

















Components of NOAA

Under terms of Reorganization Plan No. 4, the programs of the
following organizations would be moved into NOAA:
—The Environmental Science Services Administration (from within
the Department of Commerce).
—Elements of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries (from the De-
partment of the Interior).
—The marine sport fish program of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries
and Wildlife (from the Departinent of the Interior).
—The Marine Minerals Technology Center of the Bureau of Mines
(from the Department of the Interior).
—The Office of Sea Grant Programs (from the National Science
Foundation).
—Elements of the United States Lake Survey (from the Depart-
ment of the Army).
In addition, by executive action, the programs of the following
organizations would be transferred to NOAA:
—The National Oceanographic Data Center (from the Department
of the Navy).
—The National Ocecanographic Instrumentation Center (from the
Department of the Navy).
—The National Data Buoy Project (from the Department of
i Transportation).
In brief, these are the principal functions of the programs and
; agencies to be combined:

THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

(ESSA) comprises the following components:
—The Weather Bureau (weather, marine, river and flood fore-
‘asting and warning).

—The Coast and Geodetie Survey (earth and marine description,

mapping and charting).,

—The Environmental Data Service (storage and retrieval of en-

vironmental data). :

—The National Environmental Satellite Center (observation of

the global environment from carth-orbiting satellites).

—The ESSA Rescarch Laboratories (rescarch on physical environ-

mental problems).

ESSA’s activities include observing and predicting the state of the
oceans, the state of the lower and upper atmosphere, and the size and
shape of the carth. It maintains the nation’s warning systems for such
natural hazards as hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, earthquakes and
seismic sea waves. [t provides information for national defense, agri-
culture, transportation and industry.

ESSA monitors atmospherie, oceanic and geophysical phenomena
on a global basis, through an unparalleled complex of air, ocean,
earth and space facilities. It also prepares aeronautical and marine
maps and charts.

Bureaw of Commercial Fisheries and marine sport fish activities.—
Those fishery activities of the Department of the Interior’s U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service which are ocean related and those which are
directed toward commercial fishing would be transferred. The Fish
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eflicient operation of our transportation systems, our agriculture and
our national sccurity. I expeet it to maintain continuing and close
linison with the new Environmental Protection Agency and the
Council on Environmental Quality as part of an effort to ensure that
environmental questions are dealt with in their totality and that they
benefit from the full range of the government’s technical and human
resSOUrCes.

Authorities who have studied this matter, including the Commis-
sion on Marine Science, Engineering and Resources, strongly recom-
mended the ereation of a National Advisory Committee for the
Occans. T agree. Consequently, I will request, upon approval of the
plan, that the Seeretary of Commerce establish a Natonal Advisory
Committee for the Occans and the Atmosphere to advise him on the
progress of governmental and private programs in achieving the
nation's oceanic and atmospheric objectives.

AN ON-GOING PROCESS

The reorganizations which T am here proposing afford both the
Congress and the Executive Branch an opportunity to re-evaluate the
adequaey of existing program authorities involved in these consolida-
tions. As these two new organizations come into being, we may well
find that supplementary legislation to perfect their authorities will be
necessary. [ look forward to working with the Congress in this task.

In formulating these reorganization plans, I have been greatly
aided by the work of the President’s Advisory Council on Execntive
Organization (the Ash Council), the Commission on Marine Science,
Engineerivig and Resources (the Stratton Commission, appointed by
President Johnson), my special task force on oceanography headed
by Dr. James Wakelin, and by the information developed during
both House and Senate hearings on proposed NOAA legislation.

Many of those who have advised me have proposed additional
reorganizations, and it mayv well be that in the future T shall recom-
mend further changes. For the present, liowever, T think the two
reoraanizations transmitted today represent a sound and significant
beginning. T also think that in practical terms. in this sensitive and
rapidly developing area, it is better to proceed a step at a time
and thus to be sure that we are not caught up in a form of organiza-
tional indigestion from trving to rearrange too much at once. As we
see how these changes work out, we will gain a better understanding
of what further changes—in addition to these—might be desirable,

Ultimately, our objective should be to insure that the nation’s
environmental and resource protection activities are so organized
as to maximize both the effective coordination of all and the effective
functioning of each.

The Congress, the Administration and the public all share a pro-
found commitment to the rescue of our natural environment, and
the preservation of the Earth as a place both habitable by and hos-
pitable to man. With its acceptance of these reorganization plans, the
Congress will help us fulfill that commitment.

A Ricuarp Nixox.
Tue Wuite Hovusg, July 9, 1970.
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