‘hen one lo“ks forward fifty vears is a long,long time, but with the

backward view the vears telescope so that that =inter of 1902 and 1909 which
was the first year of the existence of the Feterson Tuescay Slub does not
secm too far away.Those were definitely the "horse and bugry days,'" since the
horse and railroad trains (far more numerous then ) were the standard moans
of transportation,In towm,however,not neearly every family had a horse,hence
wall:ing was also ponular,Cur home was a mile from town but the club members
thourht nothins of walking the mile mostly up the big hill,Vou may picture

us then strolling dovm the road with our skirts lifted carefully but vnder no

circimstances higher then the £ifth hutton of our high button shoes.We wore

[,

no makeup,no lady wore mekeup,if she wore makeup she was no lady,it was just
as simple as that,I can vividly recall the winter outfit I had that year,a
black broadcoat cut on princes- lines,a huge bleck velvet hat with a big vhite

ostrich plume and a large red fox muff.Il really fancied mrrself in that costime,

My mother,Charlotte Iirchner Butler,was the first president of the
Tuesdav Blub and I was the chairmen of the program cowiittee,''e had some

difficulty in finding program material since there was no library in -eterson
and we were dependent on —rivate libraries and mazZazines.Cur first program
featured some Teggong @ ©f cultural and artistic nature and some definitely
practical, It weuld not rate with present dav prosrsm jidoes since it was not
built about a central theme,The copies of our first program have 2ll disappeared
but I ean recall sone of the lesaons.l had a lesson on ''Stock “aiszing" possibly
because my mother had just given mne o fam ot Zverly,l do not know where 1
found my naterial but am sure that any stock man would heve shrieked in ansuish,
As program cheirmen still do I tock over some procram mumbers when the

member originally chosen was unable to appear,that is how I gave a talk on
"The Appetising Preparation of Cheap ?oods.” This was Dot Ilirchner's lesson and
she could have handled it brilliantly,but certainly not I,My mother and 1

~

had just returned from two vears &f travel,more than a year ebroad.frior to
that



z
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I had gradvated from college and had a year of post-sraduate stud;r at Chicago

University,my subjects -aleontology, ntomology and Comperative fnatomy of

Vertebrates,none of which would be particularly helpful under those circum-

stances.lMemory does not serve as to the type of les-on 1 prepeared,perhaps my

mother helped me,but at all events I was not expelled from the club so that

I must have iven a degre~ of infomation, or else they gave me "E" for effort.
¢mong the women ~ho were charter members of the Tuesday Club were many

“ho were brilliant and interesting 2s well as executive,lo doubt it is larcely

due to their influence th_t the club lived ond thrived as will be related by

the succeeding speakers,



