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Red-throated Loon Record Number: 89-12 
27 Apr 1989 Classification: A-D 
Lake Manawa, Pottawattamie Co., IA 
*Bray,*L&B Padelford, *Lund, *Myers 
also 29 April; IBL 59:79, 61:84, Myers 1989 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Bob Myers, 29 Apr 
Tanya E. Bray, 27 Apr [? error, found by Myers] 
Babs Padelford/Loren Padelford, 29 Apr 
Marc Lund, 30 Apr 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 59:79 
Records Committee: IBL 61:84 
Myers, R. K. 1989. Red-troated Loons at Lake Manawa. IBL 

S$9:117. 

VOTE: 7 A=) 

A-D. Well described by multiple observers. Question: was the 
throat red or reddish (Bray, Padelfords): "dirty" (Dinsmore), or 
not determinable (Myers)? Nice analysis by Myers. 

A-D. Good set of documentations which support each other. 
A-D. Excellent descriptions of two adult Red-thraoted Loons. I 

think the 27 Apr date is incorrect--Myers found the birds on 29 
Apr. 

A-D. Consistent descriptions of small loon with upturned lower 
mandible, throat patch on one bird, and face and back pattern 
consistent with bird in partial molt to alternate plumage. 

A-D. Red throat patch eliminates all others. Bill and posture 
right for Red-throated along with size and shape of bird. Good 
analysis by various observers. 

A-D. Excellent descriptions by Bray and Myers, with red throat 
patch seen by Bray on one bird. 

SENT TO: Tanya E. Bray, 9708 Grover, Omaha, NE 68124; Babs and 
Loren Padelford, 1405 Little John Rd., Bellevue, NE 68005; 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010; Bob 
Myers, RR2 Box 153, Perry, IA 50220.



COMMENT 

There were few extreme weather fronts this summer, and they probably 
had minimal effect on nesting birds. The dry conditions led to the opening of 
some of the annual set-aside and Conservation Reserve land for haying and 
grazing. Since these areas total 1.4 and 1.8 million acres respectively, there is 
vast potential for nesting by species such as meadowlarks, Grasshopper 
Sparrows, and Sedge Wrens. Reports of those species seldom show up in 
these pages but my own belief is that they have prospered in recent years. 
Among the migrants, there were few late spring and no early fall warblers 

reported. For the past several years, I couldn't tell which direction the shore- 
birds were headed. This year there was generally a mid-to-late June period 
with no sightings and then an earlier-than-usual start to the fall migration in 
late June and early July, as evidenced by several record early dates. Again 
the lack of water here and to our west may have concentrated birds in a few 
places where several birders could find them, especially Union Slough. 
My thanks to the dedicated group of reporters. Your reports were gener- 

ally clear, precise, and timely, which made my job easier. 
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ROBERT K. MYERS 

April 29, 1989 found me making my usual birding trip 
around southwest Iowa. At noon I stopped at Lake 
Manawa State Park, Pottawattamie County, for lunch and 
to check out the lake. I immediately noticed two small 
loons sleeping with their heads in their back feathers as 
they floated in the north end of the lake. Occasionally one would raise its 
head, look around, and go back to sleep. They seemed small, about 1.5 times 
the length of American Coots swimming about the same distance away. 
Common Loons should have looked larger. Both loons had brownish backs, 
and no white flecking could be seen. One did seem slightly darker. Both 
were whitish on the front of the neck and sides of the head. The darker bird 
appeared to have a dark patch on the front of the neck about half-way down 
from the head. I could not make out the color of the patch. Both loons had 
thin, pointed, somewhat shorter bills. Their heads were also more rounded 
than Common Loons (no knob above the eye was apparent). I was sure that 
these had to be Pacific or Red-throated Loons and the marks that swayed my 
decision were the angle of the bill and the birds' posture. The bills were 
definitely bent upwards—this was noticeable even when the head was 
horizontal. The loons frequently tilted their heads back, greatly accentuating 
the upward effect of the bill. This effect was similar to that displayed by 
other Red-throated Loons | have seen. 

I then made my way to a pay phone to notify some Omaha birders and 
Ross Silcock. I understand that a few others did get to see one or both birds 
during the next several days. 

I was concerned about the lack of white flecking on the backs of these 
mostly basic-plumaged birds, but T. S. Robert's key in A Manual for the Iden- 
tification of the Birds of Minnesota and Neighboring States (Minneapolis: Univer- 
sity of Minnesota Press 1932) gives a description of Red-throated Loon in 
first nuptial plumage that is acquired by a partial prenuptial molt in late 
winter. This plumage is much like the adult, but with less noticeable throat 
patches and mostly plain backs. 
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Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata>d 

ae 

é April z2?r, 1489 

4:15 - 4:45 p.m. 

Lake Marnawa: Pottawattamie County 

Description: Smal! loon. The upper manible was straight; 

the lower manible was curved upward. The head was light 

snuagy aray mixed with white; definitely lighter than the 

pack. Crown almost flat, smooth, with little crest. The 

barety perceptapbie crest is at the back of the head not over 

ied as in common toon. dHind neck gray; lighter than the 

bac Front of neck is also smudgy gray and white. Two 

Ssquacisn patches, one just under chin and one lower on neck 

were definiteiy red when seen in good light. 

white oeily and flanks. Back was muddy dark gray. 

Uriderwing inner linings white and primaries and secondaries 

dack (pattern similar to Swainson’s Hawk). 

Benavior: The bird dived repeatedly; staying under water 

tor iong periods of time. When swimming, he appeared to 

twist his head, looking Sideways, or over his shoulder very 

often. I did not see the bill held up-tilted, at least not 

AS exeqaerated as in the field guides. 

Tnis oird was not in any plumage shown in the field guides. 

[1 peiieve it was closer to being in alternate plumage than 

in DbaSic as the back was quite plain; the white of the cheek 
had bequn to be replaced with gray, and the beginnings of 

tne ced throat patch were visible. 

ies: Pacific Loon; eliminated by red color of 

cnroat pa and shape of biil. This bird’s bill was more 

ibike that & EBared Grebe; that is, very slender and not as 

loon-iike as that of Pacific Loon. Pacific Loon’s bil! 

ftqaks |!ike a small Common Loon. Common Loon: eliminated by 

Size ot BbBicd, Shape of bill, and red throated patch. 

Similiar Spe 

c 

a
o
n
 

A
o
 

Light aud Equipment: 

Picst viewed trom the east with the bird backlit, the bill 

and general Snape of the bird was quite clear. At this time 

the loon was within one nundred feet Cestimated). I moved 

to the west. ana viewed the bird with the sun benind me. 

From tnis vantage, the red color on the throat was quite 

Clear. 

Y xX 26 binoculars 

25 x Busnnel! Scope 

Reterences used: Nationai Geographic Field Guide
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(ithers who Saw bird: Bub Meyers saw two birds; Dave Starr 

also saw two. Babs & Loren Padelford, B. J. Rose, Doug 
kose, RogergkRose saw one |oon which from his description was 
nat the same one [ saw. m. ob. 

cb matted hy. 
Taney 4 Brey 

GIO 8 Grewees 
Cyne he, De 69/24



Babs & Loren Padelford 
1405 Little John Rd. 
Bellevue, NE 68005 

Documentation of Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) 

Location: Lake Manawa, Pottawattamie Co., Iowa 

Date: April 29, 1989 

Description of birds: There were two Red-throated Loons 
present. They were larger than Lesser Scaup which were 
present for direct comparison. No other loons present. The 
bill of both birds was long, thin, dark and slightly upturned 
at the tip. The length of the bill was approximately equal 
to the length of the head. The side of head from bill to 
behind ear and down the side of neck was white to light gray. 
The eye was clearly surrounded by the light color. The top 
of head and back of neck to back was uniformly gray but 
contrasted with much darker gray back. The effect was a two- 
toned neck with light gray fore neck and darker gray hind 
neck. Throat was white to light-gray in color. 

Both birds held their neck straight and extended and head was 
tilted slightly upward. One of the birds had a partial 
throat patch that appeared to be a dark reddish-black color. 
Feet were black and webbed. The linings of the wings were 
white. 

Elimination of other species: The two-toned neck and 
slightly upturned bill eliminates the Pacific Loon and the 
comparatively dainty head and thin bill eliminates the Common 
Loon which has a much more massive head and bill. 

Time of Sighting: 7:15 te 7:30 p.m. 

Light Conditions: Partly cloudy. Viewed birds to the east 
from west shore of lake with light to our backs. 

Distance from Birds: Approximately 75 to 100 yards at 
closest range to nearly the middle of the lake. 

Equipment used: Bushnell Spacemaster 25x spotting scope, 
Nikon 8 x 25 binoculars, Bushnell 6 x 25 binoculars. 

Field Guides Consulted: National Geographic, 2nd edition. 

Other obersvers: Tanya Bray, Dave Starr, Jerry Toll, Mark 
Lund, B.J., Roger and Doug Rose.
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This documentation is being written on 5/7/89 from notes 
taken in the field at time of sighting. 

On Satturday two birds were present, but some observers only 
saw one bird. On Sunday apparently only the bird without 
the throat patch was seen. As far as we know they were not 
seen after Sunday, 4/30. 
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jugexat. RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM accession # 9G-/2 
file # 

This form is intended as a convenience for documenting unusual observations. While use of 
this form is encouraged, it may be used flexibly and need not be used at all. Attach ad- 
ditional sheets as necessary. Attach copies of sketches, field notes, etc. If possible, 
please include 2 copies of all photos. Use back for more space. Please print or type. 

1. SPECIES k ed «throated oer 

2. NUMBER SEEN & AGE (e.g. 2 adults & 3 im.)>* | gzdult 

3. DESCRIBE WHAT YOU SAW (describe plumage, color of eyes, beak, legs, etc., field marks, 

size, wing bars, eye stripe or ring, etc.) Plas Ase i sa ter 

folrd ALLL 4 oi bray 4 ELEY Al Li beck darker. The 

throat wel white with a small area fhak looked "dirty" . [he eyer 

Several tiger bird Siam Chose Canes 4 fo Shor € 

Hat tould) cre jte elf a Clearly With mo &*% ie naitas, 

At @ne Point, the bird Oplue its bill_, wohich further dent Cred 

(tf cha pe, ihe bith Seemed Small Yor & ow ys ‘* £ would sues 

a hout ry! The bird did pot Ely While + watched pf SO 1 cn 

(ve Ao Lut ther Aercr oti. 

4, VOICE (describe song and delivery - in flight, perched, etc.) Sile,t 

a
N
 

5. BEHAVIOR (what it did, how it acted) _Djyef i VR, preen eR  ¢ yeshed 

pu water (bird sef on watey for extend Periods wo div ln 
6. HABITAT BIRD USED [LY ATE/T 

7. DESCRIBE FIELD MARKS USED TO SEPARATE FROM SIMILAR SPECIES & NAME THE SPECIES ELIMINATED 

The bill was toe Slender for ether (oxwon Loou er Yellow - br Leet Levu 

The bill ums upturned Ghd not Shaped like the Pacific Leow 
8. HAVE YOU IDENTIFIED THIS SPECIES PREVIOUSLY? IF SO, HOW OFTEN? AO 

9. EXACT LOCATION OF THE SIGHTING LAKE MAMAHLWA  — Counce SUE , £A- 

10. DATE & TIME OF SIGHTING 4 /30/f9 9'30@m 11. DURATION OF SIGHTING YS jM mutes 

12. LIGHT CONDITIONS Sunnw | , 13. OPTICS USED 2S y Spotting, Scope. 

14. APPROX. DISTANCE FROM BIRD SO YhS- 15. OTHER OBSERVERS  — 

16. PHOTOGRAPHED? A\O BY WHOM? oS 

17. FIELD GUIDES USED fetersen Eastern + Natuunel Geoyophc 

check applicable: THIS REPORT PREPARED with bird in view; from notes made with bird in 

view; V_ from notes made later; if later, how much later; '; IDENTIFICATION MADE: (~_ with 

bird in view; min/hrs/days later. hour 

YOUR NAME ADDRESS __ LMM ELL Lund FOS Behe Vu &. UTA heuth 

SIGNATURE __ JU MAX bercneh | 

Thank you very much for your cooperation in submitting this report. Your contribution to 

Nebraska ornithology in so doing is it bern 

Please return to: ~N+@;t+-RECORDS-COMMTTTEE nS 

ga 2. fo as 



| DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa §9-fL 

What species? hed -Thecatedl Loar | How many? ow 

Location? <#4e /SVoncwa S%zfe KG 

Type of habitat? <sc<e_ 

When? date(s): 29 fipril S9S9 time: /% Loon to 2.20pm CofS$ + nD 

Who?your name and address: Sob fyers , VRQ Box/S3, ferry Sawa SPRRE 

others with you: ore 

2? 2 others before or after you: § 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
The Tso small foors were hep ing with Thelr Aead's huvdad y77 Thar beac SeoAhérs 

as They Stel in She vorlh ercl 8 TR eke. Kassivnaly each would raise its heat, 

, ; OF J Both feces Dad brown backs C med hnoe ) onal 
(OOS shuld pore eck arger- 

Sta 

| ‘ 7 One Ald seem oli bNy darker « Bob DCre GAs yi 

no whe Pleks cool be Sears 
g4/y 7 

SS a enc! tee ot Acad, Whitdsh. silos could be seen at dater line. 

7 pragiei pie a nal on POver Q dati poteh on Pront oF heck ola?” : 

yi ee BY The pead ie 4 cone! ait poke at chor oS 
paleh ’ Lo74 /Oo17S 

ho! f-way chown ane | , ! wy yn hana’ Were al SFI LFS rowndeot 

A ol Dh iin itd, eomeeihel shorter 
bills. we 

4 

i- waa JOO) 
2 Cno knob Ped we 

fer . “ff 

| ae LZ eds ot ey ene marl id 
_ ke Bcities or Keck: Vhrte S ; a0 die vs The ible wae ake finite k 

The angle oe : . mere ever toe n She head bil Aeriaatlel 
The Joos 

bent upwards —— a; yer Lk orl Ths gre GCCLN uated He Ea eared 

Hirt szatyet m BecisiON L59S 
f 

etryec 
“ 

rect throotect /e0r7S Tie seen wetreiel by the Jack & wu Te Gee king So Yo 

Similar species and how eliminated: “245 < ed Nb,,n0escte -« 
dikes of iat phos pie fens? mosT79 > = — Bile ean - in iat 

Fe ie ee aa led adult wih tes8 nce doble Trott patch Cas in aoe Bid D and bas mostly plem bocke 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? NO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Geod Uiewing~ fart Ix, Cloucly - L viewed From béh sides o¥ Fhe ba, They were 17 DislGrxe € 

BOS probobly A5D~ 200 ye. Cust eyeball est-> - usec! scope at a0 % 60x 

“Previous experience with species and similar ones: 7 Asse seen Ais specnes 
bee re in “Zeen- a , ? é 

References and persons consulted before writing description: ~ jocked af fiat: ee. bude 

che Las Fhore and Robevts Bards of inneseTa /a7e 
How long before field notes made? »» Ze spet_this form completed? Lay 2 
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