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Red Rock Game Management Area 

The Red Rock Game Management Area is located within the upper reaches of the Red Rock Reservoir. The 

area includes land on the flood plain of the Des Moines River and on the surrounding uplands. This area was 

obtained from the Army Corps of Engineers and is operated under a license obtained from them on May 18, 

1967. The total area under management by the Wildlife Section of the State Conservation Commission is 

This area is managed primarily for Canada geese. The refuge portion of the area has been developed to 

provide a stop-over area for Canada geese during migration. The ultimate goal is to build up a resident goose 

flock in order to improve the distribution and hunting opportunity for this species. The refuge consists of 

8,047 acres. It is closed to hunting the entire year and to trespass from October 1 through December 15. 

(Check current regulations). However, the refuge is open from the end of the waterfowl season to September 

30th to other recreational activities, such as fishing, hiking, and boating. 

The establishment of the resident flock may take several years. After the flock has been established, goose 

hunting will be allowed on a controlled basis. Because of the nature of wild geese, a large undisturbed refuge 

area is necessary to attract the birds and afford them reasonable security. Large fields of goose browse are 

planted to provide an attractive habitat for the birds and to encourage them to stay longer. 

The State Conservation Commission is also aware of present needs for more public hunting areas. Towards 

this end, approximately 10,000 acres of land on Red Rock have been opened to public hunting. Part of this 

land consists of hardwood timber interspersed with crop fields and grassy areas. This land is managed specifi- 

cally for upland game. Approximately 8,000 acres of the public hunting area is bottom land and should 

provide excellent waterfowl hunting. 

These public hunting areas are clearly marked with green and white public hunting signs. The refuge is 

posted with yellow and black refuge signs. A retrieve zone has been established on the river to isolate the 

refuge boundary from hunting activities. Hunting is not allowed on this portion of the river. Boat traffic and 

decoys will be allowed and birds that fall in the river may be retrieved. Blinds will not be permitted in this 

portion of the river but may be established on the north bank. A map is on back of this sheet to assist you in 

locating these areas. It is very important that the refuge be kept inviolate during the fall migration so that the 

resident flock of wild Canada geese will build up rapidly. 
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