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American Midland Naturalist 24:585-593.
Thomsen, L. 1971. Behavior and Ecology of Burrowing Owls. Condor 73:177-192.
HANK & LINDA ZALETEL, 867 Pammel Ct. & SUSAN COATS, 1015 Roosevelt,

Ames. .
Aretic Loon at Amana Lake — In the late afternoon of April 28, 1981, I had

searched the area near East Amana where a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher had been
found two days earlier. Apparently the bird was gone so I decided to quickly scan
the nearby Amana Lake, two miles west of Amana in Iowa County. At about 5:30
p.m. 1 spotted two loons about 400 yards out in the water. The two birds were swi;n-
ming together and as they slowly moved closer to shore it was clear that one bird
was a Common Loon (Gavia immer). The second was somewhat smaller and with
a 20X scope the following details were noted: dark and straight bill, throat and
lower cheek area appeared solid black with a sharp delineation between the dark
throat and a white breast. The top and back of the head and the back of the upper
neck were solid gray in color. The back of the bird was black with four patches of
white flecking on the back. There was one horizontal patch of flecking above each
folded wing and two smaller patches in the middle of the back.

I quickly called Lanny Haldy of East Amana and Mike and Carol Newlon of
lowa City. Upon arrival, they confirmed that the bird was an Arctic Loon (Gavia
arctica) in full breeding plumage. The bird continued to swim slowly in company
with the Common Loon thus providng an excellent plumage and size comparison.
Both loons occasionally dove briefly and rode in the water with heads tucked under
their wings.

Tom Kent and Jim Sandrock arrived from Iowa City to view the bird and Tom
Shires later had a very close view as the two loons continued to drift toward the
shore of the lake. Another group from Iowa City glimpsed the bird through the fog
the next morning. As they drove around the lake for a closer look, they spied two
loons winging their way toward the horizon.

The normal range of the Arctic Loon in winter is along the Pacific Coast from
southern Alaska to northwest Mexico. It strays casually to the Atlantic coast and is
accidental in the inland states. There are fewer than a dozen previous records in
Tlowa. Most of the sightings in Jowa and surrounding states have been in the fall. -
CARL J. BENDORF, 825 7th Ave., Iowa City.

Immature Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Amana - On April 26, 1981, Lanny
Haldy, Joan Sniewzewski, and I were birding several miles east of East Amana in
northeast Towa County. At approximately 1 p.m. we drove down a dirt road next to
a pasture area with scattered trees. We were hoping we might find a mockingbird
and when we spotted a slim gray long-tailed bird on the wire fence we thought we
had found one. But, a quick second glance revealed this bird to be one none of us
had previously seen.

As we trained a 20X scope on the bird we observed a slender graceful body
about the size of a catbird. The bill was dark and straight and of medium size. The
throat, breast, and belly were white and without any markings. The head and back
were solid gray, the wings were blackish, and the dark tail was as long as the body
of the bird itself. When the wings were raised, the bird showed pale scarlet or
crimson wing linings. Consulation with our field guides, especially Robbins, in-
dicated that this bird was an immature Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Muscivora
forficata). The possibility that this was a Western Kingbird was eliminated by the
length of the tail and the scarlet wing linings. An adult scissar-tail should have had
an even longer tail and some indication of scarlet or red near the shoulder of the
folded wing.

We raced to the nearest phone and within sixty minutes Randy Graesser and
Marcia Schutterle of East Amana, and Tom Kent, Tom Shires, and Rick Hollis of
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, East Amana, [owa
Photo by Tom Kent

lowa City had all arrived on the scene. Everyone achieved very good views of the

bird as it sallied forth in typical flycatcher fashion from various perches. On

several occasions, the scissor-tail would suddenly dart 50-75 feet straight up in the

air, catch a large insect, and then swoop downward as two long black tailfeathers

with white outer edges “'scissored’” open and shut.

Several other birders found the bird later that same day and very early the
next morning, but it has not been seen since.

The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher is a casual species in Iowa and has has been
reported in approximately half of the last 20 years with one reported nesting near
Ames in 1979 (Burns, Thierman and Zeletel).

Literature cites

Burns, G., Thierman, A., and Zaletel, H. 1979. The first nesting of Scissor-tailed
Flycatcher in lowa, lIowa Bird Life 49:77-78.

CARL J. BENDORF, 825 7th Ave., lowa City.
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Harper & Row’s Complete Field Guide to N. Am. Wildlfie — Henry H. Collins
(Eastern Vol.) and Jay E. Ransom (Western Vol.) -- Harper & Row, Publishers,
Inc., N.Y. - 824 p., 110 plates (E.) and 928 p., 129 plates (W.) — 1981 - $12.95 each
vol., flexible cover, $17.50, hard cover.

These two books are an update of Collins’s Complete Field Guide to American
Wildlife publisbed in 1961. This time consultants were engaged in rework the
earlier material. Lester Short worked on the bird sections and five artists produced
the bird plates. A description , illustration, voice data and range are provided for
each species, and for some, habits, similarities, eggs, and remarks are included.
About half of the plates are in color. In summary the books seem useful in bringing
together under one cover a broad mass of identification information for all
naturalists. ed.

Stories About Birds and Bird Watchers from Bird Watcher's Digest -- Mary B.
Bowers, ed. — Atheneum, N.Y. - 234 p. - 1981 -- $12.95.

This collection of 38 articles spans the subject of birds from specific individual
species accounts to dedicated listing stories. If you have been a subscriber to Bird
Watcher’s Digest you will know the Reader's Digest type appraoch. The book
would make a nice gift for a casual bird watcher looking to expand their horizons.
ed.

Yellow-legs — John Janovy, Jr. - St. Martin's Press, N.Y. - 192 p. - 1880 —
$9.95.

Janovy is a nature writer who uses a “‘stream of consciousness style" of sorts.
He hits many key points of the struggle between nature and development. He
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VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD R

ARCTIC LOON 5 Heabier. 1

1. Species

3. Location Amana Lake-- near Amana, IA. in Iowa County

L-28 1981

4. Date 5.Time bird seen: 5:30 FV to 7:00 PN

6. Description of size, shape, and color pattern(describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition to the diagnostic characteristics, but
include only what was actually seen in the field).

SEE BACK SIDE

7. Description of voice, if heard:

8. Description of behavior: Bird was slowly swimming in water in company with ¢
Common Loon. Very similiar behavior. Occasionally dove momentarily. Tucked
head under wing and rested for intermittent periods.

9. Habitat--general: (On water of Amana Lake. Man-made lake and very shallow-
specific: less than four feet anywhere.

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions  6,7,&8. Explain.
Common Loon 1s eliminated. No neck ring was present. Distinct lighter color

on back of head and upper neck is not &ike solid head color of loon. Red-: .
throated Loon 1is elimlnated by presence of distinctive light patches on back.

. h red).
At i??gcg%éﬁ%mﬂgw ya}ds away, later moved to hhout 200 yards. estimated with

reference to a topographic map.
12. Light conditions(sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):

gray uniform sky. No real effect of sun position. No heat waves.

13. Optical equipment: 20-45X scope and 7X35 binos

14. Previous experience with this and similar species: No previous experience

Pl

15. Other observers: Lanny Haldy, Mike and Carol Newlon, Togigeggﬁdggnghires.

16.Did other agree with your identification? Yes
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: (Cal and Bernie Knight, Tom

Staudt, and James Huntington all of Iowa City.
18. Books, illustrations, and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
Robbins and Feterson both compelled me to check for the shape of the bfil

and the configuration and location of the white patches on the back. The gray

on the back of the head was shown very clearly in both guides.
19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this descriptio?g h"
ive hours

Carl J. Bendorf 825 7th Ave.

Your Name Address

Iowa City, IA. 52240

-~

Date 5-28-81 City, State:

-

USE ADDITIONAL SHEET OR BACK SIDE -
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6. Same general sfpe of Common Loon swimming KEXXXXEXXXEXIEXEXEK right

next to bird. Somewhat smaller in size. Bill was dark and straight. Top

and back of head and upper back of neck was gray. Throat and lower face

and cheek area was solid black. Sharp delineation between black throat

and white breast. Breast and chest white. Sides and back of bird was black.
T¥® Four white patches on the black back. One horizontal narrow white patch
above each folded wing and two smaller simmilar patches more towards the
middle of the back. Thesepatches were actually made up of a collection of
small white flecks which, on the black background of the back, looked

like a white patch.



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF $l-on (125
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD

1. Species_ Gactic loom 2. Number !
3. Location GWC--JG- Lﬁ\!‘—& " CAnmé e : Towsa (-c\, ’\A "
4. Date: 9-2% -% 5. Time Bird Seen: to

See~— Tn Yy hn.
6. Description of size, shape and color- pattern (describe in great detail all parts of
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):
seaally mimilen % buill b He common lomn wdl LAl adeciabed , bt alightl Smallen awd
L a swaller S‘{Rniskkrg Bl

som 4+ mape oal 'Hrma-& black . breatt pele. Beck + 3ides dank Ml huo peabihey o pale
AN i §

;\-v, Se u. \f.‘,\‘c._ .cswal bon. Ve 367..."‘3 ‘m‘-m\. e w .‘{'n-*_\ e bt.(h uﬁ Comamon bbaw,
((_._ o[ ce do-'\
l»k&ﬁ- -{\Lﬁ:ﬂd Lun-s) L-J|t~.:8—‘llu;qu 6)*—‘\'(_. L-.a(LL O cﬂML a.._\kn_\gn_ + ‘)o,g,n;n\g“_ kbﬂdl?u
"
g CA ecy { +S
b‘] l(. d;qswg\ b'l_

[ gﬁ'f\ Cm"c"ss d(' Ohy jnal s
¥’_/ #ttu ba‘rs&)

PIL \..._.&‘L ‘l\@n& [

7. Description of voice, if heard: —

8. Des r'1 tion of b ehavior: auoc.,ké il 1 Coramen laon, Mdan-
becle ens, de pi’uuz-.q bc.ll-a

9. Habitat - general. 'udu— ek i Rt valley, sunnovlel b farmlaols, onest .

A specific: lomye \ela—

1m1lar$ytappear1ng spec1es wh1ch are jhminated b¥ questions 6 7&\0\. Explain:

\aow . P fena ety all 5 spectes.

11. Distance (how measured)? 12. 0pt1ca1 equipment
50 - 3009‘-15 (o) g:. 10)‘ E:-aoot;

LeonX 18w ‘(ﬂl’_h-

13 LI?rht (sky, hght on b1£d position of sun in re]ation to mrd and ou)

"k ’ e \ena 9 LTy g ) Q" qi® ﬂ.-\x‘t_ lh.d. llh‘l-ﬂ.

14. Previous expenence wlth this species and similarly appearing species: hease sea~ call

Nhn— GULRA Y U oA

15. Other observers: € .3 . neoolen, T . ked C.R%-dod T 3 deeck
[} ' . -~ ck .

16. Did the others agree with your identification? v.-
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: C . Roendont 3.&‘& W g

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

-~ - -~

19. How 1on? after obsecsvmg this bird d1ddyou first write this description?

PGS PwCe tnomscnilor B " wl'f

Signature: N\jchael Necalan Address : 468 Lgles St

Date: Vo 22 1% City, State:_Cowa Ch 1A 52290



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF gl-02— e
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD - @

. Species Avctic Loon 2. Number /
Location A}Mana\ i ’ /owa Cous {"1 IA

)
I

Date: 28 Ap- /9% | 5. Time Bird Seen: 6:SS  to 7:20

o AW e

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):

Tare 5/32 at CO“““‘L\S\ Losw - A BFack ‘Z hoot A reek /r?f‘d"
da“% Gravy. Troat qo fe bleck St black axteaddiny bp b B ff e
Brtant byt chife, (g bleck et fioe Hlockiny  om bppem Surface
A‘,‘W mlﬁd ool back . Vo A2 o lv')‘mt) ‘f’!chd MAI( ‘Sé""ﬁ‘ 5"534‘}/)
/U fucw &obninom Lo, Pr Comion o, 47 co—TrasT bhao «

Ao fc qu-—of/ a &?4—3‘ AN arr~— o ﬂ-—c ‘LLT/GE [ BN breast. Tl

alga hood oo Lot 4 Aon}.h—ﬁl—f g shetds p- Lot ,.:,C% ol bacl
;7,4”11.&4 57 a HAo—le szove fw-\w bty M&Lé e Bl fdecrgan

paT 0 Nou Lorey. B At e gl Civntiin Koot Rardk thik, mon-cp funcs
7. Description of voice, if heard: N'/A bis,

8. Description of behavior: St LR Ao s o Sa——e Felod n? o Frime,

9. Habitat - general: &7 At doke (shcllow, awa
specific: 1L, /,w_\ homTV o—od Wt Sicles {%*LL,

-10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain:

os above
11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment:
lo© yats lowest (esh) 20 % Bushnell supe, el ;i:;@:
13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):
Ovevcast
14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:
G, an L)Ay&_m.‘,/fv\ al ABlasleq
: rs:
5 O BT e g ol Wi, o S
16. Did the others agree with your identification?
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird:
’ﬂau-u.a. Shirer
18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
hot

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description?
Dicetid ot ood g glorcsfinn . Copired 2 homs laken
Signature: Thov-cs H (eof Address: 24 Picba—ts J-

Date: 25 by (951 City, State:_ (e (K (4 Seevs




