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VOTE: 7 A-D 

A-D, This is an anticipated species at a highly unusual date. 

"Birds in Iowa" reports 15 records from the Central US, all in 

fall and winter. Regardless, the observer describes all the 

important field marks such as size in comparison to Common Loons, 

bill shape and color, auricular patch, etc. My only concern about 

the documentation is that while the observer took notes right 
after the observation, the documentation itself may have been 

influenced by the reference books. 

A-D, A well-described first state record. The yellow culmen 

and brown auricular patch are important diagnostic marks. 

A-D, Well seen, described, and differentiated bird at 

relatively close range, with Common Loons nearby for comparison. 

First state record--too bad no photos were taken. 

A-D, A complete description, but it's unclear exactly what 
parts of the description were actually made at the time of the 

observation. Corroborating documentations from the other 

observers would be good to have in the record. Long overdue, 

Yellow-billed Loon is distinctive when seen this well. 

A-D, Bill color and face pattern convincing for immature or 

basic Yellow-billed Loon. Culmen specifically described as 

yellow. 

A-D, Nice document.
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For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa 

What species? Yello i) billed Loon 

Location? orth side of Jleap lake Clear lawe : on 

Type of Habitat? Large. open (axe, peo ners Or rushes in this. area 

When? date(s): A geil Ly L777. 

How many? [ 

_ time. ‘about LPN toabout L. 46 a 

Who? your name oa address: ale -. Walter. 934 [x4 Sk. Mason Lity la S40, 

Others with you: Curt Ne [son Mason (/ ity 

arélyn | 
Describe the bird(s) including only i you observed. Include size, shape, details of hit parts (dill, eye, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior, 
Clearly larger t than the 2 alternate ge e. Ae se regen nloons it was 
b twe G dewrew) Bile: ale wey with ight yellow aukmen that 

Up ena and Shines # thi le Corn ared ri pathed OM meri loons. 

rown: Brown ) Sharply peawed front and back. face: very pale with tan-— 
nish rather ‘i, grayish deloration. Brow n @iranclar pateh i'n the aurie- 

ular area. Pale acoloratisn extended around this pateh and foreward @LM%3s 

Ey * A pas * 3 : 

: 

Others before or after you: (1a rolys bizshan Mates Ly ty Ag elAal FT poe ee ib 

theface and. up and around the small darke in a noticeable band. Chin, throat 
foreneak, Sideneak a'nd breast the Same pale coker Forehead drown, Hape oat hindneck’ brown Baer and Wings; Darker brown with paler feather <sgee Under parts not seen. Bird was in basse plumage and with 6 alternate ) 
Loons The y drifted or SWam Slowl fellow -_ 
billed between 2lommons and “7 othee 4 dommens shghtly behind. followed 
them along the lakeshore To anothey place where they were about /00yards 
iw, the shore. At this time the Sun Was shining brightly, None did mach 
‘ving 

Similar species; how eliminated: (olor plumage and bill shape — ne ca 

Size eliminated Red- throated and Pac/Pie L eons. Basra and jmmea. ure pliamage. 

Common Loen eliminated by StHAIG ght yellow qulmen, Very pale tannish face, 

brown auritular pa teh, overal| pale appearanée of head and near, aaa 

brown, not black bedy 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? NM oO ‘ 
If yes, explain: 

Sky's conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 
‘Variab y dloudy with periods ofalear b bright sun e were faaing south, light 

Gaitie from rig htlwest) : 
Reopens: Gloséest ab bowt (00 yards Guess) 

tydal Equp ment! KOWA TSN ¥" stope with 40x lens ess neleete because 

Cpriaa expetience with species and similar ones; 5aw lin Now, 1738 whieh was re; 4 

of poorly, wriften dodumentation. See Common Loons in alternate or me 
plumage every year, Thoroughly study those jn basiéa plumage. Alse study Video tap 

References and persons -consulted ities writing description: Adva need Birdiin -Kaufman; Notion «| 
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Sea birds-A Guide te Ident Pieation- Peter Harrison 
How long before field notes made? Ky ight afterthis form completed? Hy oney to keep-Ydays This one 

to<send in 1week : Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life), — 


