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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSICON

MEETING NO, 1062

2:15 p.m,, Wednesday, February 23, 1955
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Present

Lewis L, Strzuss
Thomas T, Murray
‘.’-’o F; Libby

K. D. Nichels
Edward Diamond

vr, B, McCool
John H, Stumpf

Also Present

A, Tammaro

Jy L. Kelehan

T, H, Johnson

Paul W, McDaniel
Williem J, Knox
George A, Kolstad
Col. Vincent G. Huston
Dr, Jchn C, Bugher
John A, Derzry

Lyall E, Johnson

E, J. Bloch

V7, Kenneth Davis
Charles H, Reichardt
Don S, Burrows
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Francis J. McCarthy
G. Norman Rogers
William H, Berman
J. A, Waters
Charles D, Luke
Morse Salisbury
Shelby Thompson
ZEdward R, Gardner
C¢D, W, Thorton
william C. Wampler
McKay Donkin

John Mackenzie, Jr.
Comdr. John W, Crawford
Wiiliam L, Oakley
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13, Letter from the Chairman of the Joint Committee: Future
Use of Nevada Proving Grounds (See ALC 141/28, subsequently
circulated)

~ (In approving these minutes, the Commission requested that
the transcript of the meeting be used in lieu of this section of the
minutes as originally written, The pertinent part of the trans-
cript of Meeting 1062 (pp. 101-110), which has been reviewed by
the Commission, is set forth below,)

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: This has just arrived at this minute, and
lthink I ought to read it, It is from Senator Anderson, It is dated
the 21st,, that is Monday, '

*Dear Mr. Chairman:

. i
**As you know the Joint Committee on Atomic FEnergy has
iaunchly supported the Commission in its desire for a continental
'eft site, Ve have also insisted that every necessary step must be
‘“ken to assure that operations at the Nevada Test Site are conducted
‘tfely and that no significant hazard to off-site public health should
"¢sult from test operations, Wxperience so far in the present series,
~d%ever, prompts me to raise the question of whether the Nevada
wm economically under the present
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’j}\l':'lhfor anything other than very small yield devices,
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"The test site was established primarily so that the weapon

qvelopment laboratories could field test experimental devices easily

-—sTquickly. It was argued that the use of a continental test site,

~ther than one in far Pacific, wculd provide savings in money and,

Wntlw time of key scientists and would interfere as

~le as possible with normal laboratory operations, Already we

2
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.z the Pacific where tzey can be precisely scheduled.

uve 5een in the present series a delay of one week, and unless I am
ristaken in my interpretation of the criteria under which the test
«janization presently operates and the commitments given the public,
¢ shall see much more costly delay., Cne weather scientist informed
i+ that the probability of finding weather conditions that meet all the
zesent criteria is about one day in twenty-five,

“I would appreciate receiving from the Commission an evalua-
<36 of the Nevada Test Site under the present criteria for test
nerations, Your repcrt should consider whether only very smail
reld devices should be tested thare, leaving all substantial shots

"Please do not misunderstand me, I do not advocate taking any

: real risk with public health and safety; rather, asswming that the pre-

ust criteria are necessary for public safety, I am raising the question

: dvhether we can use the Nevade Test Site efficientiy for anything
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<¢r than the test of very small yield devices.”

COMMISSICNER MURRAY: D§ you think he is refe:;:ing to the
resent test ? c '
CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Presumably,. '
COMMISSIONZR MURRAY: Is he taking some action now?

MR, NICHOLS5: He was out there,

. CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: He was out there, He didn't see any-
~2g because he leit before it was shot. '

MR, NICHOLS: That is guite a change in his attitude.
CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Yes, it is a big change.
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MR, NICHCLS: He wented to schedule three shota where you
could run it like a cxrcus. -

e,

'CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: We could not stage it for them, They
just turned around and left,

"COMMISSIONTR LIBBY: Ithink we ought to talk about this,
1don’t want radicactivity falling on_}_:eople's necks, but it is an
‘awfully serious thing. :

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Ancther thing about it is that since the
fallout patterns have been established pretty well, they now in addition
to the photograph apply a fallout pattern to the map, and there are
just about two optimum areas. One is more or less west of north
of a line thet would run perpendicular north, which waould run over
this Linccln, Minnesota, There was group of people there, They
had arranged in that event the men would stay in the mines, and the
women and children would move out in busses. That was the best
route north, Ten degrees east of that they got into more settled areas,
There is ax‘otherapparenﬂy opiimum directicn alrnost due south,

MR, NICHCLS: Isn’t it east?

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: No. Zast they got over Ploche and over
St, George, which t‘tey apparently always plaster,

e

MR, NICHCLS: I thought it was just south of those two places,
, .
CHAIRMAN STRAUSS’ _Scuth of those two places is a very
JLarrow corridor where if the wind shifts ten degrees in either direc-
tion, gﬁgr. they are in troubxe aga‘n. Of course, they really never paid

MR, NICHOLJS: Those charts are the same as when they explained
izem to the Commtssxcn at the time we want over the criteria, ‘

RN

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: At that time they did not have on them
¥ 3at they describe now as hot spots, What are they, Bill?
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DELETED

. W, B, McCool
Secretary

Approved by the Commission: March 28, 1955
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