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VOTE: 7-Ill 

lll, size and bill diagnostic. 

lll, If every body of water was covered as well as Steve covers Saylorville, we might make many 

changes as to several species status. 

lll, If | didn’t know observers, I'd have some doubts:-ID based almost solely on upturned bill, 

which can be misleading. The "upturn" is due to the shape of the lower mandilbe. Need info on 

presence/absence of "chinstrap," color of crown vs back. Sketch looks like Pacific Loon to me.



RED-THROATED LOON 
AT SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR 

STEVE DINSMORE 

At 11:00 a.m. on 30 November 198 5, while birding the Saylorville Reservoir in Polk County, I noticed a small loon swimming with several Common Goldeneyes in a nar- row strip of open water. I watched the bird until 1:00 p.m. The bird was slightly larger than a Common Goldeneye, but much slimmer. The throat and underparts were all white. The back was black with some white spots visible on the sides. The nape and crown were also black. This black color included the eye, with the re- mainder of the cheek being white. The forehead was smooth and rounded, not abrupt like that of aCommon Loon. The bill was dark, thin, short, and slightly up- turned. The bird also held its head tilted slightly upward. From these marks, I iden- tified the bird asa winter-plumaged Red-throated Loon. I then notified Bob Myers of Perry, and we watched the bird until 2:15 p.m. To my knowledge, the bird was not found on later dates. This represents the fifth sighting of a Red-throated Loon in Iowa. 

4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames IA 50010 

RED-NECKED GREBES IN CENTRAL IOWA 
STEVE DINSMORE 

At 12:30 p.m., on 19 October 1985, while scanning a quarry north of Ames, I noticed four large, grebe-like birds Swimming together near a single Ruddy Duck. The birds were slightly larger than the Ruddy Duck, with much larger heads and longer necks. All of the birds had white underparts, a white throat, and a dark back and crown. One bird still had quite a bit of rufous on its neck and shoulders. Another bird was similar to the first bird, but lacked the rufous color. The remaining two birds were probably young birds, for they each had some striping on the cheek. In other respects, they were similar to the second bird. From these marks | identified the birds as a family group of Red-necked Grebes. This record represents the largest number of Red-necked Grebes ever seen in Iowa and the first family group ever reported. These birds were seen later that afternoon by Jim Dinsmore, Erik Munson, and Paul Martsching, all of Ames, and by Hank and Linda Zaletel of Colo. The birds were not present the next morning. 
The next morning, 20 October, Jim Sinclair and I found a winter-plumaged Red- necked Grebe at Big Creek S.P. in Polk County. After we had watched it for several minutes, the bird suddenly flew, and we were able to see the diagnostic white patches on the leading and trailing edges of the wing. 
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On 21 October, Bob Myers of Perry found another winter-plumaged Red-necked 
Grebe near the marina at Saylorville Reservoir. It is possible that this was the same 
bird that was seen at Big Creek S.P., since these locations are less than two miles 
apart. 
On 26 October, Bob Myers and Francis Moore found yet another winter- 

plumaged Red-necked Grebe above the dam of the Saylorville Reservoir. This was 
probably a different bird from the one found earlier near the marina— there were very 
few birds at the reservoir on the 23 October, but many new birds had arrived by 26 
October. This bird had most likely arrived with the latter birds. 
On 3 November, Dennis Thompson and I found two more winter-plumaged Red- 

necked Grebes above the dam of the Saylorville Reservoir. These were probably 
different birds, for very few birds were present on 1 November, but lots of birds were 
present on 3 November. 

Finally, on 7 November, I found another Red-necked Grebe at the Cherry Glen Recreation Area on the east side of the Saylorville Reservoir. As I watched the bird at a distance of about 100 feet, I noticed that the bird stil] had some rufous on its neck. I am sure that this bird represents a different individual, since none of the other Saylorville birds showed any rufous coloration. 
I find it interesting that these six records of Red-necked Grebes in central Iowa almost double the existing fall records for this species in Iowa. Increased observer awareness and the increasing use of the large reservoirs by water birds, especially loons and grebes, probably account for the numerous reports of Red-necked Grebes this fall. In summary, I believe that there were eight or nine different Red-necked Grebes observed in central Iowa this fall. 

4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames IA 50010 

RED KNOT IN POLK COUNTY 
STEVE DINSMORE 

At 4 p.m. on 19 September 1985 I found a Red Knot at Fisher’s Lake in Polk County. 
The large size as compared to a Sanderling, plump appearance, gray back, white 
underparts, and short, black, slightly drooped bill led to the identification. The bird 
also showed a prominent white wing stripe when it raised its wings. Light edging on 
the scapulars indicated that the bird was in juvenal plumage. The bird was similar to 
the bird I found at Hendrickson Marsh in 1984. While under observation, the bird 
fed continuously with several Long-billed Dowitchers. After these initial observa- 
tions, I contacted Bob Myers of Perry, and we watched the bird until sunset. Eugene 
and Eloise Armstrong found the bird early the next morning, but Jim Sinclair could 
not locate the bird later that afternoon. This represents the fifth sighting of Red Knot 
in Iowa and the third in two years. All of the recent records fall between 10 and 19 
September. 

4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames, IA 50010 
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8S-f2. 
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? fed-dhmaled bean How many? _( 

Location? Saybrville Kesecvoit, Felt (o. 

Type of habitat? open patd of water on lore , frozen reser vewr 

When? date(s):__30 Moy {78° time: [Bo AMto_gB (100 (M_and 145 M Ke 2:15 PA 

Who?your name and address: Steve Dgsmmte 4024 Arhancas Ye. Ames Tit S000 

others with you: fob Myad, ery 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, un
der 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The ony, Hun body, black ae) white coloration BB pointed bill, aud body 

fostute deified fle bed a5 2 winter -¢lumag ed loon. 

The bird has not too much larger than the Mallard s aud Common Coldensy es 

that vole saaynening nearby, The throat and underparts were white. The 

croun, nape , and back were black, except for a few ubite spots on the sdes 

6€ the bad. The black on tle Cfoun ectevded doun to just aheve the id dad 

for mans a clear-cut lire acer fle cheek between the ulite aud blak 

colors: The bil] was short , dark , rather Ain , and defintely up turned, The 

Bae te f lat , not steep and abiapt, Te bch le bab ik BA 

slightly wpucrd 

Similar species and how eliminated: sven size, bill shag aad 512, and while spots on bach: 
rN a) l, i b ’ na 

Ca Ne ome 07 “bit hap’ ok th of conn net ching 17 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identificatio

n? ho 

If yes, explain: — 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (ho measured), and optical equipment: 

; l Py vas = a for Jowe ceduced visibility : s ao, Faron 

view ing distance af 360+ yards. F Us a Brl 2o-Yor zpet tag scofe. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
“ 

: The only fed-throa o loca tL have cver Sten “oo the ene at Cedar Leake in Sf“ 178y,. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

NGS Field Curde t Buds fF horth smenca 

How long before field notes made? paste oF 2 this form completed? en 
y 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa BS -12 

What species? Red-throtteck Loon C Gavia stellota» How many? / 

ocation? Say forville Reservar — Paik Ca. 

: ~ yan quckKp alls + same 

— habitat? One feo remaming Open Cice -Sree) pe als
” pate were il These peels 

When? date(s): Mav.30, (BS time: A,SO0 PMY to 2/F0FS4. gee 7 4 eal 
a -_ ‘ Sigy 

Who?your name and address: Sob My Crs EKA, box AoC Rervsy LLLIA SI2Z2D 

others with you: ST7eve. Dinsmore 

others before or after you: Steve Poanch binck ancl phoned me- 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Bird Was aA very sireli Aon being a litfle lo rge~ than The Gommen Go leleney ex, 

Saoi'm m Ing wth if aad almost’ same size as Maellards jo same peel. Bosically 

coloraliby was We 2 sng iohs Tbh beloco, We could not cee white sects on bock 

bit with 49x we could see Some whi hish specks shat on bird site ahest 

Va coay ap , ila’, The slope oy The Soreheasl Al not Seem es 

steep aS et ypicolly on Chen wetin Aoon, The aL LIAS vary 5 lenole~ ‘onl 

Seenred guile short C23 of ee leng AD eee woo S very [pohn'Teol The Aill 20 AS 

? ach 

deSinitely uplar need - a seemed Te point of ioe while pied 4208 Jook 1 Ag 

ties Jhe cheek ater" ano Throat wore while. A smal slim Joon 

evtle s lege 
that almest mined 

SR, ferenead Whitish Plecks me Sua stew Cveby 
ut fA a short nec K and 

Shorter upliraed $i i. 

ieiica ally 

in this erea 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: Ae 

Nerced — atl > Aen and Cccesi
onel Freezing yoin — fetore Preezing drteate 

began vienwng 

west te bad. Distance = /50-2004d,- used 25x ¥ YOK <cope. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 2 soi. He dyrol ColmosT telentitel 
To This one) Vihar ZIPS jar Codlar Kopi § everol Cars om 

References and persons consulted before writing destription: 

How long before field notes made? this form completed? Lda 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


