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IBL 59:9, 76

DOCUMENTATIONS

Steve Dinsmore

Mark Proescholdt

Eugene/Eloise Armstrong
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 59:9

Records Committee: IBL 59:76
VOTE: 6-A-D, l-abstain

A-D. The gray spot on the neck and lack of obvious spotting
suggest to me that this is an immature bird.

A-D. These descriptions are not complete, but I can’t tell how
much of the incompleteness is due to the distance and viewing
conditions. I would like to know more about the face pattern
(eye, lores, where white areas were), head shape, and neck. The
observers rely alot on size and bill. The contrast between
head/neck and back may be the best mark.

A-D. Documentations adequately describe Red-throated Loon and
rule out other loons.

A-D. My only concern is ’‘small dark spot’ under chin noted by
Proescholdt. Raises poss. of Pacific Loon’s chin strap. However
other features, especially neck-back contrast convincing for RT
Loon, although I would like to have seen a more critical
elimination of Pacific Loon.

SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010; Mark
Prescholdt, Liscomb, IA; Eugene and Eloise Armstrong,
Booneville, IA
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MUOLLMEMTATION FORM

specles Red-tnroated Loon
How Flany o4
Location ‘otr JEster Pare area of saviorvilile Reservolr, Folk Co.

Mapitat vswimmling and diving on o Large reservoLr

Late Lo Mov LY8H
fimeslido~314% pa.m.
Ubservers Name and addressisteve Dinsmore #4024 qrkansas Dr. émes, Ia

SO L0

dthers who saw bird:iMark Frovscholdt, bBugene = Elolise Armstrong

Description ot bird:l was scanning the nortn end of the lake when |
noticed what appeared to be a small loon with a small bill and upriaht
nead posture. L ocommented to Mark Froescholdo, with w@nhnom | owas
prrcding, that 1t suwre looked like a FMed-throasteo Loon. wWe approacnea
the oird and soon ldentitied it as a red-cthroated Loon.

ihe pbird was & very small loon, and seemed to be not much blgger
than a Mallard. The bird was slimmer and [onger-neckEed thnan a Lomnmon
Loon | saw later that day. fhe bird had a very digtincoive nead
posture, lLike that of A cormarant, wWith the nead tiloed upward at an
angle ot 15-20 degrees. The bill was slenoer, almost neecle—~like. and
very short, pernaps only 25 1nches long. The pill was pale, not
Gar k. The pill seemed to be curved upward as a result of the angled
Lower mandibla. fhe nead and neck were lLight grav, @dcept +or a white
thraat. The breast and underparts were also wnite. e upperparts
were charcoal gray and contrasted with the lighter n2ad and neck. 8
could rnot see any Lighter speckling on the pack oF wings.

SLML LA SPpecles ana fow eliminated: The oody shape, posture. and
Clack-ang—wnite coloration identifieo the bird as & L1000 L thougn
same  Lammon Loons may be guite smadl, | o thineg ©his Do was ton smali
O eVEn & very samal L Common Loon. Utherwise, the slender, upturned
Bill, the nead posture, the contrast Detween the back and tne neck,
Afd The gray neck and white throat eliminated Facl+ic andg LCommon
Loans.

Jiewing conoltions and sgulipmentivViewling conoltions were very good
Wit the sun directly behing s, Estimated viewing distance was SO0
VAo . I useg a suschnell 20-45 spotting scope.

Fravious experlance with speciles: | nave ssen thres other Reo—-throated
Loons 1n [owa, as well as hundreds in Massachusetts.

Reterences consultediNGS Fileld buwidge to The dirds_of Noron _America

HOW Llong oetrore ti1eld notes were made :smade wWitn pird wnoaer observation

How long betore thig form was completedswritten 4 houwrs atrter sighting



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa F-e
What species? R‘ecl—#\mﬂf{'ed L@OV\ How many? l
Location? Sauloxwiille Resexvolr — ot Festor G. Rk

Type of habitat? wide axes of the DBes Moines Rivex

When? date(s): Nov. 16, 1988 time: lOpw. to FYS oom.
el ac 5
Who?your name and address: MGY‘K Pmefclmu'f' ‘ L;SCGHML Tetwa
others with you: STeve Dinwswmove. Fudeme and Efoise Avwmstrong

others before or after you: Alowe_

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of_aﬂ parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Steve 5P:r+fec2 Huie Joon Bcown seme. distamce away - When e
aot closex, T sew o vecy shall fen ot wes disappeaciyg behind the_
waves o Hhis vexy windy day. the fem was all alene, had o slim weck,
ang wos oo Slim, finy [loen . The leew was vexy light qvey en Jop of its hgac}
and week which cowhasted with o caxkex haek. didwt see ary wmarkings
o its back, 4 had o geay spet awder it theoat, a white uneck amd
white umde ¢ chiw, = ?WJ come. viaht at Lot T ad a vexy
‘ﬂ\im,a.\m@ﬂ’ needle —like Fhiw, hill LLF‘I'M‘QJ at a Y5° amgl@- o So . T+ was o
very LWt qeayish Wil, = Shink Hhe wamdibles of e il el +urwed

uf\.u'cv(‘&é' cwul weve 4(%?9\5{“ s.‘.a.as, but I’M m-{- [Pes"[{-\‘v'e. 'ﬂ\e Jeern J\'SG'DPQG.K@J
Jwo Hmes o aheut 30 minutes each +Hwe awd thew ve’ﬁf?%-’&f iw He sewme

ar- aain . T dnt Know where i+ wewt or i€ i was just bavely ahove the

woter amd waves awd EDQ,!—H&ELL! subwmerged, Onee o o head-on leeK T could

S;:i%«;’ké“idﬂzﬂshﬁp\fqv Hhon Hee head . The head had oo bulgy look

Similar species and how eliminated:
The PachC Lo has & slvder steaighht bill Hut s wt Kited upward,
the Red—thvorled leen 15 Shwmmec than Pacifi@ ewd has o distinetly +Hhin ill,

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 1ighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Sun wWas at owe sides at first awd +Hhew divestly | 200 yards— clogest

it S gl g md s Eror .
e, 7 3 2 e | * i
Previous experience with Species and similar ones: @"— — Longest poivt-avay gl

Have geem o Hew Pacific leons iw Churclill and Towa, owe Red Frroated leow ww St~
References and persons consulted before writing description: _
Natl Ge. quide , Robhins' quide, Petexsen guide, The Westexw Bivd Watchew
How long before field notes made? Rigwt awsy—semethis form completed? Nov. 20, 1988

(_8.' iSprw, —Hhat wight—moce )
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATICON FORM
Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa

sm:i@ '/"1‘_',_4/J' Ft-p&b"*r‘ .s‘__f(- ZH“"’"

Location e}{/«.gpécau-;r_ Lo Fodia

Habitat  A{a .

Date(s) ev./{ /988 rime 3.3¢ PN o3, ys5 |°M
mmaadhﬁnmmf;?@uﬁuoaﬁng.QLW%I@%ﬂ- |

Other observers 7)) afe. QW/JW ek /AZMW
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape,

details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast,
belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice.

/MME’ @U%Wﬁfo&w /Za,(& .

] %w» ommensntly e el Sipn €
o

Similar species and how eliminated: 77’,109‘,/1,%4_’(@ Z-—«.‘f(f P
LL(_(‘ g M’B& W‘é—iﬂ-’ Z.A.r% o ATV /Z{L-z'-ﬂr-—— ,

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? _-c ¢

If ves, explain:

Viewing conditions: give ln.qhtnng distance (how measured), and optical
fﬂmmmt.ﬁaq:&?éf .¢g?4&4km£h4kp-_gb?akj,wzﬂ*aj
Prevmus experience with species and similar ones: T cdbon Xasie A F oo

K.J/‘?.?- A <<
ﬁi@faé; / f[)la-ta.um J Yy Wi

ences and persons consulted before writing description: ,XZW-( Y 17 ake
il J}Pﬁ't(—'-w-—w andl nuzcc—ﬂ-aﬂr%“d éi“l‘-ﬁ""' ’
How long before field notes made?,, .. J../7 . Bow long before this form

campleted? / (., o.ho



