
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 11/18/00 

Red-throated Loon Record Number: 95-03 

22 Apr 1995 Classification: A-D 
Little Wall L., Hamilton Co., IA 

*M &*B Proescholdt, *Widner, *Paulin, *Kent 

IBL 65:70; 66:95 

DOCUMENTAT IONS 

Mark Proescholdt (22 Apr), Box 65, Liscomb 50148 [*8/14/95] 
Beth Proescholdt (22 Apr), Box 65, Liscomb 50148 
RRW (Russ Widner, 22 Apr) 

John Paulin (23 Apr), 3506 Coy St., Ames 50014) [8/14/95] 
Thomas H. Kent (24 Apr), 211 Richards St., Iowa City 52246 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 65:70 
Records Committee: IBL 66:95 
Prescholdt, M. 1996. Red-throated Loon at Little Wall Lake. 

Iowa Bird Life 66:64-65 
VOTE: 7 A-D 

A-D, Well seen at close range; presence of 3 birds (Paulin) 
not convincingly documented.



of these reports may have involved the same bird, there were undoubtedly more 

Reddish Egrets farther north and inland than was ever noted before. 
The interesting question is why? The 1993 records all occurred from late July to 

mid-September and were predominantly immature birds. These dates would indicate a 

post-breeding dispersal that is common among waders. The United States breeding 

population of Reddish Egrets was estimated at about 2,000 pairs (Ehrlich et al. 

1988). I could not find any recent population estimates but with the increased 

protection of breeding colonies, this species is most likely more common today. The 

Midwest flooding may have played a part in the rash of records. While the flooding 

could have provided more habitat for Reddish Egrets to reach the Midwest, the 1993 

dispersal was noted along the East Coast prior to Midwest flooding. With the 

continued protection of this species and its breeding colonies, it will be interesting to 

see if the Reddish Egret continues to be a vagrant to the Midwest. 
Thanks to Ken Brock, Philip Chu, Ricky Davis, Lynea Hinchman, David B. 

Johnson, Charles Keller, and Tom Kent who all provided records or helpful 

comments in the preparation of this note. 
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RED-THROATED LOON AT LITTLE WALL LAKE 

MARK PROESCHOLDT 

On 22 April 1995, Beth Proescholdt, Russ Widner, and I found 
a small loon in basic plumage at Little Wall Lake in Hamilton 
County. The loon was on the-east side-of the lake with lots of 
ducks. We moved closer and ended up getting very good looks 

at it. 
The loon was light gray and white in color. It had a very thin, delicate bill, and the 

lower mandible was curved up slightly. The loon sometimes held the bill 

horizontally, but often held it upturned. It had a red eye and a thin neck which was 

very white on the front. The gray coloration on the back of the head was lighter in 
color than the dark gray back. At close range, I could see that the white area in front 

of the eye and the eye itself were not enclosed in the dark coloration of the head. We 

saw white speckling on the dark gray back. The front of the neck was white, 

noticeably changing to gray on the side of the neck but there was not an extremely 

sharp division on the neck like a Pacific Loon has. The back of its head was gray and 

its flanks were white colored along the water line. 

The bird was floating on the surface with its head resting on its back and then 

swimming and diving. We watched it for approximately two hours in the afternoon 

and studied it through binoculars and two spotting scopes for quite some time from 

as close as 25 yards away. The last time we saw this loon, it popped up right beside 

us briefly about 20 feet away as Russ was trying to photograph it. This loon 

remained in the area and was seen by others on 23 and 24 April. 

64 Iowa Bird Life, Spring 1996 

GS -~O 3 

Little Wall Lake is a wonderful place to view migrating ducks, geese, grebes, and 

loons, especially in the spring. This is the first Red-throated Loon record for Little 

Wall Lake and Hamilton County. This is approximately the 15th state record for 

Red-throated Loon in Iowa and the 12th sighting since 1984. Of the 12 Red-throated 

Loon sightings since 1984, three were seen in April, one in May, seven in 

November, and one in December. 

Box 65, Liscomb, IA 50145 

RUFF IN RINGGOLD COUNTY 

JIM SINCLAIR 

On 22 April 1995 at 9 a.m. Rick Trieff and I were in Ringgold 

County heading west on Hwy 2. Just west of Mt. Ayr, as we 

approached the Walnut Creek bottoms, Rick and I both noticed 

numerous shorebirds in flight over the bottomlands. This area 

appeared to have been recently flooded, and the fields were sull 

quite damp. As our car came to a stop, I commented on the large number of Pectoral 

Sandpipers foraging in the soybean stubble on the north side of the road. As I 

surveyed the scene, a bird appeared at the near edge of the soybean field no more than 

40 feet from the car. Raising my binoculars and focusing on the bird, I exclaimed to 

Rick that I was sure that I had never seen this shorebird before. 

My first impression was of a short-tailed, chunky, almost dowdy looking shorebird 

which was approximately one third larger than the Pectoral Sandpipers with which it 

was associating. The mantle was a medium sandy-brown color with prominent pale 

feather edgings. The face and head were pale while the bill was dark and slightly 

longer than the head with a noticeable droop along the distal third. The throat was off 

white, and the belly and flanks were light brown with some irregular darker mottling 

on the flanks. As the bird moved into the bean stubble, the most prominent physical 

feature became evident. The legs and feet, which appeared proportionately long and 

sturdy, were an incandescent orange! The bird was clearly a Ruff in basic plumage. 

Rick and I observed the bird under ideal viewing conditions as it foraged towards 

the north through the bean stubble. At approximately 150-200 feet, the bird became 

increasingly difficult to see, except for the legs and feet which acted as a beacon for 

attention. At one point I could not make out the body of the bird but could easily see 

the apparently disembodied legs and feet as they moved purposefully through the 

soybean stubble. As the bird moved farther into the field, this effect became evident 

through the binoculars and eventually through the scope. After ten minutes, the bird 

was lost from view as it and the Pectoral Sandpipers moved further from the road. 

Identifying a new species is always problematical, and shorebirds can be notorious 

in this regard. Add to this the fact that the Ruff is unusual in several ways including 

more than one key identification point, and you have the potential of an identification 

nightmare. Most birders are aware of the spectacular and highly variable nature of the 

male Ruff's alternate plumage. However, the basic plumage can be almost as variable 

as the alternate plumage, ranging from predominantly white with dark wings through 

every shade of brown or gray possible. Not only is the plumage variable but the bill 

and legs may be dark, light, yellow, greenish, orange, or pink! Size is usually a 

dependable feature for identification purposes. However, the Ruf f shows sexual 

dimorphism with the male being one fourth larger than the female. Besides the above 

features, the Ruff's range is a matter of question. Although formerly considered a 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Red _+hroated leo How many? { 

‘Location? Little Wall dake — CHemiNler Gut) 
Type of habitat? Swal| lake. with trees alovg edges 

When? date(s): April DW, Ids time: Qiddgem: to Yi p-m. vert approximately 

Who?your name and address: Mak Poes Cloldt Kox 65, LiSG@mb , Tout. S61¥9 

others with you: Beth Poescholdt se Russ Wid ner 

others before or after you: wone \befere ; reported by Semeene. after us on hirdline 

Qs-03 

| Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
| of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

FE fest saw this frem acress the lake and we Went do the east 

othe to get closer, this was a@ Small low that was light qrayish end 
wihctsh iW dlr, We get very clese and had very Geed leeks. his 

S wall loew lad VOY Tin mami hes on ite bill, The. lower mandible, was Curved 

Up Slightly . the loen held the bill hovi genrally seme but often hell the hill upd glet, 

at lad a ved eyo, a thin neck, a very white neck onthe Gent of the neck, and a 

verydhin amd delicate bill, “the back of the head was paler than the hack, 

A+ close eo the white area in fewt of the eye and the eve itself were wet 

claxtatah oe thes dark color of the head, <shg white "Aa en the cack 

eack—white specklings. a+ had a noticeable chanye fiom white to grey om its 
lput His wes wet extremely sharp divisiew ew the neck like & Pocihe low has, Tt lad pro 

on the bck of its head, 2+ had whitish @loraten at Pauks along water lime, 

et wes Floating on surface with He head en its back restivggathen swimming and diwug : 
ator we Saw a leew fake off and Fly Way as a jet ski . 25+ we saw this hen 

Fs0 wos from 20 Ret away, as j+ was ding and Russ was tying to get its picture . 

Similar species and how eliminated: 4 Rasic-Phomaged Profit Loew haF no white ov pale ardor above 
“cin front of the exe, ttralso has a Shasp verkcal division between dack and light ow its neck 

Cowmon Loen is bulkier end bigger and has a large Hick hill whose mandibles ave Straight, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about ‘identification? Aso 

If yes, explain: 

_ Viewing conditions: give —— distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

sood vier . Lis Vet at side, behind 4S , and loo Kiva iwte Sun atdimes, First seou — 250 yards 

esimebed acess lake 4 Kept getiva cleasex Qud closer fo 25 yards, cast popped up 20%. ra 

BAX Scope , FX30 Binocs. : . sae 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 7 

References and persons —o before yr eng raphe. Bi n: oe Dean 
t + {, ' Ya $ 6 ' : : . — Keww Kaufman's Advanced Birding and Moet 

How long before field notes madé? 7:30 p.m,» ow this form completed? ay 27, 1995 
Apri an, 495 3 



| DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa | §-03 

_ What species? Kéd- throated Logan How many? / : 

Location Zo p/e Wall dake , Hamy/ten County 

Type of habitat? a lake 

| When? date(s): April 22, JG9S~ time: Alice to 3°30 ap pre = 

_Who?your name and address: ie eth Fro 69 6G ho ld ra hus Gom b Loa 

others with you: Mack eee ld $, Kuss bbl lt’ € y~ 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Marie tiv of siahtcd this bird far 4cress the 
lake s¢ Thou Ar he 

Ci ther a aod or Red-throa ted Loen. le drove areund 
the lake 

¥ Weve NUch aleoser ~ &/osE = te see (t+ Was NOTA —.s 

Loon in DAgEC peer i Ue Walk 
ale ser, ti natty wy FAI 1 ws get 

tre very laer” Ac fare meme
nt 4F (/# Sar ta ced from advve, 

F 

ents at such close range that We 4 ald tell pesitiveh That ‘F WKS A
 

Red-thvrested Loon al tho ugh its lohter color Was a 
. 

dite i, es Dead, nage, back af Ntok aes ao ate. : qraye 

Qk close rang @ we penn 
«= — i. ae 

wa 2 : “nn 

pihite showed Ofer eye + Cirem ©) “ por ee Ah! 

dividing line hetween mire ¢ > ee si — — oe 

LIA 4 thicker +4 GaAVUINg Slightly “peer ) ane ded ot ae a can , 

ove rg it the Glagsic upturned look. of 
Red—fhr-oa ws . ' G a. 

It was smaller then & moan Laon. /1Fler its latest sig htr NG 

45 i+ surfaced 40! 4 obey, 4 dived ¢ we Gaeld not relocate rt 

A areat close lock at & Ked-throated Leen. 
| S$ milar species and how eliminated: 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about ‘identification? NO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

ood Nght, san at good angle, 46° S0' » Finally 20' FK3ONs kon 

binocs. AL WJ Jaa wna ste ee oye ae 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 2 have seen All +hyee ower 
\ 2)nsa Yellow - bri] 2 , 

ferences and persons consulted before writing description: 4/| field Gaides GS we 

watched. | | 
How long before field notes made? Linea sudide) this form completed? May ye 



45-03 

Fat 
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le PSS SPY oa a 

| TE cana Pp ¥ F hs 

gre: ep eeun psa telat! Saad, Sree tt 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird
 Sightings in Towa Qs 02 

What species? Rep- THROATED Loon | baria stellate How many? 

Location? Lime Whew Lace | 2 0, South oF Jewett. Lowa 

Type of habitat? Oren WATER OF THE LAKE weer AND EAST SIDES OF THE LAKE 

When? date(s): 4-23-15 time: 3°30 pmto 5:00 pm 

Who?your name and address: cJonn faucin 3906 Cox Sr. Ames. LA $0014 

others with you: Carya Huro, Crreis rain hn vy Harn, SAcY SmiThSON | Sawn ScawEeacr 

others before or after you: ¢ 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you obser
ved. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat
, breast, belly, under 

tail, ‘legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
| 

The brest bird was shseeved bout 25 yard Decisis hei, ge COP 

ainda stk ht me On, Oe fanmmedsastely 
dread ney athens orn | 

was the apparent wdba $0 and grey striping of ——— rogper i neck), 

appeartol wanek ayarer (ager gre) Gta
 Grr lorons , thong 

Yhe overall body i. we ws ae petin tw bird was 

Swim i ro and fecding ‘nr toward sheave wit % mixed P jalan i 

o& eeats ond ksser Scaup. 

The ler be belt at ee far eastern. side of 

Ye (ake. These, apparent a. fea as Vey were taming
 Se 

were Likewise seer anergy $F cools anol bsser Scaupe. + _ 

te ibe ee ee eS
 speaas as the NW 

Tol seen orl a pale herr before — 
nated! 

Similar species and how eliminated: Gomenen- Coon - ruck darker (black) body ancl h
ead 

Larger brekes Red-~ necked ) - ntek mutch hich an
ol 

( Be i pute ercet, smoother curve 0 head 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about i
dentification? NO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how 
measured), and optical equipment: 

The sky was claer ane Fhe Sew bebrnel me so sf gave excellant view! 

Conditions. Distenee was Yrs srry bey estinratton (n0+ measured), No Viewing 

Previous experience with species and Similar ones: . 

Cird watching frr (2 yeers, Oird Stacly anol Orns photog ¢ Aasses at (84, 

References and persons consulted before writing description: \
ames J. Dinsmore 

How long before field notes made?_Newe Made this form completed? 4 clays 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Species: Red-throated Loon; Number: 1 basic 

Location: Little Wall L., Hamilton Co., IA 

Date: 24 April 1995; Time: 2:20 to 3:00 p.m. (not continuous) 

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52246. 

Others before/with/after: found by Mark Proescholdt 

Habitat and circumstances: glacial lake 

Description of bird: Within a minute of arriving at the south end of the lake, I spotted a small loon in the middle of 

the lake. It was basically white below and dark above. The white included the underparts, foreneck, and sides of 

face including the eye. The top of the head was darker than the pale gray back of the head and nape. The back 

was darker. There was a black and white barring effect at the juncture of the wing and flanks. The bill was dark, 

thin, curved upward on the lower mandible, and held slightly above horizontal. There were no other birds within 

the same field of view with the telescope for size comparison, but I judged this bird to be longer and thinner than 

a scaup. The small bill was unlike other loons. 

Voice: not heard. 

Similar species: The bird was too small and white for a cormorant. The size, especially the bill, was smaller than 

other larger loons. The much paler nape and white around the eye argue against Pacific Loon. This bird did not 

present any reservations for me. 

Any one have reservations?: no. 

Light: mostly cloudy; Distance: 200-300 yards; Optics: 10x binocular, 20x scope. 

Previous experience: have seen many, a few in Iowa. 

References before/after viewing: looked at NG Guide while viewing. 

Time of notes: while viewing; Final typing: 2 days


