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Several years ago an old gentleman of 80 years told me that as a boy he had been encouraged to kill all birds that came to — his father's orchard, Many people believed then that birds de- stroyed. much fruit and thus were harmful. to men's best interests. - They did not realize that birds could be of considerable service to man in their eating of insects that might have destroyed a ‘larger amount of fruit than the birds ever. cared to také, 
vo _.Bre long insects increased and more weeds.were brought in to hinder the crops, Soon men began to see the birds eating'weed _ Seeds. and harmful insects, They reasoned that all such eating wag “Good and from observations of the contents. of the digestive or- - gans’ of birds. .seientists. and farmers learned that the feathered creatures were no longer foes but true friends, Such facts were given wide publicity through the magazines printed by bird lovers, | bulletins issued by the state and national governments and many | lessons taught in public schools, Then ovr citizens placed such — -& high value .on many of our birds that they no longer begrudged their friends a little fruit and a few grains of the plentiful — ag ° COCGEs rope; Poor Te | 7 site borsesah Yo seuROTEs 
hone or nee nearly all of our soil has come under the plow and the hoof, 
alarm many bird admirers, They very properly continue te wenind us of the usefulness of birds that eat insects and weed seeds. Let us consider. then the problem of birds.in relation to pest control in the present day of our state's history. The bob-white “quail that we all care for so much may serve as a first ni paps in our discussion of the problem. Many huntors as well as scien- _bists can truthfully testify to finding one hundred, two hundred and even three hundred chinch bugs in the digestive organs of a bob-white, And let us rejaice because the bob-white does eat — chinch bugs. More power. to the Dob-white! But let us not expect _ too much from him nor more than he has power to accomplish. — 

. “ ; 

the’ nesting sites for birds have been decreased so much as to 

Last summer ina number of grain fields. of southern Iowa I saw several millions of chinch bugs on each acre of ground, T saw | Sores of corn plants, each a foot or two high from each of which ~over 100 bugs were Sucking out the sap, Those plants wilted and fell dead before many days had passed. Also my observations in the same counties together with those of experts from our state ‘Pish and*game department lead us to believe. that southern Iowa _- has the largest number ‘of bob-whites it has known in the past 30 - years, But they could not oat all the chinch bugs, We believe that under the rost favorable conditions.and care there will not be more than one bob=white per acre on a farm in southern Iowa, + Tog A yi other words, not over 160 bob=whites will live year after _ year on 160 acres of land,: ew 1t would be very unfair to expect _ oné=bobwhite to cat a milliot chinch bugs in one summer, epee 

ao ee And let us be reasonable with the downy woodpeckers that come cach winter to eat codling moth larvae from the bark of our apple trees, with the robins who take cutworms from.our gar- dens and the blackbirds that follow our corn cultivators and can hardly wait till the shovels turn the soil over to get at the wireworms and the white grubs. Most certainly they do a great deal of good though our insect pests are often more than the



birds can master, We must assist with certain cultural practices 
and chemical poisons in killing insects, 

Then as toweeds let us realize their control is a bigger job 
_ than the feathered friends can finish, . The numerous tree spar- 

rows each winter in Iowa eat at least 875 tons of weed seeds, And 
. their various relatives no doubt help to.eat 1000..or more addi- 
tional ‘tons of the same food that would otherwise have grown into 
millions of harmful plants. But we know that quack grass, Canada 
thistle and several such undesirable plants have increased and 
.Spread quite widely, We are happy that tree, Song, lark, white- 
throat and a dozen other sparrows as well as goldfinches, mourn- 
ing doves, meadowlarks, horned larks, bdb-whites, pheasants and 

» at least 50 other birds eat so many tons. of weed seeds, We deeply 
- appreciate their assistance, But they can not alone control our 

harmful weeds, — 

: nig the insect and weed .seed destroying brigades 
oF our feathered friends we have a company of large strong birds 
that act- as scavengers to destroy garbage and to dispose of the 

. carncases of deceased animals, You see many times a few crows 
devouring a dead rabbit on the pavement. Particularly along the 
' Des Moines River south of Boone, in the neighborhood of Ledges 
State Park, I see occasionally a few soaring birds with necks 
longer than crows that are turkey vultures on the wing in search 

-. of carcasses of animals whith*they use as food, ‘If we were to 
haul all dead domestic animals out into’ the open and expect crows, 
vultures and their friends to dispose of the bodies quickly we 

otal would be unfair to: those birds. The job would be too large. And 
it would not be’safe to leave unburied very long a hog that had 
- died of chélera, Not that vultures wovld feed on it and spread 

_ cholera, but lest othor hogs find the carcass. and contract chol- 
: era directly, Let us not accuse the crow and the vulture unfairly 
of Spreading disease a mong our domestic animals without positive 
proof, which we are-as yet lacking, Rather let,us. permit the crow 

/ and the vulture continue to dispose of small animal carcasses in 
_. the wild which we could not afford to take time to bury. When 

crows become too numerous, as at present in Iowa, they injure 

crops and other birds, then the crows may be thinned out. 

. A fourth service that certain birds such as. hawks, owls and 
shrikes perform for man is the destruction of rodent pests--mice, 
and several kinds of ground squirréls, particularly. These rodent 
pests are very difficult to control. The mice in corn shocks dur- 

ing winter often spoil much grain and’ in alfalfa fields they tunnel 
and feed to destroy many plants. Last fall, with the aid of field 

. glasses and my auto, I followed a marsh hawk as it flew system- | 
. atically along rather definite paths across. several fields through- 
out a whole afternoon in search of harmful mice and squirrels. 

, About: exch 15 to 60 minutes it would pass. low and quietly over 
. any given spot’ in search of its prey, I saw it make several striks: 
inthe field and’ catch its food. And I saw the same bird several 
timesiduring the afternoon fly low over two yards well-filled with 
chickens, Neither the chickens nor tha hawk troubled each other 

2G FoR oy Tove 146% por ee Se Aowothd * Now let us be fair with the hawks, owls. and shrikes. Hach
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“placed. To: Lowa: we brought ring-neck ~ 

when very hunpry is apt to try to take whatever food it can catch 
and handle, ‘Small birds, such as the sparrow hawks, only about 

as large as a robin, would not try to catch and carry away a full 

erown chicken. Large hawks, such as the red-tailed and red- 

shouldered, occasionally are so hard-pressed for food that they 

visit the chicken yard. I oncé saw a hen with a brook of little 

chicks fly up and fight back against a marsh hawk, The hen was 

the victor in the fight and the marsh hawk flew away in search of 

other food, Once. I-saw a Cooper's hawk drop out of the sky, 

seize a half-erown chicken in a small flock that I had just fed 

and.carry it away before I could, think, "I wish I had a shot-gun." 

'- Yes, hawks take some.poultry, some gme brrds and some song-birds,. 

But, if we disposed -of all our hawks: and owls, or should we lose 

many more of their present numbers, mice and ground squirrel
s 

‘left to inerease;would soon do:a greet deal of damage to our Crops. 

| Let us try then to preserve our hawks and owls, forthe most. 

. copart, -Gontrol:of mice and squirrels with poisons and guns would 

“ «gost far more than the value of the little poultry and the few 

. other birds taken. now by the hawks... The hawks save us lots of 
tae + > 

oF se work and money. If.a red-tailed.hawk began the habit of taking 

"my chickens, I would get the, shot gun.and.let him have a few shots 

on ata long range: just to remind him to go hunt mice and ground 

: -!squirrels! which. I. do not protect, In that way red-tailed hawks 
cand Ihave come toa better understanding several times, 

-. Among the.several values of birds may we. next suggest that 

"sos birdsas; game,and for food stand out very highly in the minds of 
at \ many citizens, :In recent. years. many of our game birds are de- 

-. \epeaging so rapidly that we have in a feverish manner enacted 

 o-qneiny: laws to. protect, the remainyng game birds and have desperate y 
tried to replace the lost species with other birds from dista

nt 

heasants.and Hungarian 

_ ‘partridges’ to substitute for prairie chickens. So. far the pheasant 
' beg done’ quite: well in northern Iowa, It is. more slowly increasing 

. ite numbers inthe grassy low places of southern Iowa where it will 

°° probably continue in some numbers but not in so large numbers as 
4m northern counties... The bob-white has such brushy cover and 

‘. “weed seeds as food for winter in southern. Iowa so they are quite 

: ‘numerous in. many ‘townships. But in-northern Lowa we can not ex- 

/ <‘peet to, ever see gufficient brushy cover for the néeds of many 

According to present regulations under the direction of the 

> §$tate Fish and Game Department the rheasant and the bob-white 
. i-"become the main upland game birds in.1 , 
- ©: plus: of these birds may be taken off at any shooting season. 

.Towa and only a certain sur- 

‘ 

fi The regulations with respect, to bob-whites will operate
 in this 

- manner, Let us say a certain farm, of .160 acres has 90 bob- 
o. o whites: in autumn but only prushy cover, and food for 60 bob-whites 

«.') to last all winter... Then in November, the farmer willing, 50 
-. *pob-whites might be taken off to leave 60 bob-whités well cared

 

for throughout ;the winter. Experimental studies carried on by 

‘experts for,several years have shown, that if all bob-whites were 
left to try to spend the winter where. there. is cover and food 

for only 60 birds that about 50 quail
 would perish of starvation 



or, weakened, would be caught by hawks, owls and other enemies. 
ence the shooting of these excess 30 early in winter would not 

actually decreese the next spring's bob-whites on the farm. 
- Would a farmer try to keep 90 head of cattle all winter in shelter 
and with food sufficient for only 60 head? No, and the humane 

laws woulé not permit it. The Fish and.Gare Commission suggests 

that we mena ge and care for our geme as we would other live stock 

on the farm, Furnish it with abundant shelter of brush and tall 
grass and food in winter and with grassy nesting sites in summer. 
Then harvest as a crop the surplus in autumn just as a farmer 
markets excess hogs and cattle. Then, just as he does with hog 
and cattle, the farmer should retain an abundant supply of breed- 

ing stock oF game birds irate the winter. : 

“I have not been able to mention very many birds in these few 

moments nor to tell many facts about any one of the 364 wild 
.... birds of our state, I have merely suggested that we should con- 
- ~““€inué to protect the many birds that* eat: inseets and-weed seeds 

though they take a little fruit and grain, and that with our in- 
tensive agriculture we’ should not become angry with them and turn 
our guns upon them merely ‘because they cannot completely destroy 
the worst insects and weeds, I have “pointed: out that ‘our Fish 
and Game Commission has an organized ‘plan of game management 
which, if carefully. followed and remodelled from year to year to 
meet changing conditions, will provide us’ with game birds, and 
also really preserve our bob-whites. From a list of bulletins 
and books appearing on a shéet at the close of this “talk when 

mimedgraphed several may' ‘be obtained to supply many details I 
have omitted, Let us agree-that though birds can not destroy 
“all our pests they do us more good than harm in their food habits 

in Sepals and we can have several spedi.cs in abundance for geme, 
3 

There: stary pirate a. sixth! veins! that birds ‘supply which 

many of us rank very highly. We listen to their songes, we see 

‘their colors, watch their flight and observe ‘their behavior to 

furnish us a great déal of pleasure. Before many more weeks we 
will be awakened each morning by ‘the bird chorus of robins, blueé- 

birds, catbirds, brown thrashers, orioles. and many others, Oc- 

- ecasionally the first notes of a morning are a little trying. I 
remember a catbird that each spring morning takes his station in 
a lilac bush near my sleeping porch, Abt about five o'clock he 
starts to growl mee-ouw, mee-ow, mee-ow, something like an old 
fashioned broken down alarm clocks He pauses-in between the mee- 

ouws long enough to give me time to wish that the bird would be 
Quiet another hour and let me sleep, Thus he and I continue for 
about 30 minutes; he trying to tune up his creaky song-box and I 
trying to decide to wake up. Then the catbird starts to sing. 
He warbles, he trills, he imitates the robins’, | the grackles and 
several other birds, He throws in a few sweet notes of his own 
every once in a while to let me know he can sing when he wants 
to. Through all this vigorous serenade his voice trembles as 
though he were so full of song that the notes bumped into each 
other on the way out. I am waiting for that catbird. I want to 

hear his 6 o'clock concert another springs It is, just that much 

_more. to live ‘for. , . 
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Next summer as I sit in my backyard at rest I will see the 

chimney swifts in the air catching mosquitoes and hear their 

twitters in between swallows, I shall want to twitter, too, for 

each mosqu’.to loss is one less'’bite on me. I will see the chim- 

hey swifts fly pest the old plum tree, break off small dry twigs 

without a stop in flight and carry them to a tall chimney a few 

blocks away to gue the twigs together for a neat. 

There will be a rose~breasted grosbeak's nest in a maple tree 

near the front ot the yard, The father with a bright rosy 

breast will come to my garden to eat insects and peas. He will 

shell a few peas out of only three or four pods ina week. I don't 

notice the loss. The potato bugs he will eat would have done 

more damage in my garden, A ruby-throated humming bird will 

visit the petunias and I shall never tire of seeing his ruby - 

red throat and watching his lightmtAg darting actions. Goldfinches 

will come to the bachelor's buttons before the seeds set and “* 

visit them impatiently each’ daywuntil they find the seéds,. . Later 

they will like the cosmos and, of cowse, the sunflower seeds. 

Birds you see are a part of. my life every day. They are a 

part of my home. Life is more pleasant and enjoyable because I 

observe and study birds that are my companions in all my life 

activities. They are my friends, And we live for friends, 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Books % 
The book of bird life, Arthur A, Allen. Van Nostrand Co.,, 

New York. (About $3.00). 

The practical value of birds, Julius Hunderson. Macmillan 

Publishing Co., New York, (About $3,50). 

Birds of Minnesota, vols. I and II, colored plates, T.S. 
Roberts, Univ, of Minn. Museum of Natural History, Minnea- 

polis, Minn. (Limited number of sets nearly exhausted, $6.00, . 

Birds of Iowa, Philip Dumont. Univ. of Iowa Press, Univ. of 

et Iowa City, Iowa. (Limited supply nearly exhausted 

pl,OO). 2 ae ee tp *, | 

Bulletins ; : | 
~——From Agricultural Extension Service, Towa State College, 

Ames: 

Summer birds of an Iowa farm, Ext. Serv. Bul, 142. 

Management of Bob-white quail in Iowa, Ext. Serv. Bul, 1835, 

Winter care of bob-whites. Mimeographed circular. 

From United States Department of Agriculture, Wash., D.C.: 

How to atbract birds in east central states, Farmers’. 

Bulletin 912, : : : 
Homes for birds, Farmers! Bulletin 1406. 

Some common birds useful to the farmer, Farmers Bulletin 

630, | ae 

Usofulness of birds on the farm, Farmers! Bulletin 1682,


