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Yellow=billed Loon Record Number: 88-10
13 Nov 1988 Classification: NA
Clear L., Cerro Gordo Co., IA

*Walter

IBL 59:9, 77

DOCUMENTATION

Jan L. Walter
REFERENCE

Field Reports: IBL 59:9

Records Committee: IBL 59:77
VOTE: 1-A-D, 6 NA

NA. Description was very suggestive, but not quite detailed
enough to fully evaluate.

NA. Against 1) Bill described as yellow, but culmen color not
mentioned, should be light. 2) Back described as a dark brown
buffy color indicating the distinction between crown, head, and
back is not great. 3) Bill shape of Common and Yellow-billed
Loons overlap. 4) Common Loon seen in same place next day. 5)
Rare west coast winter resident which is not regular in the
midwest.

A-D. Good description of winter-plumaged Yellow-billed Loon by
all observers. Bill color and shape, shape of forehead, brown
(rather than gray) color of head and neck, and lighter barring on
back and wings adequately eliminate Common Loon. No mention of
light auricular patch indicative of Yellow-billed, but other
features consistent with this species.

NA. Description fits immature or winter plumage loon. The two
best field marks for Yellow-billed Loon in this plumage are not
adequately described: pale distal 1/2 of culmen and auricular
patch. Other features that would have contributed would be a wide
eye ring and paleness in postauricular region. Other marks that
would be difficult if not impossible to judge in the field are
described by Binford and Remsen (Western Birds 5:111-126, 1974).
The description of the face and neck are more suggestive of
Common Loon than Yellow-billed.

NA. I have qualms about voting for acceptance on this species
new to the state list since it is casual in the midwest.
Description highly suggests Yellow-billed Loon, I think the
records committee should see the pattern of vagrancy of this
species in the midwest. we should discuss and revote this record.

NA. Not conclusive enough for a first record, smudge behind
eye not mentioned. Three doc’s from the three observers would
have been nice. Did anyone else try to find it?

NA. My concerns with this center around description obvoiously
influenced by literature (although not quoted from NGS guide,
which is only source cited prior to writing documentation), and
that key features seen only "once"--"double peak" on crown, and
back coloration. Key with bill is not bill color, but culmen
color--never clearly confirmed as being yellow. C. Loon can have
a pale bill, but culmen always dark. Elimination of C. Loon under
"Similar species" sounds good, but I have doubts about the
quality of the observation upon which this elimination is based.
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For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa
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Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye,
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).



