadership in the fam novenont. Tte 381 tenoral ata 
Bcm ScombIcs short Conroe organisations set up free 190$ to 191b wore a very 
practical wans of training leadership that quickly organised tte state for 
support ©f tte govern®®nt in tte first World tar. They were tte active force 
ba* of tte county agent wowsent and the county tor Snergesay taprovewent 
Associations, (later County torn tarecuo.)

Creamery Organization

It ted always been an accepted practice on tte part of the delloge te 
give assistance to groves of faraere who wished te organise ereaaerioo. this 
service was continued by Intension, Severer, tte probloa in tte northeast 
•action ate otter dairy Motions ef tte state in 190 6 wes Mt to ergsAlve wore 
creoserie®. There wore too may ®*»U ereemrles intaewioly seppHed with 
talk ne it was. Ite problew wo te fat wore talk in order to atao those 
orwaMrlos prooporons. Tte totenolon Service onergiee wore wtatapslly glveo
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to ways ate m*m of supporting existing farmers orsanoriss ratter thus band­
ing aara creameries and ala# towards the arable* of increasing the production 
ef cows being milked. Feer eowe lite poor need earn wore hatelmpplng efficient 
agriculture.

Cow Test Association - Canadian Plan

tee caw teat association developed a new type of organisation set up 
primarily to both increase the production of milk ate decrease the cost of 
production, la attempt me node in 1907 to organise a test association on 
teat was thah known as the Canadian plan which regained tamers to bring 
samples of «ilk to the local creamery for each cow ones each math. This did 
not work very mil. Got of ease 36 farmers tee started only b completed the 
rear.

Cow Test Association - Danish Plan

On Marte 23, 1909 Mr. Belmar Babild of the M.S.D.a. conferred with 
representatives of the Mtemian Service ate Dairy Department relative to 
organising cooperative cow tooting associations tn Iowa, tee United States 
Department of Agriculture had made investigations concerning test associations 
that wre operating in Dewart. In fact Mr. BabllA had lived in a oowmuaity 
that operated one of the asooolatioas before he loft hie native country of 
Deanart ate was quite enthusiastic about the value of testing sows in herd 
improvement.

After a attey of conditions In the state. It was decided to make the 
first attempt at organisation near Waterloo, tela section of ths state was 
considered the best because of the generous cooperation In dairy improvement 
work always given by B. >. Shoemaker ate I. 1. Colby of Kimball's Dairy 
Tamer. It was alm chosen because the Batmoian Service had hold short 
courses both in Waterloo ate Cedar Tails. I had charge of the livestock wort 
including dairying in mameetion with them short courses ate was personally 
acquainted with many of the prominent dairy farmers in that region. The 
Orange Creamery five miles south of Waterloo ate ths Benson Creamery a few 
miles west of Cedar Thilo wore selected as promising places to make a beginning.

Black Hawk County Selected to Try 
Out Cow Testing Work

On Marte 2b, Nr.Xablld ate I went to Waterloo. We spent the next ten 
days driving through the country discussing cow testing wort with farmers, 
phoning to different individuals ate holding amt Ings. Ms first conferred with 
Mr. Colby, Miter of the tinballs' Dairy Tamer ate then made our first trip 
to Mason, near Cedar Thilo. This was considered a promising place to mate a 
beginning because of the gate wort done in that region by Mr. Ballantyne, the 
buttermakor. Ballantyne had been talking teat ammiatimss for the pact year 
or two ate had already paved the way for a permanent organisation. Ms alm 
tost time to drive around the country with us for two days ate ws ware enabled 
to moot ate present the plan of testing cows to a large number of Benson 
Creamery's boot patrons. In this way ate by mean# of the telephone, a good
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deal of information was disseminated and considerable enthusiasm mm worked up.

Beginning of  Pioneer Test Association 
Orange Township

The tint organisation Mating ana halt March 29th at the lata Chareh 
fear ailee Math of Katarina la Orange Township la the Orange Creamry Metric!. 
Grange Creanexy patron# had already Keen •mid* on the now teat aSMoiation idea, 
la fact the mamelon service hat conducted a Canadian typo of one tenting taking 
their on neaples of nil* and triaging then to the creasery to ho tested. One 
trestle with thia plan erne that daring the wry busy maths of the earner, the 
farmro frond it difficult to Kring their samples ia. Bevevor, they hollered in 
thewlw < tasting ewe. At the Snon Ahnrch Meting Mr. BabiId presented the 
vert In detail and Mr. Colby and I mA# short talks, the romite of the meting 
were met gratifying as swathing war 200 sown wore precised.

Beginning of Benson Test Association

On March 30 a sinilar meting was held at the Benson sehoelheuse near 
Coder Falls, this neo ting had boon roll advertised and there was an excellent at­
tendance. Mere again Mr. Babild presented the general details of the plan and 
with wry gratifying remits, sines 230 sows were precised at this meeting.

the next three days were sprat in driving through the country and asking 
personal solicitations for ths rewired amber of cows. Mr.Babild took one too* 
and I took another. In this work we wore assisted fey interested farcers and by 
Wr. Colby. At least ran interested farcer always vent along with ne. I recall 
that Mr. Morgan and Mr. Milton of the Benson district gaw of their tiro in 
driving through the country and in giving their approval to th* work. Also la 
the Grange Township Bistrlot Mr. Colby and Nr. Switsor, Secretary of the Orange 
Greenery drew through the territory and gaw their personal support and assistance. 
At the end of three days stream** driving the Benson Creamery had 26 farmers with 
3?8 sows pledged and the Orang* Greenery 25 farmro with 38$ cow pledged.

Test Associations Self Supporting

•he general agreement entered late by each farmer was as fallowsi •Where­
as Pioneer Dairy Testing Association has boon organised for the principal purpose 
of providing Mane for th* cooperation of it* Makers in the weighing and test­
ing for butter fat of th* milk of cows periodically and for th* improvement of 
their dairy interests and where**, it 1* proposed hr said aeoeolatiea to engage 
a suitable person for that purpose ao soon a* enough subscription* are obtained 
to warrant said association to engage rare percent re the undersigned neabere 
of said association each for himself and Mt ora for the other, severally agree 
to pay the era of #1.00 * year for meh row sot opposite our reepeetive naaes to 
raid association for that purpose, said foe* to be paid in quarterly installments 
in advance. the first payment to bo node as soon a* such person 1* engaged by 
said association. Bach one of u* also agrees to furnish board and lodging for 
said verson for at least cm day each south and convoy hi* to his Mat place of 
work. Said person shall not work Sundays but shall hare board and lodging owr 
tanday at the plane where he Is reeking Saturday.*
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Interesting Incidents in Early Organization Work.

Sow wry sousing inetanoon ©scarred while organising these early test 
associations. la those lays wo drive Hwy toons sal hat plasty at tine to 
•tap and talk. Oat lay ay driver saw a farner easing taw the road who had 
tail* a largo hart of • owe. la Moisted that I talk with thia aaa shout th# 
dairy taat association although ha expressed esse daub! at to whether or sot 
ha wait go lata it. Me, however, stopped Ma and ay driver explained what at 
vara trying to do and introduced as. 1 proceeded to explain what tha oov tatt­
ing association proposed to do. Ko looked at aa rather blankly at the atari 
and than hie ayaa grow wider eat wider ant finally bo amid in a rather pitying 
way* "ye* follows want a* to go into a oow teat association in ardor to find 
out tha ascent of butterfat ay eowe are firing and pay nonoy for it. Wat I 
want to know it can’t you fallowe toll when nilk ie yellow!* •©!«»>• to hie 
teas ent he #•• gone. Wil, wo didn’t find *uy like that bat we did strike 
a few.

Cow Testers Had To Be Trained

Thia finding of suitable son waa • rather difficult problen. X, of 
source, had ay other work to attend to along iaiaal Husbandry linen and .eon who 
wanted to do cow teat association work on the baeia of the salary that would bo 
paid with the collection of $1.00 per cow for the farners wore scarce indeed. 
It was not an Attraction snodgb salary to got a college graduate to undertake 
it. It was, therefore, necessary to find sonoene else or at least to find a 
college ma who would do it for ths experience.

I finally got an out-of-stato nan, Mr. doorge 8. Horonee, who had had 
dairy experience in Wisconsin to cone here to undertake thia work, be also 
succeeded in convincing one of our dairy students, Mr. dec. Patterson, to under­
take the testing of ©owe during his susaer vacation. 1. therefore, proceeded 
to train these nea in the techniques of running a cow test association. It was 
•onething of a case of the *blind loading the blind* for I did not knew each 
about it syeolf. I, however, did train then how to figure rations carefully 
ant keep records. Through the cooperation of the Daisy Bepartaont, the mb 
wore trained how to take saaples of silk and how to do the testing.

Pioneer and Benson Cow Testing Associations 
started June 11, 1909

It was «tane 11, 1909 before the two cow test associations were started; 
one the Pioneer south of Waterloo and the other Benson at Cedar Walls. It was 
regrettable that so unch delay took place between the organisation of the 
Associations and the actual setting up of the progra®. However, the associations 
saved off in rosy good shape without wen* dropping out. This X considered noct 
fortunate. In fast, at the tins the associations wars started I visited easy of 
the seabers who had signed previously in the spring and talked the nutter over 

x with than again.

| Benson Association Holds Picnic

In duly, X wrote to the Secretary of each Association and suggested a 
^ picnic to bo held soaetiae during tbs Mouser. The Beacon Association noted on
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this suggestion mA * war successful pirate was held in Mergas te«» ©a 
West IS* Meh neater breast Ma basket ant th* lunates ware plaosd on * 
cannon tabla. da orchestra free Cedar Falla helped to llvta things up. M. 
tan Felt, Mr. farnlgsa, a newspaper nan fro* Cedar Faile; Mr. Mah of the 
Mtensien bepartaoat eat 1 sale abort spoestes. Viewed free the educational 
and social standpoint this picnic was one af the beat ant succeeded la aecosplIch­
ino the purpooe of getting the neuter# of the asoociation late decor teach and 
harnray with cm another.

According to agrocnent Mr. Patterson loft the a###olation on the 11th 
of September to take up work again at the college. Nr. MM of the intension 
Bepartaent took charge of Ma aseooiatian for three week# ant then turned it 
ower to Nr. Persinger a new nan who hat Men trained ant who finished that year. 
This changing of non caused dissatisfaction ant ante It sonowhat difficult for 
Mr. Persinger to get started bat, nswrthslese, he tit a wry goat Jeb.

Associations Buy Cow Feed Cooperatives

In October, X wrote to the two tost associations and urged then to call 
a meeting and'diecus# the advisability of purchasing foods together in large 
tvantitioe. The Pioneer tost Association through the efforts of Mr. 'Florence 
severed prices from different firns and by poo 1 log orders and baying early they 
succeeded in getting their feeds considerably cheaper than eonld otherwise haw 
boon tone. While X Ao not haw definite figures to show Just what was sawd, I 
fool rare in wing that the cost of the association far the satire year was 

■ sawd on food purchases alone.

The coater# of the Mason Association neglected to get together early 
enough to obtain the full benefit of coeperation la toying their feedstuffs but 
they did ache an agreeaent with the local dealer whereby the neater# of the 
association scoured their foods at a oonsiderabls reduction la pries. Sswral 
Bombers told ne that they sawd ths cost of the association in this way alone. 
Thus the test association ascoapllshed otter wimble results than the testing 
of cows for butterfat.

Association Creates Enthusiasm

toe following observations free ay notes taken at the tins will glw 
eras idea of how the test associations worked, toe association creates Mr 
thMlaan and stirs w energy. It doss this Moans* of the friendly eonpetition 
pronoted in the etswunity. No one liken to be at ths tall ent of the list and 
tense owryons nates an entra effort to taprow Mo nethede. For cxanplo, a ana 
in one of ths local toot aseoeiatlene hot long hold the reputation of Ming ea- 
oeodingly careless in taking oaroof Ms barn and tn Ms dairy netted# generally. 
One day the local buttensaker happened to pass by thio san's place ant noted that 
things looted unuraally tidy. A little inwstigation brovg^t out Ite fact that 
the tester was easing the next day. this nan was being helped by conparlson and 
actual denim strut ion. Ms didn't especially relish a post tie® at the tail end of 
ths list so M got busy ant really taprowsd hie nethede.

54.



55.

I alto fiai thia statemat la ay notes. The fellawlaf suggestion# Meat 
aa observation and experience say bo helpful to organising future dairy teat 
assentations. Don’t premiss ar don’t imply aura than can be live# ay to. Tor 
example, don’t premise that the ma eeat te bottle the work will be able to 
toll the farmer# all there is to know about footing dairy ©owe. Promise that 

1 the ma who tehee charge of the association will ba able to toll or fiat out 
what io know about the foot# the farmer le feeding. he cun figure the 
nutritive ratio of the foods fed eat aloo bo able to toll what eueoeoaful 
dairymen are footing at other pluses. So eaa alee toot milt eat glee in­
formation *o to what each eow io producing. The farmer earn then trav hie 
own conclusions. Fronton little ant to much, I haw fount thio mot hot 
twits secoweary ant offeetiw in organising eow tent associations.

kF 1912 ton •cow tent associations hat been organised ant eventually 
reached ever loo in the state. They wore wry successful from the beginning 
in increasing the amount of butterfat produced and in decreasing the coot of 
production. The principal value to the state, howewr, wan la the widespread 
publicity given to the actual romite which encouraged dairymen everywhere 
to make improvements. The Dairy Tost Association was a very effective 
educational device in increasing milk production.

The Following Is Taken From My Report 
July 1st, 1912

The dairy test association io organised for the purpose of increasing ths 
production of the cows. That it has boon very successful in accomplishing 
thio purpose is shown in ths save of the Ploaoor Toot Association. In 1910 
the average butterfat production van 13b Ibe. per <»wi in 1911, IdO lbs. per 
eow or an increase of 2d lbs. of butterfat worth #.66 per sow. We have In 
the state of Iowa, about 1,500,000 milk cows, an averse increase similar to 
that brought about In the Honour Association would increase the greet profit 
Of the sews of the state by thirteen Billions of dollar or $130,000.00 to each 
county. The increase in production, however, io not the only financial advantage 
gained by the man who has Ms cows tested. This way clearly was shows in a 
combination Salo of milk cows held at ths farm of W.t. lowland near dance- 
villo. The cove la the sale had all been tested and the auctioneer in selling 
each eow read her butterfat record for the previous year. The sew ewers are 
of the opinion that they received at least 120.00 per cow mere bemuse of 
having their novo tooted and Mo buyer on the other hand is bettor satisfied 
since he knows a little more shout what fas is getting.

There are, however, indirect benefits that cent from the tost association 
which In ay opinion, are of more real value to the community than are the 
financial advantages already mantionod and them are the general improvement 
of the community along intellectual, social and neral linos. It is neooseary

•The cow test association was the forerunner of the farm management association. 
These two types sf educational organisations have boon unusually successful in 
increasing farm efficiency 1* protection.
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far the nonbor* of Ue teat MiHtetim to get together eeoasionslly to Ureter 
toelee pertaining to the dal# Weises*, see* at the perehee* of f«M, the beet 
•ethod of cenbining feed*. norketMg th# product, brooding. eta. These mating* 
begun U a technical way, to Moraes a particular subject, hate broadened eat 
la wmy ease# late a social gathering or feraere* club which include* every 
amber of the faeily and la which the progr^* cover* ether problem pertaining 
to the fam not to the eocnunity. A* a result, aero interest it take# la the 
school*, reaAe art aerial condition# generally.

Gar of the OMMaitiee first organised la a Miry tret association hat beer 
banefittod distinctly hr anatisgs of this character and sow holds a regular 
el oh Metin# once * Math and a piculs each sunaet. It Is thio larger Hew of 
the benefit* derived fro# Ue test association that strike* asst forcibly those 
who am interacted la the future prosperity and welfare of the ecanuaity. Such 
or^alsatious mi the Ml? test vsmeHtlon, financed a* they ar* for th* cost 
mrt by the sea who receive benefits, teal to develop the eenmaity hr helping 
people to help thMsolwo rather than by pauperising a c««H»ity by teaching 
people to aspect to have certain benefit* given to the# without effort os their 
part.

Farmers' Cooperative Elevators

In 1906 when the SKteneiOB Service w# created farcer owned cooperative 
elevators wore having a hard struggle for existence. They were fought by old 
lino elevator* and of tent Ise* tout difficulty with the railroad* in securing 
•citable building cites along the railroad.

In view of ansi stance given by the western Grain Sealers in organising 
med corn train* the early grain ooopcrstlvnt Wortua&twly associated the 
college owed corn inpreveaent work with the gross thet wan musing then 
trouble. The College has always worked with nil grown* in the state that 
would work with it. Holden, of e»urw, did not diemoo elevators in nay way. 
Be advocated better seed oom which Was good advice for both old line ant co­
operative elevator# and particularly rood for farnere.

Xi was sy goat fortune to sake a contact with Mae Midlotoa a fervor near 
*#• drove who was proninext in the cooperative elevator sowaeat and alee 
C.©. Itoowrole, Secretary of the Parrere drain Sealers Asmeiation. 'Through 
these contacts I attended a ennbor of elevator neetinge in the early day* of 
Mtenoton and was able to explain the position of the College and thus to do 
away met of the crlHoim. This conUet began in this wall way later develop­
ed. into real cooperation between the college and farmer* cooperative elevators.

Boys' and Girls' Clubs Organization

* state organisation of Beys’ and Stria* Clubs appear* In th* chapter on 
Club woifc. Thio organisation we famed in January 1910 and by the «wner of 
191b had Ib.dM ambers.
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FAIR, FARMERS' INSTITUTES, PICNICS,  TOURS, AND 
OTHER GATHERINGS

Agricultural Societies Authorized in 1838

She lew legislature early adopted the palsy of encouraging Careers 
te inprow the far® business. the first territorial legislature la 1838 
passes sa eat authorising the Incorporation of county agricultural societies, 
the Objeetiw of this legislation we te encourage self-help cAscation.

The territorial legislature of 1*1 extends! the set proritiag for 
oeunty agricultural sooiotiee to incites township societies. This was an 
owiSsst latent to mash practically all faraors. The 1*1 act alee pro- 
▼Med far a territorial or state agricultural society. The act roguesteS 
the 8. 3. Sowranent to supply 1200 frat the Unites States Treasury la 
support of agricultural societies la Iowa. Thus 414 the Iowa legislature 
nako aa early appeal for federal ail for agriculture.

This early territerial legislature authorise! agricultural societies 
to ho!4 Bootings, publish Material, coquet fairs ant exhibits an4 
regulate the price of aAnittenoe to Boaters. They were aloe authorise! to 
award preniuns oa "wash articles, protections ate iaprowMents as they 
nay Acea test calculate! to pronate the agricultural housoholA manufactur­
ing interest of the territory haring special reference te not profits which 
accrue or are likely to accrue free the note of raining the crops or stock 
or the fabrication of the artiste........

In 1851, the Iowa State legislature appropriate! fates for the support 
of agricultural societies on condition that each society mooiwing aid 
weal! raise an ague! assent but net te rooeim aero than >50 free the State 
Treasury. Thue 414 the Iowa State lagielate.ro adopt a policy that is still 
in force of supporting far® grotto presided such groups weal! wake a 
special effort of their own to laprow. It nay bo sal! that the Sowa State 
legislature note than 100 years age ostatdiste! a polity siailar to the 
gorernaMt's present Point b progran, own while the state was still a 
territory.

Fairs Including Exhibits

County agricultural societies authorise! by the legislature te 
contest fairs an! exhibits wore the first agricultural oducattonal terioos 
te bo dowlopte by tamers la Iowa. The county agricultural society was a 
forerunner of the county fair, what io generally considers! the first agri­
cultural society was tel! in fan Suren County on October 12, 1*3. It hte 
principally to Ao with talks on agriculture. The first state agricultural 
society neoting ate fair was hoi! in Fairfield in October, 18*.
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!Inm early agricultural tMhUt* wn distinctly educat ml. They 
W talks ly preulneat woplo. They towbpti nMMU of liwttMk ant 
ether fata pretest* free white they ehanfad gradually into what wo now know 
a* the county and stat* fair*. State* Mstriet and Conner Stir* haw remised 
strong through th* year*. teeir principal educational objection la the early 
<«y* of extension work was a* it 1* now the Case to bring together exhibit* 
•f fam pretest* ter ceupari eon, judging and tewaetratiea.

Extension Cooperated Fully With Agricultural Fairs

Fro* th* first th* mansion Worries w*e called ape* to give all 
pcoolblc help to fair* daring th* fair oeaoon Which occupied about two 
uonth* of tie*. Thio help was Penally given by judging exhibit* and **• 
plaining th* placing of exhibitc. In the liv»*tote wort the plan of giving 
reason* for the placing of llv#st#A we early developed and added witch to 
th* educational value of each vote. Interoet la th* judging vote ma always 
■ate greater when careful roaooae for placing* ver* given. Corn. Mall grain* 
vegetable*, fruit*, boos canned good*, clothing, and hose famishing* worn 
juftgod by detention Special!*!*. Com and livestate Judging contest* for 
bey* wore euetuetod.

Xteibits ternl*hed by the college wore also developed for fair*, tee 
first moasloa Fair exhibit had to do with coll and was shown la 190$. 
la exhibit was and* by the measles service at the state Fair in tec Moines 
la 190?. measles worker* ver* busy with county fair exhibits during th* 
fair season.

County and other fair* have always been popular with th* people. Tiny 
wor* la the early day* of extension as now principally a wean* of pleasure 
and recreation but the educational value of the cxhlbite was also very real, 
tee who desires can learn such at a State, metric! or County Fair, tee 
principal contribution of mention to fairo in the early years of ths 
tetenclen Service vac to sake then wore educational.

Farmers Institutes

Count lee teoirlag a terser*# institute could got 00,00 eupport frou 
th* state by seating certain rather staple retnituMute. tec r*«ulreasnt* 
provided for a acsberteip organisation of net loco than 50 person* who 
would each pay one dollar saaoership tec. It wue also as co saury to Com 
an organisation and elect officers, A Meeting place had to bo provided by 
the local people but this use usually a staple natter. Often tines neetiage 
were hold in the courthouse or th* city would furnish a hall. All institute# 
had euepetitive exhibit# of tern produce. Often th*** exhibit* wor* lazy* 
and a separata hall had to be provided for than.
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Farmer's Institute Held at Cedar Rapids in December 1870

thia first lew# Fara latitat# was initiated fey President 4.8. Wirt 
af lava State ©allege and we held at Cedar Falla in Beoouber 18?0. Prof- 
attar I. >. Boberto, early carter of the faculty ef lata State Oallege 
ant for thirty yeara Professor art lean ef Agriculture at Strati! diversity, 
errtita President Wirt with the first fares**s institutes in the Salted. 
Matta tartrated hr an agricultural college off the college caapus. thia 
first institute war held 36 year# before the creation ef the ©allege Extension 
Service.

Extension Service Aids Farmer's Institutes

the early nineegraphrt report® ef the extension service shoe that a 
large nrabor of Farrar's Institutes were attended, the fanner*® institute 
rendered a real service te agriculture in the early days.

It covered all sorts of agricultural art hone oecnertes subject® art 
each rasher of the Intension Service was called upon from tine to tine te 
tabs part in nestings* Extra help had to bo oaployod by Extension te fill 
institute dates tarlag the Institute season.

the Ferner*s Institute varied greatly in interest and attendance 
derand Ing won the effectiveness of local organisation. Soratlwa faraers 
attended in large nunbore, raratirae the attendance ran snail. Hwys a 
tine for questions and discussion on the part ef the audience was given, 
this feature rtdrt to their value.

tern art snail grain exhibits art hone economist exhibits were hold 
in connection with institutes with extension workers usually judging the 
exhibits. Also livestock shows wore held at Institutes and Judging contests 
for boys in oom art livestock wore held.

the short course, ths oounty fara demonstration, the agricultural 
trains, and in 1911 the owing of the oounty fara iwwvraent associations 
(later County Yara Bureaus) all represented the newer and wore concrete 
cathode of adult education in agriculture, the faraor*o institte as a 
rathod ef teaching was in the early days of Extension giving way before 
these rare popSUr art effective nethrte.

Picnics, Tours, and Other Gatherings

Extension Service Seoeiallsts were kept busy attending eraser seo tings. 
Ikeos noetings rare held in connection with field days on oounty demonstration 
fams art in connection with other agricultural projects of Interest. They 
wore hold under the narageuost of cooperative elevators, creararios art 
daisy test associations, teautartuas, bays'art girld craps, school crating* 
art school tours booted Intension workers, tee foregoing Santiago were 
prinarily educational.
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Another type of Meting aloo called far extension tally. Such meetings 
could fee #l*Mifi*d ns carnivals, barbeques, Old Sattler# Meting# mA 
picnics. Such Meting# wore yr inertly recreational but the extension 
worker*# part of the program was education*!. They AU each in dis- 
scaiGating inforaation promoting good will and pioneering the way for 
future extension nativities. Golt shows were often held in connection with 
these general Meting#.

Tears war# held in order to inspect local field# Md doMnatrnto work 
mA fern project#. Tarn# that had node a success in sum phase of agriculture 
were visited. Tour# wore popular in the early days of the County Agent nova- 
cent. They wore then a# now distinctly educational.

National Graduate School Held at ames in 1910

An event of importance to th# development of Intension work in the 
Wilted State# occurred at lawn State College in Atyl910. At that tiM a two 
wake graduate school for the benefit of agricultural teachers and research 
workers wa# hold each year at some land Grant College or at the United State# 
Dopartaent of Agriculture.

In 1910 this Meting was held at low State Callage. Many proainent 
educators mA scientist# attended. AMag than wore dr. K. 1. Butterfield, 
President of ths MaesachuMtte Agriculture Soilage and Ur, A. C. True, 
interested in the dovoloynont of Extension work. President Butterfield wa# 
at the tiM chairman of a Land Grot College CoMitta# especially appointed 
to study extension work and wake recoanendations. Dr. Tae# representing the 
W.S.B.A. worked in dose collaboration with this land Grant CoeesittM.

Dr. True served as Bom of the Graduate School in 1910. Seco of th# 
people attending the graduate school were interested in Extension and Dr. 
True arranged for additional tiM for discuss ions concerning Bxtoneion 
Mthod# mA technique#. Since the nesting was being held at the Iowa State 
College Campus, Prof. Holden was invited to explain the work being don# in

Prof. Holden Explains Extension Work 
at the Graduate School

Prefoeoor Holden responded by assembling mA dismaying the notorial# 
which the Intension Service need in the Iowa wort. The notorial included 
well illustrated large doth charts covering the subjects of corn, mall 
grain, soils, livestock, dairying, horticulture, agriculture, engineering 
school work and the various Mom economics subjects. There were literally 
hundreds of these sharts averaging about five feet in width aid five or six 
feet in length. It wee an imposing array of chart material. There were also 
sawdust seed oom toot boxes, rag doll tooting cloths, quite complete Mses 
of wood soots in bottles and extensive collections of inwots. There were 
various models of hog houses, food racks, nodal silos and other buildings. 
Thore was available for this exhibit the aatorial that went into ths winter 
exhibit cars, yH*#* med rope haltere, fam power plant, glass Jars showing 
the effect of the corn worm on corn roots, glass Jar displays showing the 
effect of the tuberculosis in aninals, a Mt of products undo from corn, 
bottle snap!## Af intestinal Mims in hogs, etc. on dieplay.
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Extension Becomes One of Important 
Features at Graduate School

It is m exaggeration to say that thorn attending the school were fait* 
surprised and astonished at the Mount of material then Being used in mansion 
work in low. It is alee true that extension work as presented by Pref. Solden 
while Mt on the printed program nevertheless toMM one of the Met important 
features of the graduate osteal. Ite county demonstration fame sotting forth 
the efforts of farcers in the county Mopcrating with low State Soilage in ia- 
proving oood com and otter fern practices wore discussed and explained. Un­
doubtedly these discussions Ait rush to encourage the development of Extension 
work throughout tte U.S. this Mating was teld about four years before the 
passage of the frith-lover Act.

Extension Relationships Discussed

The dieoufloiens changed over fron ante Hals and methods of conduct Ing 
extension work to sone times ratter tented discussions of organisation, maaago- 
Mnt. coordination and control of mansion. Soso of these discussions lasted 
until late at night. In these discussions Dr. True of the U.S.D.A* proved to 
bo a wise mA constructive chairman and councilor. Ie ted already given much 
sound and constructive thinking to the questions of relationships between the 
College* »A the Department of Agriculture and also concerning relationships 
within the Collagen.

President Butterfield Made Fine Contribution to Discussion

frit brief review of an early national extension event would not be 
complete without a word about President tetterfield. Butterfield wee a man of 
broad synpathles and tractive ideas. In a talk at the graduate college ha 
gave a Hat Of suggestions along extension linos that were far ahead of the 
time in which he spoke. Be ted a fertile mind pregnant with ideas. Mttorflold 
was ths droMer, tte inspired nan. Bio Michigan College classmate, Bolden, was 
an Ken nan too bat aloe a Mallet. Holden sorted out tte test ideas and node 
the® realities in extension teaching. Both performed a great early mA conttruet- 
ive service for Extension.

At the dew of the Graduate College tte meteors of tte school in order 
to stew their appreciation of the helps given along extension lines passed the 
following resolution —

Ames. Iowa July 27, 1910

Whereas, the Agricultural Extension Wikers in attendance at the Graduate 
School of Agriculture have received numberless pi roans! Mips, many courtesies, 
and much valuable instruction from tte Department of Agricultural Extension of 
Iowa State College. — be in resolved

first. That Superintendent Perry G. Holden and hie associates are 
entitled to and are hereby tendered the hearty thanks of their follow worker# 
In ths mention field for the promptness and effectiveness with which they 
responded to our roguest for special instruction in Extension ourposos, organi­
sation. and methods. W confess oursslves their willing and testing debtors.
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Second. Chat Professor Holden and his staff illustrate la as adnlrablo 
way the idea that Intension workers aught to he as thoroughly equipped far 
their difficult task and as completely devoted to it as sen of the highest 
grade in other departments of college work, in order that they nay asst 
effectively serve the people who sun not go to the Collets for instruction.

53. forking
1.1. Wilson 
J.Z. Ilse

(Conalttoo)

EXTENSION LEGISLATION AND ADMINISTRATION
Professor Holden la his report covering the first year of extension 

work dated July 1. 190? gives the following account of the immediate events 
leading up to the enactment of the law establishing ths monoion Service. 
Said Professor Solden —

•Three years ago when the Oora Trains had pretty thoroughly severed the 
state, stowing at six hundred and seventy towns, pausing through ninety-six 
of the ninety-nine counties, traveling nearly ton thousand nilas, and one 
thousand and eighty-five talks or lectures had been given to wore than one 
hundred and twenty-seven thousand poo ls, and sore than thirty thousand 
bulletins had been distributed, and the work was near ths close for the 
season, the question as to the future of this kind of education was raised 
and discussed by such sen as Geo. JU Wells, Secretary of the Iowa Grain 
Sealers* Association, who acted as manager of the Corn Train) Joo Trigg, 
editor of the Register * Tarasr; Henry WUaMt, Miter of WXlMno* Turner; 
Hon. J.S. Sags, Birwotor of Weather and Crop Service of Iowa, and *. W. Manse, 
Industrial Conalestonor for the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad.

Among ths conclusion reached were the following;
"1st. That this kind of work is needed; that it is fundamentally correct, 

based upon ths greatest fact in modern education, via; that education 
is f^r every one, and therefore nut bo carried to every one.— 
and this ie SKtaaslon work.

"2nd. That the people are ready and anxious for it, as shown by the 
remarkable attendance at the noetiage and the interest taken in the 
work.

"3rd. That it should include two linen of work;
IlSfi aM Mil lK2tt&M& * force of sen who should devote their 
entire tine to discovering the fundamental needs of the people and 
through such means an Short Courses, County Kxporiasnt Stations, 
Turner*o Institutes, Spoolal Trains, etc., help to improve these 
conditions and better the methods, not of the occasional person 
who ie able to attend collage, but of tmx oltison who lisa 
ME2S1U Ml*l#MfiK» B was also argued that out of all this 
would cose greater interest in this greatest and noct honorable 
of oocupatiaae, agriculture, and a greater interest in and levs 
for, ths best of all hones, the Tarn Homa. All this means greater 
efficiency for the individual, that is, the laborer, the real 
producer of wealth. It Mians a greater and better sit Isen ship
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for Iwh—ttA, after all, the fmtMn ef a etale io 
■sneered lr th* average efficiency ef it* eltiseae.

Siew^, that it should inelude a Correspondence School of Agriculture, 
to the end. that thousands of ms and venae on th* far** could haw 
bow of th* benefit* of Agricultural Education. Wring th* winter 
■ontho there i* considerable tine at hone each day for study. It 
i* ■practically inpossible to go nW te attend even a two woke* 
Short Course, owing to the choree which teased attention eate day. 
The inportaaoo of this we all the acre apparent, toe, free the 
fact teat no agriculture whatever ie taught la oar rural or city 
•teatee.

•tee purpose of tee school i* to fit for life** note} yet agriculture , 
tee direct business of one-half th* people of low, i* foreign to tee school 
enrriculw. tele is equally true of Aaneotio science and annual training la 
th* rami school. Therefore, it was apparent that agricultural education sat 
help oust coms through either an Extension fore* or through correspond wise, 
or bote, teore were other consideration* which ante it important to provide 
ease regular ate *y streat ie way of taking car* of the calcite Gelleg* work.

•tea donates for thio outside help had bacon* so numerous ate urgent that 
the anular help of th* college department* could not well take care of it 
without seriously neglecting the instructional or experimental wore, or both. 
On the other hate, the outside work hue been ante neglected ate often poorly 
done because of late of lias, ogaipnont ate racial fitness for it."

"Two things were apparent:

"Olflb ^t a direct appropriation was necessary te organise ate maintain 
th* wore.

* 8®£fite» that it should haw it* headquarter* al th* Iowa State College.

"te a direct recull ef th*** conference* a bill was formulatte ate in­
troduced into the Thirty-first teterel Assembly, ate bees®* a law in the 
following fore. •

So it enacted by th* General Assembly of the State of Iowa,

Section 1. Agricultural Extension Wrfc.—Th* Iowa State College of 
Agriculture ate Mechanic tel* io hereby authorised te undertake ate maintain 
a system of Agricultural Extension work. Odder this grates th* said college 
shall te authorised te conduct experiments in the various portions of the 
state, and in giving instructions wherever, in th* judgment of th* college 
authorities, it shall be advisable, in reference te the various lines of 
agricultural wore maintained upon the college ground* at tees, low. Th* 
eelleg* authorities are authorised to give instruction in corn and stock 
Judging al agricultural fairs. Institute* ate bites, ate te aid in oondneting 
lectures ate deaonst rat ions on the growing of erep* ate fruits, on stock 
raising, dairying, late drainage, ate kindred subjects, including dree otic 
ecience. This work shall bo so planate as, in the Judgsent of the college 
authorities, is best calculated te carry te the conaonilie* reacts fro* the 
college the benefit of the skilled instruction given by th* teachers of 
said school ate the retell* reached in ths work of the experiment elation.
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Section 2. Experimetnal Work.-- Especially shall this war* include as 
analysis ©f sails and experimute la referee.©# to tbs growing ©f wraps apes 
the am, investigation* relating te the inprovenent of can, mail grains 
sat forage plants} the Maintenance of ths fertility of the soil* the breeding, 
feeding and nanagenent of livestock; investigation* relating to anlaal diseases, 
the origination* introduction and nanagonMKt of fruits, the production and 
narrating of dairy and other fam products.

Section 3. appropriation.—for the purpose of carrying cut the provisions 
of this act thorn io hereby appropriated out of any funds In ths Mate treasury* 
not otherwise appropriated, the sun of fifteen thousand (#15,006) dollars. Sold 
appropriation to he available on and after ths first day of duly, Sine teen 
Hundred and Six; provided, that the funds appropriated by this act shall bo 
©speeded according to plans agreed upon by the President, the Bean of Agri­
culture and the Beard of Trustees of the Iowa State College of Agriculture and 
Mechanic Arts.*

Approved April 10, A.B. 1906.

Plan of Organization as Reported by Supt. Holden

•In organising the wort under the law, two general plane were di ©cussedt

#1st. To divide the appropriation undo for this wort between the various 
Agricultural Departments, depending upon then to secure special help 
for the Intension wort.
The objections offered to this plan wore:

" (a) The danger that the seaborn of the legislature would feel that 
it wan •istply another naans of securing added appropriation* for 
the various departments. 

"(b) Ko one could bo held directly responsible ibr the use of the 
appropriation as a triMio.

" (c) That th* Extension weft would not be so well done under this 
plan a* when placed in the hands of a DepArtaont whose business 
It was to attend to that particular woik.

• "in other words, when the sonsy and work was assigned to th* various 
departmats, it was held that some departneat* nest interested or in sympathy 
with this kind of work would push it, while other* would neglect it, do it 
poorly, or largely divert the funds to local department need*. Experience 
had shown that, when several lines of work wore to bo conducted, as at the 
Short Courses, it was better that son* one person have authority to nek* 
all arrangement*. totemic* dates, assign help, etc; otherwise, so®* on* 
departneat night cause delay or defeat th* whole plan.

• 2nd. The second plan proposed was to place th* intension work in the hands 
of a separate department which should bear the sane relations to the College 
authorities a* other department*, the head of the department to be responsible 
for th* use of th* appropriations; oonseguently th* head of th* department 
must also determine what is noct needed or essential and what method* or 
plan* will be noct effective under existing conditions in Iowa and with the 
money available.*
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The second plan was adopted by College Trustees.

The College Trustees adopted the following rules covering expenditure 
of Extension funds:

1st. the leeal expense# of all lecture#, demonstretions, short courses, 
and other fem# of agricultural education shall he home by th* 
communities in which they are held, and so far a# feasible the 
trawling expense* ©f lecturers and wortair# in attending to such 
work shall be net by the eoenitt### or organisations served.

2nd. Th# agricultural tateneion funds shall not be used for supporting 
any feature of education or experimental work that io carried on 
at base, except each assistance axxxtatxnaa as nay bo rendered in 
connection with the special two weeks Short Courses and A Samer 
School.

Ths report goes on to say that:

•In di scorering the agricultural needs and in devising naans for carry** 
tag cut the work it was understood that the Department would naturally 
do what any other Department does,-*—avail itself of its various mean# of 
••curing valuable information.

• 1st.  By consulting with ths heads of the wriou# departments to the end 
that work of the Intension Department and the various College 
Departments should as far as possible bo harmonious.

• 2nd. By studying agricultural conditions throughout ths state. Ths 
members of the Department are constantly brought into close 
touch with the real conditions and needs of the people.

• 3rd. Through the ordinary correspondence and by moans of answers to 
letters sent to a large amber of farmers in every section of 
the state, asking inquiries along certain definite lines.

• Ths work of the Intension Department han been organised and curried out 
according to this plan. I can say for this policy that it has worked 
splendidly during thia first year of its trial. There has been no more 
friction than must naturally bo expected in sotting in notion any new 
pionae of machinery. In fact, X hardly seo how there could haw been loss 
of ml tremble. •

At the time th# decision was mad# creating a separate department or 
division to administer mansion work Doan 6.». Curtiss was serving on 
a Imad Drant College Eston#ion Committee of which Dr. Butterfield was 
chairman. Dean Curtiss had undoubtedly don# MINI careful thinking cm 
Extension organisation in connection with this committee work as indicated 
in the unanimous recommendation of the land Croat Extension Committee made 
in bowmbor (1906) which reeds as follows -

"Your committee would recommend —
(1) that each college represented In this association organise as 

soon a# possible a department of extension teaching in agriculture, co­
ordinate with ether departments or divisions of the agricultural 
work, with a competent director in charge. «<» IT possible, with a 
corps of non at Ms disposal. This department should take on, Just
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so far as possible, all phases of extension teaching now performed la otter 
W*. Tour committee hopes at ease future tine to suggest a scheme of 
organisation ant effort which would te applicable to noct institutions. At 
present, however, it merely advises thio initial ate all important stop - that 
of haring an official whose chief business it will te to foster, to systematise, 
ate to organise for tte institution all the phases of extension it cares to 
assume.*

At a tine of change six years later when Prof. Molten resigns* to run for 
tevertor ate Prof. V. J. Kennedy was sate noting bate of mention work, tte 
tetension Service was taken out of tte division of Agriculture ate plaote 
directly enter the President.

The decision of the Board of Education reads as follows -

"By action of the Board of Mutation, the extension work of the College, 
which now relates to all of tte Divisions of the College, w-.s plaote water tte 
in mediate supervision of tte President. As far no possible it Is Carried on 
in cooperation with tte deans ate staffs of the different divisions. •

The notion of the Board was logical because Bono teacosies which had here­
tofore boon a part of the Agricultural Division was at tte ante tine sate a 
separate division. Roes teononies Intension work had cone to bo one of the 
major activities of tte Extension Service. Teterinas? mansion was also 
receiving consideration, tert with the science division was in tte offing. 
Tte Board reasons* that tte Dean of Agriculture should not administer extension 
wort that cane under tte subject natter Jurisdiction of otter Beans. Shis 
decision was certainly in accordant with tte thinking of Doan Curtice, who had 
given such study to tte problem ate te was also tte eno who was noct affected 
by tte decision of tte Board of Mutation.

In 1907 the Iowa State Legislature reaffirmed its approval of Extension 
work in the following set - 

SECTION 1. Agricultural extension ate experiment wort, that tte Iowa 
State College of Agriculture ate Mechanic Arts is hereby authorised to continue 
ate to extend the system of agricultural extension wort, authorised by the 
Thirty-first general Assembly. Under this system, tte said collage shall be 
authorised to conduct experiments in tte various portions of tte state ate to 
give instructions In agriculture wherever, in tte Judgment of tte college 
authorities, it Shall te advisable, with reference te tte various lines of 
agricultural wort maintained upon tte college grounds at tecs, Iowa. Tte 
college autheritloe are authorised to give instructions in com ate stock 
judging at the agricultural fairs, institutes and clubs, and te aid in con­
ducting short courses of instruction at suitable plates throughout tte states 
to give lectures and demonstrations on tte growing of crop# and fruits, on 
start raising, dairyite* land drainage ate kiterod subjects, including 
domestic science. This wort shall be so planned, as, in tte judgment of tte 
college authorities, is best calculated to sarzy to tte communities remote 
free tte college, tte benefits of tte instruction given by the teachers in
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the elate college and the results reached in the work of the experiment station.

SECTION 2. Appropriation - how paid. Fer the purpose of Carrying eat the 
provision of this aet, there is hereby appropriated oat of any funds is the 
state treasury, aet otherwise appropriated., the on of twenty-seven thousand 
dollars (127,000). annually for the agricultural extension wrk| said ap­
propriation to bo available on and after the first day of Ably 1907} to bo paid 
quarterly upon the order of the board of trustees of the leva state College of 
Agriculture and Mechanic Arte.

Approved April 13, A.B. 1907.

State appropriations up to July 1, 1914 were as follow -

July 1, 1906 to June 30, 1907 #15,000.00
27,000.00July 1, 1907 to June 30, 1908

July 1, 1908 te June 30, 1909 27,000.00
July 1, 1909 to Juno 30, 1910 32,000.00
July 1, 1910 to June 30. 1911 32,000.00
July 1, 1911 to June 30. 1912 50,000.00
July 1. 1912 to June 30, 1913 50,000.00
July 1. 1913 to Juno 30, 191# 73,000.00

In addition to the foregoing considerable funds, land and services were 
furnished by County Boards of Supervisors. Beginning in 1912 the 0.8.0. A. 
began furnishing funds for county agent work and for sinh wort. Th* finances 
for county agent work during the first years saw principally free funds other 
than etale funds. The amounts of nosey contributed by local people la taking Caro 
of local expenses providing unpaid local help and in paying th* wpenece of 
extension worker* =md the salaries of extra help In connect lot with short course* 
and other activities scanted to a large sun. It appear* that the anouni of 
money furnished fro® other than elate funds plus local unpaid services nust 
al least haw equalled the state appropriation during the first years.

Students of Extension will bo Interested in the first extension budget. 
Ths staff uno for the noct part Just out of college and inexperienced. They 
wore the raw hunan material with which Professor Bolden had to work.

Senary of Stalo Expenditure* for Extension Pork 
July 1, 1906 to July 1, 190?

#13.000 Agricultural Extension Pends, Bow Used, Varik ^ene, etc. 
Salaries of light Members of the Bep&rtwnt are aS follows*                                                                                    Began Work      No's      Rate     Amount

P. C. Holden July 1st 12 $3,200. $3,200.
Superintendent

J.  W. Jones July 1st 12 1,500. $1,500.
Horticulture
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A. H. Sydor 
Soils

B. K. Bliss
Animal Husbandry

M. L. Koster 
Farm Crops

Mary F. Rausch
Household Economics

J. C. Guthrie
Daisy

G. E. Staynor 
Secretary

Began Work      No's

Sept. 1st 10

Ang. 15th 10i

Mg. 1st 11

Aug. 15th 10>

Hot. 1st 8

July 1st 12

Rate       Amount

$1,400.00 $1,166.66

$1,200.00 $1,050.00 

$1,000.00 $ 933.33 

$ 900.00 $ 787.50 

$ 800.00 $ 533.33 

$ 900.00 $ 900.00 

$10,070.82

Amt. Approp't'a. Amt. Used to
July 1st

Stoat, and otter help $1,475.00 $1,475.00
furniture 400.00 400.00
Rape, Charts, Photo’s

and Supplies 600.00 600.00
Stationery, Printing,
Ballotins, and

Traveling Expenses 2,374.53 2,374.53
library
Salaries $10,095.91 $10,070.82

Unused

$30.92

Balance $56.01

Deficit

$191.52

Bills unpaid
Unused
Deficit

$247.53
56.01
191.52

The average salary of maters of the Department during the first 
year, not including that of the Superintendent, was eleven hundred dollars.

County Extension Work Established by Law in 1913

The state legislature elected the fall of 1912 was one of the 
nost creative and constructive in the history of the state. The drive 
for tetter faming, bettor hones and a greater Iowa had had its effect. 
Along educational linos the legislature Wrote away from the past and 
node the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and County 
Superintendent of Schools appointive and also provided for the teaching 
of agriculture in rural schools. The legislature provided for ’’County 
Corporations for Improvement of Agriculture,Anisal Husbandry and 
Horticulture.* In short they provided for County Extension work.
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H io • mtter of pride te lovuno that this lav definitely providing for County 
Axtonsion work vat passed a year before the passage «f the lattonal ^ith-Xewr 
Act la 191h.

the following excerpt# are taken free the lav providing for county exten­
sion work.

the original act "authorised the incorporation la each Bounty of the state 
of an association for the advaMCMut and iaprovaaent of agriculture, aniaal 
husbandry ant horticulture, to define the powers and righto of such association 
and Ito Mahers.—*

the 1913 lav provided that "the affaire ef the incorporation shall be 
conducted by a president, a rice-president, a secretary and a treasurer who 
shall perform the duties usually pertaining to flush position®, and by a beard 
of directors of nine aenbore of said incorporation elected at an annual Booting 
on the first Monday of January of each year. Wot sore than tvo directors shall 
be residents of the sane township, when elected, dll officers and directors 
shall hold their positions for one year and until their successors are elected.—*

It provided that "yearly dues of the seaborn of thio incorporation shall 
bo one dollar, payable at the tiM of applying for sembership and on ths first 
Monday of January of each year thereafter. Ke Maber having ones paid dues, 
shall forfeit his aMbership until hie or her subsequent due# are six sooths 
la arrears.

•And citlsens of the county ant any non-resident owning land in the 
county shall have the right to becono a neabor of the incorporation by paying 
one year*® dues and thereafter complying with the articles of incorporation 
and by-laws.•

Th# lav provided that no eonpoaoation should bo paid to the president, 
vice-president, treasurer or to any director. It provided for cooperation vith 
the love State Coilego.

flic lav provided for an annual report and haw the sonsy was to bo ex­
pended. ’The treasurer of said incorporation shall receive all funds belonging 
to said incorporation and all taxes collected as herein provided and shall par 
out the mm only on bills allowed by the board of directors, such allowance 
to bo certified to by the provident or secretary.*

In the foregoing fundaaontals the lav passed in 1913 has been clarified 
bat &o; J^ssged,

The first law provided for a vote of all the people in the county on the 
faction of a yearly tan of not to exceed ?50Q0 in order to procure funds for 
extension work. Thio part of ths lav we labor aMndod to require an annual 
contribution of $1000 in gifts and nenborships free not fever than 200 farsere 
and land owners, when these dues and gifts have boon collected and the organi­
sation fomod as required by lav the county board of super ri sore arc required 
to appropriate $2.00 for each 11.00 raised annually by th# association but not 
to exceed $3000 in counties under 25,000 inhabitants and not to exceed 15000 
in counties vith 25,000 inhabitants or more. The only excoptian to the fore­
going occur# in Fattawattaaio County which is divided into an eastern and a 
western part and which can appropriate 7000 for county extension work.



The county extension law was amended again in 1951 authorising a county 
to appropriate $5000.00 for general attention work and an additional $2000.00 
for a home economist or a youth assistant.

State Early Established Principle of Giving Support 
to Farm Organizations and Agencies

Th* principle of providing while fund# for the rapport of agricultural 
organisations, associations and agencies had Soon established by the loon 
State legislature long before the Oounty intension organisation wo rat up.

The first agricultural organisations to rewire state aid rare the county 
agricultural societies, a state lav approved February 5, 1851, provided that 
“every incorporated agricutural society new existing or hereafter to bo 
organised according to law within th* state an won as it raised an amount net 
loss than $25.09 to be expended by rash society for the encouragement of 
agriculture will be entitled te a like anoint free ths state treasury. >»t no 
aero than 850.00 in any eno year will be paid.*

This state aid to farcers through agricultural societies was established 
aww Oban 100 years ago.

On January 21, 1853, an amndnent to the foregoing law was enacted which 
increased the amount of state funds to a county society to 200.00.

In January, 1855, the legislature passed Ml act appropriating -1000 
annually to the State Agricultural Society and providing that 9100.00 of 
this amount be used to pay a deficit on the first Stats Agricultural Society 
neoting hold in Fairfield in 18>.

The objective of the legislature in the first grant of aid was education* 
al. Ths purpose was to disseminate information anong faraers through 
general exhibits, competitive exhibits, dsaenstratloas, leeturos and publicity 
the nethod exployed by the State was to give assistance and encouragement to 
organised grows of faraers who could give substantial evidence of their 
interest in agricultural development.

The fundamental reasoning back of state rapport was evidently to help 
farmers wet their own problems. If, therefore, farmers wore willing to make 
a special effort to improve agriculture by putting their own tine and money 
into the effort, the state would then give additional rapport in helping then 
diswairato educational interaction.

She following State and County organisations naw receive tax support.

The State Fair Soard
Oounty and District F#rc
Farrars Institutes
Sho leva State Dairy Associatica
She Iowa loot Cattle Fredueers Association
Ths Sowa Soras and Mol* Weeders Association
The Iowa Swine Frodueers Association
The Sown Oora ant Snail drain Growers Association
The Iowa Shoop Growers Association
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state SorHeultwal Society *ad affiliate* grows meh, for example as 
-The low Beekeeper®• Association, the federated Gardea dabs. The low 
Vegetable ©rower# * Asaociaticn, the low Trait Grower# ’ Aeacciatia* and other#. 
All of the## grow# receive public export either directly or indirectly fro* 
th* State Bort leal total Society.

All of the#* gr*W* have «*e requirement la comoa. They au#t haw as 
organisation or a#«eai*tlon and they meet elect a prettiest, vice-president, 
secretary and treasurer, la short, ea organisation and certain other roqulre- 
a#ate cast be act before state fund# become available. All officer# with the 
exception of the State fair Board which rec* Iwa a per Aiea for actual Asya 
■act aerw without pay.

Soil Conservation Districts

The Soil Conssrvation Bietrlct# law 1# the met recent effort on the 
part of the Stat* legislators to enable farcer# to organise for a particular 
purpew. This law differ# free th* law# already Mentioned la that control 1# 
restricted te land owner®. A aialaun of 20 percent of the land owner# within 
the territory proposed to be organised into a dietriot, cost sign a Million 
relocating it before srrangsnonts own be mA* to conduct a wot*. In the final 
wot* to dotermim whether a soil conservation district will b* organised only 
land owner# can wote.

A state *a**itt*e 1# provided for th# general administration of th* soil 
conservation district# law. The fewer testers of th* State Cosalite# work on 
a per Ai**, fl® state Secretary of Agriculture and the Director of mention 
of low State College are ex-officio neaber# of th# State CosMlttM. Onoe * 
distriot 1# formed it ha# large power# a# faroreachlag and In may we wore 
far-reaching than any of th# foregoing organisation#. Soil Conservation Bi#» 
triet# amt cooperate with low State College in research and educational work.

Cooperative Associations

The state ha# enacted liberal mA enlightened law# for th# guidance of 
cooperative association#. One prowl#la# of the law# governing cooperative 
association# enables then to me a wall percentage of their surplus fund# 
In educational and promotional work. Undoubtedly Iowa's cooperative law# 
have been an important factor la developing the strong agricultural co­
operative association* which we have in this etate.

Law Creating Iowa Agricultural College 
Included State-wide Work

It is intersecting in connection with early develop*##! of extension to 
note that the organic law of 1858 providing for a State Agricultural College 
and far*, opened with the following statement. *An act to provide for th# 
ostablishMnt of a State Agricultural College (now low state College) and 
fam with a Board of Trustees which ehall be connected with the entire Agri­
cultural interecto of the State of Sow.*
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And again in outlining the duties of the secretary of the board the 
lav states* "He shall (a) encourage the formation of agricultural societies 
throughout the state and (b) purchase, receive and distribute such rare and 
valuable seed plants, shrubbery and trees as nay be in his power to procure from 
the general government and other sources and as nay be adapted to our climate 
and soils, (c) ho shall encourage the importation of improved breeds of horses, 
asses, cattle, sheep, hogs and other livestock, (d) the Invention and improvement 
of labor saving imploments of husbandry and diffuse Information In relation to 
ths sans; (o) and ths manufacture of voolon and cotton yarns and cloths, (f) 
and domestic industry in waving, spinning, sewing and such other household arts 
as are calculated to promote the general thrift, wealth, and resources of the 
state.*

The early Iowa lav makers were creative and inventive in their thinking. 
In characteristic pioneer fashion they were not held down by precedent. They 
wanted a college close to the people even though it did involve a new approach. 
They wanted all farm people to bo directly benefited by the college whether 
they went to college or not.

The Iowa lav creating an agricultural college passed in 1358, four years 
before the Motional land Grant College Act in 1862, vas mere prophetic on what 
has actually taken place, then the lational Act. It stamps the lows legislature 
of 1858 as a creative and inventive group.

I have cited the varioue acts of the Iowa Legislature in order to point 
out the chain of events that led up to the passage of the Agricultural Extension 
Lav in 1906 which, I believe, was the first specific agricultural legislation 
enacted in the United States. Extension work in Iowa in 1906 already had a 
running start. In 1913 the legislature camo to the assistance of extension 
again by the passage of the Ceunty Extension Act, one year before the passage of 
the federal Smith-Lover Sill in 1914.

The lows Legislature for more than 100 years has followed ths principle 
of encouraging farmers to help themselves. Scads have been provided on a grant- 
in-aid basis with ths provision that farmers will provide at least an equal 
amount of money and administer the funds free of charge.

The plan has worked unusually well. There has been very little misuse 
made of funds and practically no scandals. There has been no financial in­
centive to be elected to office.

Under ths laws formulated by the Iowa State Legislature, Iowa has made
a most distinguished contribution to ths development of extension education 
among fam people.


