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Dinsmore, S. 1987. Pacific Loons at Saylorville Reservoir. IBL 

57:3:59-60. 

Records Committee: IBL 57:77 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

Tom Kent to Records Committee, 13 Sep 1993 
LETTER AND COMMENT 

Ronald E. Goetz to Thomas H. Kent, 1 Apr 1988 [see 86-07] 
VOTE: Geil, iiii 

II, perfect description and sketch (by Myers) with all key 
fieldmarks: size compared to Common Loon, hindneck lighter 
compared to plain back; dividing line between hind and foreneck; 
and chinstrap. 

II, Good drawing by Myers. 
II, A very good and convincing description of Pacific Loon 

from Dinsmore and Myers. Padelford description not as good but 
consistent with the other two. Together they adequately describe 
Pacific Loon in basic plumage. 

II, This was an excellent opportunity to compare side by side 
a Pacific and Common Loon and make direct comparisons of size, 
shape, and markings. 

II, saw bird. 
II, Nice drawing. Myers documentation especially is very 

clear. Size as R-b Merganser. 
REVOTE (1993): 7 A-D 

A-D, Accept 86-08 and 86-09 as one. 
A-D, Myers sketch and Goetz review leave no doubt.
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13 September 1993 

To: IOU Records Committee 
From: Tom Kent 
Re: Request for reconsideration of record 

Records: 86-08 Pacific Loon (see also 86-09, 86-19) 
Reason for request: Outside review not previously considered by committee. 
Comment: Ron Goetz reviewed this record in the process of reviewing Midwest 
records of Red-throated and Pacific loons. The committee has not seen his review. He 
only considers the first record (86-08) acceptable, but would lump the others (86-09, 
86-19).
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PACIFIC LOONS AT SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR 

STEVE DINSMORE 

In 1985, the American Omithologists’ Union split the Arctic Loon into two 
species: the Arctic Loon of Siberia and probably western Alaska, and the 
Pacific Loon, the more widespread form in North America. The two species 
are virtually inseparable in winter plumage, and it is not yet well known 
what field characters separate them in breeding plumage. There are seven 
previous Iowa records: six fall/winter birds and one breeding plumaged 
bird in April (Dinsmore et al. 1984). There are no known documented 
sightings of Arctic Loon in North America (Lehman 1986), and all the Iowa 
records are presumed to be of Pacific Loons. 
During November 1986, I saw three different Pacific Loons at Saylorville 

Reservoir, Polk County. On 1 November 1986, I found a winter-plumaged 
Pacific Loon with a group of more than 300 Common Loons. The back, 
wings, and sides were uniformly dark black/brown and unspeckled. The 
crown and back of the neck were medium gray. The foreneck and chin were 
white. The foreneck and back of the neck were clearly separated by a nar- 
row, dark line extending from just behind the eye to the shoulder. The dark 

color on the crown included the eye. The forehead was evenly rounded, not 
abrupt like the forehead of a Common Loon. Compared to a Common 
Loon, the bill was shorter, stouter, and darker. I saw no obvious chin strap. 
Common and Yellow-billed loons can be eliminated by their larger size, 
larger, heavier bills, and their lack of a three-toned neck pattern. Red- 
throated Loon can be eliminated by bill shape, lack of a three-toned neck 
pattern, and prominent speckling on the back. 
On 22 November 1986, Bob Myers and I found another winter-plumaged 

Pacific Loon above the dam. The bird was approximately one third smaller 
than the Common Loon which was swimming next to it. The back, wings, 
and sides were uniformly dark with no speckling. The head and neck pat- 
tern on this bird was very well marked (see drawing). The bill was short, 
straight, and fairly dark. The crown and back of the neck were gray-brown 
and slightly lighter than the back. The chin and foreneck were white. The 
bird showed a distinct thin, dark chin strap. The white foreneck was dis- 
tinctly separated from the darker back of the neck by a narrow blackish line. 
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The whole head and neck had a 
swollen, puffy appearance, unlike 
the slimmer neck of a Common or 
Red-throated loon. The forehead 
was smooth and evenly rounded. 
The bird also had a distinctive 
diving method. Just before each 
dive, the neck was fully extended. whote 
Apparently, this is characteristic of 7 
Pacific Loon. I am sure this was Seelen /acking 
not the same bird that I saw on 1 heck 
November because it had a chin 
strap and the color of the head was ——— ne ek 
quite a bit darker. This bird was aes ; rP ed — 

awing Of Faci seen by several people through 23 ineciniienad tli tha, 
November. 
On 30 November 1986, Paul Martsching and I briefly watched a winter- 

plumaged Pacific Loon at the Cherry Glen Recreation Area. The bird was 
swimming alone, so no direct size comparisons could be made; however, 
my general impression was that the bird was smaller than the average 
Common Loon. The overall description for this bird is the same as that for 
the 1 November bird, except that this bird showed less contrast between the 
back and the head. I think that this bird was probably a third individual for 
the following reasons: first, it is highly unlikely that the 1 November bird 
(the bird it most closely resembled in plumage) would have remained un- 
detected at the reservoir for a month; second, I believe that this bird had a 
slightly darker head and neck than the 1 November bird, although not as 
dark as the 22 November bird. For these reasons, I believe that there were 
three different Pacific Loons at Saylorville Reservoir this fall. These records 
represent the eighth, ninth, and tenth reports of Pacific Loons in Iowa. 
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LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL AT KEOKUK 

BoB CECIL 

At noon on 20 October 1986, I went to Lock and Dam 19 at Keokuk to check 
on the presence of a late Common Moorhen. After finding it, I scanned the 
area below the dam with a telescope to identify the gulls present. There 
were about 100 gulls, mostly Ring-billed with a few Herring. After a few 
minutes, I discovered a large gull with a dark mantle. The entire mantle 
was a uniform dark gray with a prominent white trailing edge to the wings. 
The wing tips were jet black with a white mirror just before the tip of the 
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56-08 
Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: Raitia ree 

DATE SEEN: //- A2- 36 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Say /onyille Res. 

OBSERVERS: Babs ¥Loren fade /Qy ral 5 S, Dinsmo re) Myers 

DATE OF REVIEW: 4- 93—87 

METHOD OF REVIEW: J>te pig mail 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: ae 

COMMENTS: 

r rouidect VEY AC os -~ 
, 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.



§L-0F 
Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: [Gaia Loon 

DATE SEEN: //-22~ 94 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Say /orville Kes 

OBSERVERS: Sfeve Dinsmore, Myes, FL Bee/Qrof 
DATE OF REVIEW: V5fle via pers | On $-L3-97 
METHOD OF REVIEW: | 
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: 7] 

COMMENTS: 

Documentations Jett Iiffle oul as To tials ~ 2 Fa 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

SpeciesY’RPacitic Loon 

How Many vl | 

Location ?’Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co. 

HabitatYlarge reservoir 

Date Vvee-2a Nov 1986 

Time?1ii:15-11:30 A.M. and 11345 A.M.-iz2ts0 FF... on Ze Nov and 

8200-8: 35 A.M. On <£€S NOV | 

Cibservers Name and address: Steve Dinsmore, Ames 

Qthers who saw bird: Bob Myers, H.J. Rose, Loren and Habs Fadeltfoard 

Description of bird:When I first spotted the bird, it looked like a 

small loon with a long meck. AS Bob Myers and [ watched the bird far 

the next hour, we noted the following marks. The bird was only 

slightly larger than a Cammon Merganser and about 1735 smaller than a 

Common Loom with which it was Swimming. The back was a unitorm dark 

black color with some very taint barring on the flanks. The crown and 

back of neck were also dark, But noticeably lighter than the back. 

The throat was white except for a dusky chin strap across the 

mid-throat. The white throat was separated from the dark crown and 

back of the neck by a dark line, about i cm wide. This dark line 

extended from the base of the bill to the shoulder. The bill was 

shortéabout half the length of a Common Loon’s bill), dark, and held 

very Slightly upward. In direct comparison to a Common Loon, the 

bird’s bill was shorter and of more uniform color, the torehead was 

more rounded, and the neck was proportionately longer and thicker. 

when the bird was diving, it would extend its neck straight foreward 

before Gach dive. 

Similar species and how eliminated:Common Loon eliminated by the small 

bill, rounded forehead, clear separation between the thraat and back 

of meck, smaller size, chin strap, and dark, mostly unmarked back. 

Red-throated Loon @liminated by thicker, straighter bill, dark back, 

chin strap, and 3-toned neck pattern. 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were good with the 

sun mostly behind us and the sky partly cloudy. Estimated viewing 

distance varied fram 1350-250 yards. T used a Buschnell 20-43 

spotting scope. 

Frevious experience with species:The only other Facific Loon I’ve seen 

was at Saylorville an 1 Nov i786. 
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References consulted: NGS Field Guide to the Birds of_ 

How long betore field notes were madevYimmediately 

How long before this tarm was completed’:4 hours
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Fae Sia Loon How many? / 

Location? Sayr ville Pau 

Type of habitat? Jake 

When? date(s): Wav. 22,11 F6 time: "/SAr7 to /2! 30M 

Who?your name and address: Bob Myers RRA, Box 153, Jerry ,Iowae S0a20 

others with you: S7eve Dinsmore 

others before or after you: Sim Dinsmore) Genes Shrse Armsteng onc more 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

ee head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

ail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. o (as lengh & pialebited s le there) 

Smal] Joon opprex. Ys smaller then commen /oon alse pres Cthi bill) 

Fairly short pointed bill—held Jevel or shghth abou. Aorizortal. a
n * te Top oS ae 

Thick neck - “pe SHy " alnvodT™ Swollen leeking neck - golor oS noilanee grey «bvenn asst 

a velvet-s heen ‘ C sett ap pear ing) blackish 

Threat, chin + Pront of neck were cohite. # dark brown sine oi stinel ly seperated The 

font Prom back oP neck. 
T. | a 

Bind had Thin ark chin strap as shoeon yn drawing - — — _— 

Bill was dark: Caray ?— net yet block) 

Back was dark brewn-darkar tee back of neck - and showed no white markings. 

Head shepe 23S smeotaly rounded - ik?) 

Knol on Forehead as sa Caommen /son. 
This hen held jts neck out stathed as jt 
deve - a chavactssTit ot Fact fre [oon 

a 1 bird ™osth Coithin a Seso Sacto?) Q 

<2m mon Joon and detailed Comparison 

Could be mode. 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

Size ,billthead shape ) chin sTrepy neck eallern ehimninele Common. 

Neck paflern and postare of heed « bill eliminete red-throaf ed. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identifica
tion? MO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Geod sunl;ght Lrnom hehiad or From right. Chose37 dis. was app ror: eso -sooyd. 

sed JAX) asx € FOK Scope. ys 
IS OS m +h. 

Previous experience with species and simila
r ones: First citve and hove seen 

7 0 ped-Nroaled s and MI
ANY coOr7 ren Joon ©. 

References and persons consulted before writing desc
ription: 

How long before field notes made? dn set this form completed? s7me aby 

Spwi 

MAIL TO: ¥. @ <@aaRR, Field Reports Editor, 3 Seupmarcs Gr
es, Bee Gap [\ Sheed 

"1 BA RRA Bex 172, Ferry) SOLARO
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Babs & Loren Padelford 

1405 Little John Rd. 

Bellevue, NE 68005 

Documentation of Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) 

Date of Sighting: November 22, 1986 Time: 2:i35-2:29 9.8. 

Location: Saylorville Reservoir, Polk Co. 

Distance from bird: The loon was feeding close to the west 
shore of the lake, about 175 yards north of our observation 
point on the dam. 

It was a small loon with small head and bill. Bill was held 

horizontal with the water. Uniformly gray on top of head, 
hindneck, wings and back. Cheeks, chin and foreneck were 
white. When it turned its neck a certain way it was possible 
to see a very faint pale gray chinstrap. Sharp contrast 
between dark hindneck and white foreneck and throat. It was 
approximately the same size as some Red-breasted mergansers 
that were swimming nearby. We had watched a Common loon 
earlier and its head and bill were larger that those of the 

Pacific. 

Previous experience: all observers had a close study of a 
Pacific loon in winter plumage one week earlier at Branched 
Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., NE. Also, we saw them in Churchill, 
Manitoba in 1981. 

Light conditions: Sunny, with sun behind us. 

Optical equipment: Bushnell Spacemaster II 25x scope and 

Meade 40x scope. 

Other observer: 8B.J. Rose 

Field guide used: National Geographic Birds of No. America. 

This documentation being written 11/23/86 from notes taken in 
the field at time of sighting.


