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BIRD BANDING HNBAR FAIRFIELD
DURLTG 1956-1037
vesley He Bartlett

Along with othex problems of the ornithologist
we must not negleet looking al onme of the phaces of wvork
with bird life which is and in the time to come will
douktlenss ald g:nﬁtly in the wolving of these mystericoee
namely the work of bizd banding.

During the past winter the ground wae completely
covered with ice for a period of several weeks, Almost
two monthe of banding time was lost as the traps were o
fim in the ice that they could net be loosened vithout
damage to thems The winter monthe probably would not have
added a great many more individuale banded, but would
have given many interesting resultse The banders record
must suffer the weather conditions along with other
activitien.

Laying aside all alibies and in comparison to other
years' records this past year has been very successful in
vanding activities.! 1 total of 937 individuals have been
banded this banding year, moet of which were taken from
September teo May S5the Seven had been captured during
the sunmer while fledglingse. 7Twenty eight species have

Wsee *comparative Chaxt of Bird Banding Activities of
Parscens Collegey Falrfield, Iowa". = Chart I attached
to tuds papers




bean banded during this pexiod.

The Slate-coloxed Junce leade the speeles in indivie
duale for this year with a total of 312 entering upen the
reoesdge The chimney ewiit cending resulted in 281 ovirds
being taken which hed not previously been bendeds Iack
of time necessitated letting avout 500 iadividusle geo
unbanded, whiich were in the chimney ot the time of the
banding. The SDobeuhite oatehws resulted in fifty elx
individuals banded hiere since opening the station six
yeare ago at 5377 Sixty=five ospeclies have been banded,
of whilch four were added thie yeareengnely lubyworowned
¥inglet, Grinnell's Yater Thrush and Coldfineh, Amerxlean
Bitten.

On Oetobex 30, 1936 a rrairie Maleon wams found
hanging on o fenge near the neene of the tyapes It is
thoushit that the bizd had been by a hunter, and left
on the feonces The Pyalrle Moloon Lo unusual in this seew
tion ayound 7alzfield and wne an interxesting oboervation.
Jot long ago a barzed owl wac found in rmoh the same Qune
ditions 4 fow smaller bipds have been found near the
station; killed by huntermss The nreblem eof edueating the
ruithless hunter and the mischievous hoy seems to be a big
ongs On one vielt to the station last wintex three dead
Nobewhiten were found on ton of one of the trapes Two of
then vere baanded, while the other was unbandeds From all




appearances the birds had been taken fyom the traps and
killed, probably by a hunter, and left there with the ine
tentlon of getting thenm on the homeward tripe Although
hunting ie proehibited in the arxea of the station it seems
difficult (o completely shut out the hunters One of the
protlens of the orxnithologist is (o educate people of this
typees As we look back and think what unlimited shoeting
of the passenger pigion and Pyairie chicken resulted in,
we will fully realize {.e resposibility resting on our
shoulders. Twelve banded individuals met death during

the year, most of the fatalities occuring during early

and iate winters The Bobewhites nunbered three, while

the Cardinal, 'hite~breasted Nuthateh and Bluejay each nume
bered two, and Junco, Brown Thiasher snd White-throated
Sparrow one eache The chief cause of death of the bizde
was due to attscke by emall mammals and cats. The p:obluﬁ
ef providing pretection for the birzde ies a great onme, and
ealls for continusl effort to keep the ares free from cats
and other hamful mammals. ﬂ?atncr conditions ddring the
winter moathe oiten cause fatalities unless the teaps are
readuldy taken care of, and even them often times some bixds
freeze or staxve to deaths Certain bizds are hapaful to
otherys in tae terxitozy of a banding statioms “hrikes,
owls, havwks and such species occasionally cause death of

some birds but we must conslder very eare fully and be abe




selutely sure that they are doing aetual hamm before we
attempt to kill thems Aes a whele they are not hammful in
the local station.

Une phase of banding woxk whiech creates great interest
is that of receiving retumne rom previous bandingre The
echimney Swift bending netted returne of eix individu.ls
banded in 1933 and seven banded in 1934, They had 8ll teen
banded at Feirfields Three each of Whiteebreasted uthatches
and Blue Jays returned, vhile two HRobins and ‘rewn Thrashers
returneds OUne Sobewlhdte returned and was found deadse The
returns totaled twenty four for the yeay, with six species
making the #zip back after the previous season's bandingss

The return of a Brown Thrasher that Lad been banded
in 1934 was of muech interests The bandwas work so thin
thet it was nearly off the birds whether it wac caused by
some ocutside factor or whether that individual, or even
Epecies, has a tendemoy to woar the band sway more is not
known, but previous reporis of similar happeninge with the
Brown Thrasher would lead one to believe that the Brown
Thrasher inhabite places that tend to wear away the bande
The rubbing ei the band on shyubs, trees, and on the leg
of the bird itselil seem (o cause great weale

The len th of the birds' stay in the ares way Ve
detemined to some exient by their Iepeattnggg dJot all
individuals repeat, Ltut many <o which gives a satisfactory
basis fer condlusions; although we must remember that

Lﬂbec "Banding Activities Swmary for 19361937 at Parsons
Jollege, Pairfield, Iowa" - Chart II




banded birxds are individuals and should be mtudied as
@uche Yany must be observed in oxder to draw conclusions
of a vpecicse

The total summary of the station's woxk for the
surrent baanding year may best be showa by a am:t-w

- The dally record for the station was Lrokea Mareh 28
waen a total of 43 weve bunded and 16 repeated making the
days catoh total 53 individuals. Of the 43 that were
banded 37 were Juneos, 4 Soag Sparzows and one each of
Fox Sparrowns and Harrie Sparzows

At present there are 10 tzaps of four types in cperation.
Five arve tray f{innel traps, two are false bottom, two Governe
ment Sparrow (rape and one Cohaseet Yarbley trape The Baldﬂn
Woodpecke® irap is very good but is not im operction at PIef=

eiite Ia season the Chimney Swift trap 1o put in operations

3] -
& See "Banding Activities Swmaxy for 1936-1937 at Parsons
College, Pairfield, Iowa" - ChartII




gince the data sceompsnying thie paper was compiled
on April 25 the banding has brought exeelleont resultss An
addition of 52 vhite-throat Sparrewe, 6 Brown Thrashers, 4
Cowbirxds, one each of ‘merigan Bittern and liose-breasted
Grosteak has been makey The bandiag ef the American Dittemn
aéded another species to the stations tetal aswell as
making the years totsl 28 species. Of these 64 individuals
banded in this peried of April 26 to May 5 thirtyeseven
were btanded on Mayds Bleven repeats weie also recerded on
thic date making another day with excellent results. The yea®s
total including May 5 is 937, The statlons total is changed
by the addition of the same number of individuals to reach
5377 individualse



Chart I

Comparative Chart of Bird Banding Activities of
Parsons Jollege, Faixfield, Ia., Jan. 1931 to ApTe
1937, (Ayear's recoxé is kept from June to June)

=31 =32 =33 =34 o35 o

Jungo, Slate-colored 56 I 67 104 | 157 ‘100 | 156 | 312

Sparrow, vWhite Throat 19 é 2 | 61| 33| 98 E22? | 28 i_457
Blue Jay 13 5 12 13 % ™ 20 26
Sparrew, Trce 133 | B 3| 8 4 28
Gparrow, Song Ilﬁ i i 2 13 42 ! 12 | 10 ‘ 98
Sardinal 9| 8 ’ i s 28| 69
Chicikadee, Blackecapped @ 6 | 6 1| 8 . 2 3| =23
Sparrow, Pox E 5 2 12 13 34 28| 47| 141
Thrasher, Browa 4 % 1 ose 17 ; 2| 35 140
voodpecker, Downy 4 ’ 1 1 1 16
Cwl, Great orned | 2 I . , ! : 2
Huthatch, Whiteebreasted | 2 | 3 4 4 3 ] 3 ‘ 7 | 26
Titmouse, Tufted EN 3| 3 6| | 6| 38
lMeadowlark, Lastern | 3 : i f E ; . 1
Voodpesker, ded tellled | 1 1 2 { 4
woodpecker, ilalry 1 | | I R
Goot; imeriean ER - § 2| 1 5
Towhee, RBedeeyed R 3] I S Y
Zowbird 1 10 1 26
Flicker, lorthern s Y ® j s | 9
Swift, Chinney f | mm1%1;4; 1£m€mw
Catbird 5 P 9 E 6 2 3 2
Sparrew, Lineoln | 1 | 5 4 § 2 b5 2 ] 18




O30 TU3L 1032 1033 1934 1930 1030 Total

“Yellowthrout, iatyland ﬁ; s .? =M. 0{2__:&,,:17___1_
Grackle, Broazed | 3 [ 26 | 11 | 51
Sparrow, Harvis 5 3 6 2 6 | 21
Thrush, vood 1 E 2 3
Owl, Sereech 1 2 ! i 3
Sparrow, urasshopper ‘ 2 | 2
Sparrow, Jhippling ‘ 3 | 3 1 6
Kinglet, Gohlon-orom‘ i 2 1 3
Phoebe | i | é 1
¥ren, House | 1130 17! 2| 8/|as
Ovenbird X | | 3
Guekoe, Yellowebilled 1 i 1
Bluebird 1 j10 | 8 1 17
febing | 1|9 3 4 | 10| 1|23
Sparrow, ‘sﬂute-orowned% 1 1 ‘ 1 3 6
Dove, Houraing | 1|9 § 1 14
Jrow ; 1
Owl, Barzed | 1
BoWwwhite j 18 | 59 1371 6611486
Blackbird, fed-wing | 15 1 16
dwallow, Bara i 1 4 | 8 22
Shrike, Migrant - ; 3 1 4
Oriole, Baltimore | | | 3 3
Hawk, Rede=tailed 2 2
Thrush, Hermit | ; 1 1| 2
Sparrow, "ield ‘, i 1 1




Sparrow, Field

Starling

Woodpecker, Ieodeheaded
Grosbeal, Povo-brensted
Hawk, Sparrow

Warbler, agnelia
Kiildeer

Cormorant, Loulble-ergnted
Sandpiper, Spotted
Warbleyr, uyrile
Vaxwing, Cedary

Vireo, Fhiladelphia
Wren, ¥Winter
Kinglet,Ruby-crovned
WVaterethrush, Orinnells
Goldfineh

Yearts Totals

1930 1931 1952 193% 1934 1935 193¢ Total
=31 «32 33 34 3B 36 37

1 1
1 i
1 2 3
2 1 il

3 S

| 1

& 1

1 1

8 2

2 2

i 1

L 1

i 1

3 )

1 1

i 1

15) 11¢ 1202 1647 608 631 866 5296



Chart II

Banding Activities Summary for 1936-37
at Parsons College, Fairfield, Iowa.

Junco, Slate-colored
Swift, Chimney
Bobe~whi te

Sparrow, Fox

Thrasher, Brown
Sparrow, White~throated
Cardinal

Elue Jay

Sparrcw, Song

Grackle, bLronged
Nuthatch, Vhite-breasted
Titmouge, Tufted
Sparrow, Harris

Wren, louse

Spairow, Tree
Chickadee, Black UJapped
Catbixd

Kinglet, Ruby-cr&wned
Sparrow, Lincoln
Towhee, Red-eyed

Robin

. Shrike, Migrant

Thrush, Hermit

Indiv.

312
251
66
47
35
28
28
24
16

Pt
W L B A0 & N M

0

i

Repeats
Danded No. of Ho.

Indiv, Rpts.

8l

38
i8
11

ié
12

N O @R O oo

227

186
45

15
62
51
10

10
29
i5

Kets,

13

Dead
Banded Unbanded

1
3 K
1
1
2
2 1
1
2 L
1

Escaped

10



: Indiv. FRepeats FRets. Dead . Escaped

Banded No. No. Banded Unband.
; Ind. Rpt. :

Thrush, Wood L | |

Grosbeak, Rose4breasted 1

Thrush, Grimnell's Vater 1
| " Goléfinch p {
%; Prairie Falcon : _ L
4 Totals | 866 202 685 24 11 9 11

Squirrel
Chipmunk

Opossum

LN, (T

TR s e

Cottontail



