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DOCUMENTATION

Liesl Kelly, 219 Chamberlain Place, Ames 50014 [8/13/95]
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REFERENCES

Field Reports: none

Records Committee: IBL 66:97
VOTE: 7 NA

NA, A tough one; some portions of the description such as the
pointed bill and straight neck in flight favor Anhinga over
Double-crested Cormorant. However, I am troubled by the
description of a "gray-brown" back "with no distinct markings."
White on the inner wing should have been visible when the bird
was drying its wings. Habitat and date are appropriate. I could
be persuaded on this one.

NA, I am not convinced that D-C Cormorant is eliminated
because 1) the body color (slate) doesn’t fit the Anhinga’s
glossy black body, and 2) no white markings on the back were
mentioned. The habitat and mannerisms are also right for D-C
Cormorant.

NA, Some parts of these descriptions are highly suggestive,
especially the bill. Behavior of spreading the wings to dry fits
either Anhinga or cormorant. The vagrancy patterns in the spring
of "95 also add some credence to the report. The body
descriptions, however, make me hesitate on this one. One report
relates that the throat, breast and belly were not well seen
which leads me to believe this bird was observed from the rear.
One document describes the color as slate and the other as
gray-brown with no distinct markings. I believe that were this an
Anhinga, the white streaks and spots on the wings and upper back
would have been evident from the perch and in flight.

NA, The only field mark favoring Anhinga over Double-crested
Cormorant is the pointed bill. Kelly’s drawing shows a short tail
that is inconsistent with Anhinga. Neither observer noted white
in wings or back, and Myers did not see the throat or breast, so
she must have seen the back. Kelly’s drawing looks like a frontal
view and must be because only the front would be slate colored in
either species. Anhingas have a sharp cutoff between the upper
breast/neck and the lower belly (females and immatures). Kelly
says Myers was at 10 meters with binocular; Myers says 10 meters
with naked eye. The short-tailed, slate-colored front, and lack
of white patches in the wings make this an immature
Double-crested Cormorant. The yellow-orange bill could be partly
throat pouch and the bill could look pointed with the naked eye.
Myers has seen only 5-10 cormorants in the wild. More experienced
observers have misjudged an immature cormorant as an Anhinga!

NA, The descriptions of the bird in both documentations do not
rule out an immature Double-crested Cormorant. Behavior of
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feather drying could also be that of Double-crested Cormorant. No
description of the diagnostic wing pattern of Anhinga is given
either.

NA, Details not seen consistent with Anhinga include long
tail, white pattern on back and wings (if adult as indicated by
Myers [body colored slate]

NA, Lacking detail on plumage, but ’‘pointed’ orange bill and
straight neck in flight interesting. No comment on possibility of
Neotropic Cormorant, whose similar bill might appear pointed. No
comment on tail length. Cormorants of course also fan wings.
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