
\ 

Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 08/04/93 

Red-throated Loon Record Number: 88-08 

16 Nov 1988 Classification: A-D 
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
*S. Dinsmore, *M. Prescholdt, *Armstrong 
IBL 59:9, 76 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore 
Mark Proescholdt 
Eugene/Eloise Armstrong 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 59:9 
Records Committee: IBL 59:76 

VOTE: 6-A-D, l-abstain 
A-D. The gray spot on the neck and lack of obvious spotting 

suggest to me that this is an immature bird. 
A-D. These descriptions are not complete, but I can’t tell how 

much of the incompleteness is due to the distance and viewing 
conditions. I would like to know more about the face pattern 
(eye, lores, where white areas were), head shape, and neck. The 
observers rely alot on size and bill. The contrast between 
head/neck and back may be the best mark. 

A-D. Documentations adequately describe Red-throated Loon and 
rule out other loons. 

A-D. My only concern is ’small dark spot’ under chin noted by 
Proescholdt. Raises poss. of Pacific Loon’s chin strap. However 
other features, especially neck-back contrast convincing for RT 
Loon, although I would like to have seen a more critical 
elimination of Pacific Loon. 
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010; Mark 

Prescholdt, Liscomb, IA; Eugene and Eloise Armstrong, 
Booneville, IA
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senee ceee weve e 

SDC LEGS SN Sad- har Oated Loon 

LOCAL ON Orr Jester Fark area of oaylorville Reservoir, Folk Ce, 

MAD LLAL TS SWIMMING and Giving on Large reservoir 

Watlerio Moy Lres ae “eee 

Pr ee aor 

fimerilide-ts43 po. ii. Jbservers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 a@-kangsas Dr. Ames, IA 
“ty 7 ia 

Withers who Saw birdiMark Frowschnoaldt, Eugene & Eloise Armstrong 

Description ut birds] was scanning the north end aft tne lake wnen i 

nmariced wat appeared to be a small toon with a small bill and upright 

Mead posnure., , commented to Mark Froescnoldt. with whom 1 was 

Bircdinmg, that at sure looked like & Red-throated Loon. We anproacned 
CN OL and soon Lldentiried it as a Read-throated Loon. 

fhe bird was & very small loon, and seemed to be not much bigger 

than a Mallard. The Oird was slimmer and ionger-nmecked toan «a Common 

LOOT i SAW Later that day. The bird tad & very cGistinctive mead 

pasture, like that ofr a cormorant, with tne nead tilted upward at an 

angle oft iS-20 deqrees. The Hill was slenager, aimost neeale-like, ana 

very short, pernaps oniy 2-3 inches Lang. tne pill was paLe, mor 

Liar ko The bill seemed to be Curved upward 48 & result of the angied 

iower mandibie. The Nead and meck were Light gray, @xcent tor a white 

LM Oat y fhe breast and und@erparts were also white. Tne upperoerts 

were charcoal gray ang contrasted with toe lignter mead and nece. { 

f$oOuled mot see any Lighter speckling on the tack or wings. 

mlinilar, species and now eliminated: The Dody shape, pasture, and 
i j , ie Saga Sr: eR s) Mine a 5 ee ee 4, Bes Sa aaa” < o vad 1 aed gow eel 2, a Bes sig Bee black“and-whilte coloration identified the’ orrd=as ax'reont Although 

BONE Lamon Loans may be guihe smail, i think this birag was too smail 

ON @ ¥en & very Smalio Lommonm Loon. Wtherwise, tne slender, uoturned 

bill, «ne mead posture, the contrast between the back and the neck, 

and UNG gray Neck and white “gnroat SlimInated FPacitric and Common 

Looms. 

YIEWL Ng Cond tions and SQULpPMeNntTIiViewing COnNaLttions were very good 

WL Ne Sun agirectiy beninad us. ESLIMATGd ViBWwLng Gistance was 300 

Yards. L USed & Bugemmeli 20-456 spotting scope. 

PP eYL OU GxXOerleance wikh especies: Nave seen threes other Rea-throated 

l eS fowa, as weli as hundreds in Massachusetts. 

i 

Looms 1m 

Mere ences consulted: Nia FLieia Lhe Biras of Nortn 
AAeet sase0 cones eneee © 944 CF URS omnes ae4Es Semee oe4ee oe: PORee cases metne nares epmee sears reese eweee cece 

it
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HOW Lang oerare field notes were madermade with bird under observation 

How long betore thig torm was completed ywritten 4 hours atter siahting



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa igen 

What species? Red —+theoeed loow How many? 

Location? Saylorville Reservoir — at Bester G@. Rack’ 

Type of habitat? wide avea of -+the hes Moines River 

When? date(s): Nov. 16. 19g time: RilO pw to 3:45 om. 

Who?your name and address: Moxk Proescho dt Li$cawm i, Petu& 

others with you: Steve bins more. Eugene ‘ond Eloise. Arce strong 

others before or after you: Aloue— 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Steve spotted this loon From seme distance away - When we 

qot Closex, T saw a very small hen that 
wes lis appear ng bhelnind the 

waves on this very windy day. the leen uns all alone, had ao slim neck, 

amd wos o- Slim, Huy loon. The lem was vers light evay en HP cf its 
head 

and week which cowbasted with o chvker hack’. £ didut see any mar
king $ 

ew vis back, t+ had a grax spot uudew its thereat, a keine weck and 

white under ite chin, ya preened Some. eight at fost se had o Uexcy 

thin, almost needle-lite thin, hill uptumed at a YS° angle or so. LF was o 

very light Getyis h itl, + think 
He mimdibles of the dit ‘bself tuwewed 

upwards and Were differeut Sizes , but Lew net posi five, The leon disappeared 

duo wes x about 20 minutes each Hme and then re-appoaved in +e Some 

AD. GEOR « be 26 dont Know where it weat or if it Wa
s Kas harely above the 

water and waves and partaily submerged, Onwee on a head-on leeK 2 could 

Ga Ne eek cae ae, ae Oe, ST HE ES eS, 
Similar species and how eliminated: , 

The Pacchic leew Ws & slender steaiqut bill Hat is net Hlted upward , 

she Red—throwled leew is shmmec Han Pacific and has o% distinctly +hiw sill, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Sun was at ouc sidec at fiest and thew diveetly | 200 yacds— closest 
behind US fer goed viewing and visibility, P ee ite 

——« BXBO Bimacs, ARK Scope, YSX Scope |. ! ; Poe | &s 

Previous experience with Species and ‘Similar ones: |_Z wile — Longest poiwt away (acy 

Have seen a few Pacific Leons iw Churchill and dewa, one Red-lhroated Lew iw Chavchitt 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 
Natl Geox, quide, Robbins’ guide, Petersen guide, the Western Bird Watcher 
How long before field notes made? Right awey-Senethis form completed? AJ. 20, 1988 

(BiSp-m, —thet night — more) 
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

Species SP Le 2 ee ea Pee 

Location pete he Bue, 

Habitat Ae 2 he 

Date(s) 7Jew. /¢ ie Time a 30 PA ww 3: ¥5° 1M 

Other observers TN ere" ; er od. a 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, 

details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, 
belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice. 

drat i ‘pnd ta —- Acad. | 

Kee . 

Similar species amd how eliminated: 7 ee eran fem Cid reel 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? _32~< 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give my distance (how measured), and optical > 
a cee Mook Legh Lgtt ip ag eae A~tZ, Fagg po 7 ee ee 78 | 

D idan experience with species and similar ones: C 2cher Yada ate tn ela 

(i, ds bey (Abide timer Avrm Vy Vere e 
apaconees and persons consulted before writing description: er" Y 7 a4&e 

anh Red tener om Nekiowal Mog: Grek 
How long before field notes made? dz - How long before this fom 

completed? / p.rehe_


