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MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION
/Bruce G. Peterjohn

Spring began with the return of winter weather to most of the Region.
Snow cover was prevalent in the northern states while temperatures were
well below normal. Sub-zero readings were widespread March 9-10,
and the monthly average temperature was 5 degrees colder in March
than in February at Columbus, Ohio. These unfavorable conditions
reduced migration to a trickle during the first half of March and retarded
migration by one-to-two weeks at month's end. However, when the
migrants returned, their numbers appeared to be normal.

April’s weather remained cool and wet. Average temperatures were
several degrees below normal in most areas while the greatest amount of
precipitation fell in lowa, nearly six inches above normal. Arrival dates
remained one-to-two weeks later than normal while unfavorable winds
produced few overflights. Typical April migrants were distressingly
scarce in many areas, perhaps as a result of the adverse weather condi-
tions. Significant declines were reported for Yellow-bellied Sapsucker,
Northern Flicker, Eastern Phoebe, Winter Wren, Golden-crowned
Kinglet, Hermit Thrush and Brown Thrasher. A warming trend April
24-28 produced a strong Regionwide flight, possibly the most pro-
nounced movement all spring.

The cool, wet weather continued throughout May. Most migration
appeared to occur on only a few days with the strongest movements May
11-12 and 18-22. These migrants did not linger and relatively little
activity was noted on other dates. Arrival and departure dates remained
one-to-two weeks later than normal and many migrants passed through
the Region well into June.

These conditions produced a largely uneventful spring. While most
observers' perceptions depended upon whether or not they were out
during the few flight days, most agreed that numbers were relatively low
especially when compared to those of last spring. Despite the poor
showing of many migrants, a typical representation of rarities was
discovered in each state.

lowa City .

Dn:Mninu ! Dunes
L]

"\ omo /i A
) C?lumbm. | S

ABBREVIATIONS — S.C.R. = Squaw Creck Nat'l Wildlife Ref-
uge, Mo.; M.M.W.A. = Magee Marsh Wildlife Management Area,
O.; Spfld. = Springfield, Ill. /talicized place names are counties.

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS — Surprisingly, the only
Red-throated Loon was detected at Cedar Rapids, la., Apr. 3-16 (1CB,
TS er al.); this species is a casual migrant in lowa. Common Loons
returned to all states during the last one-half of March with maxima of
18-37 reported from several sites. This spring produced an eventful
grebe migration. Pied-billeds remained scarce in the e. states but were
numerous in the w., with a maximum of 165 at Waterloo, la., Apr. 14
(FM, RM). Horned Grebes were widespread through May 19 with
concentrations of 40-90 reported from Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. Red-
necked Grebes appeared in remarkable numbers. March reports consist-
ed of singles along L. Michigan Mar. 3 plus inland at Laurel River L.,
Ky., Mar. 7-21 (1JE et al.) and Horseshoe L., Ill., Mar. 15-17 (JWa,
Tm.ob.). A small flight developed during April with singles at 3 n. Ohio
locations Apr. 2-8 and 2 lowa lakes Apr. 12-17 while a late bird re-
mained in Clay, la., May 21 (fMB). As expected, small numbers of
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Red-throated Loon at Cedar Rapids, la., Apr. 6, 1984. The extensive
white on the face and neck, small bill with upturned lower mandible,
and fine white speckling on the back are all evident here. Photo/Carl
Bendorf.

Eared Grebes were scattered across lowa, Missouri and Illinois after
Mar. 15 although 25 at Springfield, Mo., Mar. 27 comprised a larger
than normal flock (WH). They wandered E to Merom Res., Ind., Mar.
31 (KB et al.) and one-to-two were in Warren, Ky., May 10-13 + (TBP
etal.). As many as four W. Grebes were noted at 3 lowa locations Apr.
9-May 23 where they are regular spring migrants, while one at Ft.
Wayne, Ind., Apr. 20 (tFH) was e. of its normal range. American
White Pelicans were numerous in lowa and Missouri where 1500 at
Swan Lake N.W.R., Mo., Apr. 15 were considered normal (fide JW).
The only report from the e. states was of one at W. Lafayette, Ind., May
16-17 (tEH er al.). Numbers of Double-crested Cormorants continued
to improve in all areas with maxima of 100-250 in the w. states, 200-300
at East Harbor §.P., O., during April, and 20-60 at many inland loca-
tions.

HERONS, IBISES — For the 2nd consecutive spring, most herons
were reported in fairly low numbers. Both bitterns remained disturbing-
ly scarce with a total of 22 Americans and 14 Leasts reported this year.
As many as four Snowy Egrets at one to 4 locations in each state
represented a typical movement for recent springs. Small numbers of
Little Blue Herons were discovered at 8 Illinois sites and 2-4 locations in
the other states except Indiana. Tricolored Herons were found for the 4th
consecutive year at L. Calumet, Ill., with one-to-two present May 5-
June 2 (f]L er al.). Cattle Egrets were locally numerous in the w. states
with concentrations of 140 in Ray, Mo., May 19 (MMc, CH) and 115
near Percival, la., May 16 (T, RS); flocks of 30-80 were found near the
Mississippi R., in Kentucky and Illinois but they were fairly scarce
farther e. Both night-herons appeared to be stable; the 16 Yellow-
crowned reports included a flock of 17 near Aldrich, Mo., Apr. 15
(m.ob.). A Glossy Ibis was thoroughly studied at Granite City, Ill., May
15 (TPS, TRG) while a small movement of White-faced Ibises in the w.
states brought one to three birds each to 4 Missouri locations and singles
to 2 lowa sites Apr. 28-May 11.

WATERFOWL — A fairly good migration developed this spring,
especially for divers during March when unfavorable weather contribut-
ed to the formation of large flocks of Aythya ducks at many locations.
However, the puddle duck migration was poor with few sizable flocks
found anywhere in the Region.

A flock of nine Fulvous Whistling-Ducks visited Muscatatuck
N.W.R., Apr. 3-15, providing the 3rd record for Indiana (tKO—ph.,
m.ob.). Normal numbers of Tundra Swans passed through their regular
staging areas. They were more numerous than normal in ¢. Ohio and
n.c. lowa where 200 near Charles City, la., Mar. 29 were remarkable
for spring (fide JH). Scattered birds were reported from the other states
except Kentucky. Latest of several lingering swans was an immature in
Seneca, 0., May 31 (TBaer al.). Greater White-fronted Geese appeared
in above-normal numbers e. of the Mississippi R. As many as 18 were
found at 7 lllinois locations, 2 Indiana sightings included 15 at L.

American Birds, September-October 1984




4 -03

Bendorf, C. J. 1984. Red-throated Loon at Cedar Lake. Iowa
Bird Life 54:52-54.

Red-Throated Loon at Cedar Lake — On the evening of 2 april 1984, news of an
exciting bird spread through the informal Iowa City grapevine. A Red-throated
Loon was present on Cedar Lake in downtown Cedar Rapids. At 6 AM on 3 April I
met Tom Staudt, Jim Sandrock, Joey Sandrock, and Jim Fuller (all of Towa City)
at the east shore of the lake. After scanning the various waterfowl which use the
lake as a resting spot in migration we moved to the south shore to get a better look.
A brisk wind buffeted the steady rain and viewing conditions were less than ideal.
Finally, we spotted a winter plumage loon about 200 yards away in the center of the
lake. We studied the bird as best we could through rain fogged telescopes and
agreed that this was indeed a Red-throated Loon.

The bird would alternately sleep with its head tucked uncer a wing or dive for
10-15 seconds only to surface in a new location. After watching for about 30 minutes
I made the following notes: size about the same as nearby Red-breasted
Mergansers; back uniform brown-gray with a slight checked or mottled effect:
back of neck and top of head a darker gray color extending down the side of face to
just above the eye; throat, lower cheek front and sides of neck were all clean
white; bill was slender and upturned. The bird also showed a small horizontal
smudge about halfway down the side of the white neck. This mark was only on the
left side.

From looking at the field guides the night before, I knew that one of the key
field marks would be the shape, size, and carriage of the bird’s bill. Features such
as size and shape can be very subjective. If I drive 20 miles to see a bird and know
ahead of time that the bill is supposed to be a certain shape and the head should be
uptilted, it is very hard to be objective when I actually see the bird. But try as I
might, there was no way I could have described the bill as appearing straight. This
upturned bill was accentuated by the constant uptilt of the head.

Over the next few days birders lined up by the carload to look for the loon. No
one was disappointed.

I decided to try to get a look under better viewing conditions. As 6 April dawn-
ed calm and clear [ loaded my camera and again got to Cedar Lake at 6 AM. As
usual, the loon was sleeping out in the center of the lake. At that distance, the bird
was a small image, even through the 20X scope. A photograph would only show a
tiny speck, but I took several anyway. Finally the loon began to dive and move. I
had read in Richard Pough’s Audubon Water Bird Guide that “Like all loons, red-
throateds are curious and can often be brought close to shore by a fluttering han-
dkerchief.”” This sounded like an old folk tale, but I looked about, and seeing only a
few drowsy fishermen, decided to give it a try. I pulled out a bright red handker-
chief and started to wave it vigorously. At that distance [ wasn’t sure the loon could
even see me. After all, he didn’t have a spotting scope. After about 30 seconds I
noticed the loon had begun to swim generally in my direction (pure coincidence, I
thought). Despite feeling a little silly and unconvinced that I could possibly be in-
fluencing the actions of a wild bird, I continued to wave.

Suddenly the loon turned in my direction and swam steadily. As I scrambled
for my camera, the loon dove and disappeared. I held my breath and waited. I was
astonished when the loon surfaced less than 25 yards away in the bright sunlight. I
steadied my shaking hands, quickly focused, and snapped a picture. The bird dove
and resurfaced to my right. As he dove again I caught on to his game and ran along
the shore to the right to be in position when he came up. I had guessed correctly as
the loon came up and peered at me from only 30 feet away! Any closer and either
the bird would have been on land or [ in the water. The loon seemed to tire of our lit-
tle game, and after the next dive he surfaced quite a distance away.

The Red-throated Loon worked its way slowly out to the center of the lake by
diving and resurfacing. He was again several hundred yards out. I watched him
preen for several minutes and then decided to press my luck. I pulled out my red
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Bendorf, C. J. 1984. Red-throated Loon at Cedar Lake. Iowa
Bird Life 54:52-54. (cont)

RED-THROATED LOON
6 April 1984
Cedar Lake, Cedar Rapids
Linn County, Iowa
By Carl J. Bendorf

handkerchief and waved it over my head. Once again the loon turned almost im-
mediately and swam toward me. Once again he started to dive and resurface
closer to the shore. He didn’t come in quite so close this time as he worked his way
past me and back out to the lake center. This second performance by the curious
bird convinced me that Richard Pough knew his birds; Red-throated Loons can in-
deed be attracted closer to shore. Do you suppose the red color of my flag had a
special significance to the Red-throated Loon?

I described my experience to several other birders who then also tried to at-
tract the loon. Unfortunately, no one else had any luck. I guess maybe you can fool
a loon once, perhaps even twice. But you can’t fool a loon three times.

My encounter on 6 April in the bright sunlight showed the color of the bird's
back to be a shade darker than that of the head and back of neck. This is contrary
to the apparent shadings I saw under the poor light during my first observation.
Furthermore, the distinctive pattern of small white flecks on the gray back was
easily seen. It is this star-like pattern on the back of the Red-throated Loon that
gave rise to part of this species’ scientific name: Gavia (family name) steallata
(starred).

The Red-throated Loon was first identified on 31 March by Fred Thompson of
Cedar Rapids. The last known sighting was by Jim Fuller on 20 April. If accepted
by the IOU Records Committee, this occurrence would represent only the fourth

confirmed record for lowa, and the second in this century. Carl J. Bendorf, 825 7th
Ave, Towa City, IA. 52240



MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION
/Bruce G. Peterjohn

Spring began with the return of winter weather to most of the Region.
Snow cover was prevalent in the northern states while temperatures were
well below normal. Sub-zero readings were widespread March 9-10,
and the monthly average temperature was 5 degrees colder in March
than in February at Columbus, Ohio. These unfavorable conditions
reduced migration to a trickle during the first half of March and retarded
migration by one-to-two weeks at month's end. However, when the
migrants returned, their numbers appeared to be normal.

April’s weather remained cool and wet. Average temperatures were
several degrees below normal in most areas while the greatest amount of
precipitation fell in Iowa, nearly six inches above normal. Arrival dates
remained one-to-two weeks later than normal while unfavorable winds
produced few overflights. Typical April migrants were distressingly
scarce in many areas, perhaps as a result of the adverse weather condi-
tions. Significant declines were reported for Yellow-bellied Sapsucker,
Northern Flicker, Eastern Phoebe, Winter Wren, Golden-crowned
Kinglet, Hermit Thrush and Brown Thrasher. A warming trend April
24-28 produced a strong Regionwide flight, possibly the most pro-
nounced movement all spring.

The cool, wet weather continued throughout May. Most migration
appeared to occur on only a few days with the strongest movements May
11-12 and 18-22. These migrants did not linger and relatively little
activity was noted on other dates. Arrival and departure dates remained
one-to-two weeks later than normal and many migrants passed through
the Région well into June.

These conditions produced a largely uneventful spring. While most
observers’ perceptions depended upon whether or not they were out
during the few flight days, most agreed that numbers were relatively low
especially when compared to those of last spring. Despite the poor
showing of many migrants, a typical representation of rarities was
discovered in each state.
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ABBREVIATIONS — S.C.R. = Squaw Creek Nat'l Wildlife Ref-
uge, Mo.; MMM.W.A, = Magee Marsh Wildlife Management Area,
O.; Spfld. = Springfield, Ill. ltalicized place names are counties.

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS — Surprisingly, the only
Red-throated Loon was detected at Cedar Rapids, [a., Apr. 3-16 (TCB,
TS et al.); this species is a casual migrant in lowa. Common Loons
returned to all states during the last one-half of March with maxima of
18-37 reported from several sites. This spring produced an eventful
grebe migration. Pied-billeds remained scarce in the e. states but were
numerous in the w., with a maximum of 165 at Waterloo, Ia., Apr. 14
(FM, RM). Horned Grebes were widespread through May 19 with
concentrations of 40-90 reported from Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. Red-
necked Grebes appeared in remarkable numbers. March reports consist-
ed of singles along L. Michigan Mar. 3 plus inland at Laurel River L.,
Ky., Mar. 7-21 (1JE er al.) and Horseshoe L., Ill., Mar, 15-17 (JWa,
tm.ob.). A small flight developed during April with singles at 3 n. Ohio
locations Apr. 2-8 and 2 Iowa lakes Apr. 12-17 while a late bird re-
mained in Clay, Ia., May 21 (fMB). As expected, small numbers of
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Red-throated Loon at Cedar Rapids, Ia., Apr. 6, 1984. The extensive -
white on the face and neck, small bill with upturned lower mandible,

and fine white speckling on the back are all evident here. Photo/Carl
Bendorf.

Eared Grebes were scattered across lowa, Missouri and Illinois after
Mar. 15 although 25 at Springfield, Mo., Mar. 27 comprised a larger
than normal flock (WH). They wandered E to Merom Res., Ind., Mar.
31 (KB et al.) and one-to-two were in Warren, Ky., May 10-13 + (tBP
etal.). As many as four W. Grebes were noted at 3 Jowa locations Apr.
9-May 23 where they are regular spring migrants, while one at Ft.
Wayne, Ind., Apr. 20 (FH) was e. of its normal range. American
White Pelicans were numerous in Iowa and Missouri where 1500 at
Swan Lake N.W.R., Mo., Apr. 15 were considered normal (fide JW).
The only report from the e. states was of one at W. Lafayette, Ind., May
16-17 (TEH er al.). Numbers of Double-crested Cormorants continued
to improve in all areas with maxima of 100-250 in the w. states, 200-300
at East Harbor S.P., O., during April, and 20-60 at many inland loca-
tions.

HERONS, IBISES — For the 2nd consecutive spring, most herons
were reported in fairly low numbers. Both bitterns remained disturbing-
ly scarce with a total of 22 Americans and 14 Leasts reported this year,
As many as four Snowy Egrets at one to 4 locations in each state
represented a typical movement for recent springs. Small numbers of
Little Blue Herons were discovered at 8 Illinois sites and 2-4 locations in
the other states except Indiana. Tricolored Herons were found for the 4th
consecutive year at L. Calumet, Ill., with one-to-two present May 5-
June 2 (TJL et al.). Cattle Egrets were locally numerous in the w, states
with concentrations of 140 in Ray, Mo., May 19 (MMc, CH) and 115
near Percival, la., May 16 (T, RS); flocks of 30-80 were found near the
Mississippi R., in Kentucky and Illinois but they were fairly scarce
farther e. Both night-herons appeared to be stable; the 16 Yellow-
crowned reports included a flock of 17 near Aldrich, Mo., Apr. 15
(m.ob.). A Glossy Ibis was thoroughly studied at Granite City, Ill., May
15 (tPS, TRG) while a small movement of White-faced Ibises in the w.
states brought one to three birds each to 4 Missouri locations and singles
to 2 lowa sites Apr. 28-May 11.

WATERFOWL — A fairly good migration developed this spring,
especially for divers during March when unfavorable weather contribut-
ed to the formation of large flocks of Aythya ducks at many locations.
However, the puddle duck migration was poor with few sizable flocks
found anywhere in the Region.

A flock of nine Fulvous Whistling-Ducks visited Muscatatuck
N.W.R., Apr, 3-15, providing the 3rd record for Indiana (tKO—ph.,
m.ob.). Normal numbers of Tundra Swans passed through their regular
staging areas. They were more numerous than normal in c. Ohio and
n.c. lowa where 200 near Charles City, Ia., Mar. 29 were remarkable
for spring (fide JH). Scattered birds were reported from the other states
except Kentucky. Latest of several lingering swans was an immature in
Seneca, 0., May 31 (TBa er al.). Greater White-fronted Geese appeared
in above-normal numbers e. of the Mississippi R. As many as 18 were
found at 7 Illinois locations, 2 Indiana sightings included 15 at L.
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EIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM CARL J. BENDORF
825 7TH AVENUE
IOWA CITY IA 52240

SFECIES: RED-THRDATED LOON NUMEBER: 1
LOCATION: Cedar Lake COUNTY: Linn
DATE: 2.6 April 1984 TIME: See BEelow

HAEITAT: Good sized open lake near downtown Cedar Rapids. Good

spot for migrant waterfowl.

DESCRIFTION: On 32 @April, at 6:20 AM, spotted a winter plumage loon
diving in the west-central side of lake. It dove frequently and stayed
down most of time. After about S minutes it stopped diving and swam
steadily across our field of view. I noted following details:

Size very close to nearby Red-breasted Mergansers. Bill thin, _
dark, with a definite slight upcurve. The upturned bill was not
an illusion based on uptilted head as bill appeared upturned even
when head was tilted downwards. Head was held uptilted at least
Q0% of time, only exception was when bird was preening.

Back of neck and over top of head and down to bill was solid dark
gray. This dark area was quite narrow on back of neck. Dark
extended down side of face to approximately even with eye.

On left side of neck about halfway down was a small horizontal
gray smudge extending from dark area on back of neck into white
of side of neck.

Back of swimming bird was a fairly uniform gray—-brown without
obvious flecking. Light lower flanks visible on side of swimming
bird. Belly, breast, throat, cheek and sides and front of neck
were pure white.On right side of face there appeared to be a
small white spot between eye and bill. Not so much a spot as an
eruption of white up into dark cap.

Distance estimated at 75-150 yards with 20X scope. Others present and
in agreement were Tom Staudt, Jim Sandrock, Jim Fuller—Iowa City

and Neil Bernstein-Cedar Rapids. Notes taken while viewing bird

in scope. Rewritten 3 hours later. Form typed 17 May.

On & April under perfect viewing conditions I saw bird again. Bird
approached within 20 Yards! of my 15 X scope. I noted following
additional details:
Color of head and neck now appeared to be noticeably lighter than
base color of back. Back was uniformly mottled with small white
flecks. Dark of cap did not quite come down to level with eye.

Notes taken while viewing bird. Typed here 17 May.

continued next page
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RED-THROATED LOON CARL J. BENDORF FAGE 2

SIMILIAR SFECIES—-COMMENTS:

Similar birds would be all other winter loons. The clear size
comparison to Red-breasted Mergansers should rule out common and
vellow-billed. The thin upturned bill and flecked back should decide
in favor of Red-throated as opposed to Arctic. Kim Eckert says in his
Birder 's Guide to Minnesota "I have yet to see a Red-throated Loon
that wasn’'t immediately obvious because of its bill
position/profile..."

AGREEMENT/DISAGREEMENT OF OTHERS: Others present named above all
agreed. There were numerous others who saw bird afterwards.
Apparently was first identified by Fred Thompson of Cedar Rapids on 31
March.

FREVIOUS EXFERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SFECIES

Very familiar with winter Common Loon. Have seen all three other loons
in winter plumage in California.

REFERENCES ,FPERSONS CONSULTED BEFORE WRITING DESCRIFTION: None
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Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF g4 3
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD :

1. Species &‘Z- ﬁmtg Zoon (Gg,“'d stellale ) 2. Number f
. Location Cedyr Loke (n Coter lopids Tova

o SR ’qrgr}f 9, 184 5. Time Bird Seen: &IOR8 to 4""529’9/’1.

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):

/ 507:/-’/00:1 S&fq/ éua/ g&){f‘ S2e ;-P ,..Q;/-épev_, f‘w/ M"r\gans&rs w:ﬂ ;'j

. éﬁ/ar/é while on Throat andd fropt~ oF neck ¢ broos? o / Aok [ y
_ _ s e an Koy s

P A-m;) ohn @GPAmc/,A«é aﬁnx&,#’-&e—é 7
72""“/‘( 33X .S’nw// wh Tz Sf'o'f.-f C’oufa/ée =€ o Aazlé

9. Most obvivgs Losture was THeq sleade,., very pointed L1/ wi
de'ﬁ&.'f‘elj a‘cﬁa_l—neaf. :

o e W

<t oos

7. Description of voice, if heard:/):/lf—%ea’ﬂ/

8. Description of behavior:‘s.&ﬂhj) Pref‘n;ﬁj & Swriming

9. Habitat - general: , nex? 78 Codos Rver

. P
specific: sl
10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain:

Bird was Tbe sl end fed 7o smel o F a b Fovr Cormmen.. Spels on owe & enef

e Very obsious g dptarmed bA (ths bill) eliminite fIreTi.
11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment:

/ﬁe‘/"ja./ 254 33X ScoPEs

13. Light (sky, 1ight on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):
é%aaé/—- Vioh 7 iy 7B 7Y a/ém{j

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:
Wope cwill Thos or in:fi& baT /{au@ ceen m,j (’aﬂmﬂ [o:;.-...;-

15. Other observers: Fis,cc /Meore — tony betore + aDteyr

16. Did the others agree with your identification? Yeg
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: sz,

)
18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

/VGS 9-;;3/2‘) R-_;Lf»;n_s) ﬁgf@rmn) Ml.skv @qdej PJ//’N’V- - /an dz:':‘"f'

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? Y daya

Signature: Address: b5 7z ({#.

‘ﬁﬁezj Z z%&z
Date: ) ,@/7({"/ City, State: 2@ ) oz




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 443
What spec‘ies? ﬁea‘-—{kﬂa{cc‘ [ (Gnvia._ Sée”n,{‘a.) How many? ’

Location? Ceday Lake Ceday Kapids Linn Co IA

Type of habitat? Open watec lake

When? date(s): A?wil 4  |a84 time: (30 4 to C£I50 g

Who?your name and address:Francis L. Meore. 336 Faicfieid St Watevlos A 52703

others with you: B.b My ecs

others before or after you: Co | benderf Fode Podecson  m.ob,

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bi1l, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

'rt\-l'- bivd was in Winter ov nen- bTeed'}nj Pfummje__ Tie t:(‘ ot M. bau k. dud. bl
of He nack was o 97y Calov whick faded inte o whide coler on e cheegbedl
Hivvat docin gn o He bveast Ha s jdus andd pacle weve wore of a. medive bvocon~
Gy color. W He 55K eyepiece +le 5‘;¢,Hmj on tle back was evi.Jn..\:t., +le ajL
Aic‘- M‘{— S‘!‘d{ud ou{ bt’-Cd,uSt c_.,-!| ‘"—q_ J..jﬁv\ce. ]nvc’(VC.J- TL‘-L -{-d..l.( wa s H—L 54 nma Cal o~
as Ha baok ancd s des. The bill was davk and had an ur“"-’fh"—d' leok 4014, Pa-rHJ
becavse He Livd Seemed to alwojs Keey i4s head held a aw op Furned .Cast:;.,\.
. A g . OF Vd—"_‘c— L—ﬁ&"\. l 4
"an, b.‘” seemed very 'H.En C’e.u—-.partc! += O'utj etler G j‘ l

Sean. No vorce was Kkegvd,

Similar species and how eliminated: Common Locn is much lavger wilth a lot heaver bill
Avetic Loov\ has a heavier bLﬂtr“-d bill +hat daes et have o v ptuvaned leckas jn t+he
QEJ“&VO&{"{_J:

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
C‘cudj WI‘JL ISL'i YL i ‘Ch\\'in Q-ry\ A.arfﬂ{ oo ﬁd.gj},‘j H'K&o Sfﬂ-u'“ﬂ){'ef
aA 33yvq0 CA0 Ccﬂ.&S"'vo-\"%v.hs:ayes,

Previous experience with species and similar ones: | kawe seew guite afew Red-thmatan
Lesus on Coast ?n\'irﬂ}nia\_ [_01"5 o‘(j t‘f-rietr'er\‘e. w;A\u‘ Conimon Laorl. Neo ChPe riénce with AT(_{'I-L Locn.
References and persons consulted before writing description: Ne.e

How long before field notes made? '-l hvs this form completed? (3 hovvs

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 4 3

SUPPORTING DETAILS: UNCOMMON OR RARE SPECIES AND/OR SPECIES IN HIGH NUMBERS

CBC name CBC date Compiler

Observer writing this account and date fd‘dy (’ ﬂ@, eV s en Afﬁ*( S:/‘qf‘/

SPECIES _Rc¢/ -ThviLoen NUMBER, AGE, SEX [, wiqter g lumess pwﬁup,
T o

5
Distance from bird{s) 200 -3C, p J;,elative size of bird o booi + Sawme ay ﬂ . [;_,_,‘ Siij
2, -V
HEAD & NECK (Describe forehead, crownm, 121,1::'icu.la‘.r,‘n:;a.;l.a.r region, median line, etc.) “"’ué},_
Fhiosturmst wlele i te™ it abeve Cr€ N ove beed Neippeer
L QCQC SFU\&&'k. oL 1‘-F¢’ vun A a ,.é C;‘ rezﬁ'joud’ ca.;‘*{ i-';pr"f‘ bl e ,"ﬁmc'#-u. 41'5'(0

By,

EYE & LORES (Describe supercilium, ring, stripe, color, etc.) e e edésh L:/lu‘t{f“
~ 7

Gk fald (LHI’_E' {g‘e

UPPER & LOWER MANDIBLES [2g bty e geeed o llghtly wptuued caivied o

N < /)
LEGS & FEET g““{: 5 e ﬁ?‘jﬁ"
UPPERPARTS (Describe fijpE, ‘ﬁack, rump, upper tail coverts, ete.) - '12 |£‘ o it e aﬁf e
bacb Slesfed with o« lbite /\/'

UNDERPARTS (Describe throat. belly, side, flanks, crissum, etc.) paﬁs vis i ble
g Vo ve w‘f]—ek wlhie exfen !l?_—rr‘“k\‘hhn‘[‘ a ”DMS sides

RECTRICES (Describe inner, middle, outer tail feathers, color pattern, shape,etc. )

s‘e.:mrz/g Y, Livd had [ H eHael,

WING (Describe color, iength, shape, linings, bars, coverts, leading and
trailing edges, ezcag; didn' 3 £ty wihile ue veie observiug wh ) e
. ghe : L ki o Xt I Asrm VITI PR

—

-
VOCALIZATION Mot freerd
BEHAVIOR Sl M ing ﬂ(( Vinag gffep'mi

J 7 r

—

Date of cbservation A p 2"{fr%e7£20ﬂ7_wﬂther (i bl S “S‘ft;{:o':tr Clear
Duration of observation 59, Bird - Sun orientation _ S wu S b A 25,
Exact location (Cefay latie (edar Peaig};’f‘
Habitat 5 f; i s e Other observers [ vy LiwHe, fpo_i*e Du,’c [(q/q::hewpm

Optical equipment 653’& Scepe u ze}t /z;f-‘f EZ'!.&_EZJ&.' /O;;h ,:;,
Gr

- "”
- ADDITIONAL COMMENT I Saudrecl sauw Yte 98ed Sly ba$oir veevgiel '
N~ @ Po b < Yt vose J‘rog,kuq{m- A he ¢/l wt-lzaffa
LL} Hbﬂvi) L ‘i’

AN ACCOMPANYING SKETCH OR PHOTOGRAPH CAN BE AN EXCELLENT FURTHER DOCUMENTATION

Ao doue ;ng/e.t#gé,- e obseivatiton
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

Red-throated Loon (1), 8 Apr 1984, Cedar Lake, Cedar Rapids, Linn
Co. Iowa.

Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, lIowa 52240

Other observers: seen by many over last week.

Time: 5:15 to S5:45 FM

Habitat: Open river bottom lake in city near Guaker Oats Flant.

"A winter—-plumaged loon, with body size the same as Red-breasted
Mergansers in the same field. The top of the head, back of the neck
and back are unitorm dark-—darker on top of the head, slightly
brownish on the back. Maybe a few white flecks on the back. At the
waterline the bird is white with irregular line of demarcation with
the back. The front of the breast, neck, and sides of the face are
white. The white goes slightly higher behind the eye; otherwise it
is below the eye in front. There is a dark mark at the junction of
the head and the neck going forward a few centimeters from the
neck. In one area the front of the breast locks slightly tinged
with dark on the feathers. The bill is about one-third the length
of the head and is very thin and slightly upturned at the tip. The
bird holds the bill slightly raised most of the time."

The bird appeared slightly shorter than the Red-breasted
Mergansers. Carl EHendorf said the dark neck mark was only on ane
side.

Song: not heard

Behavior: sleeping, swimming, diving.

Conditions: 150 yards {(est); light rain; 20x scope.

Similar species: The size and bill eliminate Arctic Loon. Also, the
forehead was rounded-—not steep. The poor light probably accounts
tor the head and neck appearing darker than the back and

difficulty in seeing spots on the back.

Agreement: Identified by many others before me.

Frevious experience: Seen on West Coast and Alaska with all other
loons.

References/time used: Looked at field guides when I got home.

Time of notes/typed: Notes dictated while viewing; typed 21 hours
later.



§y-03
Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation

by the Records Committee

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union

SPECIES: Red=throated Loon

DATE SEEN: April 3, 1984

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Cedar Rapids, Linn County

OBSERVERS: Carl Bendorf, Tom Staudt, Bob Myers, Francis Moore,et al,

DATE OF REVIEW: 1984

METHOD OF REVIEW: Circulation by mail to Records Committee

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: I-P

COMMENTS:
The Records Committee much appreciated the diagnostic photo of a Red-
throated Loon in winter plumage.

Fortunately there were enough Committee members who did not see the bird =
left to vote on this record!

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or record1ng available for
review by the Committee

II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
IIT = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category aqreed upon by six of seven
committee members.



