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VOTE: 5 A-D, 2 NA 

NA, I am reluctant to accept a record of this species based 

primarily on size with no other birds present for comparison. The 

exact shape and extent of the throat pouch and the relative 

length of the tail to the body are details that would help 

substantiate the record. 

A-D, Even though view was est 120-180 yards with binoculars 

the small size, long tail, thin bill should separate from D. C. 

Cormorant. 

A-D, Reluctantly. A couple of things bother me about this 

report. Although Neotropic is certainly smaller than 

Double-crested, the size is terribly understated here by 

comparing it to a Great-tailed Grackle or Red-necked Grebe. I can 

only surmise that it is an artifact of not being terribly 

familiar with the comparisons and relating to D-C. To a certain 

extent, I feel like I'm going on faith that it was indeed a 

cormorant, but sitting on a small stick and diving make this seem 

likely. Some of the details are pretty fuzzy and it is too bad 

scope views were not attainable to get more detail on the facial 
pattern and bill structure. The paler bill, however, eliminates 

other small (and more likely) cormorants with the possible 

exception of Alaskan Red-faced. Long tail is good for Neotropic, 
and combined with lack of white in the plumage, is probably 

sufficient for ID. 

A-D, small size, long tail, dark throat, second observer all 

indicate Neotropic. 

NA, The only field mark of note is the size. No white border 

to the throat pouch was seen. I don't think tail length can be 

judged except in flight when it can be compared to head-neck 

length. I spent several hours looking for this bird. I did see a 

small dark, small-headed cormorant take off, and I suspected it 

would be the bird; however, as it flew higher and higher and was 

joined by an immature cormorant, it appeared to be the same size 

as the other cormorant and the head-neck was definitely but not a 

lot longer than the tail, and slight crooked neck was evident. 

Cormorants vary in size and can be very difficult to 

identified--I would like to have strong and more objective 
criteria for a Neotropic Cormorant in Iowa. 

A-D, While I would like a better description of pouch area at
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base of bill, observer is experienced and other information 

strongly suggests correct ID. 

RE-VOTE (by mail): 5 NA, 2 A-D 
NA, The NA voters make a good case. I should have drawn from 

my own recent experience when reviewing this identification which 
was based primarily on size. Even though I have recently seen 

both Double-crested and Neotropic in the same area, it has never 

been immediately obvious, based upon size, which was which. 

Perhaps with practice one could, and Harrison (Seabirds) 

indicates there is no overlap in size, but the observer does not 

have this experience. I concluded from the doc. that there were 

no other birds nearby for actual comparison, although another 

cormorant flew over later. With the size in question, the balance 

of the id falls apart due to subjectivity: bill color and 

comparative length of tail. 

NA, In my opinion the bird was not seen or described well 

enough to substantiate a record of this species in Iowa. The 
identification was based primarily on size, and the tail was 

described as long, but both of these characteristics are very 

difficult to judge on a solitary bird at a long distance without 

anything nearby for comparison. 

A-D, I disagree that the only field mark of note was size. No 

color noted in the gular area, observed at a distance through 

binoculars, indicates Neotropic rather than Double-crested. 

Zimmer, in "The Western Bird Watcher" states: "Because it covers 

a large area and is either bright orange or yellow in color, the 

gular pouch of the Double-crested is usually obvious at even 

great distances. The Olivaceous, on the other hand, has a much 

smaller gular pouch that angles posteriorly from the eye and then 

cuts back sharply toward the c[h]Jin. It ranges in color from dull 

pink-orange to a dull yellow. The combination of dull color with 
small size makes the gular pouch of the Olivaceous somewhat 

inconspicuous, especially at longer distances." 

NA, Hank Zaletel related using an Am. Crow on the nearby 

shoreline for size comparison. He stated that the bodies of the 

two birds seemed the same size. However, given the same view of 

the bird on the snag (100 yds est.) and only binoculars on hand, 

he was not confident of the ID without facial features. With the 

difficulties involved with distance, and lack of direct 

comparison with other corms., there isn't enough detail to 
confirm this lone bird. 

NA, I have nothing to add to my previous comments. Rare birds 

require more proof than just size. Other members were reluctant, 
not firmly positive. 

NA, NA voters convinced me to change my vote. The 

circumstances of the observation raise significant doubt about 

ability to accurately judge size and tail length, the features 

used for ID.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa q 3-11 

What species? _ Meo eop(c Core marron} How many? | 
y 

Location? O thor Cree K Morsh — Towa Bunt 

' Type of habitat? RN Pond ONE 
poy 

When? date(s): Mar, YU, 1778 time: 12:45 om, to_[*00 9: m_ 

Who?your name and address: Mark Roescloldt Box 6S) LisGomb, Towa SOUP 

others with you: none | 

others before or after you: Hawk saletel saw it tat affernen afher me 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

= spotted dis bird Perched. on ao Small stick 5uSt outofl Ho 
water in the big Pond aren west of the red barn, ZY was 

® very swull Cormorants es 4 checked it offen to make sure 

rt wus ~ Grrmarant aud yat somethiny else since it was so Small, 

There wor® no other birds iy dhs pond , T1 seowed abeut / Ae 

Si42 of ao Deuble—Crested Grnuraut, fought i+ seomed abeut dhe. 

lomsth of a wale Great~daited Srackhe, tt had a Plesh-cabred bill tot 
was a thw Will. Posi blu the. bill Color was a litle wellow'sh, +4 a 

O daw K \pvou'n head aud neck that merged. iwto the. blackish Color of the 

body amd Jail, Ft lad a bna-tail hek, T+ was ail dark around the 

treat and wo Glor around the tHhwoat pateh area was seem, Tt had 
ho White ow its Pluewage. At the ond, it weut into Hee weler and. 

Similar species and how eliminated: Swaw and deve, z+ Seemed. a smaller siz< 

Dor. Gemeravt (6 much larger, han -Hut of a Red-necked Grebe and the boi 
TSAW nme #4 as DD dreve out just abeut dis eared with US+t a thinw neck 

and it josked huge iw Flight, and pead shdWivg. went to make phere Cale 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ne 

, Hamk -Phevglet that it was a Weefrepic Grmevant 

If yes, explain: — dead know rf anyone else Sau this bird. 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Sunny Any, Sn behind me, 130 yards frem parking let (20 yards from 

youd estimated, 8X30 Nikow err Utown and LT did vet see he at iddp: 

Previous experience with species and similar — — te 
Saw ene in Texas lo- OD? . Mane. SOOM lots of N\~-Cr. Covomerents , 

_ References and persons consulted before writing description: 

Nene veally | 
How long before field notes made? wade riQut this form completed? Mas XT, 19798 
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