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DOCUMENTATION 

Jan L. Walter 
REFERENCE 

Field Reports: IBL 59:9 
Records Committee: IBL 59:77 

VOTE: 1-A-D, 6 NA 

NA. Description was very suggestive, but not quite detailed 
enough to fully evaluate. 

NA. Against 1) Bill described as yellow, but culmen color not 
mentioned, should be light. 2) Back described as a dark brown 
buffy color indicating the distinction between crown, head, and 
back is not great. 3) Bill shape of Common and Yellow-billed 
Loons overlap. 4) Common Loon seen in same place next day. 5) 
Rare west coast winter resident which is not regular in the 
midwest. 

A-D. Good description of winter-plumaged Yellow-billed Loon by 
all observers. Bill color and shape, shape of forehead, brown 
(rather than gray) color of head and neck, and lighter barring on 
back and wings adequately eliminate Common Loon. No mention of 
light auricular patch indicative of Yellow-billed, but other 
features consistent with this species. 

NA. Description fits immature or winter plumage loon. The two 
best field marks for Yellow-billed Loon in this plumage are not 
adequately described: pale distal 1/2 of culmen and auricular 
patch. Other features that would have contributed would be a wide 
eye ring and paleness in postauricular region. Other marks that 
would be difficult if not impossible to judge in the field are 
described by Binford and Remsen (Western Birds 5:111-126, 1974). 
The description of the face and neck are more suggestive of 
Common Loon than Yellow-billed. 

NA. I have qualms about voting for acceptance on this species 
new to the state list since it is casual in the midwest. 
Description highly suggests Yellow-billed Loon, I think the 
records committee should see the pattern of vagrancy of this 
species in the midwest. we should discuss and revote this record. 

NA. Not conclusive enough for a first record, smudge behind 
eye not mentioned. Three doc’s from the three observers would 
have been nice. Did anyone else try to find it? 

NA. My concerns with this center around description obvoiously 
influenced by literature (although not quoted from NGS guide, 
which is only source cited prior to writing documentation), and 
that key features seen only "once"--"double peak" on crown, and 
back coloration. Key with bill is not bill color, but culmen 
color--never clearly confirmed as being yellow. C. Loon can have 
a pale bill, but culmen always dark. Elimination of C. Loon under 
"Similar species" sounds good, but I have doubts about the 
quality of the observation upon which this elimination is based.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM £5-10 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

What species? - lle i ~ h if led fs oon How many? [ 

Location? West end of Clearlake Fortes leda a Te wht Martin Ton parking lat 

Type of Habitat? Sheltered che llow end of la rg e. err 

When? date(s): | 5S NV, fa vo / 929 time: 4/3 FM to Y, 46 (Mest) 

Who? your name and address: Jee 2: Wolter G3Zy4-pzthog Ss. E_ Mason City, Ta. 50¢¥e 

Others with you: bie alter “ard Nels Cn 

Others before or after you: No ie. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of ail parts (bill, eye, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
Larger than near by Ring -billed Gu (ls. Shape-that of aloon., LE was mn 
Immature or winter pluma e, Bile- ‘Car e and massive lookin slightly 

uptilted, dull yellow golor, At one time or othe r bird Was seen Prom all angle 
Every time bill was seer if Look edd yellow, taper edge straight’ lower ede 
thiek at base. A2UPWING up iderd to pomt.at he Lj‘p. Mlead pater than bhae 

tilted 4 slightly.” own appeared flat ontop peaked Prent and back” cnew 

h tba t s/de view was seen, Crown and nape medium brewn ina narre 
W a _ (Eh “2 wide pateh ot lighter brown across nape, ahouwt fhe center, fae 
-_ oe of neek appeared “mottled with bight Brown” with prott ling e xtendin 
lf a e area and well baak onto sides of thitk nee’, Throat dingy whi 

ilendsh , into mott ling on side. of neck. Back and folded wings “dark brown 
, om nag : seen onde, ; E 

Butt eclored 7 mos nog a: diving and SWitn ming antes eae 
Behavior: Aetively a nats bill then eat the sh. After 

€ ome with a fish was oN, ‘ th 

that, (4 spenE most of the Lime Swimming or ’ J / 

cal 
; 

c 
é 

Aidl thieier atthe bas
e, and ies: Bibl 

d jmmature. buble~e¢res ed lor mora
n - 

Similar species; how eliminated: Lare ¢ 

Aite Chin 
oked at the tip eliminate ‘0 

laraed size hill shape and absence of while prgseent tron we" pa 
to Behindeye elimenated winter Lumage Ve sale ay reihencde ib, 
size and hill Size shape, and Goloer elim Cnated win nee a “s Bens 
and Red-thoated Léons'. NWeay yellow bill, head paler wa P an Pee 
area cf @¢rown and nape Golér and brown appearance elimina 

Cora men loon 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? NV, fo) 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 
Sunlight from behind and to Ehe right of observers 
400 ~ 300 yards uess ae 
Gy 40 binosulars and 20x Spetting Seope 3 oo Doc hte eractil 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: None with this species. ee 
ormorants are €ommon fal migrants here. Have seen man win ( re 

Cem 94a 5 bie! caeluding Some @€arlierthis fall and linthe Same Co¢acen 
th dewsn ay. 
References and persons consulted before wrjting description: “ i * al 
Freld Guide to the Birds cf North Ameritaa : National Geograp 1@ Soaiety 

lume 

How long before field notes made? /0 minu Loos this form completed? x | ola VS 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).


