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A-D, This is an anticipated species at a highly unusual date.
"Birds in Iowa" reports 15 records from the Central US, all in
fall and winter. Regardless, the observer describes all the
important field marks such as size in comparison to Common Loons,
bill shape and color, auricular patch, etc. My only concern about
the documentation is that while the observer took notes right
after the observation, the documentation itself may have been
influenced by the reference books.

A-D, A well-described first state record. The yellow culmen
and brown auricular patch are important diagnostic marks.

A-D, Well seen, described, and differentiated bird at
relatively close range, with Common Loons nearby for comparison.
First state record--too bad no photos were taken.

A-D, A complete description, but it's unclear exactly what
parts of the description were actually made at the time of the
observation. Corroborating documentations from the other
observers would be good to have in the record. Long overdue,
Yellow-billed Loon is distinctive when seen this well.

A-D, Bill color and face pattern convincing for immature or
basic Yellow-billed Loon. Culmen specifically described as
yellow.

A-D, Nice document.
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