Dear Vernon:
Here are our spring migration records. Hope the typing increases legibility.

Question: is there anything in print about the breeding status of the Trail's flycagcher
complex in the northern midwest? As far as I can figure it, = the birds around here in
brushy pastures are all we-be-o's. Certainly they do not sound at all like the birds that
I have seen and heard in Vew England and Washington State, which said fitzbew. (I realize
that th%s is just the reverse of what a lot of the literature says, which adds to my con-
fusion. ’

A book that you mighgt be interested in: F and T Kent of Iowa City ahve computer coded and
published in book form all of their field records for the last 25 years. Most of the book
is sfxthexxfexmxsf detailed seasonal abundance charts for each species, year by year.
There are also abour 200 of F Kents photographs. You can get copies from F.W. Kent, 211
Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52240, It goes for $7.50.

). Best regards, )
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_heroris
b-c nfight 2 5/1 Cone Marsh

Am bittern 1 heard 5/1 Cone Marsh (heard previous week by M Glasson, R. Deoster)

Vultures, hawks.

turkey vulture 18 5/8 at varﬂhs points in Johnson and Louisa Cos (MN, N Halmi, T Kent,
T. Shires); 2 5/9 Cedar Bluff, Cedar Co (m.ob.)
sharp-shinned hawk: 1 5/17 Iowa City (N Halmi)
r.t. hawk; a pair resident from 5/8 on in a large tract of woodland north of the
@Boralvilke Resevoir.

r-1. hawk: a late bird 4/11 Coralville Resevoir.
osprey only record 1 4/23 at the rt 218 bridge on the Skunk River

Rails
Virginia 1 5/1 Cone Marsh
Sora. 6 5/1 Cone Marsh

Sherebirds
Until about 4/20 the Coralville resevoir was very low and the extensive mudflats
attracted large numbers of birds; by h/23 the heavy rains that came in late April
had filled up’ the Resevoir and completely covered the flats; however several small
ponds that had beem dry since the previous summer were fklled up, and held smaller
numbers until about the first of May.

Plovers

i B Coaliole Tecaans (AL Yedai)

pipins 2 4/18 Coralville Resevoir (N Halmi)
Sandpipers
1. yellowlegs est. 250 Coralville Resevoir 4/18
pectoral: est. 400 4/10; est 200 4/18 Coralville Resevoir.
white-rumped 2 5/20-23 Coralville Resevoir (credit to M. Glasson; m.ob.)
Baird's: 6 4/18 Coralville Resevior
dunlin: 1 4/18, 6 5/23 Coralville Resevoir
Wilson's Phalarope: up to 5 4/30-5/8 Iowa City (m.ob.); 2 4/23 pond near Coralville Res.

Gulls, terns.

r-b gull 2 5/8 Coralville Dam (N Halmi, T Kent, T Shires)
tern, Forster's 1 5/8 Lake MacBride (N Halmi, T Kent, T. Shires)

tern, black 1 5/8 Swan Lake (N Halmi, T. Kent, T Shires)



cuckoos -- did not show up in any numbers until around 5/27
owls

screech: a small grove of maples in a posture s of the Coralwville Resevoir held up
to 4 adults and up to 3 imm birds (m.Ob.)

gr. horned: a,gn&'resident at the s edge of the Coralville Resevoir fledged 2 young,
for the second year in a row (m. ob.)

barred: a pair at Cedar Bluff, Cedar Co. raised two young (credit J Fuller; m.ob)

Woodpeckers
pileated: 1 4/10 Cordville Resevoir

red-headed: common in suitable habitat; to 10-20 a day. No evidence of a decline over
_the three seasons that I have been in the area.

Flycatchers
m G nd F
phoebe: & pair nested under an iron bridgglnorth of the Coralville Resevoirg

acadian 1,singing, seen 5/22 Palisades-Kepler St. Pk., Linn Co. (R. Deoster)
yellow-bellied: 4 5/21 Iowa City

alder: 3-4 singing birds 5/30 Iowa City; 4-6 birds 5/31 Coravville Resevior area, many
singing. Some showed evidence of being territorial; made search for nests but
have not yet succeded in finding one. Most birds were in wet brushy pastures,
not far from small streams or ditches; one was in a willow thicket by a beaver

pond.

cliff: colony on the bridges over the Iowa River at Iowa City continues to maintain
itself — oabo. Yt 150 OC‘-C.A:O\(A Nestk 6/3.
a colony of 2-300 nests located on a limestone cliff across the Cedar River from
Palisades - Kepler ST. Pk. in Linn Co. (5/22)

Swallows
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Wrens.
long-billed marsh 2 5/1 Cone Marsh; 1 5/8 Coralville Resevoir (i Halmi, T Kent, T Shires)
short billed marsh 1 5/8 Goralviile Resevoir (N Halmi, T Kent, T Shires)

Thrushes
eastern bluebird 1 3/20 Cone Marsh; 1 5/9 Cedar Bluff (m. ob.)

Wexwings

cedar: many flocks around 5/23-5/31; seen on almost every field trip. max 21 5/31

Vireos
White-eyed 1 5/2-5/5 Iowa City

. Bell's: 2 singing Iowa City 5/19-5/30: at least 3 birds at Coralville Resevoir area
in a brushy field 5/23 on (credit C S Newlon)

Warblérs

warbler migration thought generally good around here, though there were no tremendous
waves., Noteworthy were the scarcity of bay-breasted and the relative abundance of
Cape May, lMourning, Connecticut, and Canada.

Prothonotary: from 5/13 on, up to 3 birds present at a beaver pond on a small stream
flowing into the north side of the Coralville Resevoim, just west of the
rt 218 bridge. First observation by N Halmi, T Shires, T Kent. On 5/23
a pair was ®bserved visitimg a woodpecker hole in a dead willow, standing
in several feet of water. English sparrows took over this hole. On 5/31
the pair was observed visiting another similar hole, and the female was
xt seen carrying grass in her bill. The third bird is a male which is
so far not paired. Seen by many observers.,

Yellow: common in willows near water, probably more so than last year.

Cape May: 1 5/12 Iowa City; 2 5/15 Davenport; ‘1 5/23 Coralville Resevolr
Cerulean: 1 singing male, 5/22 Palisades -Kepler St. Pk., Linn Co. (R DeCoster)
Bay-breasted: 1 5/23 Coralville Resevoir (m ob)

La. Waterthrush: 1 singing (§een only fleetingly) 5/22 Palisades-Kepler St. Pk.

R DeCogster
Kem'\'mc\c \ ("5(9‘ e/t Corolile Vesevoin anee Cecedd Yo RLCC’SL"B
Connecticut: 1 5/22 Palisades-Kepler St. Pk

Mourning: 1 5/21 Iowa City; 4 5/22 Palisades-Kepler St. Pk. (R DeCoster)

Yellow-breasted chat: 1 5/23 on, in brushy field bn nowth side of the Coralville Res-
evoir. (credit J. Taylor, R. Vane) (m ob).



Warblers

Hooded: 1 sixxXimgx singing male 5/2? Coralville Resevoir. (They are quite scarce
around here; my first record, and F and T kent only saw one in 25 years.)

Canada: 1 5/22 Palisades-Kepler St Pk (R DeCoster); 1 5/23 Coralville Resevoir; 1
5/28 Towa City, killed on window (credit R Hollis)

Icterids

My impression was that there were fewer migrant grackles and redwings around this
year than last, though the numbers of breeding birds seem about the same.

Yellow- headed blackbird 5-6 5/8 Cone Marsh (If Halmi, T Kent, T Shires). They did not
return to the pond in Iowa City at which they were found last

summer, as the water level was too low (the pond dried up in
mid-May).

Finches

pine siskins were around in large numbers in April and early May. last bird seen 1 5/11
Towa City.

Sparrows

grasshopper: remain in good numbers in suitable psature habitat. No evident decline in
the three years that I have birded this area.

clay-colored: 1 5/1 Cone Marsh
Harris's: up to 4 gresent L/10 through 5/8 Coralville Resevoir (m ob); 2 5/5 Iowa City
(¥ Halmi

(As of 5/23, Hehslow's sparrows had not yet returned to the field where they
kave been found the previous two years.)



