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Anderson. Unprecedented in our history, this innovative presidential action set an

example for everyone else to take bold, innovative action in a way that no rhetoric

or visits could. Th1§\dls the first strategy cht contrasts with Katrma g ! +

Policies. Because of the cabinet level of the Commission, and an unusually strong
chair who was very close to the President, policies for the federal response were

established in a remarkably short time, most of the important ones within the first

Rebuild to Enhance Future Development. One of the most far-reaching policies

established at the first meeting of the Commission was that of rebuilding Alaska in

ways that would enhance the opportunity for future development of the state, rather

than following the past practice of merely rebuilding what had_existed before a
S E———————

disaster. For example, several boat harbors were to be rebuilt twice their size.

This decision paid off in important ways over the long term, but it greatly
complicated the task of reconstructing sufficient public facilities and shelter during
the short construction season to enable Alaskans to remain in the state when the

severe cold weather returned.

Redlining Unsafe Areas. The most controversial policy decision of the

Commission was that of refusing to provide federal assistance in areas that were

determined to be especially vulnerable to future earthquake damage. The
PEEE—

Commission was disturbed about the fact that the federal government kept

providing families and business with financial help in rebuilding in areas that
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